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Top dolla’ with the gold flea colla’ 
“Dippin! in my blue Impala 
-Snoop Dogg 


Football’s opening weekend is even 


better than the Super Bowl. 


It’s a new season. The slate is clean. 


There’s nothing more exciting. 


Thursday 9/5 6:30 pm/et 
8:30 pm/et 


Sunday 9/8 Tlam/et 
7:30 pm/et 
8:30 pm/et 


Monday 9/9 7:30 pm/et 
9 pm/et 


NFL Countdown-Special Edition 
NFL Season Opener, 49ers vs. Giants 


Sunday NFL Countdown 
NFL PrimeTime presented by Miller Lite 
ESPN Sunday Night Football, Cowboys vs. Texans 


Monday Night Countdown presented by UPS 
Monday Night Football on ABC, Steelers vs. Patriots 
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And you played in which 


Super Bowl? 


A Little Football Amongst Friends 
NEL Kickoff Weekend on Sm 
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Air and Space 


Best six weeks of summer: the 
Saratoga season by Steve Rushin 


Scorecard 
Now that the money is big in 
fishing, so is the cheating 


Jeff Gordon breaks his losing 
streak at 31 in Tennessee 


The Show: Bill Scheft on the 
baseball talks and other jokes 


We grill Lleyton Hewitt on 
being cheered by face painters 
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The Life of Reilly 


Just what the world cries out 
for: an NFL crossword puzzle 
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Baseball 

> Twins follow leadoff man 

> Rockies righty loves Coors 
> K.C. pitcher Byrd struggles 


College Football 
» Nebraska QB’s hot start 
» Cal coach: Checkers, anyone? 
> Virginia’s youth experiment 
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Get your fill of fantasy football with our 
updated draft cheat sheet, free games 
and advice columns. Join a league—or 
run your own—at cnnsi.com/fantasy. 


‘A tour seeks a new star 
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Ray Lewis (52). 


How Good Can 


Randy Moss Be? 


The Vikings have set up their 
franchise receiver for a monster 
season, and they pray he behaves 
by Michael Silver 


Take It from the Top, Kid 
Though critics question his throwing 
motion, rookie David Carr has the 
Texans drooling by Josh Elliott 


Is He up to the Test? 
Linebacker Ray Lewis is out to show 


that the Ravens’ changes won't hold 
him back by Jeffri Chadiha 


Hey Coach, More 
Power to You 


The Browns’ Butch Davis is one 
more coach being handed the keys 
to the front office by Peter King 


Scouting Reports 
The skinny on all 32 teams, plus 
Dr. Zs rankings and playoff forecast 
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Baseball Strike 


Were the gods of the game sending 
an ominous message? A lightning 

bolt hit Augusta and helped put a halt 
to a Class A game between the Augusta 
Greenjackets and the Hagerstown Suns. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY 
ANDREW DAVIS TUCKER/AUGUSTA CHRONICLE 


Leading Off 


A wall of Buckeyes defenders crashed down 
on Texas Tech running back Foy Munlin (31) 
in the first quarter of Ohio State’s 45-21 
home victory over the Red Raiders. 
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Leading Off 


Air Ball 


Washington Freedom goalie Siri Mullinix 
launched herself to block a shot by the 
Carolina Cougars in the first half of the 
WUSA championship game in Atlanta. 
The ball flew wide of the goal, but the 
Cougars went on to win the game 3-2. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY JOHN BAZEMORE/AP 
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Back to School 


Your Can’t-Miss 
Games list for the col- 
lege football season 
(COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PREVIEW, Aug. 12) 
missed big-time! I 
read and reread the list 
several times—wait, let 
me check again ... 
nope, not there— 
telling myself that 
sports’ greatest rivalry 
had to be included. 
Amazingly, the Nov. 30 
Florida versus Florida 
State game not only did not receive top 
ranking but also was nowhere to be 
found. 

Brent J. Mechler II, Margate, Fla. 


In your appraisal of Chris Simms’s Heis- 
man prospects, you quote his detractors 
as saying he’s “all legacy, no substance.” 
Then you add, “Hey, it worked for 
Dubya.” I read SI for the sports. If I want 
political commentary, I’ll read TIME. 
Joe Marziotti, Sugar Land, Texas 


Wow, I never thought I’d see the day 
when Nebraska was behind Washington 
State and Oregon in a preseason ranking. 
I love it! 

Taylor Pickett, Tualatin, Ore. 


Pampered Players 

To this taxpayer, your feature on luxury 
services for football players at publicly 
funded colleges (Welcome to the Big 
Time, Aug. 12) was truly disgusting. 
Arizona State has a new 16,000-square 
foot weightlifting center, while the 
school’s overall budget is being cut by 
2.5% and the students who are there 
for an education face a 3.9% tuition in- 
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* For the fastest response, please fax us at 
212-467-4049 or email us at 
letters@si.timeinc.com 

= Letters should include the writer’s full name, 
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edited for purposes of clarity and space. 
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crease (for residents, 
7.25% for nonresi- 
dents). The budget of 
Michigan State has 
been frozen while tu- 
ition is rising as much 
as 8.5%, but I’m sure 
students are happy 
to know that the 
school’s football play- 
ers have their own 
treatment center fea- 
turing a $75,000 ther- 
apy pool. How many 
needy students won't 
get financial aid while 
the players lounge in their palaces? 

Mike Hanlon, Batavia, Ill. 


ASU could pay for a lot of nonrevenue 
sports with the cost of its weight room. 
Perhaps if Vandy football players didn’t 
dine on lobster linguini the school could 
afford to have a wrestling team. Instead 
of trying to overturn Title IX, maybe 
Speaker of the House Denny Hastert and 
other wrestling coaches should try to ad- 
dress the real problem—out-of-control 
football programs. 

Linas Norusis, Homer Glen, IIl. 


I almost got sick when I saw the spread 
on the Vanderbilt football team’s training 
table. That image contrasts sharply with 
my memories of making canned 
spaghetti on a hot plate in my dorm 
room. The training-table photograph 
and the other two pictures of college 
football’s “ultimate facilities” illustrate 
the widening gap between coddled 
“student-athletes” and regular students. 

David R. Wilkes, Atlanta 


Glory Days 
I’m sure that my father’s and husband’s 
lifelong dream would be to run onto the 
field at LSU’s Tiger Stadium (The Best 
Years of His Life, Aug. 12). Thank you, 
John Ed Bradley, for giving me an in- 
sight into how lonely and beautiful that 
dream could be. 

Kelli LaCour, Ventress, La. 


If I had seen John Ed Bradley play foot- 
ball for LSU, would I remember him? 
Probably not. After all, he was a center, 
which is not exactly a glamour position. 
But I don’t think I will ever forget the 


story he told of how hard it is to leave 
behind the game he loved so much. 
Bob Boeker, Sherman, Texas 


I grew up an LSU fan in New Orleans and 
listened to Tigers games on the radio every 
Saturday. I vividly remember Billy Can- 
non’s run and the heartbreaking loss to 
USC. Bradley’s article was touching and 
taught us that when people mean a great 
deal to us, we should let them know. 

Bob Cisneros, Auburn, Ala. 


Wheels of Justice 
Rick Reilly’s Color Scheme (THE LIFE OF 
REILLY, Aug. 12) reinforces two things. 
First, by repeatedly pulling over black ath- 
letes in nice cars, certain, not all, law en- 
forcement officers continue to practice 
some form of racial profiling. Second, by 
driving his Hummer with expired tags, no 
driver’s license and no proof of insurance, 
Ricky Williams continues to use his head 
only as a blunt instrument. 

Larry Warrenfeltz, Pensacola, Fla. 


Rick Reilly rightly brings attention to the 
Driving While Black phenomenon. We 
must remember, however, that DWB 
does not only affect wealthy athletes. This 
form of discrimination affects all black 
Americans—and members of other mi- 
nority groups—regardless of profession, 
income, type of automobile or even the 
area in which they are driving. It is shame- 
ful in the 21st century for Americans to be 
subjected to this type of humiliation. It’s 
not just athletes who are angry. 

Charles M. Moore, Cambridge, Mass. 
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Life of Reilly Answers 


Rick Reilly tests your NFL knowledge with a 
crossword puzzle on page 198. 
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trampoline with safety net: $450 
squeaky swingset: $300 


sandbox that fits five, squeezes seven: $98 


the voices floating in through 


the kitchen window: priceless 


©2002 MasterCaid Intérnatipnal Incorporaréd 
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There’s nothing as magical as the sound of kids playing. That’s why MasterCard® is accepted most everywhere. 
For everything from sprinklers for the backyard to sheets for the fort in your basement. 
Check out mastercard.com 


there are some things money can't buy. WEEGIE]C) for everything else there’s MasterCard™ 


Predict seven birdies. 


Brag about your handicap. 


Proclaim yourself “The Putting King.” 


Pray you dont»whiff. 


The drive to Pebble Beach’ 


On the wings of Goodyear.. 
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EACH SUNDAY in the fall, SI 
photographer John Biever is on 
the sidelines in an NFL stadium, 
trying to come up with one mem- 
orable image that will define the 
game he is shooting. He has 
proved to be good at it. His shots 
have appeared on the cover of SI 
101 times (32 of them NFL pho- 
tos) in the 17 years he has worked 
for the magazine. “I’m always 
moving around on the sidelines, 
looking for something different 
that will capture the emotions of 
the players,’ he says. 

The job of putting the words 
to those photos is overseen by se- 
nior editor Mark Godich, who su- 

Biever shoots about pervised the production of SI’s 

1,200 photos at each NFL game. 92-page NFL preview package 

(page 65). This is Godich’s sev- 

enth year on the pro football beat, but he still has the enthusiasm of a wide- 

eyed rookie. “We’ve made the training camp rounds 
and are revved up and ready to go,” Godich says. 

Senior writer Michael Silver, who has been cover- 
ing the NFL for SI since 1994, follows players be- 
yond the practice field, into limos and onto dance 
floors in pursuit of the story. In this issue he profiles 
controversial Minnesota Vikings 
wideout Randy Moss. After 
spending time with the man 
who shocked football last year 
by saying he didn’t always give it his all, Silver says, 
“T believe he’s passionate about football.” 

INSIDE THE NFL columnist Peter King, an SI writer 
pa for 13 years, spent a long day with Cleveland Browns 

Silver coach Butch Davis to examine the phenomenon of 
coaches who demand—and get—full control of foot- 
ball operations. King was surprised at what he saw. 
“Tt’s less of a daunting task than I expected? he says, 
“if you have competent people to do your dirty work” 

Rounding out the senior writing team is X’s-and- 
O’s expert Paul Zimmerman, who has covered the 
NFL for SI since 1979. Dr. Z makes his predictions 
for this season, including the 
playoffs and the Super Bowl. 

The one constant in the 
NFL in recent years has been change, and that 
will remain the case this fall. Says Godich, “With 
realignment, the addition of an expansion team, 
and marquee players and coaches in new places, 
this season promises to be as unpredictable and 
exciting as ever.” Oo Zimmerman 
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NEIL LEIFER (COVER); BILL FRAKES 


Catching Up With... 


HOW THE BRUINS DID IT AGAIN 


Selling air 
conditioning 
and plumbing 
systems, Gilmore, 
53, remains a 
large presence in 
Jacksonville. 

aes 


____ Artis Gilmore, Center 


MARCH 30, 1970 


AT 7' 2" Artis Gilmore isn’t your average 
anything, especially not your average sales- 
man. He listens carefully, and when he closes 
a deal with a handshake, his hand usually 
engulfs the customer’s. He does, however, 
have the common trait of all successful sales- 
men. “He’s a competitor;’ says W.W. Gay, CEO 
of W.W. Gay Mechanical in Jacksonville and 
Gilmore’s boss for the past three years. 
Since retiring in 1989 after a 17-year career 
in which the six-time All-Star center averaged 


TALL TALE 


Gilmore lifted 
Jacksonville out 
of nowhere to 
the 1970 NCAA 
title game. 


18.8 points and 12.3 re- 
bounds in the ABA and 
NBA combined, Gilmore 
has been involved in busi- 
ness. In 1999 Gilmore was 
hurting financially when 
he took a job at Gay’s me- 
chanical contracting com- 
pany; he now sells air con- 
ditioning and plumbing 
systems in Jacksonville. 
Growing up in a poor 
family of nine in Chipley, 
Fla., Gilmore is used to 
hard times. At 17, to help 
lighten the financial load 
on his parents, he moved 
in with family friends in 
Dotham, Ala. While play- 
ing basketball for Carv- 
er High, Gilmore quickly 
caught the eye of college 
scouts. They recruited him 


heavily, but because of poor grades Gilmore had to put in two years at Gardner-Webb Ju- 
nior College in Boling Springs, N.C., before earning a scholarship to Jacksonville. In 
Gilmore’s two years at Jacksonville his life changed. The lefthanded pivot dominated, ay- 
eraging 24.3 points and 22.7 rebounds in two seasons. As a senior he led the Dolphins to 
the 1970 NCAA championship game, which they lost 80-69 to UCLA. 

The following year Gilmore was chosen in the first round of the ABA draft and signed 
with the Kentucky Colonels. After winning Rookie of the Year and MVP honors in 
1971-72, he led the Colonels to the ABA title in 1974-75, a year before the ABA-NBA 
merger took him to the Chicago Bulls. That gave him a chance to square off against 7' 2" 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. After Gilmore was traded to the rising San Antonio Spurs in 1982, 
the Lakers and the Spurs met three times in the playoffs—twice in the first round and once 
in the conference finals—with L.A. winning each series. 

Gilmore and his wife, Enola, have five children, including two—former Louisiana 
Tech center Priya and 6' 10" Jacksonville sophomore O.J.—who played college basket- 
ball. Last December, at the invitation of the U.S. Armed Forces, Gilmore and former 
NBA guard Spud Webb (5' 7") visited U.S. troops in Afghanistan. Gilmore is also in- 
volved with a Jacksonville AAU youth team, instructing centers. “No matter what I do” 
says Gilmore, “the game will always be a big part of my life.” 


—John O’Keefe 
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Not surprisingly, Tom likes his milk on ice. 
“4 Milk delivers 9 essential nutrients active bodies need, ~ 
no matter how hot you are. 


got milk? 
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THE GREAT JEEP GETAWAY 


LIVE LARGE. PAY LITTLE. There’s something about being behind the wheel of a Jeep 4x4 that turns an average trip 
into a real adventure. A unique connection with the great outdoors that only a Jeep vehicle can provide. Think about 


that before you book your next getaway. For less than you imagine, you can experience The Great Jeep Getaway. Go 
mountain biking, go kayaking, go scuba diving—but first—go surfing at the Web site below. There you'll find special offers 
eB 5 and ideas and you can book your Jeep getaway right online now. That's the easy part. The 

rent-a-car| hard part? Deciding where to go. Log on to aol.com/getaways or AOL keyword: Getaways. 


Jeep 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 


Jeep is a registered trademark of DaimlerChrysler. 
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Introducing the Zippo Multi-Purpose Lighter. True to its name, the Zippo MPL is tough, dependable and guaranteed for life. Zi © 
It's also easy to refill, features an adjustable flame and comes with a fuel indicator that tells you when it’s getting low. Use Pp 
it to light candles, fireplaces, grills and more. The new Zippo MPL in silver or black. Reach for one at aretailernearyou. F OR REAL 


Zippo. It works or we fix it free!" * zippo.com 


PETER GREGOIRE 


“THIS IS my favorite place in the 
world,’ says David Cassidy, wreathed 
in a costly cologne, outside the pad- 
docks at Saratoga Race Course. “I 
mean, on a day like today, where on 
Earth would you rather be?” Then 
Cassidy, who has owned racehorses 
since the 1970s—when he made his 
fortune playing Keith Partridge on The 
Partridge Family—gestures sweepingly 
with his right hand, as if throwing 
open a cape. “Look around,” he says. “What’s not to love?” 

I love everything about Saratoga, the 139-year-old track in up- 
state New York. It is the Wrigley of raceways, or would be, if it 
weren’t a half century older than the ballpark. I love that every two 
patrons entering its grounds carry a heavy cooler between them, 
so that they look like pallbearers at a midget’s funeral. I love the 
press box, which installed a men’s room in 1978 and a ladies’ 
room in 1998, a 20-year interval in which women were asked, 
if you don’t mind, to hold it a little longer. And I love that the 
only acknowledgment of a larger world beyond the track are the 
four sentences—out of 116 pages—that the Daily Racing Form 
devotes to nonequine news. On this day, opposite a long story 
on the forthcoming Best Pal Stakes, is a minuscule item head- 
lined RUSSIAN COPTER CRASH KILLS 80. 

Mayflies live for a single day, cherry blossoms bloom for but 72 
hours, and Saratoga is open for racing only six weeks every sum- 
mer, until Labor Day. Which is why, every August, the popula- 
tion of Saratoga Springs triples to 75,000 and local channel 12 is 
devoted entirely to horse racing—reverential, low-budget, oddly 
hypnotic coverage playing without end. “It’s like Bulgarian cable 
television.” says The New York Times racing writer Joe Drape, 
seated at the bar of the Spring Water Bet & Breakfast, a horse- 
player’s hostel a block from the track. After a full day of racing in 
the East the TV above the bar is tuned to action from Del Mar 
near San Diego. (Hours after those races end, live racing from 
Australia is carried in some of New York City’s Off-Track Bet- 
ting parlors, whose clientele is every bit as male as the priest- 
hood, and more celibate.) 

In the 30-minute eternity between races at Saratoga, every 
walk of chain-smoking humanity watches televised simulcasts 
from Monmouth Park and Delaware Park while seated in row 
upon row of red, molded-plastic chairs bolted to the concrete 
behind the grandstand. It resembles the departure lounge at In- 
dira Gandhi International Airport. Seating is almost impossi- 
ble to come by, and when someone steals your chair here, he 


“2 


by Steve Rushin 


Air and Space 


does so literally: A track employee, at an information kiosk, 
has her stool bicycle-chained to the table at which she sits. As 
for the unreserved seating along the rails, a courtly sign says: 
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE BENCHES. It was necessitated, I 
like to think, by an unlucky bettor who figured that if he had to 
sleep on a park bench for the rest of his days, he might as well 
take one with him. 

Make no mistake, races are especially hard to handicap at 
Saratoga, the Graveyard of Favorites. Man o’ War suffered the 
only loss of his career here in 1919, beaten by Upset, who gave the 
upset its name. Hence the local lust for knowledge remains as- 
tonishing. “You’re from SPORTS ILLUSTRATED?” says the high- 
school kid slinging wieners at the Nathan’s Famous stand, eye- 
ing the credential around a writer’s neck. “Then maybe you know: 
Whatever became of Lemon Drop Kid?” (“He’s a horse,” you 
want to reply. “What could he possibly be doing now—selling 
real estate?” But you don’t, because his enthusiasm is infectious.) 

And so we stand in line at the ticket windows, the idle rich 
and the idle poor, poring over tout sheets and the DRF, intoxi- 
cated by tips like “intriguing” and “dangerous” and “has a shot”— 
the same vague, could-mean- 
anything adjectives found in 
horoscopes and weather fore- 
casts and Magic 8 Balls. But I 
don’t realize that until after the 
race, when my losing ticket has 
been torn into ticker tape and 
tossed to the wind. Oh, well. 
The track can take your money, 
but it cannot take your dignity. 

Or can it? Moments later, 
realizing the ticket is a busi- 
ness expense, I am on all fours, 
gathering the pieces, a confetti that now fills my pockets. I feel 
like Rip Taylor. The pieces will be assembled, mosaic-style, and 
filed with my next expense report. 

But profit is hardly the point of Saratoga. Take a walk around 
the grounds, past the paddocks, to the famous Big Red Spring, 
where water pours perpetually from three spigots in a fountain 
that resembles Caligula’s birdbath. Though the water tastes heav- 
ily of minerals—imbibing it is like sucking on a rock—retirees 
in cataract-surgery sunglasses drink it down lustily from paper 
shot glasses of the kind you get at the dentist. To judge by their 
expressions, they are happy citizens of Horse-opolis, and the 
spring is a fountain of youth. 

A gentle breeze sends pari-mutuel tickets lazily cartwheeling 
across the concourse and tickles the toupee of the railbird next to 
me. For the moment—with a Furlong Frank in one fist, an oil 


can of Foster’s in the other and a “promising” horse in the sev- 
a 


Saratoga is the 
Wrigley of 
raceways—or 


would be, if 
it weren't a half 
century older 
than the ballpark. 


enth race—there really is no place on Earth I'd rather be. 
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VOICE 


Genuity’s Enterprise Voice Over IP” combines 
voice and data onto our own single, reliable 
Tier 1 Internet network providing a potential 
savings of up to 40% on total data and telecom- 


munications costs. So you get business-class 


voice quality communication at a potentially significant 


You’re a CIO 


savings over a traditional PBX-switched system. 
Hefty long distance charges may not seem so 
hefty anymore. And when you opt to support 
only one network, the cost and complexity 


of managing and maintaining separate tele- 


phone and data networks may decrease. 


vs. You’rea SAVIOR 


Best of all, having carried more than one billion minutes 
of voice over our Internet backbone last year, Genuity’s Enterprise 
Voice Over IP can help provide reliable and secure continuity 
of your critical business functions. That's because we live 
and breathe network security, 24x7x365. Our experts manage 


and monitor your network perimeter for security breaches and 


unplanned network failures. And look for weaknesses and 

recommend solutions before they can become problems. 
You want to do the right thing for your enterprise. We want 

to help. To find out more about Genuity’s Enterprise Voice Over IP, 


call 1-800-GENUITY or visit 


genuity.com/enterprisevoice. G E N U ys: 


SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 


‘one Weavy 


ALICE SIMS LOOKS AT HER 17-YEAR-OLD SON AND SEES THE BOY 
she calls Little Ernie. He’s the speaker on an outreach mission telling 
kids about football and his faith; the B student and prospective 
veterinarian who loves dogs, frogs and once had a pet tarantula. 


SIMS HAS MUSCLED 
HIS WAY TO No. 1 

AMONG AMERICA’S 
PREP LINEBACKERS. 


Ernie’s football opponents see an entirely different person: a 
muscle-bound 6-foot, 225-pound wrecking ball with sideline- 
to-sideline speed who hits so hard his coach at North Florida 
Christian School limits his reps in practice so he won’t hurt 


his teammates. Experts rate the Tallahassee native as the 
nation’s best prep linebacker for his instincts and intensity, 
and with the Old Spice Athlete of the Month in the lineup, 
NFC has won four straight state titles. “I’m always going full 
speed, even when we’re playing two-hand touch,” says Sims, 
who started in the playoffs as an eighth-grade defensive 
end because NFC coach Tim Cokely coveted his 
fleet feet. “Il never want to let down.” 
In 2001 he had 178 tackles and 12 sacks, 
‘ forced seven fumbles, and he ran for 790 yards 


and 17 touchdowns as a part-time running 
back—a role he plans to expand this year. “He’s 
an amazing player, just an incredibly aggressive 


ys 
f, guy,” says SuperPrep recruiting expert Allen Wallace. 
Sims is an athletic composite of his parents. Dad 
Ernie Jr. was a Florida State linebacker/fullback, and 
Alice was an All-America sprinter at FSU. Ernie fell for 
Mom's sport first (he ran a 10.79-second 100 meters as 
a freshman), and he didn’t play football until he was 
10. Just three years later he was the youngest player 
on a state title team. “At first | was intimidated,” says 
Sims, now a senior. “We had some big players. But 


Ty 


after | got that first hit in, | was good to go.” 

Expect another quick transition next year. Sims 
can’t wait to play college ball, and all his courtiers, including Florida 
State, Florida and Miami, could use him both ways. “Whatever it takes, 
I'm cool with it,” he says. Such understanding shows that Little Ernie 
does the talking. The other Ernie sticks to tackling. —Alec Morrison 


The Old Spice Athlete of the Month Award recognizes outstanding male amateurs in 
high school, recreational and other sports programs. The 10th-anniversary Old Spice 
Athlete of the Year will be announced in the Dec. 16, 2002, issue. 


10 YEARS OF OLD SPICE ATHLETES OF THE MONTH 
The first Old Spice Athlete of the Month, announced in September 1992, 
was Scott Frost. The Wood River (Neb.) High quarterback went on to lead 
Nebraska to the 1997 national title and is now an NFL defensive back. 


© 2002 Time Inc, Photo by Phil Sears 


FEEL SORRY 
FOR THE 
OTHER GELS. 


New High Endurance Clear Gel keeps you dry. Drier than the leading clear gel. 
If you don't think so, call 1-800-PROVE-IT and Old Spice will buy you a stick of your old stuff. www.oldspice.com ©2002 Psc 


HOW TO HELP. 


The September 11th Fund is 
accepting donations now. And we’re 
directing the money to where it is 
needed most. From grief counseling 
and emergency financial assistance 
to long-term medical care and 


community rebuilding. 


The fund, established by the 
United Way and The New York 
Community Trust, will use 100% of 


your donation to support immediate 


Get to any participating and longer term assistance to 
Poot Locker and fill out 
an official entry form. « 


victims, families and communities 
affected by the tragedy. In a time of 
immense loss and mourning, please 
be assured that any gift you give will 


be distributed efficiently and expertly. 


How to donate: 


MAIL 
Check payable to: 
“United Way September 11th Fund” 
S/o United Way of NYC, 2 Park Avenue, 
New York, NY 10016 


PHONE 
1-800-710-8002 


ONLINE 
www.september 11 fund.org 


The September HE. Fund 


ey The New York Community Trust 
Fe] unitep way © 
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PLAYERS 


the new 


VICK 


It’s three o’clock. 


_ Where do your kids 20 


BOYS & GiRts off 
OF AMERICA 


Sports Illustrated 4 
is a Proud Supporter of q . ; 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America ; When I was nine, my mom had to work 
two full time jobs to keep our family together. She didn't get 


home till 11. The streets were there, but for my sake, so was the 
Boys & Girls Club, a Positive Place for Kids, 
and our second home every day after school. 


Today, there are 3,000 Boys & Girls Clubs where 


caring people help our children succeed. Does it work? It did for me.” 
- Alex Rodriguez, Texas Rangers 


At Boys & Girls Clubs, we believe every child in America should be 
involved in a safe, supervised after-school program — every day. 


Call 1-800-854-CLUB or visit www.bgca.org 


The Positive Place For Kids 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
OF AMERICA 


MARK ZINGARELLI 


“Forty-three drivers, acting as if they were auditioning fo 


Gone Cheatin’ 


r The Dukes of Hazzar 1.” —Fiasu corvon, PAGE 32 


Now that it’s not just done for the halibut, fishing is seeing a slew of scandals 


This summer’s most significant 
weigh-in did not take place in 
Las Vegas before the Barrera- 
Morales featherweight title fight 
but occurred on the shores of a 
Canadian lake during last month’s 
Great Ontario Salmon Derby. Local 
angler Gary Morrison allegedly 
tried to con tournament judges by 
ramming 7% pounds of threaded 
lead pipes, small rocks and vari- 
ous sinkers down the guts of a chi- 
nook he claimed to have caught. 
The fish tipped the scales at a mas- 
sive 34% pounds—nearly enough 
to have netted the 50-day derby’s 
$50,000 grand prize. 

Morrison had also been impli- 
cated in another suspected weight- 
rigging scheme earlier in the 
tournament (a 38%4-pound salmon 
had been larded with ice cubes), 
and officials called the cops. He 
was charged with two counts of 
“cheating at play” and two of 
“attempted fraud over $5,000.” If 
he’s convicted on all counts—a 
court date is pending—Morrison’s 
sentence would be oddly appro- 
priate: He'd face up to eight years 
in the tank. 

It’s said that the only time a 
fisherman tells the truth is when 
he calls another a liar. Half the fun 
of angling is spinning yarns about 
the trout that hunted you out in the 
shallows while mayflies performed 
their ballet under the branches— 
you know, the same five-pounder 
that shimmied past five hooks until 
it found yours. But cheating? 


Sorry, Charlie: In an age of 
steroid, ephedrine and blood- 
doping scandals, the noble pas- 
time of sittin’ and dreamin’ and 
spittin’ in the creek may well be 
the smelliest sport of all. Crooked 
anglers in cast-for-cash contests 
not only fib about the ones that 
got away but also stretch the 
truth about the ones they’ve 
caught. Lured by the pros- 


q 


per out of the deep freeze rather 
than the deep water. A “seafood 
scientist” testified that the bait 
found inside the snapper was fresh- 
er than the fish itself, which, he 
said, was probably caught two 
weeks earlier. Though the 
defendants got off the 
hook—the evidence 


HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMP One fisherman allegedly stuffed his catch 
with five pieces of threaded lead pipe, IO sinkers and nine small rocks. 


pect of big prizes for big fish, they're 
telling whoppers instead of land- 
ing them. 

As it turns out, it’s a lot easier to 
shoot fish in a barrel than to smug- 
gle them into a competition. At a 
trial in New Zealand in July three 
South Aucklanders were accused 
of having pulled a 30-pound snap- 


was judged flimsier than a plastic 
wiggler, and the anglers were 
acquitted—match organizers have 
refused so far to give them the win- 
ning $9,600 purse. 

A few weeks after that verdict a 
fisherman was arrested for theft 
in Indiana at the Tippecanoe Val- 
ley Anglers Tournament after 


claiming a $300 prize for the heay- 
iest catch of the day. Police say a 
video camera caught him wet- 
handed as he loaded bass from a 
sunken cage onto his boat; the fish- 
erman pled not guilty. 

Electronic gadgetry is being used 
to snag cheats as well as fish. The 
Bass Anglers Sports Society 
(B.A.S.S.), which holds 20 elite tour- 
naments every year, requires com- 
petitors not only to catch large 
strings of fish over several days but 
also to take polygraph tests when 
accusations of cheating arise. Even 
this deterrent isn’t infallible: In 1983 
a Louisiana angler won $105,000 
at an independent Texas fish-off by 
presenting judges with a Florida 
bass. Investigators figured the 
fisherman—who later admitted the 
deception—had beaten the lie de- 
tector by swallowing Valium. 

The fishiest scam B.A.S.S. 
founder Ray Scott ever heard of 
occurred at a tournament in Vir- 
ginia. Despite a fair-weather fore- 
cast, a participant was observed 
climbing into a boat in a full-length 
raincoat. Under the slicker, draped 
around his neck, were two 
stringers of bass. The fish flasher 
had planned to dump the contra- 
bass into one of the craft’s live 
wells when his draw partner 
wasn’t looking. 

Scott’s own test of character: 
“What would a person do if he 
knew he wouldn’t be caught?” 

That, of course, opens a whole 
new can of worms. —Franz Lidz 
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Scorecard 


Flash Gordon 


Battling tight turns and road rage, a 
star finds his way back to victory lane 


= 


32 


Allow us to make a plea to NASCAR’s powers 
that be: Give us more short-track races like the 
one we saw last Saturday night, when the 
Sharpie 500 at Bristol Motor Speedway re- 
minded us that for all the sport’s attempts to 
go mainstream, stock car racing is still at its 
best when 43 drivers are acting as if they were 
auditioning for The Dukes of Hazzard. 

The big winner was Jeff Gordon, who si- 
multaneously ended 
the longest victory ; 
drought of his career ~, 
(31 races) and jumped 
from fifth to third in 
the standings. He now 
Sits just 111 points be- 
hind leader Sterling 
Marlin. Gordon se- 
cured the win when he 
passed Rusty Wallace for the lead with three 
laps left after giving Wallace a tap on the 
rear fender heading into Turn 3. It was Gor- 
don’s first win since Sept. 30, 2001, and the 
59th of his career. 

The Bristol track, a half-mile bullring, re- 
quires racing in tight quarters, and drivers sel- 
dom go fast enough to do serious damage to 
one another. Hence the constant banging—and 
ensuing complaints, threats and promises of 
vengeance—which invariably provide the best 
theater of the year. Ward Burton chucked his 
heat shields at Dale Earnhardt Jr., then lament- 
ed not having something to shoot at him. Jim- 
mie Johnson did find something to shoot at 
Robby Gordon: the bird. Elliott Sadler pointed 
to his temple in the universal sign for “Use your 
head, chump,’ as Joe Nemecheck drove by. And 


TENNESSEE STUD In 
Bristol, Gordon soared 
while Burton (left) seethed. 


Hut Stricklin stayed on the track 
to give Jeremy Mayfield a round 
"of sarcastic applause after May- 
field ended Stricklin’s day. 

The whining provided a welcome respite 
from the sort of complaints one hears at other 
tracks, namely that NASCAR has tilted the 
playing field in favor of one manufacturer or 
another. At Bristol it hardly matters what kind 
of car you’re in—only that you can drive it. 
And on Saturday, Gordon showed that even 
though he hadn’t won in almost a year, he’s 
still one of the best. His winless jag was mis- 
leading; he finished in the top 10 in 16 of his 
31 losses, and he has been hovering high in 
the standings all year. After his late-race move 
on Saturday, it was just like old times, with his 
competitors bemoaning their own helpless- 
ness. “I was desperately trying to knock the 
s--- out of him,’ said Wallace. “I just couldn’t 
catch him.” —Mark Bechtel 


ODD JOB Newyork Jets INSTANT REPLAY ADVISER 


i ‘since millions are already doing i it for free every — 
" ‘Sunday. But this fall, former NFL ref Tony — 
Veteri will get paid to watch football on TVand | 
disagree with the officials, In August the Jets 


Ttdoeen’ 't sound much like a job, especially 


hired Veteri, 78, to become the team's instant 


replay adviser, the first former official 1 to be 


hired for sucha position. During g ‘games  Veteri 
will huddle with assistant coaches in the press 
box and advise them c on challenging calls. His. 
jobis pressure-packed: ‘If the ruling is up- 
held, his team loses a timeout. “I'm going to 
have maybe 30 seconds tops,” says Veteri, 


Sultan of Slo-mo 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


GO FIGURE 
19,000 Hotel rooms already 


booked in metro Detroit for the 2006 
Super Bowl at Ford Field. 


$845 million Value of the 


Washington Redskins, according to 
Forbes magazine's annual ranking of pro 
football franchises. The Redskins have 
topped the list for three consecutive 
years. The average value of an NFL team, 
according to Forbes, is $531 million. 


2,081 Ranking on Amazon.com's 


sales list for Bud, Sweat and Tees: A 
Walk on the Wild Side of the PGA Tour 
before Rich Beem won the PGA 
Championship. The book, written by SI's 
Alan Shipnuck, chronicles Beem’s [999 
rookie season. 


8 Ranking on the list after Beem’s win. 


92- 10 Combined 2002 win-loss 
record of Venus and Serena Williams 
heading into the U.S. Open, 


40,210 Average daily attendance 


at the First Union Center for the five-day 
2002 X Games in Philadelphia, a 18% 
increase over last year’s daily attendance 
at the same venue. 


$1.2 million Received by Little 
League baseball in 2001 from ABC and 
ESPN as part of a six-year deal worth 
more than $7 million. 


who, will rely on ‘the regular network feed. 
Coach Herman Edwards will still make the 


final decision on challenges, but if anyone is 


qualified for such a gig, it's Veteri, who 
worked four Super Bowls during his 40-year 
career as an NFL referee and an observer of 
officials. He had no challenges in the team’s 
first three preseason games and says he 
wouldn’t hesitate: to challenge calls made by 
his son, Tony, an NEL official. “ 


you think you see something, don’t call it. 
When you know you saw it, then you call it.” 


‘m treating i it 
just like reffing,” Veteri says of his job, “When 


(1U313A) ONOOVI NHOF :(NOLUNG) LNL 40 ASILUNOD *(NOGHOS) SIDVAI ALL39/SSOUD 443 


MARVIN GARDENS PARK PLACE 


“ 


www.saturn.com 


THE NEW 2003 SATURN® L-SERIES. Everyday, meet elegant. 
Elegant, meet everyday. The redesigned L-Series. Available with a V6, It’s different in a Saturn. 
Leather Appointments! a DVD system! and a Maryin Gardens price tag. 
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Scorecard 


The Cincinnati Kid, Part 2 


THE BLOTTER 


Meet jockey John McKee, whom some folks call the next Steve Cauthen 


At River Downs in Cincinnati they’ve been 
making the comparisons all summer. In 
May 1976 Steve Cauthen, the 18-year-old 
son of a horse trainer, arrived from Wal- 
ton, Ky., 30 miles distant, and despite his 
apprentice status quickly became the track’s 
leading jockey, winning a record 109 races 
and launching a career that would be 
capped by the 1978 Triple Crown, aboard 
Affirmed, and three Eclipse 
Awards. Twenty-six years later, 
here comes John McKee, 21, the 
son of a jockey from Hamers- 
ville, Ohio, 30 miles distant, and 
guess what? The apprentice is 
the leading jockey at River with 
97 wins through Monday and 
$595,944 in purses. In July, 


DAILY DOUBLE McKee 
(top) even has the same 
agent as the young Cauthen. 


met or talked to Steve Cauthen?’ 
says McKee, whose father, 
McKee became the first ap- David, rode at River 20 years 
prentice to ride 65 winners at the track be- _ago, “butit’s a thrill just hearing my name 
fore Aug, 1. (Cauthen had 64.) With aweek — with his. I remember my dad talking all 
left in the meet, Cauthen’s record is clear- _ the time about how great Cauthen was” 
ly in jeopardy. Some are already saying that about 

Both men seem to have been born to McKee. “He’s as good as Cauthen was 
ride, being small even by jockey stan- _ when he started,” says former Downs 
dards: McKee is 4' 11",95 pounds; Cau- steward Mike Manganello, who rode 
then, in his first season, was 5'2" and87_ Dust Commander to victory in the 
pounds, But outside the record books, 1970 Kentucky Derby. “The kid’s clear- 
their paths have not crossed. “I’ve never _ly a natural” —Albert Chen 


SPORT? NOT A SPORT? scrassie 


NOT A SPORT “Any foot- 
ball player cannot con- 
sider Scrabble a sport. 
Flipping letters cannot 
be considered a physi- 
cal-type activity.” 

—Steve Beuerlein, Den- 
ver Broncos quarterback 


NOT A SPORT “I’m not 
sure it’s a sport, but it 
helps me with my inter- 
views.” —Dave Veres, 
St. Louis Cardinals reliever 


SPORT “You have to be 
pretty sharp. It’s a sport 
of the mind.” —Desi Rela- 
ford, Seattle Mariners 
shortstop 


NOT A SPORT “It would ofa 
only be a sport if you had ae SRE aah 
tostand up for the whole Sherman (right) winning 
the Super Bowl of Scrabble 
game and hold some- 
thing in each hand with your arms ex- 
tended while the other players make 
their word.” —Mark Cuban, Dallas Mav- 
ericks owner 


‘SPORT “I trained for 100 
hours in the past month. There’s a cer- 
tain amount of physical movement, lift- 
ing the tile bag and reaching into it. It’s 
been proved that as we're thinking, 
we're burning calories at a rate similar to 
doing an activity that requires physical 
exertion.” —Joe/ Sherman, grand prize 
winner at last week’s National Scrab- 
ble Championship in San Diego 


NOT A SPORT “Scrabble? There’s no 
physical effort. It’s kind of like chess, 
maybe, but not a sport.” —Apolo Ohno, 
U.S. Olympic short-track speed skater 


34 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Refused By twin 
brothers Jose and 
Ozzie Canseco, 38, a 
plea bargain on charges 
relating to a fight last 
fall. On Nov. 4 the 
Canseco brothers will 
stand trial in Miami on 
charges of aggravated 
battery for allegedly 
fighting with two men at 
a nightclub last 
October. Under the 
agreement Jose would 
have received five 
years’ probation and 
Ozzie three years’ 
probation. If 
convicted, Jose 

and Ozzie could 
face up to 31 and 

{7 years in prison, 
respectively. 


Died of heart 
failure, Hoyt 

Wilhelm, 79, the 
renowned 
knuckleballer and 

the first reliever 
elected to the Hall 

of Fame. Even as a kid 
Wilhelm was fascinated 
with the darting, dipping 
pitch and, practicing his 
grip, would wear the 
fuzz off tennis balls. 
Drafted into World 

War Il, he earned a 
Purple Heart at the 
Battle of the Bulge, then 
spent nine years in the 
minors before joining 
the Giants at age 28. 
Known as the Johnny 
Appleseed of 
knuckleballers, Wilhelm 
preached the benefits 
of his pitch to young 
hurlers during his years 
with the Giants, Orioles, 
White Sox and six other 
teams. Because 
Wilhelm’s knuckler 
frustrated catchers, 
Baltimore manager Paul 
Richards ordered 
oversized mitts for his 


receivers in 1960, an 
imperfect solution that 
is stillin use. Wilhelm 
finished his career in 
1972 with a 143-122 
record and 227 saves; 
he remains the last 
pitcher to no-hit the 
Yankees, beating them 
I-O on Sept. 20, 1958, 
while with the Orioles. 
“He had,” said former 
White Sox teammate 
Tom McCraw, "the best 
damn knuckleball I’ve 
ever seen.” 


Hoyt Wilhelm r | 


> After his Mercedes 
crashed outside Kansas 
City, Mo., Wayne 
Simmons, 32, former 
NFL linebacker and a 
starter on Green Bay’s 
{996 Super Bowl 
championship team. 
Simmons played for 
Green Bay between ’93 
and ’97 before moving 
on to Kansas City and, 
briefly, Buffalo. 


Revealed That she 
plans to join the 
Winston Cup racing 
circuit as a driver, 
Tonya Harding, 31. The 
former skater made the 
announcement as she 
checked into the Clark 
County Jail in 
Vancouver, Wash., on 
Aug. 20, to serve 10 
days for DUI while on 
probation. 
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THE SHOW | ByBiLLscHert 


(Taptaptap) Is this thing on? 
(Taptaptap) Is this season still on? 


HELP ME OUT HERE What do you think 
the chances are we'll ever see a Rob Man- 
fred Bobblehead Night? 


I don’t want to complain about the pace 
of the negotiations, but Steve Trachsel 
works faster. 


Alex Rodriguez offered to give up 30% 
to 40% of his $252 million salary if it 
would help move things along. And I’m 
not sure about the connection, but a 


half hour after he said that, Anna Nicole 
Smith had her wedding dress let out. 


And San Diego Padres owner John 
Moores said he was willing to shut down 
the Padres for the rest of this year and 
all of next season. Well, sure—O-0 is the 
closest they'll get to finishing .500. 


Despite a leaguewide drop in atten- 
dance, the Yankees last week were on 
pace to attract 3.6 million fans. Do 
you realize what this would mean if 
there was real revenue sharing? Yeah, 
I don’t care, either. 


Former replacement player Shane 
Spencer was allowed to meet with some 
union players. And everyone in the union 
agrees: He makes a dynamite gin and 
tonic. 


Meanwhile, the man who caught Barry 
Bonds’s 600th home run says he won’t 
share proceeds from the sale with his 
friends. He said, “You can’t find a per- 
son that deserves it more than me.” No, 
wait. I’m sorry. That’s what Barry said. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL SEASON BEGINS— 
FINALLY! I don’t know about you, but I 
can’t wait until it all culminates in the 
Rose Bowl on Memorial Day. 


Florida State coach Bobby Bowden has 
come under fire for having the Seminoles 
use “Let’s Roll” as their rallying cry. Wait 
a minute. I thought “Let’s Roll” was 
the rallying cry of Nate Newton. 


SERENA WILLIAMS SEEDED FIRST AT U.S. 
OPEN She was seeded second, but she 
brought a note from her father. 


On the men’s side, you have to feel 

bad for Pete Sampras. He didn’t 

even make Bridgette Wilson’s 
top 16. 


They’re really beefing up 

security for this year’s 

Open. In fact, it could take 
another five days before 
they stop patting down 
Anna Kournikova. 


PATRIOTS OWNER ROBERT 
KRAFT UNDERGOES SUC- 
CESSFUL BYPASS SURGERY 
Very serious. Doctors went in and found 
his arteries blocked by Damien Woody. 


In other NFL news Drew Brees has beat- 
en out Doug Flutie for the starting QB 
job in San Diego. Quick impression. 
Chargers coach Marty Schottenheimer 
talking to G.M. John Butler: 

“You tell him.” 

“No, you tell him.” 

“No, you tell him?” 

“Hey, not me. I got a family. You tell 
him....” 


Former Colts linebacker Jeff Herrod re- 
mains in an Indiana jail awaiting ex- 
tradition to Nevada on charges he passed 
$75,000 in bad checks. I’m confused. I 
thought you weren’t allowed to hold a 
defensive player. 


TOBEY MCGUIRE TO STAR IN “SEABISCUIT” 
FILM This is smart. Universal will audi- 
tion 30 MLB owners and 750 players for 
the part of the horse’s ass. 


My time is up. You’ve been great. 
Enjoy T-Rex. 


Q+A wevton Hewitt 


“I'm very intense” 


As he got ready for this week’s 
tournament, the U.S. Open’s top seed— 
and only seeded Australian—took time 

to volley with SI. 

St: You won last year’s = 

Open two days before 

Sept. 11. Did that have an 

impact on you? : 4 
Hewitt: I was on cloud 2 
nine after winning my ; 
first major. I’m on an 4 
airplane from L.A. to 

Sydney, going home to 

celebrate, and the pilot 

came on and told us. It 

wasn’t until I got in front 

of a TV that I realized 

how bad it was. Suddenly 

winning the U.S. Open didn’t mean anything. 

Sk: Its rare for a little guy [Hewitt’s 5' 10", 145 pounds] 
and a counterpuncher to get to Number 1. You've gotten 
there at age 21. What’s your secret? 

Hewitt: I’m not the biggest guy out there or the 
biggest server, so I’ve got to win another way. My 
return of serve is one of my strengths, and my 
quickness around the court. I put those things 
together and make a decent package out of it. 

Sk: You don’t fit the laid-back Aussie tennis stereotype. 
How come you're not more like the affable Pat Rafter? 
Hewitt: On court I’m very intense. I love to 
compete—the one-on-one aspect gets me fired up. 
Off the court, though, I’m pretty laid-back. ’'m 
actually a lot shyer than people realize. 

St: You had a ponytail for years, but now it’s been 
shorn. Any psychological edge, like a swimmer shaving 
before a big meet? 

Hewitt: Not at all. I just got sick of brushing my hair 
all the time. 

Sk: You've been dating WTA Top 10 player Kim 
Clijsters for two years. If you spotted her a set and a 
5-love lead, could she beat you? 

Hewitt: She could probably hit four winners, I guess, 
and do it. 

Si: You made more than $4 million in 2001. What are 
you spending it on since you still live with your parents? 
Hewitt: Not a lot. I’ve got a piece of land in Australia, 
in Adelaide, and other than that I haven't spent a 
whole heap of money. I’m not the kind of guy to buy 
six sports cars or an expensive house. 

Si: Do the Aussie fans who paint their faces green-and- 
gold and shout “Aussie, Aussie, Aussie, Oy, Oy, Oy” at 
your matches scare you just a little? 

Hewitt: No, they're actually good blokes. I know 
most of them. —David Sparrow 
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THE US OPEN ISH 
LAYING TO WIN. } 


es ep eet he BS & 


Teeeeaenass 
BEET 
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Scoring with tennis people everywhere: usopen.org — 

powered by IBM. Fans can get courtside via wireless 

access, real-time scores, stats and more. And the US 

Tennis Association is smiling, too. They're able to handle business is Te Game. Flay twin” 
massive traffic spikes for the two-week event— without : 

having to invest in an infrastructure for the rest of the year. 

The end result? Everybody's winning at this year’s Open. 


SPORTS 


IT’S NOT surprising that Wyatt 
Russell would blossom into an 
athlete. It’s just that no one in his 
family expected he’d wear skates 
instead of spikes. By week’s end am 
Wyatt, the 16-year-old son of Kurt 
Russell and Goldie Hawn, will be one 
of eight goaltenders in training camp 
with the Prince George (B.C.) 
Cougars of the Western Hockey 
League. The club is so optimistic 
about Russell that it has put him on its 50- 
player protected list, which means he is off- 
limits to other teams. “When I first saw him 
last year, I was concerned that he wasn’t very 


SS 
THIS WEEK’S SIGN OF THE 


ah 
r | 


A married Japanese homemaker 
has begun sleeping with 

her English instructor because, 
she says, it makes her feel 
closer to Manchester United’s 
David Beckham. 


? 


big,’ says Russ Smart, the Cougars’ director 
of scouting. “When I found out he’d grown to 
6' 1", 160 pounds, I was doing cartwheels.” 
The youngest Russell 
comes from solid ath- 
letic stock. Kurt played 
minor league baseball in 
the early 1970s for the 
Padres and the Angels orga- 
nizations before a torn rotator 
cuff brought him back to the acting 
career he’d begun as a child. Kurt’s 
father, Bing, also played minor league 
ball, and Braves first baseman Matt 
Franco is Kurt’s nephew. To be close to 
the youngest of their four children, 
Russell and Hawn purchased a $4 mil- 
lion home in Vancouver earlier this ’ 
year and will shuttle between there 
and L.A. for the next two years. While , 


38 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Wyatt probably won’t make the 
Cougars’ roster this season, he will 
most likely play Junior B hockey 
in the Vancouver area for the Rich- 
mond Sockeyes. “It’s on the West 
Coast, so there’s some sanity to 
it for us? says Kurt. “Wyatt’s our 
last one, so we’re fortunate 
to be able to do this with 
him.’ 


= After motocross rider 
7 Carey Hart (left) executed 
his signature backflip to 
win a silver medal at last 
week’s X Games in Philadel- 
phia, the woman who cur- 
rently owns Hart’s heart, 
pop singer Pink, quickly 
offered her congratu- 
lations in the form of 
an enthusiastic hug. The couple’s 
canoodling, in fact, was so heated 
during the week that one X Games 
organizer described the action as 
“Angelina and Billy Bob—esque.” 
Back in the day, at least. Says Hart, 
“We met for the first time a year 
ago at the X Games in Philadel- 
phia, kind of hooked up about two 
months after that, and things went 
from there. She’s big into skate- 
boarding and from Philly” Away 
from the track the 27-year-old Hart 
is an extra in Pink’s video for her 
latest single, Just like a Pill. 


rane No, the Spanish have 
PICTURE c not embraced cockfighting 
in their own special way. Last week, in Ciudad 
Real, a spectator threw a rooster into the ring, 


and matador’s assistant José Tomas couldn't keep 
his capon. Get it? Tomas did moments later, and 
with the bird in hand, the bullfighting season 
proceeded smoothly into its final weeks. 


about flash than fundamentals, no one wants 
to hire him. That’s when Shaq (who will play 


Sure, he’s played a 3,000-year-old genie (in 
Kazaam) and a comic book hero (in Steel), but 
can Shaquille O'Neal play himself? In late July, 
O’Neal and Judith McCreary, a co-executive 
producer on NBC’s Law and Order: Special Vic- 

tims Unit, pitched CBS executives a 
® one-hour drama involving a team- 
mate of O’Neal’s who suffers a career- 
ending knee injury in a car accident. 
The player desperately wants to stay 
in basketball as a coach, but be- 
cause his reputation is more 


<« THEY 


himself in a recurring role) swoops in to help 
him get a coaching job at Shaq’s old high school. 
“He's got a million dollars in the bank, but he 
has to earn the respect of the other teachers? 
explains McCreary, the show’s creator. CBS of- 
ficials bought the idea and told her to write a 
pilot. The network will look at McCreary’s script 
around Christmas, and if CBS likes whatit sees, 
a pilot will be shot next February. Should the 
show get picked up, expect the Big Thespian to 
tape episodes before training camp for the 
2003-04 NBA season. 


~ TIMO PEREZ 


New York Mets outfielder, on why he 
showboated after hitting a home run 
in the top of the ninth at Denver’s Coors 
Field: “I thought I was in New York.” 
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(ONE DRIVER. ONE PICKUP. ONE RELIABLE NETWORK. ONE FEWER WRINKLE ON YOUR FOREHEAD.) 


Instead of three different pickups and three different drivers for ground, overnight and 
international, Brown gives you one pickup and one driver. The same driver you know and 

count on. UPS’s seamless, unified network makes shipping reliable, simple and easy — no 
matter what you're sending, no matter when it has to be there. So relax. You've got Brown. @ 


WHAT CAN BROWN DO FOR YOU?™ 


Se ee ee a 
TH E WE EK i N >With so much attention showered upon ABC’s new 
Monday Night Football pairing, it’s easy to forget that 


Fox is also debuting a freshly minted No. | announcing 
team this season. The trio of Joe Buck, Troy Aikman 
AUG. 30-SEPT. 5 and Chris Collinsworth called the Eagles-Ravens 
game last Friday and show plenty of promise after just 
two broadcasts. Last year Aikman shone as a rookie 
analyst, thanks to the deferential manner of fellow 
analyst Daryl Johnston, and now Collinsworth is 


FRIDAY 8/30 > TBS 7 PM > > 
If TBS is airing reruns of Matlock or Mama’s Family tonight, you'll know the 
baseball players are on strike. 


SATURDAY 8/31 > ABC 9 PM > I giving him the same room to make salient points. 
Poor new Irish coach Tyrone Willingham. Tonight's tussle against the Terps is the (‘The one area Donovan McNabb really struggles in is 
first of nine games Notre Dame will play against 2001 bowl teams this season. when he’s forced to sit in the pocket and deliver the 
SATURDAY 8/31 > TNT 9 PM > football,” Aikman said last Friday.) Both analysts have 


also meshed nicely with Buck, who has made a 


Ming the Merciless? Or Ming the Meek? Judge for yourself when 7' 5” center nr 
seamless transition from 


Yao Ming, the first pick in the NBA draft, goes against Team USA's big men at the 
World Basketball Championships. baseball to football. U N D a R 
a >TNT’s pit reporters 
>> MISS - | distinguished 
THURSDAY 9/5 > SHOWTIME 10 PM | themselves during 
== NASCAR's entertaining ; 
Sharpie 500 last » Fox's New Cr ew 
Saturday night. First, » TNT Is the Pits 
Matt Yocum elicited »A Lead-in for PTI 
This documentary airs some menacing words 


exactly 30 years after 
Arab terrorists killed Israeli 
athletes at the Games 
(SI, Aug. 26). Radio reports 


from driver Ward Burton, who said he wished “I had 

something | could have shot through the window” 

rather than throwing his heat shields at Dale 

filed by Greenspan, thena Earnhardt Jr.’s car after Earnhardt knocked him out 

44-year-old correspondent, of the race. Then, in the postrace ceremony, Bill 

are chilling. ii The a ase fam = Weber opened his questioning of race winner Jeff 
= Boe Gordon with an eloquent “Welcome home.” That 

prompted Gordon, who won for the first time in 31 

races, to look toward the heavens, arms raised, and 

scream, “Thank you.” Terrific stuff. 


WEDNESDAY 9/3 > USA {| AM AND 7 PM > : 
If the seeds hold on the women’s side, the quarters will offer a dynamite 
doubleheader of top seed Serena Williams against Justine Henin and second seed 


Venus Williams against Monica Seles. >With Unscripted failing as a lead-in for Pardon the 


THURSDAY 9/5 > ESPN 8:30 PM > : Interruption, ESPN will try again with Around the 
Are you ready for some . . . Bon Jovi? For the first time, the NFL kicks off ona Horn, a daily half-hour show featuring writers from 
Thursday night, just seven miles from Times Square, where Enrique Iglesias, Eve, newsrooms around the country offering their takes 
Alicia Keys and New Jersey's most famous big-haired band will perform as part of on the sports news of the day. The show is expected 
a four-hour pregame jam. to debut in late September. —R.D. 
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rHuRsoy, SETEMGER 5 SUNDAY, serene 8 
MeL COUNTDOWN - SPECIAL EDITION SUNDAY NFL COUNTDOWN 


I-00 AM 
NFL SEASON OPENER - 49ERS vs. GIANTS © NFL PRIMETIME presented by miter uit 


8:30 PM Also available on ESPN Deportes 7:30 PM 


COWBOYS vs. TEXANS 
B:30 PM 
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DUR LOW PRICE GUARANTEE MEANS = 


OF COURSE, IF YOU LIKE 
WORRYING, SORRY ABOUT THAT. 


With Circuit City’s Price Match Plus, if you find a lower 
price within 30 days of purchase, we'll give you back 
110% of the price difference. 
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FIVE STAR 


Stronger. More Comfortable. Guaranteed. 


Wrangler 


For a retailer near you, call toll-free 1-877-897-HERO or visit www.wrangler.com. Real. Comfortable. Jeans. 


FROM TOP: LAURIE BECK; JIM LUZZI; BOBBY LOGGINS; SHAWN DOWD; JOE ANGELES; MICHAEL QUATERMAN; SCOTT K. BROWN 


Faces in the Crowd 


1, PHILADELPHIA 


Boxing 
Jefferson, 19, won his third consecutive title at the National Golden 
Glove Championships, in Denver. Fighting in the 119-pound class, 
he earned a decision over Torrence Daniels, who had beaten him 
earlier in the year at the U.S. Challenge. 


€, WHITE HOUSE STATION, N.J. 
Kayak 
Nortje, 35, won all eight events she entered at the U.S. Sprint Na- 
tionals in Gainesville, Ga. She took individual titles in the 200-, 
500- and 1,000-meter races; she also won three two-person races 
with partner Kathy Colin, and two four-person races. 


lel je, PALESTINE, TEXAS 
Golf 
Jeremy, 17, set an American Junior Golf Association record for 
low score in a 54-hole tournament when he shot 19 under par to 
win the Abilene Reporter-News Junior at the Abilene Country Club. 
He shot 66-64-64 at the par-71 course. 


Da\ puccio, ROCHESTER, N.Y. 
Soccer 

David, 15, won the Golden Glove for best goalie as he led the Junior 
Rhinos to an under-15 title at the U.S. Youth Soccer National Cham- 
pionships. With less than a minute left in the finals he stopped a 
penalty kick to preserve a 1-0 victory over the Aiken (S.C.) Fire. 


O’FALLON, MO. 


Basketball 
Jared, 12, was named most outstanding player for the sixth-to- 
eighth-grade NCAA division at the Five-Star Junior Basketball 
Camp in Naperville, Ill. He averaged 21 points despite playing 
only three quarters per game. 


CULVER CITY, CALIF. 
Archery 
Peterson, 20, won the recurve bow title at USA Archery’s National 
Target Championships in Canton, Mich. A junior at USC, she hit 
all 288 targets and landed 91 shots in the 10 ring. Peterson also 
took second this summer at the U.S. Open. 


RICHMOND 


Cycling 

Nicholson, 31, set two world records for the CP3 division (a classi- 
fication for cerebral palsy that denotes its degree of severity, CP4 
being the mildest) at the International Paralympic Committee’s Cy- 
cling World Championships in Altenstadt, Germany. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Thanks to our scientifically 


proven formula of carbohydrates 


and electrolytes, nothing’s been 


hydrating athletes better than 
Gatorade since 1965. 


is it in you? 
a a 


We'll keep you hydrated. 
How you get your fiber is up to you. 


ACE presents 


The hight Path 


The walk from our 
driveway to the 
front door is pretty 
long, and at night 
we would like 
to light the way. 
What’s a do-it- 
yourself option? 
The easiest way is 
to buy a set of low- 
voltage ground lights. 
They come in a few 
styles and cost from 
$100-$150 for a set of 
six, which can light up 
to about 60 feet of 
walkway. After you figure 
out the lamp locations and plant the 
fixtures, make a shallow cut (no more 
than six inches deep) in the soil to run 
the wiring. It all connects to a transformer 
included with the kit that plugs into an 
outdoor outlet and converts 120-volt 
house current into 12-volt DC power. 
You can control the system with a timer, 
a sensor that switches the lights on at dusk 
or even a motion detector that only turns 
them on when people walk by. A wireless 
option is to buy lights that run on batteries 
charged by a solar cell. 


loose Screws 


The hinges on some of my doors have 
come loose, but when I try to retighten 
the screws, they just keep turning as 
if the holes were stripped. Does that 
mean I have to move the hinges? 

You'll be happy to know you can leave 
the hinges where they are and just fix the 
holes. But do not—I repeat, do not—simply 
pack the offending holes with wood filler in 
hopes of driving screws into them. That fix 
won't last. Instead widen the holes with a 
half-inch boring bit and then glue in short 
sections of hardwood dowel, making sure to 
set them flush with the surface. After letting 
the glue dry overnight (there’s no need to 
rush this), put the hinge leaf in place and 
mark new drilling points on the dowels. 
Choose a drill bit that produces a tight fit for 
the hinge screw, drill the holes and reinstall 
the hinge and the door. You'll likely never 
have to worry about this again, because 
this little repair is stronger than the original. 
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HOME SOLUTIONS ANSWER MAN 


Office Politics 


My wife and I both work 
at home, and we want to 
set up separate offices. 
But we don’t want to buy 
a duplicate printer, scanner 
or cable modem, so how can 
we network our computers 
and peripherals? 
That's a wise move because 
it may not be easy to peacefully 
coexist in a small home office. 
There are wired and wireless 
ways to link separate offices to 
the same peripherals. For the 
wired option, a multiwire CAT5 
cable (available at home centers 
and electrical suppliers) must run 
between the two rooms, something you 
or an electrician can set up. In the office 
containing the printer, scanner and 
modem, a device called a router/hub 
connects to the CAT5 and then to the 
equipment. In a wireless system the hub 
connects to a transceiver that trades 
signals with another transceiver on the 
remote computer. It’s reliable technology, 
although data transmission is slower 
through the air than along a wire. To get 
more details on either option, contact a 
computer networking specialist listed in 
the Yellow Pages. 


Blah Story 


Some of the flagstones on our patio 
have become loose and uneven. 
What’s the fix for that? 

With what they have to endure—heavy 
traffic and ice attacks—it’s a wonder all 
the stones don’t start to wobble. The way 
you get them still and solid depends on 
what lies beneath them. Some patios have 
a concrete underpinning, a solid slab into 
which the flagstones are set. Resetting 
them requires lifting them off the concrete 
and chipping away at the 
setting mortar that was 
used to level the 
stones. Then 
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BY JOE CARTER 


spread a layer of waterproof bonding mor- 
tar over the slab and put the stone back in 
place. A few whacks with a rubber mallet 
ought to level it with neighboring stones. 
If the patio base consists of gravel 
under a layer of stone dust, the repair is 
easier. Simply clear away the stone dust 
down to the gravel and then put ona 
fresh layer of dust. Compact it with a 
soil tamper, which you can rent, and then 
add more dust so the flagstone sits very 
slightly above the ones around it. Then 
start whaling with the mallet until the 
stone evens up with the others. 


Toilet Terror 
I’m afraid to look, but I think the floor 
under one of our toilets has 
rot. Is this some- 
thing I can fix? 
If there is 
any give to 
the floor 
around a 
toilet, the 
news prob- 
ably isn’t 
good. Un- 
seen leaks 
probably 
have rotted 
the subfloor and 
possibly even the 
floor joists that support 
it. The fix requires a mix of entry- to 
mid-level plumbing and carpentry. First, 
notice that only two bolts secure the toilet 
to the floor. To assess the damage, shut off 
the water supply, flush the toilet to empty 
the tank, disconnect the supply pipe and 
remove those bolts. Now you can yank the 
toilet off the floor. Rot and other damage 
will be obvious and should be cut away and 
replaced. If joists are partially rotted, you 
may be able to avoid complete replacement 
by reinforcing them with lengths of same- 
size lumber screwed and glued in place. 
When the carpentry’s done, the toilet can 
be reinstalled on a new wax ring, the all- 
important seal between fixture and drain 
that could well have caused all the 
trouble in the first place. 


Former contractor Joe Carter has 
been a home improvement jour- 
nalist for more than 25 years. 


© 2002 Time Inc. 
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~ You own it, Now make it yours, 


HOME BASICS 


Visit us at acehardware.com 


“ih ‘Mattoon, IMs: here, : 
Cal Ripken Jr, has 3 pltael © 


the seeds of a rivalry een 
With Little League 


BY MICHAEL BAMBERGER 
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attendance was-up 10% at Williamsport’s Lamade Stadium. 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAMIAN STROHMEYER 


HESE ARE baseball’s good 

old days. Maybe not in Mil- 

waukee or Miami, major 

league outposts where the 

teams are lousy and the citi- 

zenry has better things to 
worry about than millionaire owners feud- 
ing with millionaire players. But the pas- 
time was alive and well early Sunday night 
in Williamsport, Pa., where the final of the 
Little League World Series was played. Left 
in the hands of kids, baseball’s fine. 

Throughout Little League’s 10-day world 
series, attendance was way up, 10% higher 
than last year’s. More than 41,000 people 
attended Sunday night’s finale as families 
filled the giant hill behind the outfield fence, 
sprawling on blankets and lodging in lawn 
chairs, enjoying one of the great free rites 
of the American summer. (There’s no charge 
for admission in Williamsport. Beat that, 
Bud.) Sunday’s telecast, live on ABC, drew a 
5.9 overnight rating. Those viewers saw 
Louisville beat Sendai, Japan, 1-0, behind 
the arm and bat of 12-year-old righthander 
Aaron Alvey, who homered for the game’s 
only run and struck out 11 en route to setting 
series records for strikeouts (44) and score- 
less innings (21), and tying the mark for con- 
secutive no-hit innings (12). Saturday night’s 
Little League U.S. final, the first ever tele- 
vised by a major network in prime time, 
drew a 3.7 overnight rating on ABC. And 
this year ESPN carried 18 Little League 
World Series games, eight more than it 
showed just two years ago. 

The game was also thriving late Sunday 
afternoon in the heartland town of Mat- 
toon, Ill., where a good portion of the pop- 
ulation came out to see the final of the third 
annual Cal Ripken World Series—and to 
see Cal Ripken Jr. himself. The scene was 
much the same as in Williamsport, but 
with a little rebel spirit thrown in from an 
unlikely source. Ripken, the ultimate base- 
ball establishment man, has attached his 
name (and devoted much of his first sum- 
mer off in forever) to an insurgent league. 
Since 1999 the 12-and-under division of 
the Babe Ruth League has been called Cal 
Ripken Baseball. Shortly before Tony 
Gwynn broadcast the 2002 Little League 
final for ABC, Ripken worked his game for 
Fox Sports Net. 


EVERY SEAT was taken in the wooden 
stands of Mattoon’s Lawson Park (capacity 
10,024) on Sunday afternoon as Visalia, 
Calif., defeated Korea 6-1. The big hit was 


Both leagues have a good thing going, even 
if, as Ripken implies but never says, Little 
League sometimes takes itself too seriously. 


a bases-loaded triple by Matt Chavez, a sub- 
stitute who was at the plate only because 
Visalia coach Adrian Acevedo had prom- 
ised Ripken that he would get all of his 
players in the game. Former big leaguers 
Don Mattingly and Ryne Sandberg were 
on hand. Next year the Ripken World Se- 
ries will move permanently to the Iron 
Man’s hometown, Aberdeen, Md. Anyone 


CI »LAY Ripken 
wants every kid to take 
his cuts, a philosophy 
that paid dividends for 
Acevedo (left, center), 


who has talked to the 
Baltimore Orioles legend 
about his league—Ripken 
is, in effect, its unpaid 
commissioner—has come 
away with the same im- 
pression: Ripken is ap- 
proaching his postplay- 
ing life with the same 
determination that made 
him the alltime leader in consecutive 
games played. He is devoted to the league 
that bears his name. 

Little League International is by far the 
biggest youth baseball organization in the 
world, with 2.1 million boys and girls under 
the age of 13 playing in 104 countries. Ripken 
Baseball is a distant second, with 600,000 
boys and girls playing in the U.S. and five 
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STAR SEARCH Visalia’s Chavez (left) was 
an unlikely hero, while Louisville’s Alvey 
and his 78-mph fastballs sank Sendai. 


other countries (box, page 53). Over time, as 
Ripken infuses into his league his baseball 
philosophy—that the game should be fun— 
his numbers may well catch up to Little 
League’s. The man does nothing halfway. 

For now both leagues have a good thing 
going, even if, as Ripken implies but never 
actually says, Little League sometimes takes 
itself too seriously. What's not to like? Mil- 
lions of Mini-Me’s playing a junior version 
of major league baseball, expertly mimick- 
ing big league manners, right down to the 
way some five-foot-nothing kid, disgusted 
with a called strike, steps away from the plate 
and reaches down for a fistful of batter’s-box 
dirt. This year the team from Harlem that 
made it to the Little League quarterfinals 
showed a joie de baseball unimaginable 
among the all-business New York Yankees. 

In some ways the 11- and 12-year-old ball- 
players in Mattoon and Williamsport were 
playing a better game than their grown-up 
brethren. The pitchers worked quickly, and 
the games—the perfect length at six in- 
nings—were played in well under two 
hours. About the only thing that slowed 
games down were pitchers who couldn't 
find the strike zone and coaches who 
couldn’t find their personal mute buttons. 

Ripken has solutions for those problems. 
He'd like his league to expand the strike zone 
up and down, to encourage kids to swing. 
(You learn more by whiffing than by walking, 
Ripken says, and more to the point, it’s more 
fun to swing the bat than to let it snooze on 
your shoulder.) He dreams of a rule requir- 
ing coaches to speak in nothing louder than 
a whisper. His nine-year-old son, Ryan, plays 
Ripken Baseball, so Cal’s understanding of 
the frustrations of players he calls “little 
guys” is deep and sympathetic. 

In Williamsport last week there was a 
lot of earnest commentary, from old-school 
Little League hands and professional com- 
mentators alike, about showboating and 
about home run trots that bordered on 
break dancing. Ripken’s basically fine with 
that stuff. “Let kids be kids,’ he says. 

Someday he would love for the winner 
of the Cal Ripken World Series to play the 
winner of the Little League World Series. 
Another dream. “That’s nothing we would 
be interested in?’ says Lance Van Auken, 
the director of media relations for Little 
League. “It wouldn’t be an even playing 
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THE BABE RUTH LEAGUE had been around for nearly half a century before it renamed its 
Bambino youth division Cal Ripken Baseball in 1999. Even so, Ripken's league—and the world 
series it holds for I!- and 12-year-olds—has a long way to go to match Little League baseball. 
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field. The rules about how we draw our 
players are too different. Little League has 
more geographic limitations.” (Because Rip- 
ken’s league has fewer participants, it fields 
its teams from a larger geographical area.) 
They’re starting to get just a little edgy 
with each other, the Little League people 
and the Babe Ruth people. Ron Tellefsen, 
the CEO of Babe Ruth, isn’t afraid to sound 
like a rabble-rouser. “Our athletes are with 
host families in Mattoon,’ he boasts. “In 
Williamsport, the kids stay in barracks.” 


CAL RIPKEN 
5-12 
600,000 


Visalia, Calif. 


Fox Sports Net 


*Will move to Aberdeen, Md., in 2003 


Van Auken, as the voice of the senior cir- 
cuit, responds without emotion. “Barracks 
is a military term,’ he says. “Our players 
stay in modern dormitories, with shatter- 
proof glass and scald-free showers. The 
kids have a great time staying in them.” 


VAN AUKEN points out, coolly, of course, 
that in 1973 Ripken was the losing pitcher 
for his West Asheville, N.C., team in the Lit- 
tle League Southern Regional tournament. 
He makes sure you know that in 1996, when 


ee En 


SEPTEMBER 2, 2002 53 


YOUTH BASEBALL 


Ripken was inducted into the Little League 
Hall of Excellence, his agent approached of- 
ficials in Williamsport about attaching the 
Iron Man’s name to Little League in some 
way—a merger of an American baseball 
hero and an American sporting institution. 
The talks went nowhere, Van Auken says, 
because “we don’t name our programs after 
particular players.” 

Ripken says he knows nothing about 
that overture to Little League. His focus is 
only on the future. He has notebooks filled 
with ideas about how to improve Cal Rip- 
ken Baseball. He’d like to have a certifica- 
tion program for coaches and umpires and 
an oath of good behavior for parents. He 
thinks kids shouldn’t show bunt and then 
not bunt. “That’s just trying to confuse the 
pitcher,’ he says. He thinks outfield fences 
and pitcher’s mounds need to be moved 
out, to accommodate today’s well-fed kids. 
Then there’s his “whisper rule.” 

“I was at one of Ryan’s games this year, 
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In some ways the II- and |2-year-olds in 
Mattoon and Williamsport were playing a 
better game than their grown-up brethren. 


and the coach of the other team was say- 
ing to his batter, “You're the man. Make him 
throw strikes. He’s having control problems. 
Make him come to you; ” Ripken said the 
other day. “Normally at these games I’m 
very quiet. But this was too much. So I said 
to him, ‘Are you talking to your batter or 
our pitcher?’ What grown-up can’t get in 
the head of a little guy and have an impact 
on the outcome of the game?” In the pres- 
ence of the great Ripken, the overzealous 
coach grew immediately silent. “You can 
either water the seed or kill it? Ripken says. 

Ripken’s involvement in youth baseball is 
not purely altruistic. It gives him a national 
booth from which to sell instructional books 
and CD-ROMs and sign kids up for his base- 
ball camps. Ripken’s value to the companies 
he endorses, particularly Coca-Cola and 
Chevy Trucks, increases as he remains in the 
public eye. There’s all sorts of synergy, to bor- 
row one of Ripken’s new words. (He uses 
many of the buzzwords and phrases of the 
modern businessman: signage, amenities, 
distribution strategies.) Here’s some synergy 
for you: Chevy Trucks is the main sponsor 
of the Cal Ripken World Series. 

But money is not Ripken’s motivation. 


ECSTASY AND AGONY Louisville (top), 
the second U.S. team since 1993 to win the 
Little League title, drove Japan to tears. 


He’s in youth baseball to honor the mem- 
ory of his baseball-loving father, to keep 
busy, to do a new thing well. “Ron Tellefsen 
saw an opportunity for Babe Ruth to re- 
brand its lower division for me,’ says Rip- 
ken. “At first it seemed weird, because I 
was still playing. But the more I thought 
about it, I saw an opportunity to directly 
impact the grass roots of baseball.” 

In Aberdeen, Ripken is building a base- 


ball Mecca right off I-95, the main street 
of the Eastern Seaboard. There’s already a 
magnificent new ballpark that houses a 
Ripken-owned minor league Orioles affil- 
iate, the Class A Aberdeen IronBirds. Next 
door construction is under way on the Cal 
Ripken Baseball Academy, where there will 
be at least four fields (each patterned after 
a famous major league park), one of which 
will become the home of the Cal Ripken 
World Series. Someday, maybe, Aberdeen 
will be as famous as Williamsport. 

Earlier this year Ripken had a series of 
meetings with Paul Seiler, the executive di- 
rector of USA Baseball, the national gov- 
erning body for amateur baseball. The two 
men talked about moving the organiza- 
tion’s headquarters from Tucson to Ab- 
erdeen. The deal did not materialize, but 
Seiler was impressed by Ripken’s commit- 
ment to amateur baseball. 

“You know that Cal Ripken Baseball will 
be run Cal’s way and will be excellent)’ says 
Seiler. “This is a great time for amateur 
baseball, with the Ripken World Series and 
the Little League World Series going on. 
Cal’s league can only improve Little League. 
Competition is good. But the reality is that 
when major league baseball has labor woes, 
there are ramifications all the way down. 
Parents get turned off, 
and then their kids get 
turned off. Cal’s going to 
find the same challenges 
that we all find: How 
does baseball compete 
with skateboarding and 
Nintendo and soccer?” 

In Mattoon last week 
Ripken didn’t seem much 
worried about revenue 
sharing or the Williams- 
port series or Nintendo- 
addled kids or anything 
else. Mattoon is like Aber- 
deen, a town that hasn’t tangled much with 
progress, and Ripken looked at home there. 
One morning he stood in the outfield, shag- 
ging balls with his new little buddies dur- 
ing a home run derby. On Friday the town 
came out for a parade down Broadway, and 
Ripken was right in the middle of it, sitting 
high on a Chevy truck, making graceful 
waves to the townspeople on a warm sum- 
mer night. On Sunday afternoon, as he 
broadcast the final, his final, he took in the 
crowd and the game and the moment and 
looked for all the world like the most con- 
tented man in baseball. o 


SS 


54 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Mario Andretti 
Didn't win the Indy 500, the Daytona 500 
and the Formula One Championship 


by driving like a maniac 


The Hight 


Allstate’s Safe Driver Discount 


seen 


Because you don’t save up to 20% 


By driving like a maniac 


1-800-ALLSTATE™ 
Your local Allstate agent 


W) 
Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


BASEBALL 


BY JEFF PEARLMAN 


ITH THE mid- 
afternoon sun shin- 
ing directly into the 
visitors’ dugout at 
Detroit’s Comerica 
Park last Saturday, it was hard to tell what 
was going on with Art Howe’s eyes. Was 
he tearing up or was he just squinting? The 
normally stoic Oakland Athletics manag- 
er sat on the bench, surrounded by a dozen 
reporters, being pelted with the usual mun- 
dane pregame questions. The brim of 
Howe's green A’s cap seemed a little lower 
than usual, covering the tips of his light- 
colored eyebrows. Clearly, something was 
on his mind. 

“Art?” one reporter asked, referring to the 
Aug. 30 strike date set by the major league 
players’ union, “how devastating would it 


And there he stopped. Howe is not the 
sort to put his emotions on display. Mid- 
sentence he nodded, rose from the bench 
and walked toward the field, where his 
team—the hottest in baseball—was prepar- 
ing to win its 11th straight game, a 12-3 
pummeling of the hapless Tigers. The sun 
continued to shine, the reporters contin- 
ued to scribble, the A’s continued to roll. 
They beat Detroit again, 10-7, on Sunday 
and defeated the Kansas City Royals 6-3 
on Monday night for 13 in a row. 

No team in baseball has more to lose 
from a work stoppage than the Athletics, 
who were 81-51 and 2% games ahead in 
the wild American League West, where the 
A’s, the Seattle Mariners and the Anaheim 
Angels are playing a furious game of mu- 
sical chairs for divisional supremacy. It is 
one thing to tell the downtrodden Tampa 
Bay Devil Rays to pack their bags, go home 
and play golf. But for Oakland much is on 


Straighter A’ 


A mid-May housecleaning toned down the club’s personality, and by ignoring 
the threat of a strike, Oakland played its way to the top of the AL West 


be for you to have a work stoppage with 
your team playing so well?” 

When it comes to such questions, Howe 
generally crinkles his forehead and offers a 
sound, if generic, reply. Not this time. “You 
know,’ he said, “whatever happens, I’m a 
big boy. I’ve had a lot bigger setbacks in my 
life than not winning a championship.” 
Howe paused for a moment, thought about 
what he was about to say, and then in a 
quiet monotone told the story of his then 
23-year-old daughter, Stephanie, who spent 
two days in a coma in 1995 after a near-fatal 
car accident. Though now fully recovered, 
she struggled to regain her mobility and 
short-term memory. “When you almost lose 
your child, you gain a different perspective,” 
Howe added. “I think sometimes we... .” 


é 1 Erratic early in the season, 
Zito (left), Hudson (top) and Mulder had 
a combined 44 wins to lead a staff that 


the line: the rejuvenation of a once- 
moribund season; the continued support 
of a growing fan base (just four years after 
attracting fewer than 16,000 fans per home 
game, the A’s are drawing more than 
25,000 a game to Network Associates Col- 
iseum); the Cy Young candidacy of left- 
hander Barry Zito; and the MVP run of 
shortstop Miguel Tejada. 

Yet to a man, the A’s swear that they have 
refused to let a possible work stoppage be- 
come a distraction. “Man, you can’t worry 
about that stuff; says third baseman Eric 
Chavez, who through Monday led the team 
with 30 home runs. “It does you no good, 
just brings you down. All I think about is 
winning the next game, and then the game 
after that. We're all pretty much that way. 
Just put your head down and play hard.” 

That Chavez and company are main- 
taining their focus so well brings bushels 
of satisfaction to Howe and Oakland gen- 


early in the season, felt that their players 
had become more interested in XBox tour- 
naments and beer-chugging than the fun- 
damentals of baseball. Despite the off- 
season defections of three free-agent 
stars—first baseman Jason Giambi (who 
signed with the New York Yankees), cen- 
terfielder Johnny Damon (Boston Red Sox) 
and closer Jason Isringhausen (St. Louis 
Cardinals)—the A’s entered this season a 
sound, if flawed, playoff contender. On 
April 26, when Oakland was 13-10, SI as- 
signed this reporter to follow the A’s for 
two weeks and write a lengthy story on the 
most fun team in baseball. At the time the 
A’s clubhouse was part circus, part dis- 
cotheque. Mystikal’s raps were loud, the 
XBox Halo wars intense, the food slinging 
messy, the smack nonstop. Between the 
lockers of starters Tim Hudson and Mark 
Mulder stood a life-sized cardboard cutout 
of Britney Spears; LET’S GO Boys! bubbled 
from her mouth. It was a crazy place. 

The only problem was, in the nearly two 
weeks I spent with the team, the A’s went 
4-8, losing a series of lopsided, sloppily 
played games to the Yankees and the 
Chicago White Sox. On May 8 SI pho- 
tographed four Oakland players—Hudson, 
Zito, centerfielder Terrence Long and sec- 
ond baseman Frank Menechino—in team 
warmup shirts and shorts, sitting in a 
whirlpool bath wearing snorkel masks. 
Howe, who was not informed of the shoot, 
was livid, believing the picture made his 
club look like pathetic amateurs. Others in 
management were equally disturbed. To 
some extent their anger was moot: Because 
of the slump, the story was put on hold. 

Shortly thereafter the A’s traveled to 
Boston, where they lost two out of three, 
and to Toronto, where a three-game sweep 
by the Blue Jays dropped Oakland to 
19-24 and 10 games behind first-place 
Seattle. They were a bad act off the field, 
too. The Boston Herald reported that sev- 
eral Oakland players were spotted at a 
Beantown strip club. On May 19, after an 
11-0 loss to the Blue Jays in the final game 
of the trip, Howe surely expected a sub- 
dued flight back to the West Coast. In- 
stead, according to a San Francisco Chron- 
icle report from a team insider, outfielder 
Jeremy Giambi put on a “drunken, ob- 
noxious” performance. 


3LED WATERS In May, Howe 
boiled about the whirlpool photo of (from 
top) Zito, Hudson, Long and Menechino. 
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Over the next three days Beane didn’t 
just clean house—he laid down an entire 
new foundation. Menechino, first base- 
man Carlos Pefia and reliever Jeff Tam 
were sent to Triple A Sacramento, and Gi- 
ambi was traded to the Philadelphia 
Phillies for journeyman outfielder John 
Mabry. The moves were shocking. Giambi 
was a popular player having the best year 
of his career. While marginal as a player, 
Menechino was the unofficial clubhouse 
leader—a short, cocky New Yorker whose 
lips flashed faster than his bat. The high- 
ly touted Pefia, a rookie acquired from the 
Texas Rangers before the season, was ex- 
pected to be Jason Giambi's replacement. 
(Frustrated by Pefia’s .240 average in 
Sacramento and his stubborn refusal to 


Make Room for MIGUEL 


Move over A-Rod, Derek and Nomar: The Big Three of American League shortstops is now a Big Four. 
Offensively, Oakland's Miguel Tejada compares quite favorably with New York's Derek Jeter and 
Boston's Nomar Garciaparra—and when it comes to driving in runs, he’s even giving Texas's Alex 
Rodriguez a run for his money. (Statistics through Monday.) 


Player, Team Avg. 


Nomar Garciaparra, Red Sox .312 


make adjustments at the plate, the A’s trad- 
ed him to Detroit in early July.) 

“People were starting to place too much 
of an emphasis on how great the club- 
house atmosphere was and not enough on 
playing soundly,’ says Beane. “And that’s 
what we started to become known as—a 
fun team. Well, that’s great. But if you’re 
a fun team that loses, it defeats the pur- 


HRs RBIs 


On Base Pct. 


Slug. Pct. 


pose. We felt some changes were needed.” 

Clearly, Beane and Howe were right. After 
May 21 (the day many in the organization 
now Call Black Tuesday) through Monday, 
Oakland went a league-best 62-26. The 
team that once roared into town like a pack 
of wolves now enters politely. Hearty par- 
tyers like Jeremy Giambi and righthander 
Eric Hiljus (who was shipped to Sacramento 
on May 30) have been replaced by quiet pro- 
fessionals like Mabry (.312, eight homers 
and 35 RBIs in 67 games), second baseman 
Ray Durham (.282 since being acquired 
from the White Sox on July 25) and lefty re- 
liever Ricardo Rincon (0.90 ERA after being 
picked up in a trade with the Cleveland In- 
dians on July 30). “It’s still a great, enjoy- 
able clubhouse but not as insane,” says 
Chavez. “Used to be eight or nine of us 
would go out together. Now it’s more like 
two or three. But as long as we're winning, 
I'll take it?” 

Along with the shake-up in personnel, 
Oakland’s turnaround has been sparked by 
the best starting rotation in baseball, which 
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overcame a staggering start as well. (As 
late as May 31 the rotation’s ERA was a 
horrific 5.04.) When Hudson pitched a 
complete-game eight-hitter last Saturday, 
it marked not merely the Athletics’ 11th 
straight win but the 11th straight by a 
starter. The last team to accomplish such 
a feat was the 1956 Milwaukee Braves. “It’s 
hard enough just winning four or five 
games in a row as a team,” says Hudson. 
“To have your starters do it 11 straight 
times is pretty incredible.” (Reliever Jim 
Mecir got the win on Sunday.) 

Lately, the most untouchable starter has 
been righthander Cory Lidle, whose 32%- 
inning scoreless streak came to an end on 
Monday night when he gave up an un- 
earned run in the second. He allowed no 
more runs in his seven innings of work, 
giving him a 5-0 record with a 0.00 ERA in 
his last five starts. That string came from 
a player who, during the roster shake-up, 
could have been had for two diet sodas and 
a Ring Ding. Before his current run Lidle 
was 3-9 with a 5.15 ERA—a soft thrower 
who was consistently falling behind in the 
count. “He’s the type of pitcher who drives 
a hitter crazy, because he’s tossing Wiffle 
balls up there at 88 miles per hour,’ says 
Chavez. “You think you should kill the 
thing.” Opponents did so until recently, 
when, Lidle says, he made a conscious ef- 
fort to improve his focus. “I’m at a mental 
level that I’ve never reached before,” he 


says. “After games I used to be physically 
tired; now my body and my brain are tired. 
I’m not wasting pitches, and I’m not having 
lapses. I’m always in the game.” 

The same goes for Zito, whose 18-5 record 
and 2.89 ERA through Monday place him 
in a three-way dogfight for the Cy Young 
Award with Boston righthanders Pedro Mar- 
tinez and Derek Lowe. Zito was brilliant in 
Oakland’s 9-1 win over the Tigers last Fri- 
day, holding Detroit to four hits in seven in- 
nings with his sweeping curve, the best in 
baseball. He also remains one of the team’s 
delightfully kooky personalities, venturing 
out on the town in funkadelic velvet jackets 
and butterfly collar shirts. 

Combined, Zito, Hudson, Mulder and 
Lidle were 42-14 since Black Tuesday. 
“They're the best pitchers I’ve been with,” 
says Rincon. “Bartolo Colon [the former 
Indians ace, now with the Montreal Expos] 
was the toughest starter I knew. We have 
four Bartolo Colons here.” 

Oakland also has one Miguel Tejada. Be- 
cause he speaks limited English and plays 
in a midsized market on the West Coast, 
the 26-year-old shortstop from the Do- 
minican Republic is rarely included in the 
company of Texas’ Alex Rodriguez, Boston’s 
Nomar Garciaparra and New York’s Derek 
Jeter—the American League’s holy trinity 
of shortstops. But not only do Tejada’s num- 
bers (.310, 27 homers, 109 RBIs through 
Monday) stack up well (chart, page 58), they 


) BOMBER Though Tejada has made 
17 errors, his glovework is catching up 
with his stellar plate performance. 


place him on the very short list (along with 
Rodriguez, Jason Giambi, Yankees second 
baseman Alfonso Soriano and Minnesota 
Twins centerfielder Torii Hunter) for the 
league’s MVP award. The biggest bragging 
point for Tejada: Oakland desperately need- 
ed someone to fill the void left by Jason Gi- 
ambi, and Tejada has. 

Over the past couple of seasons, team- 
mates say, Tejada’s concentration tended 
to waver, depending on game situations. 
Sometimes he would be A-Rod-esque; 
other times he would misread a grounder 
or throw the ball into the dirt. “He used to 
be erratic, but no more,’ says Mariners 
manager Lou Piniella. “He hits for aver- 
age, he hits for power, he drives in runs, 
and he’s an athletic kid. He’s got a great 
future.” 

But does Oakland? Can a team on such 
an awesome roll afford a work stoppage? 
Can the A’s shut down for, say, two or three 
weeks and bounce back just as strong? On 
the other hand if the season is not inter- 
rupted, will a September schedule that fea- 
tures eight games against Anaheim and six 
against Seattle be too much to handle? 

We'll have to wait and see. Meanwhile, 
the A’s weren’t thinking about anything. 
They were simply playing baseball. o 
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TENNIS 


WHO'S That 


The WTA tour is desperately seeking a new star to embody its ideal 
of strength, attitude and sex appeal. Meet Simonya Popova 


BY L. JON WERTHEIM 


IMONYA POPOVA is 

hot. Smoking. Close to 

it, anyway. It’s a prepos- 

terously humid August 
afternoon in Bradenton, Fla., and 
Popova is on a back court at the Bol- 
lettieri Tennis Academy, midway 
through a series of practice sets. Strik- 
ingly attractive, her skin and hair col- 
ored by the sun, Popova is dripping 
sweat like a busted faucet. Her oppo- 
nent, a toned and tanned academy in- 
structor who claims to have played in 
the Davis Cup for Peru, is panting. 
“Never hot like this in Tashkent;’ says 
Simonya’s father, Sergei, looking on 
from his usual perch behind the court. 
“This worse than Cairo.” 

Not that it bothers his daughter 
much. Popova, 17, has broken the in- 
structor’s service and is serving for the 
set at 5-3. With murderous intent she 
whacks a backhand winner and then a 
forehand winner to go up 30-love. A 
125-mph serve down the T rockets past 
the Peruvian for 40-love. On the next 


VELVET HAMMER While Kournikova hasn't 


raised her game to match her looks, the powerful 
Popova (opposite) looks to be a dazzling success. 


time touring pro. (He also knew that if 
her mystique were allowed to grow, it 
would spark a bidding war among 
companies seeking to sponsor her.) So 
he has forbidden her to turn pro until 
she reaches 18 this fall. With nothing 
left to achieve in junior tennis, she has 
spent the past three years practicing, 
mostly against men who couldn’t quite 
cut it on tour. “My dad thought if I 
went pro at 16, I'd burn out like Jen- 
nifer Capriati,” says Popova in flawless 
English. “The way you burn out is by 
practicing all day and never playing 
matches that count for anything. I can’t 
wait to be on the WTA tour” 

And the WTA tour can’t wait to have 
her. As women’s sports go, tennis reigns 
supreme. The players have infiltrated 
the public consciousness to such a de- 
gree that they’re known by their first 
names: Venus, Serena, Anna, Martina, 
Jennifer, Lindsay, Monica. The TV rat- 
ings for women’s matches routinely sur- 
pass the men’s—at Wimbledon the 
women’s doubles final outdrew the 
men’s singles final. At the U.S. Open, 
tournament organizers and CBS execs 
are so sure that the women will upstage 
the men that the women’s final is sched- 
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point he chips a return and charges the 
net. Showing court craft to match her power, Popova unfurls a 
topspin lob that traces a perfect arc and nicks the baseline. “More 
accurate than ICBM,’ says Sergei, smiling at his daughter. “How 
you beat her? I cannot say, because I do not know.” 

This week and next the women’s game will be all the rage at the 
U.S. Open. Yet perhaps the best female tennis player on the plan- 
et won't be in the draw. At age 15 Popova won the prestigious 
Orange Bowl junior tournament without dropping a set. But 
Sergei, a self-described disciple of Richard Williams, was wary 
of throwing his daughter into the fast, peripatetic life of a full- 
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uled for prime time on Saturday, Sept. 7, 
while the men play the following afternoon. This is to say nothing 
of the women’s unquantifiable buzz. “We are in a golden age.” 
says WTA tour CEO Kevin Wulff. 

Yet this Belle Epoque may be gilded with fool’s gold. Finan- 
cially, women’s tennis isn’t nearly as hot as most people think it is; 
in fact, it might be in trouble. There’s a nagging sense that the 
WTA has failed to capitalize on an impossibly colorful cast of 
characters, and now the window of opportunity is closing fast. 

Consider: Sanex, the European skin-care provider, is rinsing 
out as the tour’s title sponsor, and no replacement is in sight. 


WHO’S 


The WTA has never been able to cobble together a meaningful 
television package—the coverage is sporadic and impossible for 
casual fans to follow—and recently Eurosport, a major broad- 
cast partner of the tour’s, began agitating for a new deal with 
more favorable terms. A sexy 1998 agreement with Regency En- 
terprises, which Business Week estimated would bring the tour 
$120 million, has turned out to be essentially worthless. (Re- 
gency bought worldwide television rights to the WTA Tour, hop- 
ing to capitalize on the glamour of the players, but there were 
scant takers.) 


One veteran tour staffer 
refers to Hantuchova 

as the Bratislava Babe 
and eagerly notes that her 
legs are 44 inches long. 


Women’s tennis certainly appeals to corporate America, but 
companies ranging from Wrigley to Avon to American Express 
are investing in a few choice players—not in the WTA as an in- 
stitution. The Williams sisters, for instance, will earn more this 
year (from Puma, Reebok, Wrigley, Avon and Nortel, among oth- 
ers) than the tour grosses. Meanwhile, at WTA events in North 
America attendance declined from 1,812,367 in 2000 to 1,769,195 
in 2001, while at men’s pro events it increased from 1,984,645 to 
2,216,727. Overall, attendance at men’s tournaments grew 2.6% 
more than at women’s. 

If the women’s game is at a crossroads, it’s also because of what’s 
happening on the court. Not long ago a half-dozen players were 


NOT ME, THANKS Hantuchova (left) and Dokic have both been 
offered the opportunity to be the tour’s next vamp but have said 
they would much rather concentrate on improving their games. 


credible candidates to win major titles. Today there are only two: 
Venus and Serena Williams. Barring a colossal upset, the Williams 
sisters will make the U.S. Open final a family affair, just as they did 
the 2002 French Open and Wimbledon finals. Their rise from the 
courts of Compton, Calif., to the game’s elite might still be the 
most inspirational story in sports, but as their tennis has ascended 
to new heights, the rest of the field has vaporized. 

Capriati, whose inexplicably sour demeanor is fast frittering 
away the goodwill she amassed during her comeback, has beat- 
en neither Serena nor Venus in more than a year. Lindsay Dav- 
enport and Martina Hingis, both former No. 1’s, have just 
returned from injuries, and the Williams juggernaut seems to 
have blunted their motivation. Monica Seles is a saint of a human 
being and a sentimental favorite in any tournament, but she’s 
down to her last few clicks as a player. Anna Kournikova re- 
mains a tennis player manqué. And Top 10 mainstay Amélie 
Mauresmo of France has said that the Williamses are so domi- 
nant that she has set her sights on being No. 3. “Someone needs 
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WHO’S THAT GIRL? 


to step up and mount a challenge,’ says former pro Pam Shriv- 
er, now a broadcaster. 

That someone might well be Popova. At 6' 1" she has the height 
that’s become a requirement for success in the women’s game. 
And at nearly 160 pounds of sinewy muscle she’s capable of gen- 
erating plenty of power. She also deploys her pace-laced shots 
with the consistency of a ball machine. Though her natural habi- 
tat is the baseline, she is that rarest breed, a female with both the 
ability and the confidence to play serve-and-volley tennis. “If 
there’s a weakness, I sure didn’t see it,’ says veteran U.S. pro Co- 
rina Morariu, who practiced with Popova in Florida. “There’s just 
an unbelievable amount of talent there.” 

What’s more, Popova has charisma to match her game. For the 
past few years, in a Faustian bargain, the WTA and various man- 
agement groups have reaped short-term gains from hyping the 
players’ sex appeal. Kournikova was the most obvious example, 
but other stars like Hingis and even the religious Williams sis- 
ters were happy to vamp. Recently, however, the tour has been 
backed into a corner as more and more players have made it clear 
that they want to be perceived only as athletes. “We’re playing a 


sO 


ALONE AT THE TOP Serena (left) and Venus are so dominant 
that other leading players are relegated to battling for No. 3. 


great game and doing it very well?’ says Martina Navratilova. 
“We've gone away from the sex-appeal thing.” 

Take Daniela Hantuchova, 19, a tall, blonde Slovak who is 
closing in on the top 10 and is being pushed to fill what tour in- 
siders refer to as the “Anna vacuum.” One veteran tour staffer 
refers to Hantuchova as the Bratislava Babe and eagerly notes 
that her 44-inch legs are the longest in the history of women’s 
tennis. Problem is, Hantuchova, awkwardly cast as a sex sym- 
bol, wants none of it. “I’m concentrating on my tennis,” she says. 
“J don’t need the other things.” 


; 
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Nor, apparently, does 17-year-old Ashley Harkleroad, who’s 
been hailed as the American Anna. Harkleroad caused a minor 
stir at last year’s U.S. Open when, with Nike’s encouragement, 
she violated all the laws of physics by squeezing her body into a 
skirt and tank top that were several sizes too small. (Not coinci- 
dentally, several days later tournament schedulers put her match 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium.) This year she is insisting that any out- 


Not long ago a half-dozen 
players were credible 
candidates to win major 
titles. Today there are only 
two: the Williams sisters. 


fit she wears on court first be ap- 
proved by her mother. 

Elena Dementieva, another 
blonde Russian, was expected to 
follow in Kournikova’s tracks, but 
she too has demurred. “I don’t like 
the show-business side of tennis,’ 
Dementieva says. 

Same for No. 4-ranked Jelena 
Dokic of Yugoslavia. Earlier this 
summer she was approached about 
a photo shoot by GQ, which had 
done earlier layouts with Hingis 
(cover line: THE CHAMP IS A 
VAMP) and Kournikova (headline: 
FROM RUSSIA WITH, UM ... 
LOB?). To the tour’s dismay Dokic 
declined, preferring to spend time 
on the practice court. Dokic also 
stands sentry over her private life. 
Recently asked by a journalist 
about her romance with Formula 
One driver Enrique Bernoldi, she 
responded, “Why don’t you think 
of a question that is your business, 
and you can ask me that.” This attitude is anathema to a tour that 
rose to prominence by promoting its players as glamorous cul- 
tural curiosities rather than as athletes. 

Just how desperate is the tour to keep the focus on style over 
substance? Earlier this summer the WTA ran a series of ads in 
USA Today promoting its summer tournaments. An illustration 
of a curvaceous player was accompanied by pro-wrestling-style 
tag lines, including, “I’m your worst nightmare: a bitch in a head- 
band.” A number of players were so incensed that, through their 
agents, they demanded that the tag line be removed, which it was. 
“It’s as if they want to portray us as being catty,’ says one top play- 
er. “I guess controversy sells, but for most of us, it’s not our nature” 

Fortunately for the WTA, Popova has pulchritude and attitude 


1 I 


SEPTEMBER 2, 2002 63 


alnsT THE GRAIN. 


A strip with more lubrication 
for extra smoothness. 


An Anti-Friction™ 
coating on all 3 blades 
to glide through hair 
with less irritation. 


Soft Microfins that smooth 
your skin and set up your 
beard for the closest shave. 


www.MACH3.com ©2002 The Gillette Company 


WHO’S THAT GIRL? 


in equal measure. Her midriff-baring out- 
fits, so small they appear to come from Gap 
Kids, highlight her ample décolletage. She 
has already agreed to pose for the tour’s 
annual swimsuit calendar. When she turns 
pro, an image consultant hired by her agent 
will travel with her. 

“Simonya is to marketability what John 
McEnroe is to self-promotion,’ says her 
agent, Max Eisenbud. “We're talking off 
the charts.” 

Better still, unlike the Williams sisters, 
who have become increasingly opaque fig- 
ures, reluctant to let down their guards for 
an instant, Popova is a beacon of candor. “I 
have no secrets,” she says. “I’m like Hingis 
when she started out. I’ll say anything.” 
Indeed, with only a modicum of baiting, 


tennis ball. Given her skill, her physique 
and a face that could launch a thousand 
endorsements, Popova was nicknamed 
Predopredelena (the Destined) by Uzbek- 
istan Tennis Federation officials. Two 
years later she was delivered to IMG, the 
Cleveland-based management behemoth. 
The whole Popov family left Tashkent for 
a three-bedroom condo, provided free of 
charge, at the IMG-owned Bollettieri 
Academy. (“From one gulag to another,’ 
jokes Sergei.) Simonya began taking class- 
es at the academy and was soon speaking 
fluent English. (She now quotes Lil’ 
Romeo and Romeo Montague with equal 
proficiency.) Her tennis flourished. Says 
Bollettieri, one hardly given to overstate- 
ment, “The first time I saw Sim, I thought 


There’s a sense that the WTA 
failed to capitalize on an impossibly 
colorful cast of characters, and the 
window of opportunity is closing fast. 


she is inclined to, well, Popov on a variety 
of subjects. “If women’s tennis is all that, 
how come we still make, like, 40 percent 
less than the men at events outside the 
Grand Slams?” she asks. “Did you know 
that 26 men have won more than 
$500,000 this year, but only 12 women 
have?” And don’t get her started on 
Kournikova. “I hear Anna wants to write a 
biography, but can you publish a book if 
you don’t have a title?” she says. “Seri- 
ously, Anna’s nice. It’s just that she’s, like, 
so jumped the shark.” 

Kournikova did, however, write the ca- 
reer blueprint that Popova—and dozens of 
other young players from the former Sovi- 
et Union—have followed. In the late ’70s 
and early ’80s, her parents, Sergei and 
Raisa, both gym teachers in Tashkent, were 
so poor that they went weeks eating noth- 
ing but borscht. After their fourth son was 
born, Raisa vowed that her fecund days 
were over. “She was going to get tubal lit- 
igation, or whatever you call it? volunteers 
Simonya. Raisa didn’t, and Simonya was 
born on Oct. 22, 1984. 

By age eight it was clear that she had 
preternatural hand-eye coordination and 
a one-in-a-billion aptitude for hitting a 


of Flo-Jo: the speed, the grace, the deter- 
mination. I said to myself, Nick, you got 
a world Number 1 on your hands.” 

Though she is still two months removed 
from her professional debut, Popova is hip 
to the realpolitik of the WTA tour. Like 
many stars, she has already made a fuss 
about wearing the tour’s sponsor patch on 
her shirt, lest it reduce the value of her ap- 
parel deal. Popova has also let it be known 
that, like Kournikova, she won’t lodge at 
designated tournament hotels. She'll take a 
suite, preferably at a Ritz, though an Inter- 
Continental will do. (“And not one of those 
add-a-desk-and-call-it-a-junior suites,’ she 
adds. “I’m talking the claw-foot tub, the 
polished rocks in the ashtrays, all that 
stuff”) With IMG’s behind-the-scenes fi- 
nagling, she has been guaranteed that she 
won't have to play her first match at tour- 
naments until Wednesday, something of a 
status symbol among top players. 

Time, of course, will tell if Popova’s abun- 
dance of confidence is justified. But with 
skills to compete with the Williams sisters 
and a celebrity force field to rival Kourni- 
kova’s, Popova is precisely the player longed 
for by a tour that’s losing its mojo. 

If only she existed. a 
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How Good 
Can Randy 


IVioss 


“YOU’VE GOT two questions, homey, maybe 
one and a half,’ Randy Moss says as he 
sprints off the practice field, forcing me to 
scramble after him like a rookie cornerback 
he’s just burned on a post pattern. Cue the 
Jeopardy! theme. Covering the distance from 


the indoor field to the locker room at the Minnesota Vikings’ train- 
ing facility takes about 30 seconds, and my head is spinning the 
whole time. What happened to the 30 minutes that coach Mike 
Tice had promised Moss would give me? Do I lob the star wideout 
a softball question, perhaps musing about the records he might 
set this season in the Vikings’ revamped, Randy-centric offense? Do 
I go Ted Koppel and grill him on his infamous “I play when I want 
to play” comment—the one that made him the poster child last 
season for all that is wrong with professional sports? Or do I shoot 
for the Super Lotto Plus jackpot and try to compel the recalcitrant 
receiver to bare his soul and tap into his inner Kierkegaard? 

Moss puts one foot on the bench in front of his locker and 
stares at me. “O.K.? he says, “shoot.” 

I come with this convoluted question-and-a-half: You’re a guy 
who has said and done a lot of controversial things, and people 
have formed some strong opinions. Are they getting the right 
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impression of you, and if they aren’t, does 
that bother you? 

“HAY-ell no,’ Moss booms in his West 
Virginia twang. “Why should I worry about 
what people think? I’ve got everything I 
need—everything I’ll ever need. It’s not my 
fault that people don’t know me. Look, ’'m 
going to speak my mind, no matter what 
the consequences are. The things I do speak 
might come out different in terms of lan- 
guage, but when I say something, I speak 
my mind.” The interview lasts a half hour. 

For all of the bedazzling deeds that have 
distinguished his four-year NFL career, 
Moss is instead marked by his words. 
Seven words, to be exact—IJ play when I 
want to play—a statement uttered in an 
interview last November, in the midst of 
Minnesota’s 2-8 nosedive to finish the sea- 
son, and repeated later in the year. Not 
since George Carlin blurted out his hilari- 
ous list of profanities unsuitable for tele- 
vision in the early 1970s have seven words 
caused such a stir. 

“When I heard Randy’s words, I was 
angry, hurt, sick to my stomach,” says 
Vikings owner Red McCombs, who four 
months earlier had given Moss an eight- 
year, $75 million contract extension that 
included an $18 million signing bonus. “I 
knew he’d get tagged with it forever, be- 
cause that’s the way it works, and that’s the 
way it should be. It will never go away, and 
Randy understands that. He’s paid for it, 
and he'll pay for it the rest of his life” 

Something had to give in Minnesota, and 
so much did. Longtime coach Dennis 
Green was forced out with a week left in 
the season, and a former Moss mentor, vet- 
eran wideout Cris Carter, was not re- 
signed. Tice, a Vikings assistant for six sea- 
sons, has hitched his offense and his 
coaching fortunes to the 25-year-old Moss, 
who has seemingly changed for the better, 
improving his once spotty work habits and 
acting like a team leader. Unlike in past 
years, Moss spent much of his spring and 
summer in Minnesota, participating in the 
team’s off-season workout program and 
showing leadership on the practice field 
and in the locker room. “Cris talked a lot 
in the huddle and on the sideline, and now 
I’ve seen Randy doing more of that;’ says 
Matt Birk, the Vikings’ Pro Bow] center. 


AKER No player in his first four 
NFL seasons had more receiving yards or 
touchdown catches than Moss did. 
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“Ultimately, you have to lead by example, 
but I’ve seen him working a lot harder in 
training camp this year.” 

Meet the new Moss—same as the old 
Moss? Given that a year ago Birk and several 
others were making similar comments 
about Moss’s newfound maturity, how do 
we know the Vikings won't get fooled again? 

Moss’s career has been marked by spo- 
radic childish behavior, such as his squirting 
an official with a water bottle during Min- 
nesota’s 1999 divisional playoff loss to the 
St. Louis Rams and appearing to quit in the 
Vikings’ 41-0 loss to the New York Giants in 


the 2000 NFC Championship Game. Those 
seven words he said last fall, however, tran- 
scended football. By flouting the integrity 
of the game and insulting the paying cus- 
tomer to boot, Moss became something 
other than quarterback Daunte Culpepper’s 
favorite target. He was castigated as a blight 
to his team, his sport and his generation. 
Carter scolded him publicly, as did lumi- 
naries around the league such as Green Bay 
Packers quarterback Brett Favre. Minneso- 
ta state senator Dean Johnson wrote a let- 
ter to Vikings executive vice president Mike 
Kelly stating that Moss’s behavior had made 
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it “increasingly difficult for me to justify to 
my constituents . .. my support of your team 
and the construction of a new stadium.” 
It’s one thing when a goody-goody like 
Rams quarterback Kurt Warner takes a 
shot at you in his autobiography, but when 
one of your fellow NFL bad boys chimes 
in, you’ve reached another level entirely. 
“Some things should be kept to themselves, 
and a comment like that will isolate you 
from your teammates,’ says San Francis- 
co 49ers wideout Terrell Owens, who like 
Moss often obscures his supreme talent 
with vexing behavior. Then, borrowing 


from the folk proverb, Owens adds, “It’s 
better to be thought of as a fool than to 
speak and remove all doubt.” 

Then there is Kyle Turley, the New Or- 
leans Saints’ All-Pro tackle, who last No- 
vember all but cemented his team’s loss to 
the New York Jets by ripping the helmet off 
safety Damien Robinson’s head and hurl- 
ing it across the field. “As a player, I like 
Randy Moss—he’s got incredible talent, and 
I think he’s nasty?’ Turley says. “But if he 
was on my team and he pulled the s--- he 
pulls, ’'d walk up to him on the sideline and 


the offensive coordinator’s job, Tice asked 
candidates to demonstrate how they would 
design a game plan to utilize Moss. The man 
Tice hired, Scott Linehan, devised a two- 
tight-end scheme in which Moss will play 
all three receiver positions (flanker, split end 
and slot) and be put in motion frequently. 
Though he had a career-best 82 catches 
last season, Moss had his least impressive 
campaign in terms of yards (1,233) and 
touchdowns (10). He failed to make the Pro 
Bowl for the first time, but that may have 
been part of the backlash against his seven 
words. Now Tice is so excited about Moss’s 


“MIKE TICE GOT THE JOB BECAUSE 

HE AND RANDY MOSS CAN GET ALONG,” 
SAYS MOSS. “NOBODY CONTROLS 

ME BUT MY MAMA AND GOD” 


Green’s late-season departure was 
spurred not only by the team’s worst record 
(5-11) in 17 years but also by the coach’s 
inability to keep his star in check. There 
was even talk within the organization of 
exposing Moss to the Houston Texans in 
the expansion draft. Instead, out went 
Carter, the future Hall of Famer whose re- 
lationship with Moss had eroded. In came 
Tice, who as offensive line coach had 
forged a healthy connection with Moss 
from the receiver’s rookie season. 

Selected with the 21st pick of the 1998 
draft after off-field transgressions had scared 
away teams that might have taken him in 
the top 10, Moss reported to training camp 
that year feeling stressed and insecure. “I 
ran out for my first practice? he recalls, “and 
Tice called me over to give him five. He told 
me, ‘Just keep doing things right, and you're 
going to be a player’ I appreciated that.” 

The perception was that Tice, after one 
game as interim coach, was given a three- 
year deal last January because he convinced 
McCombs he could control Moss. “No;” says 
Moss. “Mike Tice got the job because he and 
Randy Moss can get along. Nobody controls 
me but my mama and God.” 

One thing Tice can control is how often 
Moss gets the ball, which seems to be the 
biggest factor in how the wideout deter- 
mines whether he wants to play on a given 
day. Consequently the Vikings have been re- 
built around Moss. During interviews to fill 


possibilities that he speaks openly of an as- 
sault on three NFL single-season receiving 
records: Herman Moore’s 123 catches and 
Jerry Rice’s 1,848 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

To Tice, the most important number is 
the percentage of Minnesota passes thrown 
in Moss’s direction. Last year, Tice says, 
the Vikings were 4-1 in games in which 
that figure was at least 40% and 1-10 when 
it wasn’t. Moss swears he’s not as obsessed 
with getting the ball as the rest of us think. 
“[ just want to win,” he insists. “But if it’s 
early in the game and the team’s not doing 
well, I get frustrated when I don’t get the 
ball, because I think I can spark the team 
and get the crowd into it.” 

There are other misconceptions that Moss 
says he would like to clear up—well, at least 
attempt to clear up. “I don’t think people 
get the meaning of ‘I play when I want to 
play; ” he says. “You think a guy like Randy 
Moss is going to blow off a game, as much 
as I love football? Really, I’m just being 
smart. I’m not going to go full speed every 
time when I don’t need to. I’m trying to set 
DBs up and to save myself for the ‘six? ” 

Does this mean he regrets having made 
the statement? “Hell, no?’ he says, “because 
I still play when I want to play. I do what I 
want, homey.” 


IT’S A rainy day at Bethpage Black on 
Long Island, and Tiger Woods is about to 
make the turn in the second round of the 
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ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 


Like Randy Moss, this trio of NFL standouts would be doing 


their respective teams a favor by setting a better example 


WARREN SAPP, DT, BUCS 
Teammates tolerate Tampa Bay’s resident motormouth 
when he’s performing at an All-Pro level, but as Sapp 
struggled last year (six sacks, after piling up 29 over 
the previous two seasons), his overbearing presence 
became a liability. The uproarious 303-pounder was 
at it again in training camp, taking shots at everyone 
from Giants defensive end Michael Strahan to his fa- 
vorite foil, teammate Keyshawn Johnson. The latter 
tree marking does not amuse new Bucs coach Jon 
Gruden, who says, “I’m not a marital counselor. This 
ain’t the Jerry Springer Show.” For Sapp, who’s now 
sporting a shaved head, to become a true team leader 
he needs to alter more than his hairstyle. 


KYLE TURLEY, T, SAINTS 

The hot-headed Turley would better serve his team if he 
confined his rage to the moments when he’s blocking. 
Everyone remembers his meltdown last season in the 
last two minutes against the Jets. Angered after New 
York safety Damien Robinson grabbed quarterback 
Aaron Brooks's face mask and twisted it violently, Tur- 
ley ripped off Robinson's helmet, chucked it across the 
field and made an obscene gesture. The resulting penal- 
ties killed a potential game-winning drive. But Turley 
has also shown his temper many other times, and even 
his closest teammates routinely implore him to tone it 
down. With Willie Roaf gone, Turley slides over to left 
tackle to protect Brooks's blind side. No one doubts 
that Turley can handle even the fiercest pass rushers; 


now it's time to show that he can handle himself. 
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PEYTON MANNING, OB, COLTS 

Because he will be forever linked to the train wreck 
that was Ryan Leaf, Manning routinely is depicted 
as the embodiment of all that is good and virtuous. 
But Indianapolis was a dysfunctional mess in 2001, 
and some of the tension was caused by the quar- 
terback, who threw a hissy fit after coach Jim Mora 
(since fired) had the gall to criticize his play. Never 
mind that Manning threw the second-most inter- 
ceptions in the league last year and has yet to lead 
the Colts to a playoff victory. He also took a shot at 
All-Pro running back Edgerrin James (for missing a 
voluntary minicamp). New coach Tony Dungy is 
known for curbing his quarterbacks’ aggressive ten- 
dencies. If that happens, will Manning lash out, or 
will he decide that sometimes the most effective form 
of leadership is to hold your tongue? 


U.S. Open when my cellphone rings. “Yo, 
it’s Randy,’ Moss says in his familiar twang. 
“You know that interview we did?” 

“Uh-huh” 

“T want to do it over.” 

I’m unsure whether to laugh or cry. Dur- 
ing our half-hour conversation at camp I’d 
scribbled madly the whole time and gotten 
a wealth of information. A do-over might 
do me in. “Was there anything specific you 
said that you’re worried about?” I ask. 

“Nah, I don’t even remember what the 
hell I said. Let’s do it again over the phone” 

At times like this Moss projects a naiveté 
that is startling yet endearing. Sure, the guy 
goes clubbing with Culpepper, his closest 
friend on the team since the sudden death 
last summer of tackle Korey Stringer. But 
Moss, who grew up in Rand, W.Va., sounds 
convincing when he says, “I’m a country 
boy who hasn’t really been exposed to city 
living, and it throws me.” Later, when asked 
if he was prepared for the intrasquad 
dynamics he encountered upon joining Min- 
nesota, Moss replies, “Hell, no. It’s frus- 
trating how political this damn game is.” 

A separate article could be devoted to an- 
alyzing the wrangling within the Vikings’ 
castle last season. For the purposes of this 
story, realize that few NFL players of this 
era have been as politically savvy as the 
36-year-old Carter, who retired this spring 
after shopping around the league for a free- 
agent contract. After Moss emerged in 1998 
with one of the NFL’s most dominant rook- 
ie seasons ever, Carter actively cultivated an 
image as Moss’s mentor and served as his 
de facto press liaison. “I don’t think Randy 
liked that?’ says Oakland Raiders wideout 
Matthew Hatchette, who was Moss’s road 
roommate with Minnesota in ’98. It’s true 
that Moss benefited tangibly from Carter’s 
tutelage—they became off-season workout 
partners, for example—but, says Tice, “I 
don’t know that Cris necessarily helped him 
with his media presence. You don’t say 
under your breath, ‘Don’t mess with those 
people, if you really want to help” 

After the team’s meltdown in the 2000 
NFC title game, the bond between Moss 
and Carter frayed. Sideline tirades by the 
two became commonplace last year, and 
as the season dragged on Carter tried to 
instill the discipline he felt had lapsed 
under Green. (Green did not respond to 
SI’s interview requests.) Several Vikings, 
however, say they’re glad to see Carter 
gone. Some claim Carter sulked when the 
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ball wasn’t thrown his way, even after Min- 
nesota had driven for a touchdown. 

“T know most people think we’re upset 
that Cris is gone and that Randy is a pain 
in the ass,’ says one Viking. “But the guys 
are quite happy Randy’s the one who’s here. 
I can’t find one guy in this locker room to 
take up for Cris.” 

Other than acknowledging 
Carter’s willingness to portray 
himself as a mentor—“If he 
wants to claim the fame?’ Moss 
says, “I’ll let him claim it”— 
Moss makes a point of not dis- 
cussing his former teammate 
by name. Yet it’s not hard to 
extrapolate when Moss says, 
“We've had a lot of b.s. the last 
two seasons that messed this 
team up and kept us from 
competing for a championship, 
and we got rid of some of that 
bs. over the off-season. I never 
experienced anything like last 
year, and I can’t imagine any- 
thing worse.” 

Carter declined to comment 
on Moss but did say he’s not 
surprised that he’s being por- 
trayed as the villain. “What did 
they say about Jerry Rice when 
he left San Francisco?” Carter 
says. “It’s the same type of sit- 
uation with me. That’s what 
we do in sport—we sensation- 
alize everything, and everyone 
who’s gone is bad.” 

Perhaps it’s not surprising 
that Moss’s initial “I play 
when I want to play” state- 
ment came in response to this question 
from Minneapolis-St. Paul Star Tribune 
columnist Sid Hartman: Does Cris Carter 
get you fired up? Though this is a case 
where an athlete might rightfully have 
claimed that his quote was deprived of its 
full context, Moss declined to do so two 
weeks later during a conference call with 
writers who cover the Tennessee Titans, 
saying, “Hell, no. That s--- is what I said.” 
Says McCombs, “I had told him, “You need 
to tell those guys you made a mistake’ But 
he’s got so much of that street macho that 
he couldn’t bring himself to do it.” 

Then Moss got nastier, saying that if fans 
hassled him, he’d “lose thought of being 
Randy Moss the football player and go to 
Randy Moss the street person.” This came 
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from a player who had already been fined 
$15,000 by the Vikings for verbally abusing 
sponsors aboard a team bus. (Last season 
the NFL also fined Moss a total of $25,000 
for three taunting-related incidents.) 
Suddenly Moss was being booed at home 
games, and the league had a public relations 


“WE’VE HAD A LOT OF B.S. 
THAT MESSED THIS TEAM UP,” 
MOSS SAYS, “AND WE GOT RID 

OF SOME OF THAT B.S.” 


~~ 


TOUGH TIMES Moss (84) doesn’t refer 
to him by name, but it’s clear he faults 
Carter for many of the Vikings’ problems. 


nightmare on its hands. “The NFL p.r. peo- 
ple have to be cringing,’ says Carolina Pan- 
thers tackle Todd Steussie, a former Vikings 
All-Pro. “When he said he plays when he 
wants to play, it had all kinds of bad impli- 
cations. I’m not even going to say the word, 
but it starts with a g and ends with an i-n-g. 
I mean, are we talking Las Vegas?” 

Moss swears his passion for football is 
sincere. “I’m one of the most competitive 
guys in the NFL, he says. “Believe me, no- 
body wants it more than me.” Friends still 
tease him about the aftermath of his last 
high school game, a close loss in the state 


semifinals, when, he says, “I cried on my 
mom’s shoulder, because I wanted to win 
it so bad.” His list of NFL heroes might sur- 
prise you: Walter Payton, Barry Sanders 
and Jerry Rice, all symbols of hard work 
and valor. Moss is proud that despite vari- 
ous injuries, including a chronically sore 
right ankle that has bothered 
him since he entered the 
league, he has never missed a 
game. 

Sometimes Moss lets his 
guard down and his sensitivity 
seeps through. In August 2001, 
after Stringer collapsed and 
died of heat-related complica- 
tions, the receiver’s tearful, de- 
spondent reaction humanized 
him to many observers. Moss 
believes that the team’s subse- 
quent collapse on the field was 
predictable given the tragedy, 
and that critics, particularly in 
the media, seemed all too glee- 
ful in the face of the Vikings’ 
demise. “I’m talking about 
death,’ he says. “Write that 
down: D-E-A-T-H. You don’t 
bounce back from that in days. 
It takes years.” 


NEAR THE end of our sec- 
ond interview, the subject turns 
to the officials, “There’s one ref 
that I want to kill, but I can’t 
kill him until I retire?’ Moss 
says matter-of-factly. “He made 
a bad call that kept me from 
getting to the Super Bowl.” 

His words hang there be- 
fore I decide to give him a do-over: “When 
you say you want to kill this guy, you don’t 
really mean that, do you?” 

“No,” Moss says. “Not kill him literally.” 

Before the call ends, I revisit my origi- 
nal line of questioning about what mis- 
conceptions people might have about him. 
“J guess that I’m a bad guy, which I’m not; 
he says. “I know I have a reputation to pro- 
tect, and it’s not just me—I’m also repre- 
senting a multimillion-dollar franchise and 
my family. So if sometimes I say things I 
regret, I’ve got to pay for it.” 

The only question now is, Will the rest 
of the league pay? o 


Look for Michael Silver’s Open Mike column 
every week at cnnsi.com. 
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THOUGH CRITIC 


S 
DROP IN Hig oS QUESTION THE 
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THROWING MOTION, 


HAS T 
TEXANS DROOLING OVER ie, 


DAVID CARR knew before the NFL scouts ACCURACY AND QUICK RELEASE 
did, before the Mel Kiper Jr. types, before the 
media know-it-alls. In leading unheralded 
Fresno State to an 11-2 season and break- 
ing school passing records in bunches last 


fall, the choirboy quarterback knew he was committing a gridiron 
sin: Before throwing a pass, Carr wasn’t always getting the ball 
up high enough to be in the football-cocked-at-his-ear, trading- 
card pose. As the season wore on—and the passing yards and 
touchdowns came easier than ever before—he started his throw- 
ing motion lower and lower, even slinging the ball sidearm on oc- 
casion. Sure, the unorthodox mechanics saved him on some 
plays, but then Carr started dropping down just to be different. 
He did it because he could. It was, he thought, no big deal. 
So in the months preceding the mid-April NFL draft, Carr h 1] : 
was stunned to hear * talk and read the stories about how his By J OS E 10tt 
delivery might keep him from being the No. 1 pick. Every time PHOTOGRAPH BY BILL FRAKES 


FROM TOP: GREG FOSTER; TAYLOR JONES; DAMIAN STROHMEYER:GREG FOSTER 


FIRST-YEAR FINDS 


These four rookies, drafted after the first round, made lasting 
impressions in camp and should be major contributors this year 


ANDRE GURODE, C, COWBOYS 
Drafted in second round, 37th pick 


DESHAUN FOSTER, RB, PANTHERS 
Drafted in second round, 34th pick 


Concerns about his character following an NCAA suspen- 


sion last year for an extra-benefits violation—not to mention 
arep for fumbling—dropped Foster out of the first round. A 
left knee injury will sideline the former UCLA star for the 
first four weeks, but when he returns Foster should dra- 
matically improve a rushing attack that ranked 29th in the 
NFL in 2001. “He'll be a great one,” says Panthers coach 
John Fox. Case in point: On his first preseason carry, Fos- 
ter broke loose for an electrifying 61-yard score. 


Entering the bell lap of Emmitt Smith’s race to the NFL ca- 
reer rushing record, Dallas had concerns at center and 
right guard. The uncertainty at center, however, lasted only 
one week of training camp, by which time Gurode, a feisty 
rookie from Colorado, had sufficiently dazzled coaches to 
become, at 326 pounds, the NFL's heaviest starter at his po- 
sition. With a last name that’s frequently mispronounced 
(it’s Jer-ROD), he'll likely become known by what's sure- 


ly the best rookie nickname: The Garage. 


DEION BRANCH, WR, PATRIOTS 
Drafted in second round, 65th pick 


A 5’ 9", {90-pound flash out of Louisville who could be 
mistaken for Pro Bowl wideout and teammate Troy Brown, 
Branch caught eight passes for 129 yards in the first half 
of New England’s preseason opener against the Giants, 
prompting coach Bill Belichick to say that he had to fig- 
ure out a way to get the rookie on the field. The Patriots 
thought they had fortified their receiving corps with free 
agent Donald Hayes. After Branch’s catch-everything 
camp, that position is looking downright dangerous. 


WILL OVERSTREET, LB, FALCONS 
Drafted in third round, 80th pick 


In the 259-pound Overstreet, a three-year starter at Ten- 
nessee at defensive end, the Falcons saw a player they 
felt could make the transition to weakside linebacker in 
their new 3-4 scheme. They also figured he might occa- 
sionally spell defensive end Patrick Kerney, the team’s 
leader in sacks last year, who was moving to the weak 
side too. Plans have changed. Because he had such an 
exceptional camp, Overstreet was penciled in as a starter 
at linebacker, and Kerney will stay put at right end on what 
should be one of the league’s most improved defenses. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


a draftnik soiled Carr’s reputation with re- 
marks about unsound mechanics—a Divi- 
sion I-A—best 4,308 passing yards and 
42 touchdowns be damned—Carr would 
shake his head out of confusion. Even after 
the expansion Houston Texans, who owned 
the first pick, assured him before the NFL 
scouting combine in early March that he 
(and not Oregon quarterback Joey Har- 
rington, as the pundits predicted) would 
be their guy, the perceived passing flaw re- 
mained a hot story. 

Carr tried to ignore all the fuss, until the 
day in early April when he watched yet an- 
other talking head criticize his technique 
and his brother Darren turned to him and 
asked, in mock outrage, “Jeez, David, did 
you ever throw overhand?” Carr laughed, 
but inside the polite, devout, happily mar- 
ried father of a two-year-old son burned 
with an emotion he rarely feels: anger. “It 
didn’t really hurt my confidence, but I was 
offended,” he says. “No one had ever ques- 
tioned my arm or my motion, and then 
people were suddenly saying, ‘Everything’s 
all wrong’ I know I'll always have my crit- 
ics, but it started getting ridiculous.” 

What, then, do we make of all the clat- 
ter? What must be done to correct the sup- 
posedly horrible defect? When asked these 
questions at the start of camp this summer, 
the three men most responsible for making 
Carr the first player drafted—Texans gener- 
al manager Charley Casserly, coach Dom 
Capers and offensive coordinator Chris 
Palmer—sighed heavily in exasperation. 
“Look, it’s not like we’re bringing David in 
here and teaching him how to throw a foot- 
ball all over again?’ Capers said. “With his 
arm strength and quick release, he reminds 
me of a young Brett Favre, who never re- 
leases the ball the same way twice. Yes, we'll 
tweak David’s delivery a bit, but if it ain’t 
really broke, why fix it?” 

Carr readily admits that he became lazy 
with his mechanics, but it should be noted 
that Fresno State’s passing attack included 
many variations of the quick throw to the 
flat—screen passes to receivers that in 
Casserly’s words, “David, with his extraor- 
dinary arm strength, could’ve made under- 
handed.” Also, during the season Bulldogs 
coaches installed the shotgun, a formation 
that Carr had not played in before, so a lot 
of times he improvised. “Honestly, I thought 
back to watching Dan Marino on TV, with 
that quick sidearm thing he did [out of the 
shotgun],” Carr says, miming Marino’s 
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quick three-quarters release. “I figured 
that’s how you were supposed to do it. I 
didn’t know any better.” 

Truth be told, Carr is in good hands. 
When Capers was coach of the expansion 
Carolina Panthers in 1995, his starting 
quarterback was rookie Kerry Collins, the 
fifth pick in the draft; in his 12 years as an 
NFL assistant, Palmer has worked with 
Warren Moon, a young Drew Bledsoe and 
Mark Brunell. In 1999, Palmer’s first year as 
coach of the expansion Cleveland Browns, 
his starting quarterback was rookie Tim 
Couch, the No. 1 pick. 

“The simple truth is, David’s delivery 
was never a concern,’ Palmer says. “We 
thoroughly scouted David during the sea- 
son, and I always thought his flaws were 


very minor things that could be easily cor- 
rected. David was so dominant last year, it 
was more of a relaxation of his mechanics. 
His problems weren’t in his delivery, they 
were in his preparation. He was holding 
the ball lower later in the season, and he 
needed to improve his footwork. He was 
making big downfield throws flat-footed, 
just because he could” 

Palmer was the first member of the Tex- 
ans’ brain trust to see Carr in action, when 
Carr led the Bulldogs to a 24-22 upset of 
Colorado in Fresno State’s opener last sea- 
son. By the time the game was over, 
Palmer had seen enough. “He made some 
throws in that game that only three or four 
guys in the NFL could make,’ Palmer re- 
calls. “In that game his mechanics were 


“HE MADE SOME THROWS IN THAT GAME 
THAT ONLY THREE OR FOUR GUYS IN 
THE NFL COULD MAKE,” PALMER RECALLS 
OF CARR’S PLAY AGAINST COLORADO 


prototypical. Based on that performance 
I thought David was deserving of the top 
pick, and he did nothing the rest of the 
way to change that opinion.” 

Palmer was further convinced after 
spending Fresno State’s bye week observ- 
ing team workouts and offensive meetings 
and talking to Cart’s coaches. In practice he 
saw that the young quarterback threw in 
classic over-the-top fashion the vast major- 
ity of the time; he also found Carr coach- 
able and eager to learn. Watching videotape, 
Palmer graded each of Carr’s 503 throws 
over the previous two seasons. It was clear 
that Carr had a quick release and was dead- 
ly accurate—two things that Palmer knew 
would only improve with greater emphasis 
on proper ball position in Carr’s setup. 
Palmer was also delighted to see that Carr 
was as accurate throwing to one side of the 
field as the other: He completed 133 of 209 
passes (63.6%) to his left and 198 of 294 
throws to his right (67.3%). The tape fur- 
ther debunked the myth that Carr’s deliv- 
ery was too low—of those 503 passes, only 
18 were deflected at the line. 

Carr’s one-hour postseason workout for 
the Texans in Fresno clinched his spot at 
the top of the draft. After Palmer placed 
five seven-foot ladders at the line of scrim- 
mage, to emphasize the importance of a 
sound delivery, Carr threw better than he 
had all year. “I’'d heard about the ladders,” 
Carr says with a wry grin. “Still, I think I 
showed them what they wanted to see.” 

That he will start his pro career in Texas 
seemingly was his destiny. His parents, 
Rodger and Sheryl, were born near Dallas 
and raised their three boys—David, 23; Dar- 
ren, 19; and Derek, 11—as die-hard fans of 
America’s Team. (David wears number 8 in 
homage to former Cowboys great Troy Aik- 
man.) When Carr heard in October 1999 
that Houston had been awarded the NFL's 
32nd franchise, he announced to family and 
friends that he wanted to play there, though 
he was a redshirt sophomore who had yet 
to start a game for Fresno State. He became 
an instant hero in his new city last spring 
when at a press conference in Houston— 
moments after signing a seven-year, 
$46.3 million contract on live television— 
he said, “I want to whup up on the Cow- 
boys as much as anyone.” Carr will get that 


With Carr starting and big 
questions at tackle, the Texans will keep 
things conservative on offense. 
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Official Rules ubove for complete prize restrictions, Maitin entries must be post- 
marked by 11/1/02, ond received by 11/8/02. 
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opportunity on Sept. 8, when Dallas visits 
Houston for the teams’ season opener. 
The Texans think he’s ready. After his 
throwing motion was tweaked—Capers and 
Palmer directed the rookie to hold the ball 
roughly four inches higher than he had 
been, and adjusted his footwork—Carr 
showed immediate improvement. With the 
ball propped above his shoulder pad, Carr 
has a quicker delivery than before, and his 
throws are even more accurate. It 
seems the changes were as effective 
as they were subtle. “He’s not afraid 
to challenge the corners, to make 


ing camp when he walked into a car deal- 
ership hoping to indulge his one newfound 
vice: expensive cars. After 15 minutes passed 
and no salesperson had arrived to help the 
young kid in the T-shirt, board shorts and 
flip-flops, Carr climbed into the car he 
liked—a BMW M5—causing sales and se- 
curity people to scramble. “They didn’t 
know who I was, which was nice,’ he says. 
“Tt’s amazing how fast you can get helped 


SOON HE MAY BECOME 


the tough throws,’ says cornerback A {4 O U STO N | G O N 3 


Aaron Glenn, a Pro Bowler during 
his days with the New York Jets. 
“He’s been great.” 

Largely because of questions at 
tackle—top expansion-draft pick 
Tony Boselli has had two shoulder 
operations and is out indefinitely, 
and Ryan Young is out until late 
September with a left groin injury— 
Houston will run a conservative of- 
fense and hope that a veteran-laden 
defense can keep games close. Not 
that Carr won’t air it out; he’s al- 
ready developed good rapport with 
veteran wideouts Corey Bradford 
and Jermaine Lewis and rookie 
Jabar Gaffney from Florida. “I feel 
blessed to have these guys around 
me,’ Carr says. “I’ve never felt like 
I'd have to do it all” 

Perhaps that’s because the Tex- 
ans won't let him. Wary of the demands on 
Carr as the franchise’s telegenic cornerstone, 
Capers persuaded Carr that it would be in 
his best interest to say no to the dozens of 
companies hoping for his endorsement—at 
least this season. Carr has also kept the pro- 
tective cocoon of his family around him. In 
addition to having wife Melody and toddler 
Austin (whose new sibling is expected to ar- 
rive early next year) with him, David moved 
Rodger, Sheryl and Derek from Bakersfield, 
Calif., to a house near his own in the Hous- 
ton suburb of Sugar Land. (Darren will suit 
up this fall as a freshman defensive tackle 
at the University of Houston.) “I think most 
dads have their first son and think, Here’s 
my quarterback,” Rodger says, a bit starry- 
eyed. “But you never really believe it. He’ll 
always just be our son.” 

Soon he may become a Houston icon. But 
for now Carr remains happily under the 
Q-rating radar, as he discovered before train- 


BUT FOR NOW CARR 
IS HAPPILY UNDER 
THE Q-RATING RADAR 


RISING SUPPORT Carr won over local 
fans when he said he wanted “to whup up 
on the Cowboys as much as anyone.” 


by touching a car” (He liked the car so much 
that he later drove it off the lot.) 

Carr is as content being one of the guys 
on the Texans. He says the right things— 
about how the game’s so much faster at the 
pro level, that he has already learned the 
hard way that he can’t take the risks he did 
at Fresno State. “See, I know everything’s 
faster here, and open spaces close so quick- 
ly,’ he says, leaning forward as he chews on 
one last thought. After a brief silence he 
cracks a smile and says, “I can’t make those 
throws now, but someday I will, because 
I’ve always enjoyed making throws with a 
little flair. ’ve always liked being different” 

One day soon Carr will sling the ball 
sidearm again. Just to be different. Just be- 
cause he can. a 
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Is He up to 


Test? 


RAY LEWIS suddenly seems so vulnerable. 
Savvy 330-pound defensive tackles Tony i 
Siragusa and Sam Adams are no longer ies i LINEBACKER 

playing in front of him, crafty coordinator ISIS OUT To PROVE 


Marvin Lewis isn’t calling the shots from 


the sideline, and at least seven new defensive starters will sur- 
round him. Even the Ravens’ primary scheme, the 4-3, in which 
Ray Lewis became one of Ae NFLss premier players, has been NSE WON’T MAKE 
ditched for the 3-4. OF A PLAYER 
Lewis, Baltimore’s $50 million All-Pro linebacker, understands 
how dire the team’s situation appears and what people are won- 
dering: Will the overhaul diminish the effectiveness of arguably 
the most dominant defensive player in the game? With a hint 
of defiance, he says, “It’s my calling to do what others think can’t 
be done.” Lewis is used to being the man of the house. He was 
10 when he cared for four younger siblings while his single moth- 
er worked three jobs in Lakeland, Fla. He was 24 when he moved 
his teenage brother, Keon Lattimore, into his suburban Balti- 
more home. At 27 Lewis hardly blinks when he glances around 
the Ravens’ training-camp locker room and sees rookies and 
career backups dressing in stalls once occupied by charismatic 
Pro Bowl players. “I’ve seen veteran teams go 1-15,” Lewis says, 
“so why can’t we reach the playoffs?” 
But who would have thought Lewis would be one of just 16 a A 
players left from the team that won the Super Bowl only 20 ff h d h 
months ago? That 23 players from last season, including seven By J € Yl C adi a 
starters on the vaunted defense, would not return from a squad PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVID BERGMAN 
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DEFENSIVE BACKBONES 


Ray Lewis isn’t the only veteran linebacker on the spot. Here are three 


others—all with new teams this season—who face great expectations 


EARL HOLMES, 29, BROWNS 

After six years in Pittsburgh, he’s switching from in- 
side linebacker in a 3-4 to the middle man ina 4-3. 
His critics say he doesn’t have sideline-to-sideline 
range, that his knees are creaky (he was held out 
of early preseason games) and that he’s coming off 
a down year. But Holmes, lured to Cleveland by a 
five-year, $17.5 million deal, brings toughness and 
a sledgehammer style to a team that has playoff ex- 
pectations. “Earl is strong, quick to the ball and 
sheds blocks well,” says Bengals fullback Lorenzo 
Neal. “He won’t have the speed around him that he 
had in Pittsburgh, but he’s still a playmaker.” He’ll 
need to be that and more with Pro Bowl outside line- 
backer Jamir Miller sidelined for the year after tear- 
ing his right Achilles in the preseason. 


BILL ROMANOWSHI, 36, RAIDERS 

He was dumped in the off-season by the Broncos, 
who preferred to go with the younger lan Gold, 
but Oakland thinks Romanowski has a couple of 
productive years left. He'll be an every-down play- 
er and, because of his versatility, should be the 
best outside linebacker the Raiders have had in 
years. Not lost on an aging team that is built to 
win now is the fact that Romo has four Super Bowl 
rings (two with San Francisco, two with Denver). 
Considering his renegade reputation, he should 
fit right in with the Raiders. And wouldn't you love 
to be in the locker room before those two games 


against the Broncos? 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


JAMIE DUNCAN, 27, RAMS 

After four seasons with Tampa Bay, Duncan re- 
places London Fletcher, who left for the Bills in free 
agency. St, Louis likes Duncan’s speed and quick- 
ness. He’s solid against the run and better in pass 
coverage than Fletcher, and he has an excellent 
grasp of the defense. (Rams defensive coordina- 
tor Lovie Smith was the Bucs’ linebackers coach 
during Duncan’s first three seasons there.) Tampa 
Bay, however, didn’t feel Duncan made enough 
plays, and now—on a team that will be satisfied 
with nothing less than a win in the Super Bowl—he 
mans the middle for a defense that improved by 
leaps and bounds in its first year under Smith. 
St. Louis vaulted from 23rd in the league in 2000 to 
third last season. “He’s replacing a popular guy, so 
he has his work cut out for him,” Smith says. 


that went 10-6 and reached the division- 
al round of the playoffs? That Marvin 
Lewis, architect of the defense that in 2000 
allowed 165 points (an NFL record for a 
16-game season), would leave to become 
defensive coordinator of the Washington 
Redskins? Ray Lewis is bracing for the 
toughest on-field challenge of his seven- 
year NFL career. “Ray lost a lot of intan- 
gibles that made his job easier,’ says de- 
fensive end Rob Burnett, who after playing 
12 seasons for the franchise was one of 
several marquee veterans who became 
salary-cap casualties in the off-season. 
“He’s going to have to find some new ones 
or learn some new tricks.” 


Lewis spent the weeks before camp lug- 
ging 45-pound weights up steep hills in the 
backwoods near his Maryland home, mind- 
ful that he, of all Ravens, can’t succumb to 
fatigue this season. He bristled at the sug- 
gestion that he had hurt the team by skip- 
ping a voluntary minicamp in April and 
dismissed the notion that he was a no- 
show because he wanted his contract, 
which had two years remaining, renegoti- 
ated. (In August he signed a seven-year, 
$50 million deal, which included a $19 mil- 
lion signing bonus.) He was his old self at 
a mandatory camp in June, prodding, cajol- 
ing and inspiring teammates. 

“Tm not waiting for my chances to moti- 
vate; Lewis says. “I’m telling people all the 
time to give me the same energy that I’m 
giving them. It doesn’t take much to have a 
good defense. All we need is three or four 
good players and two or three great ones, 
and we can dictate what an offense does.” 

New defensive coordinator Mike Nolan, a 
longtime NFL defensive assistant who was 
Baltimore’s receivers coach last year, is 
switching to the 3-4 because he believes 
the scheme is the best fit for his personnel. 
The Ravens lost five of their top six defensive 
linemen during the off-season, including 
Siragusa (retired) and Adams (salary cap), 
and the athletic linebackers are the strongest 
element of the defense. Coach Brian Billick 
says the team will run a pure 3-4 look one 
third of the time and try to confuse offenses 
with various fronts and blitz packages out 
of a 3-4 set the rest of the time. 

Speedy pass-rushing specialists Peter 
Boulware and Adalius Thomas figure to be 
the biggest beneficiaries of the change. The 
6' 1", 245-pound Lewis, who played in the 
3-4 as a rookie, will have to adjust to having 
another inside linebacker in the formation— 
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LOOK INSIDE FOR 2002 FOOTBALL SCHEDULES, RECIPES, SWEEPSTAKES INFO...AND MORE 


A GENTLEMAN OPENS DOORS. LITERALLY 


and FIGURATIVELY. 


What a GE AN &aows. 


GENTLEMAN 


A gentleman knows his limits. Please drink responsibly. 


Alcohol 40% by Volume (80 Proof), Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, 


Tennessee 37352. Visit us at gentlemanjack.com. GENTLEMAN JAC: 


TAILGATING IS 


NOT JUST AN ACTIVITY. IT’S A STATE OF MIND. 
It’s about taking that delicious 
sense of anticipation you get 
before each game and making 
it last as long as possible. 


AS AMERICA’S OLDEST DISTILLERY, 
WE'RE PROUD T0 CELEBRATE 


one of America’s oldest football 
traditions. We've produced this 
guide as a humble tribute to 
some of America’s best party 
artists. You'll find schedules, 
recipes (that feature our favorite 
beverage), fun facts and profiles 
of a few of the great tailgaters 
we've met along the way. 


BE SURE AND WATCH FOR 


JACK DANIELS 


as we tailgate across the country 
this fall. And be sure to register for a 
chance to win a trip to the big game 
in San Diego, where you'll join our 
own Jack Daniel’s Tailgate Team, 
anchored by football legend Phil 
Simms and renowned chef Bobby 
Flay. See page 21 for details. And 


; ; 
we'll see you in the parking lot. 
+e@o- 


For authentic Jack Daniel’s goods 
for this football season, check out... 


www.jackdanielsgoods.com 


Look for the Old No.7 logo throughout this guide for 
fun facts about everyone's favorite pastime... 
football. And everyone's favorite beverage...Jack Daniel's. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PHIL SIMMS 


IS A PRO FOOTBALL LEGEND 


who ranks as one of the greatest 
quarterbacks ever to play in the 
NFL. During his 15-year career, 
he led the New York Giants to 
two Super Bowl championships. 
He was named Super Bowl MVP 
in 1986 and was selected for the 
Pro Bow! three times. 


Simms holds 19 Giants’ records. 
He also rates among the top 15 
passers in league history, with more 


than 33,000 yards to his credit. 


HE'S INFLUENCED THE WAY 
WE WATCH FOOTBALL. 


After his retirement, Simms began 
a new career in broadcasting and is 


_ widely regarded as one of the top 


analysts on the air. He began as a 


~ commentator with NBC in 1995, 


then joined the CBS broadcast 


team three years later. He also 
provides quarterback evaluations 


to many NFL personnel directors. 


al 


PHIL'S FAVORITE TAILGATING FOOD. 
SPICY JACK WINGS 


3/4 cup flour 

1 1/2 tsp. salt 

1/4 tsp. black pepper 

2 pounds chicken drummettes 
Vegetable oil 

1/2 cup (1 stick) butter 

1/2 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1/4 cup ketchup 

1/3 cup Tabasco* sauce, or to taste 


Combine flour, salt and pepper in 
small bowl. Coat wings with flour 
mixture. Heat 2 to 3 inches of oil in 
fryer or heavy pot to 375° Fry wings, 
a few at a time, until golden brown 
on all sides and cooked through, about 
10-15 minutes. Drain on paper towels. 


Combine all sauce ingredients in a 
small saucepan. Bring to a boil. Dip 
cooked wings in sauce. Serve with blue 
cheese dressing, celery and carrot sticks. 
Note: To bake wings, place in roasting pan. 
Brush with melted butter; season with salt 
and pepper. Bake in 450° oven until lightly 
browned and cooked through, about 30 min. 


Makes 6 to 8 servings. 


*e@e- 


LYNCHBURG PEPPERY BLUE 
CHEESE DIPPING SAUCE 


1 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 cup sour cream 
1 cup (4 oz.) crumbled blue cheese 
1/4 tsp. garlic powder 

1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce 

2 tbsp. Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1 tbsp. Tabasco® sauce, or to taste 


Combine all ingredients in medium 
bowl. Blend well. Refrigerate. 


Makes about 2 1/2 cups. 


—-— 


| 


@ Phil Simms had a pre-game meal that he stuck with throughout his 15 year pro football career. What was It? Dried toast with honey, a cup of coffee and fruit, Apparently, that’s why he was so hungry after every game. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE INTERVIEW... 


Q: Phil, what was your favorite moment in your football career? 


A; 1986...when the Giants won the Super Bowl and I was MVP. My last year 
was fun, too, playing for a new coach (Dan Reeves) for the first time in many years. 


Q: Who was the best player you ever played with...and against? 
A: Played with...Lawrence Taylor. And played against...Reggie White. 


Q: Do you feel the game of football has 

changed in any way since you’ve played? 

As There's more to it now than ever before. Players 

are expanding their knowledge. For example, o 
instead of players learning 50 pass plays, they're 

learning a 100! It makes the game more exciting. <a 


Q: Would you rather tailgate or grill? 


A: Like every other man in America, I’m 
a griller! Not sure what it 

is about being around a 

grill, or at a barbecue, 

but I always have to res 
get involved with the 
action and grilling. 
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2002 NATIONAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULES 
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| DALLAS 


DATE OPPONENT TIME 


; 09.08 HOUSTON 8:30 
09.15 TENNESSEE 1:00 
09.22 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 


NEW YORK 


OPPONENT TIME 
SAN FRANCISCOmm 8:30 
09.15 ST. LOUIS 4:05 
09.22 SEATTLE 4:15 


| 09.29 ST. LOUIS 1:00 09.29 ARIZONA 4:05 
10.06 NEW YORK 1:00 10.06 DALLAS 1:00 
10.18 CAROLINA 1:00 10.18 ATLANTA 1:00 

10.28  PHILADELPHIAsom 9:00 
10.27. SEATTLE 1:00 11.03 JACKSONVILLE 8:30 
11.08 DETROIT 1:00 11.10 MINNESOTA 1:00 


11.17 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
11.24 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
11.28 WASHINGTONe 4:05 
12.08 SAN FRANCISCO 1:00 
12.15 NEW YORK 4:15 
12.21  PHILADELPHIAmr 8:30 
WASHINGTON 1:00 


11.17. WASHINGTON 1:00 
11.24 HOUSTON 4:15 
12.01 TENNESSEE 1:00 
12.08 | WASHINGTON 1:00 
12.15 DALLAS 4:15 
12.22 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
PHILADELPHIAwsn 1:30 


t 
10.20 ARIZONA 4:15 
} 


ALL HOME GAMES ARE LISTED IN BLACK -¢ @ « - TIMES ARE ET, PM & SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


PHILADELPHIA 


| 
OPPONENT ‘TIME 
| 
| 
| 
| 


WASHINGTON 


DATE OPPONENT TIME 


09.08 ARIZONA 1:00 
09.16 PHILADELPHIAmox 9:00 
09.22 SANFRANCISCO 4:15 
10.06 TENNESSEE 1:00 
10.18 NEWORLEANS 1:00 
10.20 GREEN BAY 4:15 
10.27 INDIANAPOLIS 8:30 
11.03 SEATTLE 4:15 
11.10 JACKSONVILLE 4:05 
11.17 NEW YORK 1:00 
11.24 ST.LOUIS 4:15 
11.28 DALLAS cu) 4:05 
12.08 NEW YORK 1:00 
12.15 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
12.22 HOUSTON 1:00 
12.29 DALLAS 1:00 


09.08 TENNESSEE 1:00 
09.16 WASHINGTON (mow 9:00 
09.22 DALLAS 1:00 
09.29 HOUSTON 1:00 | 
10.06 JACKSONVILLE 4:15 i 
10.20 TAMPA BAY 1:00 | 
10.28 NEW YORK«ox 9:00 
11.03 CHICAGO 1:00 
11.10 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
11.17 ARIZONA 1:00 
* 11.25 SAN FRANCISCO (mom) 9:00 
12.01 ST. LOUIS 4:15 
12.08 SEATTLE 4:05 
12.15 WASHINGTON 1:00 
12,21 DALLAS isan 8:30 
12.28 NEW YORKwan 1:30 


OPPONENT 


MINNESOTA 
ATLANTA 

NEW ORLEANS 
BUFFALO 
GREEN BAY ion 
DETROIT 
MINNESOTA 
PHILADELPHIA 
NEW ENGLAND 
ST. LOUIS arom 
DETROIT 
GREEN BAY 
MIAMI wom 
NEW YORK 
CAROLINA 


GREEN BAY 


DATE 


09.08 
09.15 
09.22 
09.29 
10,07 
10,18 
10,20 
11.04 
11,10 
11,17 
1 14,24 
12.01 
12.08 
12.15 
12.22 
12.29 


OPPONENT TIME 


ATLANTA 1:00 
NEW ORLEANS 1:00 
DETROIT 4:15 
CAROLINA 1:00 
CHICAGO «on 9;00 
NEW ENGLAND _ 1:00 
WASHINGTON 4:15 
MIAMI arom 9:00 
DETROIT 1:00 
MINNESOTA 1:00 
TAMPA BAY 1:00 
CHICAGO 1:00 
MINNESOTA 8:30 
SAN FRANCISCO 4:15 


BUFFALO 1:00 
NEW YORK 4:15 | 


TIME | 


22 NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


a CHICAGO 


DETROIT 


OPPONENT 


MIAMI 

CAROLINA 

GREEN BAY 

NEW ORLEANS 
MINNESOTA 

CHICAGO 

BUFFALO 

DALLAS 

GREEN BAY 

NEW YORK 

CHICAGO 

NEW ENGLAND mi) 12:30 
ARIZONA 4:05 
TAMPA BAY 1:00 
ATLANTA 1:00 
MINNESOTA 1:00 


MINNESOTA 


DATE 


09.08 
09.15 
09.22 
09.29 
10.18 
10.20 
10.27 
11.03 
11.10 
11.17 
11.24 
12.01 
12.08 
12,15 
12.21 
12.29 


OPPONENT TIME 


CHICAGO 1:00 
BUFFALO 4:15 
CAROLINA 1:00 
SEATTLE 8:30 
DETROIT 1:00 
NEW YORK 1:00 
CHICAGO 1:00 
TAMPA BAY 1:00 
NEW YORK 

GREEN BAY 

NEW ENGLAND 
ATLANTA 

GREEN BAY 

NEW ORLEANS 

MIAMI ean 

DETROIT 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULES 


= 
Le 
| ATLANTA | a - Sa 
ATLANT CAROLINA 
| DATE OPPONENT TIME |} DATE OPPONENT 
09.08 GREEN BAY 1:00 09.08 BALTIMORE ; 
09.15 CHICAGO 1:00 09.15 DETROIT 1:00 a 
09.22 CINCINNATI 8:30 09.22 MINNESOTA 1:00 " 
10.06 TAMPA BAY 1:00 09.29 GREEN BAY 1:00 
' 10.18 NEW YORK 1:00 10.06 ARIZONA 1:00 
| 10.20 CAROLINA 1:00 10.13 DALLAS 1:00 
10.27 NEWORLEANS 1:00 10.20 ATLANTA 1:00 S 
11.08 BALTIMORE 1:00 10.27 TAMPA BAY 1:00 bos 
11.10 PITTSBURGH 1:00 11.10 NEWORLEANS 1:00 yn 
11.17 NEWORLEANS 1:00 11.17 TAMPA BAY 4:05 
11.24 CAROLINA 1;00 11.24 ATLANTA 1:00 , 
112.01 MINNESOTA 1:00 12.01 CLEVELAND 1:00 5 Al 
12,08 TAMPA BAY 1:00 12.08 CINCINNATI _—_1:00 . a 
112.15 SEATTLE 1:00 12.15 PITTSBURGH 1:00 ; 
12.22 DETROIT 1:00 12.22 CHICAGO 1:00 - 
; CLEVELAND 12.29 NEW ORLEANS 
J 
* 
| NEW ORLEANS TAMPA BAY 
} DATE OPPONENT DATE OPPONENT TIME 7 
rn 09.08 TAMPA BAY : 09.08 NEWORLEANS 4: ¥ 
09.15 GREEN BAY 1:00 09.15 BALTIMORE 1:00 
09.22 CHICAGO 1:00 09.238 ST LOUISa@m 9:00 ; 
09.29 DETROIT 1:00 09.29 CINCINNATI 4:05 ia 
10.06 PITTSBURGH 1:00 10.06 ATLANTA 1:00 x 
10.18 WASHINGTON 1:00 10.18 CLEVELAND 4:15 ey 
10.20 SANFRANCISCO 1:00 10.20 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 a 
i 10.27 ATLANTA 1:00 10.27 CAROLINA 1:00 & 
11.10 CAROLINA 1:00 11.03 MINNESOTA 1:00 et 
11.17 ATLANTA 1:00 11.17 CAROLINA 4:05 a 
111.24 CLEVELAND 1:00 11.24 GREEN BAY 1:00 
| 12.01 TAMPA BAY 8:30 12.01 NEWORLEANS — 8:30 
12,08 BALTIMORE 4:05 12.08 ATLANTA 1:00 
112.15 MINNESOTA 1:00 | 12.15 DETROIT 1:00 
¥| 12,22 12.23 PITTSBURGH oom 


CINCINNATI C86 
[eee A RORINA 1:00 


12.29 


CHICAGO 
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ri | 


[peveneneneeeestartanee 


ee merwen 


ST.LOUIS — 


"ARIZONA 


DATE OPPONENT TIME 
; 09.08 WASHINGTON 1:00 


DATE OPPONENT TIME 
09.08 DENVER 4:15 


ese. 


09.15 SEATTLE 4:05 09.15 NEW YORK 4:05 

| 09.22 SAN DIEGO 4:05 09.23 TAMPABAYoo» 9:00 

| 09.29 NEW YORK 4:05 09.29 DALLAS 1:00 

# 40.06 CAROLINA 1:00 10.06 SANFRANCISCO 4:15 
10.20 DALLAS 4:15 10.18 OAKLAND 4:15 
10.27 SAN FRANCISCO 4:05 10.20 SEATTLE 1:00 

11.03 ST. LOUIS 4:15 11.03 ARIZONA 4:15 

7 11.10 SEATTLE 4:05 11.10 SAN DIEGO 1:00 
; 11.17 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 11.18 CHICAGO mow 9:00 
11.24 OAKLAND 4:05 11.24 WASHINGTON 4:15 
112.01  KANSASCITY 1:00 {2.01 PHILADELPHIA 4:15 
12.08 DETROIT 4:05 12.08 KANSASCITY 1:00 

#1 12.15 ST.LOUIS 8:30 ARIZONA 8:30 


12.21 SANFRANCISCO«sn 5:00 
DENVER 4:15 


SEATTLE 4:05 
SAN FRANCISCO «on 9:00 


ALL HOME GAMES ARE LISTED IN BLACK +e¢@e- TIMES ARE ET, PM & SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


SEATTLE 


OPPONENT TIME 
OAKLAND 4:15 
ARIZONA 4:05 
NEW YORK 4:15 
MINNESOTA 8:30 


OPPONENT 


NEW YORK craw) 
09.15 DENVER 4:15 
09.22 WASHINGTON 4:15 
ie ST, LOUIS 4:15 
t 
| 


10,14 SEATTLE «mom 9:00 SAN FRANCISCOmon) 9:00 
10.20 NEWORLEANS 1:00 | ST, LOUIS 1:00 
| 10.27 ARIZONA 4:05 DALLAS 1:00 
{] 11.08 OAKLAND 4:15 WASHINGTON 4:15 
11.10 KANSASCITY 4:15 ARIZONA 4:05 
11.17 SANDIEGO 4:05 DENVER 4:15 
11.25 PHILADELPHIA m» 9:00 KANSAS CITY 4:05 
12.01 SEATTLE 4:15 SAN FRANCISCO 4:15 
12.08 DALLAS 1:00 PHILADELPHIA 4:05 


| 42.15 GREEN BAY 4:15 


| 12.21 ARIZONAcan 5:00 
12.30 ST. LOUIS wom 9:00 


ATLANTA 1;00 
ST. LOUIS 4:05 
SAN DIEGO 4:15 
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THE INTERVIEW... 


Q: Bobby, tell us when and how you first got involved in cooking. 


As I was 17 when! began working at my father's restaurant, Joe Ellen’s in New York. 


Q: You have traveled around the country tasting incredible 
foods from all of America’s regions. Which is your favorite? 


A: Obviously, I am drawn to the foods of the 
Southwest. My second favorite place would 
be the South. I’ve had some of my most 
memorable dishes, like Red Rice and Beans, 
Shrimp and Cheese Grits and Mississippi 
Mud Pie, in Georgia and South Carolina. 


Q: What are your favorite tailgating 
foods, both to eat and prepare for guests? 
A: [like BBQ Ribs and Molasses-Mustard 
Glazed Baby Lamb Chops. To prepare, | 

prefer ribs, lamb chops, red chile/garlic 


shrimp, cheeseburgers with Vidalia 
onions and horseradish mustard. 


eS. Q: Do you have a great grilling 
™ yy tip you’d like to share? 

= 3 A; People, mostly men, have this 

by need to constantly turn the food on 

a the grill. That is the number one 

Se -reason the chicken will stick or the 


¥ fish will fall apart. My advice to 
\ these people is “leave the food 
~ alone.” Let it form a crust so it 
naturally pulls away from the 
~ ie 7 
grates, and then turn it. 


@ Simplicity is key in grilling and it’s perfectly acceptable just to brush food with olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Of course, you can play with spice rubs and marinades, but don’t overdo or they'll dominate the taste of the food. 


: 


: 
: 
: 
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BOBBY FLAY’S GRILLED 


CHICKEN SKEWERS 
WITH APRIGOTSERRANO WHISKEY SAUCE 


8 boneless, skinless chicken thighs, 
cut in half lengthwise 

32 bamboo skewers, soaked in 
water for two hours 

Canola oil 

Salt and freshly ground pepper 


Preheat grill. Thread each chicken half 
onto 2 skewers so that meat stays flat 
on grill. Brush with oil and season with 
salt and pepper on both sides. Grill 4 
minutes on each side until cooked 
through. Baste chicken on both sides 
with apricot sauce during last few 
minutes of cooking. Remove chicken 
from grill and brush liberally with more 
glaze. Serve hot or at room temperature. 


APRICOT SAUCE 


2 thsp. canola oil 

1 small red onion, coarsely chopped 
2 cloves garlic, coarsely chopped 
1 serrano chile, coarsely chopped 
3 cups fresh orange juice 

1 1/2 cups red wine vinegar 

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 

1 cup dried apricots, coarsely chopped 
2 tbsp. chopped cilantro 

Kosher salt 

2 tbsp. Jack Daniel's Old. No. 7 


Heat oil in medium saucepan over 
medium heat. Add onions, garlic and 
serrano and cook until soft. Increase heat 
to high and add orange juice, vinegar 
and sugar and cook until mixture is 
reduced by half, about 20 minutes. 
Add apricots and cook until soft, about 
20 minutes. Remove from heat and let 
cool for 10 minutes. Place mixture in 
blender, add cilantro and salt to taste 
and blend until smooth. Place sauce in 
a bowl and stir in Jack Daniel’s. 


Serves 4-6 as an appetizer. 
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BOBBY FLAY 


I$ A CHEF AND RESTAURATEUR 


who has accomplished more than 
most people twice his age. In 
1991, he opened one of New York 
City’s most critically lauded 
restaurants and just two years 
later opened a second one. The 
recognition Bobby has gained for 
his innovative creations has made 
him a major culinary figure on 
a national scale. His cookbooks, 
Bold American Food, From 
My Kitchen to Your Table, Boy 
Meets Grill and Bobby Flay Cooks 
American have won rave reviews. 
And Flay’s achievements don’t 
stop there...he has also launched 
and starred in three nationally 
televised cooking shows. 


HE'S INFLUENCED THE WAY 
AMERICANS TASTE FOOD 


by making it bold, vibrant and _ 


always fun. The future is very 


bright for Bobby Flay, and as a 
a result, for the American table ~~ 


A int 
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RULES 


OF THE GAME 


Far be it from us to spell out 
the unwritten rules for barroom 
behavior (otherwise, they wouldn’t 
be unwritten). Inspired by the 
game of football, however, we've 
provided symbols you can use when 
you detect breaches in etiquette. 


FALSE START 


Finishing off your first drink and 
ordering another before the friend 
you re Waiting on arrives. 


ILLEGAL MOTION 


Running to the bathroom within 
30 minutes after arrival at the bar. 


HOLDING 


Saving stools at a crowded bar for 
late-arriving friends by putting 
your coat or purse on top of them. 


ILLEGAL SUBSTITUTION 


When you order a Jack 
Daniel’s and the bartender gives 
you something else instead. 


SAFETY 


Persuading a friend to give you 
their car keys after they've had 
too much to drink. 
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At the time of publication, how many guys withthe 

last name of Daniel do you think played professional = 
football? Just one. How many with the first name of Jack? 
Also only one. Here’s the strange part...they both are part 


of Tampa Bay's roster. Coincidence? I think not. 
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ae * Your thends at dack Daniel's remind you to drink responsibly. 
® “JACK DANIELS COUNTAY. COGKIAILS\and tHeirfaspective flavor names are-ragistered trademarks, €2002 Jack Daniel's 
: Jack Daher Distillery, Lynchblitg, (PgpiS61), Terinessée. Cordial. Alcohol 5.9% by Volume (11.8 proof) 
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JACK DANIELS 
DOWNHOME PUNCH 


1 part Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1/2 part sweet & sour mix 

1 1/2 parts Sprite® 

1/2 part grenadine 


Serve over ice in tall glasses. Garnish 
with orange slices and cherries. 


UNCLE JACK’S RED DOGS 


1 1/2 cups ketchup 
1/4 cup brown sugar 
1/4 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 


1 package cocktail wieners or hot 
dogs cut into 1-inch pieces 


Combine ketchup and brown sugar; 
heac over low heac until the sugar 
dissolves. Remove from heat and add 
Jack Daniel's. This can be served in a 
chafing dish with cocktail wieners or 
used as a sauce over hot dogs in buns. 
All proportions are approximate. 
Adjust to your own taste. 


Makes 24 to 30 servings. 


TROPICAL FRUIT SUNRISE 


1 6-ounce can frozen pineapple 
juice concentrate 


1 6-ounce can frozen limeade 
concentrate 


3/4 cup soda water 
3/4 cup Jack Daniel's Old No. 7 
1 banana 


Place all ingredients in a blender. Add 
ice to fill container; blend until slushy. 
Makes 6 servings. 

Note: Turn to page 28 of this guide for 


winning pre-game recipes from the 2001 
Jack Daniel's Great American Tailgate. 
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There really aren’t any other rules, 
There are no standard formulas. 
Some tailgaters arrive early enough 
to prepare breakfast. Some grill 
burgers. Some set up elegant, 
multi-course meals, complete with 
linen tablecloths. An enterprising 
few set up sofas and big-screens. 
Some tailgaters invite everyone 
who passes by to drop in. Others 
prefer to keep things among friends. 


EVERY TAILGATER AGREES THE 
PRE-GAME 18 THE GAME. 


The game itself may prove to be a 
letdown, but at a tailgate the score 
is always 0-0. The only way you 
can lose is not to attend. The 
anticipation is always building. 
The atmosphere is always electric. 


Some people love pre-game tailgates 
so much, they don’t let them end 
even when the game begins. They 
stay in the parking lot, turn on the 
TV and keep right on tailgating. 
Which, of course, is perfectly 
acceptable. Remember Rule No. 1. 


Sometime during the early colonization of India, the 
British coined the word punch from the Indian word 
paunch, which means five. Traditionally punch was made 
of 5 ingredients: citrus juice, liquor, sugar, spice and water, 


JACK’S PARTY PECANS 


2 tbsp. butter 

1 cup pecan halves 

2 tbsp. Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
2 tsp. soy sauce 

1/2 tsp. salt 

2 drops Tabasco” sauce 


Melt butter in frying pan. Spread 
pecan halves in pan. Saute very slowly, 
stirring often, until pecans are lightly 
browned. Stir in Jack Daniel’s; simmer 
for 1 minute. Add soy sauce, salt and 
Tabasco” sauce. Stir. Cool pecans on 
paper towels. Store in airtight container. 


Makes 1 cup. 


x Hoke 


AMERICA'S COCKTAIL’ 


Mix 1 part Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
with 3 parts Coke”. Serve over ice. 
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HOT MUSTARD JACK 
DIPPING SAUCE 


1 cup coarse-grained mustard 

1 cup mayonnaise 

1/4 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1/4 cup honey 

1 tbsp. Tabasco® sauce, or to taste 


Combine all ingredients in medium 
bowl. Blend well. Refrigerate. Serve 
with hor french fries or chicken wings. 


Makes about 2 1/2 cups. 


anne AOS AS 


OPPONENT 


NEW YORK 
MINNESOTA 
DENVER 
CHICAGO 
OAKLAND 
HOUSTON 
MIAMI 
DETROIT 

NEW ENGLAND 
KANSAS CITY 
NEW YORK 
MIAMI 

NEW ENGLAND 
SAN DIEGO 
GREEN BAY 
CINCINNATI 
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NEW ENGLAND 


DATE 


09.09 
09.15 
09.22 
09.29 
10.06 
10.13 
10.27 
11.03 
11.10 
11.17 
11.24 


OPPONENT 


PITTSBURGH wow 
NEW YORK 
KANSAS CITY 
SAN DIEGO 
MIAMI 
GREEN BAY 
DENVER 
BUFFALO 
CHICAGO 
OAKLAND 
MINNESOTA 


TIME 


9:00 
1:00 
1:00 
4:15 
1:00 
1:00 
4:15 
1:00 
4:15 
8:30 
1:00 


NEW YORK 


TIME 


DATE 


09.08 
09.15 
09.22 
09.29 
10.06 
10.20 
10.27 
11.03 
11.10 
11.17 
11.24 


MIAMI 


OPPONENT 
DETROIT 
INDIANAPOLIS 
NEW YORK 
KANSAS CITY 
NEW ENGLAND 
DENVER 
BUFFALO 
GREEN BAY «now 
NEW YORK 
BALTIMORE 
SAN DIEGO 
BUFFALO 
CHICAGO wwow) 
OAKLAND 
MINNESOTA ‘sary 
NEW ENGLAND 


OPPONENT 


BUFFALO 

NEW ENGLAND 
MIAMI 
JACKSONVILLE 
KANSAS CITY 
MINNESOTA 
CLEVELAND 
SAN DIEGO 
MIAMI 
DETROIT 
BUFFALO 


TIME 


1:00 
1:00 
1:00 | 
1:00 
1:00 
8:30 
1:00 
9:00 
8:30 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
9:00 
1:00 
1:30 
1:00 


1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
4:05 
1:00 
1:00 
4:05 
8:30 
4:15 
1:00 


11.28 DETROITowm 12:30 a 12.02 
12.08 BUFFALO 1:00 | | fi 12.08 
12.16 TENNESSEE q@on 9:00 = 12.15 
NEWYORK _ 8:30 ; 12.22 
MIAMI 1:00 ; 12.29 


OAKLAND wom 9:00 
DENVER 4:15 
CHICAGO 1:00 
NEW ENGLAND — 8:30 
GREEN BAY ; 


| 


| 
| 
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2002 AMERICAN CONFERENCE SCHEDULES — 


! | 


CINCINNATI 


CINCINNAT 


DATE OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT TIME 


; 09.08 CAROLINA 1:00 | SAN DIEGO 1:00 
09.15 TAMPA BAY 1:00 09.15 CLEVELAND 1:00 
09.30 DENVER amon 9:00 } 09.22 ATLANTA 8:30 


10.06 CLEVELAND 8:30 
10.18 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
10.20 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 


09.29 TAMPA BAY 4:05 
! 

| 

: PITTSBURGH _1:00 

| 


10.06 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
10.18 PITTSBURGH 1:00 
10.27 TENNESSEE 1:00 


11.03 ATLANTA 1:00 11.03 HOUSTON 1:00 


11.10 CINCINNATI 1:00 11.10 BALTIMORE 1:00 
11.17 MIAMI 1:00 11.17 CLEVELAND 1:00 
11.24 TENNESSEE 1:00 11.24 PITTSBURGH 1:00 
12.01 CINCINNATI 1:00 12.01 BALTIMORE 1:00 
12.08 NEWORLEANS 4:05 12.08 CAROLINA 1:00 = 
12.15 HOUSTON 1:00 12.15 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 


12.22 CLEVELAND 4:15 
12.29 PITTSBURGH 1:00 


12.22 NEWORLEANS 1:00 
BUFFALO 1:00 


ALL HOME GAMES ARE LISTED IN BLACK *e@e- TIMES ARE ET, PM & SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


CLEVELAND || PITTSBURGH 


DATE OPPONENT TIME ; DATE OPPONENT TIME 


09.08 KANSAS CITY 1:00 og 09.09 NEW ENGLAND oom 9:00 
09.15 CINCINNATI 1:00 09.15 OAKLAND 8:30 
09.22 TENNESSEE 1:00 09.29 CLEVELAND 1:00 
09.29 PITTSBURGH 1:00 10.06 NEWORLEANS 1:00 
10.06 BALTIMORE 8:30 10.18 CINCINNATI 1:00 
10.13 TAMPA BAY 4:15 10.21 INDIANAPOLIS oom 9:00 
10.20 HOUSTON 4:05 10.27 BALTIMORE 1:00 
10.27 NEW YORK 1:00 11.03 CLEVELAND 1:00 
11.03 PITTSBURGH 1:00 F 11.10 ATLANTA 1:00 
11.17 CINCINNATI 1:00 11.17 TENNESSEE 1:00 
' 11.24 NEWORLEANS 1:00 11.24 CINCINNATI 1:00 
12.01 CAROLINA 1:00 12.01 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
12.08 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 12.08 HOUSTON 1:00 
12.15 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 12.15 CAROLINA 1:00 
12.22 BALTIMORE 4:15 12.23 TAMPA BAYoom 9:00 
12.29 ATLANTA 1:00 f 12.29 BALTIMORE 1:00 


2002 AMERICAN anaes SCHEDULES 


HOUSTON | 


DATE OPPONENT TIME 


09.08 DALLAS 8:30 
SAN DIEGO 4:15 
09.22 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
09.29 PHILADELPHIA 1:00 
10.18 BUFFALO 1:00 
10.20 CLEVELAND 4:05 
10.27 JACKSONVILLE 4:15 
11.03 CINCINNATI 1;00 
11.10 TENNESSEE 1:00 
11.17 JACKSONVILLE 4:15 
11.24 NEW YORK 4:15 
12.01 INDIANAPOLIS 4:05 
12.08 PITTSBURGH 1:00 
12.15 BALTIMORE 1:00 
12.22 WASHINGTON 1:00 
TENNESSEE 1:00 


[=] 
o 
_ 
a 


DATE 


09,08 
09.15 
09.22 
10.06 
10.13 
10,21 
10.27 
11,03 
11.10 
11.17 
11,24 
12.01 
12.08 
12.15 
12.22 
12.29 


| INDIANAPOLIS 


TIME 


OPPONENT 


JACKSONVILLE 
MIAMI 
HOUSTON 
CINCINNATI 
BALTIMORE 
PITTSBURGH «wom 
WASHINGTON 
TENNESSEE 
PHILADELPHIA 
DALLAS 
DENVER 
HOUSTON 
TENNESSEE 
CLEVELAND 
NEW YORK 
JACKSONVILLE 


1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
9:00 
8:30 
1:00 
1;00 
1:00 
8:30 
4:05 
1:00 
1:00 
1;00 
4:05 


ALL HOME GAMES ARE LISTED IN BLACK +@@e- TIMES ARE BT, PM & SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


"JACKSONVILLE 


DATE OPPONENT 
09.08 INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
09.15 KANSAS CITY 1:00 
09.29 NEW YORK 1:00 
10.06 PHILADELPHIA 4:15 
10.18 TENNESSEE 1:00 
10.20 BALTIMORE 1:00 
| 10.27 HOUSTON 4:15 
111.08 NEW YORK 8:30 
11.10 WASHINGTON 4:05 
11.17 HOUSTON 4:15 
111,24 DALLAS 1:00 
42.01 PITTSBURGH 1:00 


12.08 CLEVELAND 1:00 


12.15 CINCINNATI 1:00 
12.22 TENNESSEE 1:00 
12.29 INDIANAPOLIS 4:05 


i. 


TENNESSEE 


DATE 


09.08 
09.15 
09.22 
09.29 
10.06 
10,13 
10.27 
11.03 
11.10 
11,17 
11.24 
12.01 
12.08 
12.16 
12,22 
12.29 


OPPONENT 


PHILADELPHIA 
DALLAS 
CLEVELAND 
OAKLAND 
WASHINGTON 
JACKSONVILLE 
CINCINNATI 
INDIANAPOLIS 
HOUSTON 
PITTSBURGH 
BALTIMORE 
NEW YORK 
INDIANAPOLIS 


TIME 


1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
4:15 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 
1:00 


NEW ENGLAND ion 9:00 


JACKSONVILLE 
HOUSTON 


1:00 
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2002 AMERICAN CONFERENCE SCHEDULES 


_ DENVER | | KANSAS CITY 


OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT TIME 
ST. LOUIS : | 09.08 CLEVELAND 1:00 
SAN FRANCISCO 4:15 09.15 JACKSONVILLE 1:00 
BUFFALO 4:05 09.22 NEWENGLAND  1;00 
BALTIMORE wom 9:00 09.29 MIAMI 1:00 
SAN DIEGO 4:05 d 10.06 NEW YORK 4:05 
MIAMI 8:30 : 10.18 SAN DIEGO 4:15 
KANSAS CITY 1:00 10.20 DENVER 1:00 
NEW ENGLAND 4:15 10.27 OAKLAND 1:00 
OAKLAND «mow 9:00 11.10 SAN FRANCISCO 4:15 
SEATTLE 4:15 11.17 BUFFALO 1:00 
INDIANAPOLIS 8:30 11.24 SEATTLE 4:05 
SAN DIEGO 4:05 12.01 ARIZONA 1:00 
NEW YORK 4:15 . 12.08 ST. LOUIS 1:00 
KANSAS CITY 4:05 12,15 DENVER 4:05 
OAKLAND 4:15 7 12.22 SAN DIEGO 1:00 
ARIZONA 4:15 12.28 OAKLAND (car) 5:00 


OAKLAND SAN DIEGO 


OPPONENT DATE OPPONENT 


SEATTLE : 09.08 CINCINNATI 
PITTSBURGH : 09.15 HOUSTON 
TENNESSEE : 09.22 ARIZONA 
BUFFALO : 09.29 NEW ENGLAND 
ST. LOUIS 115 10.06 DENVER 

SAN DIEGO : 10.18 | KANSAS CITY 
KANSAS CITY : 10.20 OAKLAND 

SAN FRANCISCO 4: 11.03 NEW YORK 
DENVER axon : F. 11.10 ST LOUIS 

NEW ENGLAND - 8: 11.17 SAN FRANCISCO 
ARIZONA : 11.24. MIAMI 

NEW YORK oon : 12.01 DENVER 

SAN DIEGO : 12.08 OAKLAND 
MIAMI : 12.15 BUFFALO 
DENVER : 12.22 KANSAS CITY 
KANSAS CITY «an 5: 12.29 SEATTLE 
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GAMETIME 


ARRIVES AT EVERY GOOD TAILGATE. 


You've probably been having such 
a great time that you realize you 
had somehow forgotten what 
you came for. You get immersed in 
conversations and companionship. 
Or you've been watching an 
earlier game on the portable TV. 
Or maybe you're so completely 
engrossed in savoring the food (to 
say nothing of the libations) that 


TIME SEEMS TO STAND STILL. 


Then you look at your watch and 
you realize: It’s almost Gametime. 


The good news is that though you 
can never be sure of the outcome 
of the game, you can at least be 
comforted by the fact that you 
know what happens afterwards, 
The party starts all over again. 
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JACK APPLE MINT TEA 


1 part brewed iced tea, sweetened 
to taste 


2 parts apple cider 
1 part Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 


Green apple slices, lemon slices 
and fresh mint sprigs 


Combine first 3 ingredients. Serve over 
ice with apple, lemon and mint garnish. 


COOKOUT RELISH 


2 cups finely chopped sweet pickles 
2 tbsp. finely chopped green pepper 
2 tbsp. finely chopped onion 

1 thsp. finely chopped pimento 
1/4 tsp. dry mustard 

1/4 tsp. garlic powder 

1/4 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 


Mix all ingredients and chill. Serve as 
a relish on hot dogs, sausage or burgers. 


Makes 2 1/2 cups. 
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LYNCHBURG LEMONADE 


1 part Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1 part triple sec 

1 part sweet and sour mix 

4 parts Sprite® 


Serve over ice in tall glasses. Garnish 
with lemon slices and cherries. 
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JACK IN THE BEANS 


1 small onion, chopped 

2 thsp. bacon drippings or oil 

2 tbsp. brown sugar 

1/3 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1 28-ounce can pork and beans 
1 thsp. spicy brown mustard 

1 thsp. Worcestershire sauce 
1/4 tsp. Liquid Smoke, optional 


Heat oil in large skillet. Stir in onion 
and brown sugar. Cook, stirring 
frequently, over medium-low heat 
until onion is golden brown, about 5 
minutes, Stir in remaining ingredients. 
Simmer 20 to 30 minutes. 

Makes 6 servings. 


JACK DANIELS MARINADE 


1/4 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
1/4 cup soy sauce 
_ 1/4 cup Dijon-style mustard 

ou cup minced green onions and tops 
1/4cup light brown sugar, packed firm 

1 tsp. salt 

Dash of Worcestershire sauce 

Pepper to taste 


Combine all ingredients. Blend well. 
Use co marinate shrimp or scallops for 
{ hour; or beef, chicken or pork in the 
refrigerator overnight. Use to baste the — 
shellfish or meat as it is grilled. 


Makes 1 1/4 cups. 
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TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
CHICKEN 


2 small (2-pound) frying chickens 
1 cup Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 

Salt and pepper 

Jack Daniel’s Barrel Chips 


Have the butcher split 2 small fryers, 
or if you prefer, buy cut-up chicken 
pieces. Place chicken in a shallow pan 
and douse with Jack Daniel’s. Sprinkle 
salt and pepper over the pieces; 
marinate for 2 hours. Soak some Jack 
Daniel’s Barrel Chips in water as you 
build a charcoal fire in your barbecue 
grill. Use the barrel chips in your grill 
to create a good smoking fire. Broil 
the fryers over the pit uncil well 
cooked. Serve with Whiskey Sauce. 


Note: Visit www,ackdanielsgoods.com to 
order barrel chips and other great grilling gear. 


WHISKEY SAUCE 


1 pound white mushrooms, sliced 
6 green onions, chopped 

2 tbsp. butter 

2 ounces Jack Daniel’s Old No. 7 
2 cups brown sauce* 


Saute the mushrooms and green 
onion in butter until tender. Add Jack 
Daniel’s and brown sauce and simmer 
until flavors have blended and the 
alcohol has evaporated. Keep warm 
until ready to serve. 


*Note: To make brown sauce, thicken beef 
bouillon with cornstarch or roux. 


Makes 4 servings. 
*“e e e@- 


‘Tennessee whiskey is different from other whiskeys. 
Aa” In neighboring states, they make bourbon, which is 
similar to Tennessee whiskey because both are made from 
a grain mash fermentation, but only Tennessee whiskey is — 
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Wouldn't a whole barrel of Tennessee Whiskey make a great gift to a good friend or customer? If you agree, call us at 1-888-551-5225 


FOLKS ENJOY JACK DANIELS SINGLE BARREL 


SO MUCH, WE’VE DECIDED TO MAKE IT AVAILABLE BY THE BARREL. 


Each barrel of Jack Daniel’s Single Barrel is hand-selected during aging by 
our head distiller for rareness and taste. Just one of our white oak barrels 
yields approximately 240 bottles of our newest Tennessee Whiskey. 

(Which could make you a quite popular gift-giver, come holiday 
season.) Of course, getting one of these 400-pound barrels into 
your hometown will take some doing. But if you’re interested, 
just write our head distiller here, Jimmy Bedford. He’ll even put 


your name on the barrel if you'd like. 


JACK DANIEL’S SINGLE BARREL (am 
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iends la Ye ol's ri 1 C to drink shonstibly 
Your friends at Jack Daniel’s remind you t rink responsibly SINGLE BARREL 


he val H ¢ Places ¢ Uni 
JACK DANIEL'S is a registered trademark of Jack Daniel's 
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To enter, fill out the official entry form above or a 3.x'5 card with your name, address, phone number, e-mail and age and mail to: = f 
JACK DANIEL'S GREAT AMERICAN TAILGATE SWEEPSTAKES P| ay 
P.O. Box 42903, Dept. 3830SN61, Mesa, AZ 85274-2903 — 


OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES & REGULATIONS = 


1, NO PURCHASE NECESSARY: You must be twenty-one (24) years of age or older to be eligible and a resident of the United States, 
2, HOW TO ENTER: Clearly hand print your name, address, phone number, e-mail and age on this official entry form or plain piece of 3°x5" 
paper and mail co: JACK DANIEL'S GREAT AMERICAN TAILGATE SWEEPSTAKES, RO. Box 42903, Depe. 380SN61, Mest, = 
AZ 85274-2903, Alternatively, you may enter at the Jack Daniel's kiosk in participating markers. No photocopied or mechanically = 
reproduced entries will be eligible, nor will yout entry be eligible if i is Jost, lace, illegible, misaddressed, or otherwise misdirected: Lint. ; 
one entry per person. Sweepstakes begins August 1, 2002. All entries muse be received by November 30, 2002 when the Sweepstakes ends 
3. Employees of Brown-Forman, its affiliates, liquor wholesale licensees, retailers, as well as adverrising/promotion agencies and their” 
immediate family members and household members of each are no eligtble. This promotion is void in California and wherever prohibited 
ot restricted by law. 4. GRAND PRIZE: Four (4) GRAND PRIZES will be awarded. GRAND PRIZE consists of a trip for ewo (2) from 
January 17, 2003 to January 27, 2003, traveling cross country on a custom bus from Nashville, Tennessee, to San Diego, California. 
GRAND PRIZE includes coach class airfare for two (2) from major airporc closest co winner's home to Nashville Intemational Airpore® 
and coach class airfare for rwo (2) from San Diego to major airport closest ro winner's home. Winner and caveling companion will travel 
from Nashville to San Diego in a custom bus with stops at points of interest (selected by sponsor), ten (10) nights hotel accommodations 
(double occupancy) and hospitality during che trip and in San Diego on January 26, 2003, IF the winner cannot attend on these dates, he/she 
must forfeit the Prize and an alternate winner may be selected. All other expenses are the sole sibility of the prize winner. All travel — 
for GRAND PRIZE co be arranged by Brown-Forman or its agency. Estimated reeail value of the GRAND PRIZE is seven thousand ¢ 3 
($7,000.00), GRAND PRIZE value may vary depending on city of origin. Jack Daniel’s/Brown-Forman will noc be responsible if weather 
conditions, event cancellations, acts of God, or any other circumstances beyond its control prevent any portion of the prize from taking place, — 
In any such event, winners will not be provided with a substituce prize or cash equivalent. *If Sponsor determines that winner lives within 
driving discance of Nashville, Tennessee thar winner will be ransported co Nashville, Tennessee via limousine and recur via coach classairfare. 
5, DRAWING: Four (4) GRAND PRIZE winners will be selected in a random drawing from among all timely received eligible entries of 
this Jack Daniel's Great American Tailgate Parry Sweepstakes. The drawing will be held on or about December 1, 2002 and will be ~ — r 
ps oo I 


Fy since before Jack received his 


conducted by an independent judging Organization whose decisions are final. Odds of winning the GRAND PRIZE depends upon the 
number of eligible entries received pursuant to this Sweepstakes offer. Ifa GRAND PRIZE winner is noc able co participate in the trip to 
Nashville/San Diego, he or she forfeis his or her prize and an alemare winner may be selected. Unclaimed prizes will noc be awarded. 
Brown-Forman’ Jack Daniel’s may, at their sole discretion, change the dates of the GRAND PRIZE event. All federal, state and local taxes — 
on any prize are the sole responsibility of the prize winner. No substicution or transfer of prizes permitted without Sponsors permission or 
where required by law: Non cash prizes cannot be redeemed for cash value, All federal, state and local laws apply. 6. CLAIMING 
PRIZES/RELEASES: GRAND PRIZE potential winners will be nouified by phone or mail;a potential winner will be required ro claim his ry 
or her prize within seven (7) days of notification by signing before a notary and recurning co the address stated in the notification, an 

Affidavit of Eligibility and Liability/Publicity Release. If the notarized Affidavic and Release are noc returned within seven (7) days of . 
notification, the winner will have waived any claim to the prize and an altemace winner may be selected. By accepting the | 
GRAND PRIZE winner: (a) releases Brown-Forman and their alfiliated companies and licensed alcohol wholesalers and retailers from. - 
any/all liabiliry claims, action or proceedings arising out of or for injuries or damages sustained while involved in any promotion 
activity o¢ connection with che use of the prizes; as well as (b) consents to the use by Brown Forman/Jack: Daniel's for promorional 
purposes in connection with this promotion, of his or her name and/or likeness and/or voice without further compensation where 
permitted. Any traveling companion of a prize winner must be at least ewenty-one (21) years of age and must execute a Liability/Publicity 
Release prior to participation in any trip. 7. WINNER'S LIST: For the names of the JACK DANIELS GREAT AMERICAN TAILGATE 
PARTY SWEEPSTAKES GRAND PRIZE WINNERS, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to P.O. Box 42903, _ 
DEPT. 380\WN6t, Mesa, AZ 85274-2903 after March §, 2003. DO NOT SEND SWEEPSTAKES ENTRIES TO THIS ADDRESS. > 


Your friends at Jack Daniel's remind you to drink responsibly. eA aS 


JACK DANIEL'S, GENTLEMAN JACK, OLD NO.7 and LYNCHBURG LEMONADE 
are registered trademarks © 2002 Jack Dantel’s. Tennessee Whiskey, Alcohol 40-43% by Volume (80-86 Proof). 
Djszilled and Bortled by Jack Daniel's Distillery, Lynchburg, (POP 361), Tennessee, 
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NFL 2002 | RAY LEWIS 


Ed Hartwell, a 2001 fourth-round draft pick 
who impressed coaches with his play on 
special teams last season, or free agent 
Bernardo Harris—but says he'll blitz more, 
perhaps up to 30 times a game. “If anything, 
[ll have more freedom,’ Lewis says. “I’ll be 
able to move around like [the San Diego 
Chargers’ roaming] Junior Seau.” 

An executive for one NFC team sees 
Lewis’s new role as more restricted than 
that. “Ray will have to make his [reads] be- 
fore he starts running people down? he says. 
“He'll be more of a plugger-type linebacker, 
and that really isn’t his game.” 

Lewis will also have to fight through 
more traffic to get to the ball. In the 4-3 in 
recent years Siragusa and Adams teamed 
with ends Burnett and Michael McCrary 
to funnel ballcarriers toward Lewis. Now 
Baltimore is asking the 260-pound 
McCrary to bang with tackles and guards. 
The Ravens are also hoping 285-pound 
nosetackle Kelly Gregg, who appeared in 
eight games last year, can draw double- 
team blocks. Rookie defensive end Tony 
Weaver, a second-round pick out of Notre 
Dame, will have to learn on the fly. 

“[The 3-4] will make Ray a different 


player,’ says Pittsburgh Steelers running 
back Jerome Bettis. “It will change his 
aggressiveness because he’ll have to shed 
more blockers. He’s been used to making 
every play because he didn’t have to worry 
about being touched with those two big 
slugs [Siragusa and Adams] inside. He’s also 
going to blitz and see plays from different 
places. It’s going to take some adjustment.” 


energy and desire, and we still have a lot of 
those qualities around here.” It also has 
something to do with intelligence, and Lewis 
may be the smartest linebacker in football. 

But in 1999 Lewis still had a reckless 
streak that occasionally hurt the team. “Ray 
was trying to do too much,’ says Marvin 
Lewis. “He sometimes feels like he has to 
make every tackle, and he had a habit of 


ee eee 

“HE’LL BE MORE OF A PLUGGER-TYPE 
LINEBACKER,” SAYS ONE NFC EXECUTIVE, 

“AND THAT REALLY ISN’T HIS GAME.” 


Even Nolan has concerns. “Ray is great, 
but those other guys took a lot of pride in 
helping him be great,” he says. “By using 
younger linemen, we may have players more 
concerned with making a play to keep their 
jobs than with keeping people off Ray.” 

Lewis scoffs at the notion that changing 
to the 3-4 will affect his game. “A defense is 
just a format the coaches give you,’ he says. 
“Tt’s up to the players to determine how ef- 
fective it is. That comes down to passion, 


leaving his responsibility and exposing an- 
other part of the defense to a big play. He 
had to learn that he couldn’t play defense 
[simply] by reading the eyes of the quar- 
terback or the ballcarrier.” 

Midway through the season, Ray went to 
Marvin for help, saying he wanted to see the 
game “through the eyes of a coach.” Ray 
started taking better notes in meetings. He 
studied more at night. “You could see his 
evolution,’ says Burnett, now with the 
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Miami Dolphins. “He became better at 
breaking down film, recognizing tendencies 
and understanding how offenses wanted to 
attack him.” The extra work paid off. The 
following season, when Baltimore went 
12-4 and won the championship, Lewis was 
named the league’s Defensive Player of the 
Year and the Super Bowl MVP. 


For great deals on cars, check out eBay Motors. 

Buy and sell with confidence using the eBay Assurance 
Program offering Limited Warranty, Purchase Insurance, 
Vehicle Inspection and Payment Protection. For more 


OBSTACLE COURSE Lewis 
dismisses the notion that in the 
3-4 he will have to fight through 
more traffic to make the tackle. 


By then he had also become a 
coach of sorts. Teammates marvel 
at his ability to predict plays in 
practice and ask him if he’s reading 
cues that nobody else can see. In 
March, Lewis strolled into Nolan’s 
office, stared at the six new schemes 
on a bulletin board and imme- 
diately deciphered them. After re- 
ceiving his playbook, Lewis asked 
to break down the schemes with- 
out any help from coaches. He 
wanted to determine how offenses 
would try to attack them. 

“The game becomes easier 
around your fourth or fifth year, and that’s 
what happened with Ray,’ says Ravens se- 
nior vice president Ozzie Newsome, a Hall of 
Fame tight end with the Browns. “He still 
has the talent, but now he’s even better from 
the neck up. He’s gone from being a foot- 
ball player to being a pro football player.” 

But even Lewis acknowledges that he 
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can't carry Baltimore alone. Team chemistry 
is important, and it won't come easily for a 
squad that has had so much turnover. Also, 
a locker room that was once brimming with 
outspoken personalities, like Burnett, Sira- 
gusa and free safety Rod Woodson, is al- 
most devoid of leaders. Lewis thinks some of 
the younger Ravens are awed by their sur- 
roundings. “You can see it in their eyes 
when Ray makes a speech;’ Thomas says. 
“Tt’s like they’re thinking, That’s really Ray 
Lewis talking to us.” 

Says Lewis, “These guys wouldn’t be 
here if they couldn’t play. They need to 
relax, but also understand our standards. 
They'll learn fast. If you tell young play- 
ers how to do something, they'll play at 
full speed.” 

Lewis is confident that he can help pre- 
vent Baltimore’s predicted demise. He is 
driven by the belief that as long as he’s on 
the field, the Ravens have a chance. “Mak- 
ing plays, chasing people down sideline to 
sideline, leading the team in tackles, all 
that stuff is easy,’ Lewis says. “The only 
thing I care about now is taking this team 
to a high level.” That will be no small 
challenge. o 


ety motors. 


happy hunting” 


©2002 eBay Inc. Designated trademarks and brands are the property of their respective owners. All items subject to availability. 


M Hey Coach, 


THE BROWNS: 
IS AMONG 
NG 


YOU ARE Cleveland Browns coach Butch KEYS To THE EOL EEE THE 
Davis. As you steer your Chevy Tahoe into OFFICE 
the parking lot of the team’s training facility 

at 5:53 a.m. on a dog day of preseason 

camp, you think about how much there is to 


do. When you control all football-related issues for a four-year-old 
expansion franchise that’s hungry to make the playoffs, no day— 
be it in July or January, on the field or in the draft room—is slow. 
Here’s what’s on your mind at the start of what promises to be 
a sweltering day in Berea, Ohio: scripting the morning and after- 
noon practices; asking the groundskeeper why Field 1 looks so 
worn this early in camp; finding out whether your injured play- 
ers will be able to practice; reviewing the video of yesterday’s drills 
before meeting with your coaches; catching up on the news in USA 
Today; meeting with your college scouts to get their blunt assess- B P et er Kin 
ment of the players in camp; being briefed by capologist Lal Vy = 


Heneghan on pressing contract issues; getting your pro scouts’ PHOTOGRAPH BY BOB ROSATO 


NFL 2002 | COACHING POWER 


opinions on possible roster moves; final- 
izing the details for the next day’s trip to 
Rochester, N.Y., for a scrimmage against 
the Buffalo Bills; sitting down with your 
special teams coach to change kickoff- 
return assignments; briefing club president 
Carmen Policy on practice and travel plans; 
rehabbing your aching right knee; ponder- 
ing the merits of redoing wideout Kevin 
Johnson’s contract; taking the pulse of your 


injured, and he is telling the doctor one 
thing (it’s fine) and the trainer another (it 
hurts). You’ve been told that Josiah doesn’t 
know whom to trust. As the clock strikes 
six, you get trainer Mike Colello alone in 
his office and you ask, “Do I need to talk 
to Michael to see if he’ll come clean?” You 
decide to meet with Josiah later in the day. 

Walking to your second-floor office, you 
consider a visitor’s question: Is coaching, 


YOU ARE ALREADY ONE OF THE MOST 
POWERFUL MEN IN THE NFL, AND 
YOU KNOW WHAT IT TAKES TO KEEP 
THAT POWER. WORK. LOTS OF IT. 


IN CONTROL Davis is clearly the man in 
charge but adds, “If | have to be the idea 
guy for everybody, it pisses me off.” 


team in the weight room; chatting up sta- 


dium luxury-seat holders; pondering hungry coaches acting in the best interest of 


whether to bring in oft-injured, free-agent 
defensive end Andre Wadsworth. .. . 

But as you get out of the SUV in the 23rd 
waking minute of your day, it is Michael 
Josiah who is foremost on your mind. He is 
an undrafted rookie pass rusher from 
Louisville who has almost no chance to 
make your team. But his left shoulder is 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


managing a staff, engineering a draft and 
cajoling everyone in a $530 million orga- 
nization through an NFL season too much 
for one man? By taking on one and some- 
times two front-office jobs, are power- 


the organization? “It would be impossible 
for one man to do it by himself} you say. 
“Just like it would be impossible for one 
man to coach a team. But if you surround 
yourself with people who take a lot of the 
work off your hands, people you trust, it’s 
doable. I don’t want to tell the tight end 
coach what to do all the time or check on 


the trainer to see if he’s rehabbing guys 
right. That’s their job. If I have to be the 
idea guy for everybody, it pisses me off.” 

You have served under Jimmy Johnson 
and seen how well he delegated as he 
coached his teams to championships in col- 
lege and the pros. You rebuilt the Universi- 
ty of Miami program to the brink of a na- 
tional title, making all the important 
decisions along the way. You have been paid 
$3 million a year by one of the richest men 
in America, Browns owner and credit-card 
magnate Al Lerner, to rev up a flagging ex- 
pansion team. Last year, your first on the 
job, you took a team that was 5-27 over its 
first two seasons, a team you said “had no 
vision, no blueprint,’ and made it competi- 
tive. For going 7-9 and remaining in the 
wild-card hunt until late December, you 
were rewarded by Lerner and Pol- 
icy. They forced out director of 
football operations Dwight Clark 
and have given you authority to 
make every significant football- 
related decision in the organiza- 
tion. You are already one of the 
most powerful men in the NFL, 
and you know what it takes to 
keep that power. Work. Lots of it. 

It’s 6:20 a.m. You sit at your 
desk with a computer mouse at 
your fingertips. You click on video 
of the two-minute drill from the 
previous day’s practice, and it 
flashes on the big screen across 
the room. You watch franchise 
quarterback Tim Couch try to get 
the offense into the end zone 
against a defense that is the more 
talented of the two units. You are 
pleased by Couch’s accuracy as 
well as the chemistry and timing 
he is developing with speedy sec- 
ond-year wideout Quincy Mor- 
gan. You click on video of other drills. You 
study middle linebacker Earl Holmes, your 
biggest free-agent signing of the off-season, 
and you learn something you didn’t know. 
“He’s got a little more slither to him than 
maybe we thought,’ you say quietly. This is 
why you watch video. 

You scan USA Today. “Can you believe 
Jim Kelly’s taking 1,100 friends to his Hall 
of Fame induction?” you say. “I don’t have 
1,100 friends! Who does?” It’s 7:30 as you 
rise from the chair. “Time to check the 
pulse of the community.” 

You stick your head into tight end coach 
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The more ways you can connect with your customers, the more opportunities 
you have to build effective relationships with them. .NET connected software from Microsoft 
lets you connect with customers on any device, whether it’s a PC, cell phone, handheld, or 
store kiosk. So you can provide higher levels of responsiveness and personalization that bring 
you even closer to each customer. That’s one degree of separation. That’s business with .NET. 
Find out how .NET connected software can help you connect with customers in new ways. 


Go to microsoft.com/enterprise 


Trans World Entertainment Corporation’s FYE brand, a worldwide leader in music and 
video retailing, uses .NET connected software to deliver a personalized entertainment 
experience at every customer touch-point in their 700 stores and at fye.com. As a result, 
they've strengthened customer relationships and further extended the value of their brand. 


© 2002 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. The names 
of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners. 


Steve Hagen’s office and point out a block- 
ing error you've seen two tight ends make 
repeatedly. You gab with wideout coach 
Terry Robiskie about Morgan’s progress. 
You finalize practice plans with coordina- 
tors Bruce Arians (offense) and Foge Fazio 
(defense). You ask secondary coach Chuck 
Pagano what he thinks about playing line- 
backer Dwayne Rudd more in the nickel 


defense. You meet with director of player 
programs Jerry Butler to wrap up plans for 
the NFL’s traveling seminar, which will 
stop at Browns camp next week. You can 
choose up to four issue-focused skits and 
lectures. The biggie among your four is 
“Relationship Difficulties with Spouse and 
Significant Other.” 

You oversee special teams practice for 


| 
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an hour, and then you chat up the players 
in the weight room. The pulse of this part 
of the community is key. You mention 
Conway Twitty, one of your favorites, to a 
couple of your rookies: “You don’t know 
who Conway Twitty was, do you?” And one 
of them replies, “No idea, Coach.” You sidle 
up to Holmes on the leg-press machine, 
and then yell across the room to linebacker 


THE POWERS THAT BE 


_ SI's ranking of the 32 NFL coaches based on the power they wield within their respective organizations 


Mike Shanahan, Broncos Back-to-back Super Bowl wins cemented his authority as supreme commander 

Mike Sherman, Packers Surprised? After G.M. Ron Wolf retired, power shifted to Sherman, who wears it well 

Mike Holmgren, Seahawks Mediocre record (24-24) threatens his status; probably needs a playoff berth to keep control 
Butch Davis, Browns Already has control over all personnel matters, just doesn’t have front-office title 


Bill Belichick, Patriots Solidified power last year when he won Super Bowl after deftly handling Bledsoe-Brady controversy 


Sherman 


Andy Reid, Eagles Best relationship with front office in the league means he can have whatever he wants 
Tom Coughlin, Jaguars Lost some of his clout because of the way he has mismanaged salary cap 


Dan Reeves, Falcons Sign of the times: New owner Arthur Blank forced out defensive coordinator Don Blackmon 
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Jon Gruden, Bucs Ownership didn’t pay Oakland $8 million and four high draft picks for this guy to just coach 

{0. Dave McGinnis, Cardinals His rank says more about the front office, which ownership doesn’t trust 

1. Dave Wannstedt, Dolphins Perfect chemistry with right-hand personnel man Rick Spielman means he gets his way 
Mike Martz, Rams Makes every personnel call in season and out, sometimes abrasively 

{3. Dick Vermeil, Chiefs Club president Carl Peterson is strong, but old friend Vermeil still gets what he wants 

. Bill Cowher, Steelers Won power struggle in late '99; overruled only on re-signing LB Earl Holmes this year 


| 15, Jeff Fisher, Titans In personnel matters, no G.M. trusts his coach more than Floyd Reese trusts Fisher 
. Jim Haslett, Saints Following ouster of friend and G.M. Randy Mueller, he got increased authority and a new contract 
. Herman Edwards, Jets Doesn't crave control, but still has a strong say in all personnel matters 


Mike Tice, Vikings Still feeling his way, but ownership handed this rookie almost as much control as Dennis Green had 


. Jim Fassel, Giants Same old-line structure remains in place, but no big decision is made without his input 

. Dick LeBeau, Bengals Ownership loves the judgment of this surprisingly strong voice in '5Os-style front office 

. Brian Billick, Ravens Don't let the power of Ozzie Newsome fool you; Billick has a major say 

. Marty Schottenheimer, Chargers Strong front office takes his valuable advice, but his job is to coach 

. Dick Jauron, Bears Quietly won early power struggles with rookie G.M, Jerry Angelo—and earned a new contract 


. John Fox, Panthers Hired to coach, but he had decisive say on taking DE Julius Peppers with second pick in draft 


. Steve Spurrier, Redskins Says he only wants to coach but has as much power as he chooses to exercise 

. Steve Mariucci, 49ers Suffered loss of favor after flirtation with Bucs and rise of G.M. Terry Donahue 

. Dom Capers, Texans G.M. Charley Casserly respects his judgment, but Casserly picks the players 

. Gregg Williams, Bills Trusted implicitly, but ownership will never change its separate G.M. and coach structure 

. Bill Callahan, Raiders What did you expect when you have a rookie coach working for Al Davis? Just coach, baby 
. Marty Mornhinweg, Lions Has team president Matt Millen’s ear, but Millen still makes every call 

. Tony Dungy, Colts No other front-office executive wields more power than Indianapolis president Bill Polian 


. Dave Campo, Cowboys |n the post-Jimmy Johnson era, owner Jerry Jones runs the show and the coach coaches 
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Linkin Park: 


membership 


Puddle Of Mudd: John Mayer: O Brother, Where Art Jennifer Lopez: Ludacris: 
Come Clean Hybrid Theory Room For Squares Thou?/Sdtrk. J To Tha L-O!— Word Of Mout 
(Flawless/Getfen) One Step Closer, more. (Columbia) (Mercury) The Remixes (Det Jam) 

41188 (Warner Bros.) 38183 41854 36998 (Epic) G3 42520 @ 42160 
Pink: Can't Take Me Home There You Brad Paisley: Part Il *NSYNC: Celebrity Usher: 8701 (Arista) 41177 Britney Spears: Britney 
Go, Most Girls, etc, (LaFace) 33260 (Arista Nashville) 40247 (Jive) 40992 The Best Of Billie Holiday: Lady Day With Overprotected, more. (Jive) 41562 
Amy Grant: Legacy—Hymns & Faith Sting: Brand New Day The Phantom Of The Opera (HighlightsV 36 songs. (Cotumbia/Legacy) * 41892 Diana Ross: All The Great Hits 
(A&M) 44142 Grammy* winner! (A&M) 31425 Cast Recording (Polydor/A&M) 11839 Frank Sinatra: Classic Sinatra 1953- (Motown) 36586 
Van Morrison: Moondance Bob Dylan: Blood On The Tracks Coal Chamber: Dark Days 1960 (Capitol) 32961 “NSYNC: No Strings Attached 
(Warner Bros.) 64585 (Columbia) (Roadrunner) ao 43303 Kenny Chesney: Greatest Hits This | Promise You, more. (Jive) 33331 
James Taylor: Greatest Hits Lorrie Morgan: Country Legends Ali: Heavy Starch (Universal)GZ3 43307 Don't Happen Twice, more. (BNA) 36560 Lynyrd Skynyrd: All-Time Greatest 
(Reprise) 23790 (RCA Nashville/BMG Heritage) _43218 = Journey: Greatest Hits (Columbia) 05196 Ray Charles: The Best Of The Atlantic Hits Remastered. (MCA) 33339 
Loretta Lynn: All Time Greatest Hits Shirley Bassey: Greatest Hits Whitney Houston: The Greatest Hits Years (Rhino) 05755 Mariah Carey: Greatest Hits 28 greatest 
(MCA Nashville) 44420 (Capitol) . 38439 4 new songs, #1 hits, remixes. Will Downing: Sensual Journey hits on 2 CDs! (Columbia) * 42364 
Tony Bennett: 16 Most Requested Nat King Cole: The King Swings (Arista) a * 34819 (GRP) 43377 The Essential Johnny Cash 
Songs (Columbia/Legacy) 10447 (Capitol) 38440 Radiohead: Kid A (Capitol) 36535 AC/DC: Back In Black (Atco)G23 05828 (Legacy) * 42431 
RL:RL:Ements (J Records) _ 43165 he Temptations: The Ultimate | WOW Hits 2002 (Sparrow) _* 41772 —_Ya:The Joshua Tree (island) 53501 Destiny's Child: Survivor 
Jennifer Lopez: On The 6 (Work) 30987 Meat Loaf: Bat Out Of Hell The Best Of Simon & Garfunkel Bob Marley: Legend (island) 53521 (Columbia) 40297 
Tonéx: 02 (Verity) 44649 (Legacy) 39542 (Columbia) 32834 Barry White: All-Time Greatest Hits Montgomery Gentry: Carrying On 
2Pac: Greatest Hits (nierscope) CIN% 26422 Tom Petty & The Heartbreakers: eos Oc Fowat Vieenh acne Sere 05866 © (Columbia) 40301 
Michael Bolton: Only A Woman Like Greatest Hits (MCA) 02390 - - ut The Essential Neil Diamond The Very Best Of Yanni 
You (Jive) 43185 Jaheim: Ghetto Love pe vi Waiting For patie (Columbia) * 42159 (Private Music) 36611 

4 (Warner Bros.) 38689 (Warner Bros.) Phil Collins: Hits /n The Air Tonight, 


Dido: No Angel Thank You, Here With 
Me, more. (Arista) 31212 


Christina Aguilera Come On Over, 


more, (RCA) 31228 
Travis Tritt: Down The Road | Go 
(Columbia) 38056 


The Best Of Santana, Vol. 2 (Legacy) 38103 


The Essential Miles Davis 
(Columbia/Legacy) * 40308 


Intocable: Suefios (EMI Latin) 43206 
3LW No More (Baby I'ma Do Right), 


more. (Epic) 38225 
O-Town With All Or Nothing, more. 
(J Records) 38234 


(Flip/Elektra) 


(Columbia) 
Kid Rock: 


(Lava) 


(Geffen) 


(RCA) 


(Giant) 


P.O.D.: Satellite 
Youth Of The Nation, more. (Atlantic) 


Ozzy Osbourne: DownTo Earth (Epic) 
Incubus: Morning View (lmmortaVEpic) 


Godsmack: Awake (Republic) 
Hoobastank (Island) 
Limp Bizkit: New Old Songs (Interscope) 


Trik Turner (RCA) 
Box Car Racer (MCA) 


Staind: Dysfunction 


Train: Drops Of Jupiter 


Devil Without A Cause 


Weezer (The Green Album) 


The Calling: Camino Palmero 
own: Wherever You Will Go, more. 


+799 Disturbed: The Sickness 


Finding Forrester/Sdtrk. (Legacy) 38704 
Trick Pony (Warner Bros.) 38873 
Sublime: Greatest Hits 
(MCA) 

Ginuwine: The Lite 
(Epic) — 
Bruce Springsteen: 
Born To Run 
(Columbia) 


Ricky Martin: La Historia 
(Sony Latin) 38989 


Pete Townshend: Empty 
Glass (Atlantic) 11793 
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Faith Hill: Breathe There Will Come A 
Day, The Way You Love Me, more 
(Warner Bros.) : 32897 
The Essential Billy Joel Two CDs, 36 hit 
songs. (Columbia) * 41888 
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BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST-CLASS MAIL 


PERMIT NO. 5071 


No Doubt: Tragic Kingdom (Trauma) 13049 
Dave Matthews Band: Under The Table 
And Dreaming (RCA) 05998 


Brooks & Dunn: Steers & Stripes 


(Arista Nashville) 40051 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


BMG MUSIC SERVICE 
PO BOX 91001 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46209-9637 


INDIANAPOLIS IN 


many more (Atlantic) 26695 


Sara Evans: Born To Fly / Could Not Ask 
For More, etc. (RCA Nashville) 36612 


Dirty Dancing/Sdirk. (RCA) 82522 


NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


ees ee 


Moulin Rouge/Sdtrk. (Interscope) 40519 
Sum 41: All Killer No Filler (Island) 40525 
Rush: Exit...Stage Left (Mercury) 20110 
Britney Spears: ...Baby One More Time 


Smash debut. (Jive) 26932 
Matchbox Twenty: Yourself Or 
Someone Like You (Atlantic) 16207 
No Doubt: Return Of Saturn 
Ex-Girlfriend, etc. (Trauma) 33790 
WOW Gospel 2002 (Verity) * 42765 


CeCe Winans (Wellspring Gospel) 40692 


Chris Cagle; Play It Loud 
(Capitol Nashville) 40723 


Lonestar; I'm Already There (BNA) 40731 


The Most Relaxing Classical Album In 
The World...Ever! Bach, Mozart, 
Beethoven, more. (EMI Classics) * 22494 


The Ultimate Relaxation Album 
Bach, Mozart, others. (Decca) 


Motown—The Classic Years 
(Motown) * 36325 


Down From The Mountain/Sdtrk. 
(Lost Highway) 40996 


The Very Best Of John Coltrane 
(Impulse) 4104: 


ABBA: Gold—Greatest Hits 
(Polydor) 20679 


Mercyme: Almost There (INO) 41169 


Carolyn Dawn Johnson: Room With A 
View (Arista Nashville) 41178 


Sparklehorse: It's A Wonderful Life 


40786 


(Capitol) 41186 
Aaron Carter: Oh Aaron (Jive) 41198 
Adema (Arista) Gy 41258 


The #1 Classical Album Great introduc- 


Harry Connick, Jr.: Songs | Mah 
(Columbia) 


Angle Stone: Mahogany Soul 
(J Records) 41555 


Backstreet Boys: The Hits—Chapter 
One 13 hit songs! (Jive) 41556 


Charlotte Church: Enchantment Arias 


& Broadway tunes. (Columbia) 41588 
Fleetwood Mac: Greatest Hits 
(Warner Bros.) 00796 


3 Doors Down: The Better Life 
Kryptonite, Loser, more. (Universal) 34858 


Bob Dylan: Love And Theft 


(Columbia) 41701 
Fabolous: Ghetto Fabolous 
(Elektra) EY 41704 


Eminem: The Slim Shady LP 
My Name Is, more. (Aftermath) E23 28121 


Britney Spears: Oops!...! Did It Again 


Stronger, plus more hits. (Jive) 34934 
Gary Allan: Alright Guy 
(MCA Nashville) 41755 


Reba McEntire: Greatest Hits, Volume Ill 


(MCA Nashville) 41760 
Clint Black: Greatest Hits I! 

(RCA Nashville) 41768 
Godsmack Voodoo, Keep Away, 
Whatever, more. (Republic) 28170 
DMX: The Great Depression 

(Def Jam) GY 41797 


Barenaked Ladies: Disc One— 

All Their Greatest Hits (1991-2001) 
(Reprise) 41829 
The Very Best Of Rod Stewart 

(Warner Bros.) 41838 


Sarah Brightman: Classics Best-of 
41841 


mia 


‘ Ja Rule: 
Pain Is Love 
(Murdey inc;) 
G3 41764 


Outkast (Arista) G3 42358 


Limp Bizkit: Three Dollar Bill, Y'All 
Faith, more. (Flip/interscope) GY 21463 


Tenacious D (Epic) CZY 41897 


John Mellencamp: Cuttin’ Heads 
Peaceful World, more. (Columbia) 41909 


Michael Jackson: Thriller (Epic) 41913 
Collin Raye: Can't Back Down (Epic) 41918 


Bedtime With The Beatles— 
instrumental Versions Of Classic 
Beatles Songs (Sony Wonder) 41936 


Third Day: Come Together (Essential) 41949 


George Strait: The Road Less Traveled 
(MCA Nashville) 41953 


Shirley Caesar: Hymns (Myrrh) 41999 


Nelly: Country Grammar 
(Universal) GY 35253 


Totally Hits 2001 18 hits by Dido, Uncle 
Kracker, ete. (Arista) 42071 


Smash Mouth w/ I'm A Believer from the 
film “Shrek.” (Interscope) 42155 


Jimmy Buffett: Songs You Know By 
Heart—Greatest Hit(s) (MCA) 42157 


The Doors: Greatest Hits Remastered, 
enhanced CD! (Elektra) 16366 


Yolanda Adams: Believe (Elektra) 42161 
Mystikal; Tarantula (Jive) G23 42172 


Nine Inch Nails: Live—And All That 
Could Have Been (Nothing) GY 42181 


Fat Joe: Jealous Ones Still Emy 
42201 


(J.0.S.E.) (Atlantic) 
Nas: Stillmatic (Columbia) GY 42209 


Cypress Hill; Stoned Raiders 


“ane eer ene 
Outkast: Big Bol & Dre Present... 


Chris Isaak: Always Got Tonight 
(Reprise) 42413 


Shaggy: Hot Shot Ultramix (MCA) 42338 
Ozzy Osbourne: Blizzard Of Ozz 


(Epic) 21915 
Jay-Z: MTV Unplugged 
(Roc-A-Fella) 42377 


Creedence Clearwater Revival: Chronicle— 
20 Greatest Hits (Fantasy) 01520 


Merle Haggard: 20 Greatest Hits 
(Capitol Nashville) 42401 


John Michael Montgomery: Love 
Songs (Warner Bros.) 424! 


Celine Dion: Let’s Talk About Love 
My Heart Wil! Go On (550 Music) 22036 


Kasey Chambers: Barricades And 


Brickwalis (Warner Bros.) 42490 
Grateful Dead: Live/Dead 
(Warmer Bros.) 01637 


Nappy Roots: Watermelon, Chicken & 
Gritz (Atlantic) GY 42501 


Dream Theater: Six Degrees Of Inner 
Turbulence (Elektra) * 42518 


Sade: Lovers Live (Epic) 42524 
Santana: Supernatural 

Grammy* winner! (Arista) 28911 
Witness U.K.: Under A Sun 

(MCA) - 42537 
Daniel Rodriguez: The Spirit Of 
America (Manhattan) 42538 


The Very Best Of Otis Redding 
(Rhino) 08756 


Muddy Waters: Hard Again (Blue Sky} 22396 
Nirvana: Nevermind (Geffen) 15600 
Moby: Play (V2) 36041 
Willie Dixon: | Am The Blues (Legacy) 22424 


Avant: Ecstasy (MCA) 42855 
Totally Dance (Arista) 42912 
The Best Of Busta Rhymes 

(Rhino) TY 42914 
The Very Best Of Deee-Lite (Rhino) 42916 
Soulive: Next (Blue Note) 42945 
Derek & The Dominos: Layla 

(Original Mix) (Polydor) 15710 
Goldfinger: Open Your Eyes 

(Mojo Records (Zomba)) EY 43686 


Latin Mix USA, Vol.3 (Sony Discos) 42961 


Etta James; Burnin’ Down The 
House—Live At The House Of Blues 


(Private Music) 43690 
Neil Young: Harvest (Reprise) 08955 
Madonna: Music 

(Maverick/Wamer Bros.) 36930 


Stevie Ray Vaughan; Greatest Hits = 
The Real Deal (Epic) 30179 


The Who: Who Are You (MCA) 16584 


Eagles: Greatest Hits 1971-1975 
(Asylum) 23481 


Elton John: Greatest Hits (Polydor) pel 
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12 months, 


album with 7 new cuts. (Angel) 


tory collection. (Decca) * 43532 Lee Ann Womack: | Hope You Dance (Columbia) 42207 
Shakira: MTV Unplugged Ashes By Now. (MCA Nashville) 35066 Mobb Deep: Infamy 

(Sony Discos) 34595 Every Great Motown Hit Of Marvin (Loud/Columbia) GY 42216 
Martina McBride: Greatest Hits Gaye (Motown) 35068 Lil’ Bow Wow: Doggy Bag 

(RCA Nashville) 41438 Luis Miguel: Mis Romances (So So Def/Columbia) 42233 
Vicente Fernandez: Mas con el (WEA Latina) 41881 Barry Manilow: Ultimate Manilow 
Numero Uno (Sony Discos) 41464 The Best Of Enya: Paint The Sky With (Arista) 42307 
Michael W, Smith: Worship Stars (Reprise) 21453 The Best Of Broadway (Angel) 42306 
(Reunion) 41475 Eminem: The Marshall Mathers LP Jimi Hendrix: Band Of Gypsys 

Boney James: Ride (Warmer Bros.) 41696 (Aftermath) G3 35081 (Capitol) 6285 
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That’s 12 CDs for Gente 
A shipping and handling charge will be — to each allen 
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I'd like to join BMG Music Service. Please send my 6 FREE selections now. | will then buy 1 selection at the 
regular Club price within a year, and choose 5 more selections FREE. That’s 12 for the price of 1, with nothing 
more to buy, ever! A shipping and handling charge will be added to each selection. 


RUSH me these 6 hits now 
(indicate by number): 


2.00 se cen 52 seis 


CHODSE 
FRUM OVER 


12,000 
TITLES! 


) De FNS PLEASE PRINT ist Name 


n 


Initial 


P Ja Rule, oy. 


I've checked the one music category | like best (but | can change my mind ot any time). 


RE Jogged Edge, ran Mcigh 


ROCK Linkin Pork, Matchbox Fenty 


1 ROCK Third Day, d Tok 


LATIN Joon Gli, Shokira 


Last Name 


Stote 


Phone Area Code 


(5) E-mail Address: example: jdoe@bmg.com 


We reserve the right to request additional information, reject an 
membership. Local taxes, if any, will be added, Late charges will be a ted 


application or any 
to past-due bills, 


| MJYAZ | 


Offer available in continental USA and under special arrangement in Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto ys gag 


Rico, U.S.V.., APO and FPO. 


lg 


A Gr |. Enjoy terrific savings, free music and more! You'll 
start with 6 FREE CDs now, and pick the rest later from over 12,000 | 
titles. You'll get a total of 12 for the price of 1—and no more com- | 


mitments, ever! A shipping and handling charge will be added to 
each wein, 


10-Day, Risk-Free Listening, When you receive your FREE selec- 

tions, preview them and examine the terms of Club membership for | 

10 days. If you're not completely satisfied for any reason, return your | 
| 


free eee at glia aed fe's no further obligation. 


s Of Selections. As a new member, about once a month 
along wath 2 pho issues (14 times a year), you'll receive a BMG 
Music Service magazine! There ech get to choose from thousands 
of selections—everything from c hits fo the hottest superstars— 
along with music news and recommendations from our editors. 


The Choi ays Yours. In your exclusive Club magazine, you’ 
always find a Featured Selection just for you. If you want it, don't 0 
a thing; you'll receive it automatically, If you don't want it, return the 
Music Selection Card by the date specified. You'll always have 10 
days to decide, If you have less time and receive an unwanted 
Featured Selection, return it at our expense and we will credit your 
account. You may cancel pu membership at any time, once you've 
purchased your one reguiar-Club-price selection ($14.98 and up). 


ar. Start saving with our outstanding introductory | 
offer; keep saving the longer you're a member with discounts up to | 
70%, clearance CDs as low as $2.99, and the chance to get even | 
bs 9 selections. At BMG Music Service you'll always get the | 
value, 


Card Missing? Please write to: ii pes Service, 


Po Bor ara! indianapolis, IN 46291-000: PAN 
Ms 843 es 


EZ Porental Advisory—Contains explicit 
| 


Thousar 


‘Sav el 10, y, Save L 


lyrics and/or artwork. 
+ 2.0 set (counts as 2 selections). 
Reh 8 ii iE 


Trodemarks used in this advertisersent are the 
aioe kaderech ener, ©7002 Selle 


ROBERT BECK (SHANAHAN); HANK YOUNG 


Jamir Miller, the defensive leader, “Hey, 
Jamir! Earl wants to know if he can take 
the afternoon off.” 

“Nawwww, Coach!” Holmes says. 

“Forget it!” Miller yells back. 

“Why'd you do me like that, Coach?” 
Holmes asks with a smile. You smile back. 

Colello motions you into the trainer’s of- 
fice. Josiah is waiting inside, but instead of 
talking directly to the young lineman, which 
might embarrass him, you talk to Colello in 
front of Josiah. You say to Colello that Josi- 
ah may be hesitant to tell club officials about 
injuries because his former coaches perhaps 
didn’t believe him when he said he was hurt. 
But now, you say, Josiah has to be comfort- 
able with the idea that if he can’t play for a 
week or two because he has to heal, it’s O.K. 
“You've got to trust us,’ you say, finally turn- 
ing to face Josiah. “O.K., Michael?” 

“Yes, sir; Josiah says. 

Josiah leaves. “He thinks we’re going to 
throw him on the woodpile,” you say to 
Colello. “Let’s get him well.” 

It’s 11:10. Back in the office, you summon 
special teams coordinator Jerry Rosburg to 
examine video from this morning’s prac- 
tice. You watch the punt team and notice 
that the splits between linemen are too 
small. “They’re packed pretty tight in there? 
you say. “What do you think about widen- 
ing them out?” Rosburg agrees. “Jerry; you 


IT’S DEBATABLE 


say, wrapping up the 35-minute session, 
“we got a little better this morning.” 

It’s 11:50. You’re starving. The stir-fry 
and brown rice and salad beckon from the 
cafeteria downstairs. The visitor asks you 
about the minutiae of the morning, such 
as adjusting the splits between the line- 
men. “First of all? you say, “coaching is 
teaching. The best coaches I’ve ever seen 
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Football League. He wants to know who 
among the players you might cut could be of 
use to him. You give him a few names to 
watch for. Then it’s time for the mail. A U.S. 
soldier stationed in Afghanistan has writ- 
ten to ask for Browns videos. “Send him a 
highlight tape,’ you tell your secretary. 
You convene the 12:30 coaches’ meet- 
ing in the conference room down the hall. 


“THE BEST COACHES I’VE SEEN WERE 
THE BEST TEACHERS. | GUARANTEE YOU 
LOSE MORE GAMES BECAUSE OF THE 
LITTLE THINGS THAN THE BIG THINGS.” 


were the best teachers. I guarantee you lose 
more games in this league because of the 
little things than the big things.” 

It’s 12:15. You quickly try to return the six 
phone calls deemed important enough for 
you to handle. (Other calls are farmed out 
to your right-hand man, Pete Garcia, who 
deals with everything of importance that 
you don’t have the time to.) You call Bob 
Ackles, a front-office executive when you 
both worked for the Dallas Cowboys a 
decade ago, who’s now the president of the 
British Columbia Lions of the Canadian 


| an 
£N 
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BRONCOS COACH MIKE SHANAHAN 
“After my first time as a coach, in Oak- 
land, I decided that unless I could con- 
trol my own destiny, Pd rather be an 
assistant or a coordinator. I know peo- 
ple think that it’s a huge job to have 
the control. They think when the coach 
has the final say on everything, it’s, 
‘T’m calling all the shots’ It’s just the 
opposite in Denver. I value the input 
of every coach, scout and front-office 
guy, or they wouldn’t be here. That’s 
the key—having people around who 
you really trust. When the season 


starts, ’m not involved with the cap or contracts. We’ve got qual- 
ified people to handle the cap and contracts as well as pro and 
college personnel. When we prepare for the draft, every coach 
and scout is looking at tape. It must work. Three years after we got 
here, we won a Super Bowl, and then we won another one” 


“Buddy,” you ask strength and conditioning 
coach Buddy Morris, “are the guys getting 
enough recovery time?” They are. “Larry,” 
you ask offensive line coach Larry Zierlein, 
“any merit in juggling the second- and 
third-team guys?” There is. Rookie Melvin 
Fowler, a third-round draft pick out of 
Maryland, will get a second-team look. 

It’s 12:52. Time for the cap meeting, at 
Heneghan’s conference table. “What are 
our options with Michael Josiah, if we have 
to do something?” you ask. 

“Well,” Heneghan says, “his shoulder’s 


Making the case for and against a coach having 
final say on all football-related matters 


CHIEFS PRESIDENT CARL PETERSON 
“A coach overburdens himself when 
he says, ‘I’ve got to have all the power? 
When I look at my coach, I always 
want to know what he’s done to make 
us a better football team on the field 
today. I don’t know how he can do 
that if he has to oversee the salary cap, 
all personnel matters, the draft and 
everything that has anything to do 
with football off the field. A coach 
needs to keep his finger on the pulse 
of offense, defense, special teams and 
discipline. That should be his forte. 


Over the course of an average day during the season, I get a total 
of probably 500 e-mails, faxes, memos, communications from 
the league, phone messages. They all have something to do with 
the team. If a coach had my job, how’s he going to keep all of 
that straight and still coach the team?” 
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come out? A few times? And he hasn’t told 
us? Contractually we have the right to re- 
lease him [and not pay him] for withhold- 
ing injury information. Or we could put 
him on IR. Or do an injury settlement.” 

“Let’s think about it?’ you say. “What’s 
fairest for him? What’s the best thing for 
the club? Surgery? Settle with him? We’ve 
got to figure everything out. How much 
money have we set aside for IR this year?” 

“That budget’s in pencil,” Heneghan 
says, and you both laugh. 

It’s 1:05. There’s a meeting for the 
Rochester trip in the office of Bill Hamp- 
ton, the club’s vice president of operations. 
“How're we waking those guys up in the 
morning?” you ask. “Bam-bam-bam on the 
door?” Interns will do just that. 

It’s 1:20. You have 70 minutes with di- 
rector of college personnel Phil Neri and 
his six scouts. You have told them you want 
their true evaluations of the players in 
camp, not what they think you want to 
hear. Each scout has been watching his as- 
signed position group for 10 practices, and 
now each will report in painstaking detail 
the players’ strengths and weaknesses. One 
scout says the offense will be O.K. with the 


M R Believing 
no detail is too small, Davis 
talks to his staff about 
aspects such as linemen’s 
positioning on special teams. 


starters at guard and tackle, 
but after that, “I don’t like 
any of the other guys we 
have. Sorry, Coach.” 

“O.K.,” you say, looking 
grim. “Then can we petition 
the league to play eight-man 
football?” 

Others jump in. “I don’t 
think we have an H-back,.” 
another scout says. 

“[Tight end] Rickey Dudley’s a gifted 
athlete, but he plays disinterested? anoth- 
er says. “I don’t think he enjoys the game.” 

“[Leading receiver] Kevin Johnson will 
be passed by [rookie] Andre’ Davis this 
year,’ another says. 

“T don’t know why you’re not starting 
Anthony Henry at corner—prototype cor- 
ner, great instincts,’ another says. 

You take it all in, and you thank the 
scouts for their honesty. 


Starting at 2:45, you run a two-hour prac- 
tice. You move from position group to posi- 
tion group, teaching a little and observing a 
lot. It is such a good practice that, at the end, 
you tell the 85 players, “You know, it’s easy 
to play on game day. Everybody gets up for 
game day. But you know what’s tough? Com- 
ing out here, day after day, practicing twice 
a day in this heat, and practicing full speed. 
You know who does that? Winners. Winners 
do that! You’re practicing like you want to 
go someplace big. Because you're doing that 


Ever ask yourself, 
“Where in the world am 
| going to find a solution 
for this excess inventory?" 


Olvsoy 808 


Ed Mooney, 42 
“Bergenfield, NJ 


® Pursuing College 
Degree at Night 


e Basketball Coach 


e Volunteer at 
Rehab Center 


¢ Borough Inspector 
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EAL is th 
simple solution. 


We solve your inventory problems and turn 
your tax-deductible donations 
into scholarships. 
We distribute your donated inventory to 
colleges and universities to help 
financially needy students. 


AS 


Educational Assistance Ltd. 


Contact Educational Assistance Ltd at: 
630-690-0010 or visit our website 
www.ealworks.org 
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Making the Most of Every Day 


VIVARIN 


Safe, effective, functional caffeine to help 
keep you mentally alert and focused. 
It’s just like having coffee or soda. 


www.vivarin.com 


for me, I’m going to do something for you. 
We're going to have a quick meeting right 
after this, and then you're off tonight. Cur- 
few’s 11. You’re free till then.” 

You walk briskly toward the bleachers 
by the practice field and greet the luxury- 
seat holders, who are waiting for you. 


ceivers over their first three years. The scouts 
produce eight pages of stats and notes that 
you will look over later. (On Aug. 17, John- 
son signed a four-year extension.) 

Next you pore over the NFL’s daily re- 
port on player transactions and free-agent 
workouts, a two-page list sent to all clubs at 


“IT IS NOT EGO THAT MAKES ME WANT TO 
DO THIS,” SAYS DAVIS, A SECOND-YEAR 
NFL HEAD COACH. “IT’S CONFIDENCE IN 
THE SYSTEM | WAS BROUGHT UP IN.” 


“Every day when these players come out 
of the locker room, they see 2,500 
Browns fans cheering for them. It is leg- 
endary that the Browns have the best 
fans in the NFL, and we’re so lucky to 
see it every day.” 

It’s 6:45, time for the meeting with pro 
personnel coordinators Steve Sabo and Je- 
remy Green. A contract extension for John- 
son is under consideration, so you had asked 
them to compare Johnson with other top re- 


www.nabiscoworld.com 
© 2002 KF Holdings 


5 p.m. “Anybody see anyone who might 
help us?” you ask. 

“Kenny Wright, possibly,’ Green says of 
the marginal cornerback released by the 
Minnesota Vikings. “I know him pretty 
well. I’m not in love with him, but he might 
be worth working out. A couple of years 
ago I'd have said, ‘Get him} because he’d 
have been better than anyone we had. Not 
now. I like our chemistry.” 

“Let’s think about him,’ you say. “Now 


NFL 2002 | COACHING POWER 


what about Andre Wadsworth? I'd like to 
see him. What about working him out?” 

“Not ready, Coach,’ says Sabo of the for- 
mer first-round draft pick who has been 
plagued by knee injuries since coming into 
the league in 1998. “He'll let us know when 
he’s healthy enough” 

It’s 7:45, and dusk is setting in. You have 
dismissed the players, and most of the coach- 
es, also recipients of a night off, are gone. The 
building is quiet as you walk back into your 
office. After a 14-hour day, you do not look 
tired. You are a football CEO. You have sur- 
rounded yourself with competent people 
who do the preliminary work. You use their 
information to make the important decisions. 

“Tt is not ego that makes me want to do 
this.” you say. “It’s confidence in the sys- 
tem that I was brought up in. With the 
people I work with, I can spend 75 to 80 
percent of my time on football, on coach- 
ing. I never have to be a micromanager. I 
just have to be the one who ultimately 
pulls the trigger.” Qo 


Check out Peter King’s Monday Morning 
Quarterback every week this season at 
cnnsi.com/football. 


A big, bad 


snack. For your 


big, bad self. 


Not for Nibblers. 
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St. Louis Rams 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
New England Patriots 
San Francisco 49ers 
Green Bay Packers 
Chicago Bears 
Philadelphia Eagles 
Miami Dolphins 
Tennessee Titans 
Oakland Raiders 
Indianapolis Colts 
New York Jets 
Denver Broncos 
Dallas Cowboys 
Buffalo Bills 

New York Giants 
Washington Redskins 
Atlanta Falcons 
Seattle Seahawks 
Cleveland Browns 
Minnesota Vikings 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Jacksonville Jaguars 
New Orleans Saints 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Arizona Cardinals 
Detroit Lions 
Baltimore Ravens 
San Diego Chargers 
Houston Texans 
Carolina Panthers 
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PLAYER VALUE RANKINGS (PVR) 


We ranked the NFL's offensive backs, receivers, kickers and return men 
from | (the best) to 500, based on our projections of their statistical 
production this season, The categories considered were scoring (touch- 
downs, field goals, extra points), long scoring plays (25 yards or more), 
big-game potential (300 yards passing or 100 yards rushing or receiv- 
ing) and passing efficiency. We also took into account each player's 
career Statistics as well as his role on his team, his prospects for im- 
proving or declining, his injury history and his physical condition. Using 
these criteria, we determined each player's value ranking, or PVR, 
which appears next to his name in his team’s projected lineup. 


Projected lineups and Player Value Rankings compiled by David Sabino 


CHNSLcom For the complete list of PVRs by position, go to 
cennsi.com/fantasy. For NFL scores, team pages, rosters and individual 
and team statistics, plus the latest news and analysis from Peter King 
and Dr. Z, go to cnnsi.com/football. 
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HIGH MARKS Running back 
Amos Zereoue will help put the 
Steelers over the top in the AFC. 
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Despite losing a defensive stalwart, Philly expects nothing less than a Super Bowl visit 


CORNERBACK Troy Vin- 
cent was signing autographs 
after a training-camp ses- 
sion last month when a fan 
asked, “We've got the Super 
Bowl this year, right Troy?” Vincent re- 
sponded by saying the team was going to 
try to get better every week. “Come on, 
Troy!” the fan barked. “That’s the politi- 
cally correct answer! Super Bowl, right?” 

A few days later the first-unit offense went 
against the first-unit defense in a series of 
seven-on-seven plays in front of about 1,500 
spectators. On the initial snap wideout Fred- 
die Mitchell cut to the sideline then raced 
upfield; quarterback Donovan McNabb 
thought Mitchell was running a quick out, 
and his throw bounced out-of-bounds, 
nowhere near Mitchell. The fans booed, and 
one yelled, “Get your act together!” 

Welcome to a season of great expecta- 
tions, Eagles. The Rams? A bunch of 
lambs. The Packers? Brett Favre’s an old 
stiff. The 49ers? They’re West Coast sissies. 
“Our fans don’t understand how things 
have changed for us,’ says Vincent. “Now 
we're the team opponents look to on the 
schedule as a big game. The bull’s-eye will 
be on us, and that’s a big change.” 

Last season the Eagles finished 11-5 to 
win the NFC East. No young quarterback 


NEW TWIST 


> Last year the Eagles couldn't 
play much man-to-man on passing 
downs because they lacked depth 

in the secondary. But with first-and 
second-round corners Lito Sheppard 
and Sheldon Brown likely to play in 
dime situations, expect the D to be 
voracious. “More corners who can 
play,” says coach Andy Reid, “means 
you be more aggressive blitzers.” 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


progressed toward stardom as quickly as 
the 25-year-old McNabb. Then, after rout- 
ing the Bucs (31-9) and the Bears (33-19) 
in the first two rounds of the playoffs, the 
Eagles had the heavily favored Rams on 
the ropes in the NFC title game. McNabb, 
however, threw an interception in the final 
minute and St. Louis held on to win 29-24. 

But a funny thing happened on the way 
to improvement. In the off-season the Ea- 
gles lost star middle linebacker Jeremiah 
Trotter, who was released after a contentious 


contract negotiation with coach Andy Reid. 
That loss might be crippling if 275-pound 
Levon Kirkland or unproven four-year vet 
Barry Gardner fail to be adequate replace- 
ments. Other than adding three defensive 
backs in the draft, the Eagles stood pat in 
the off-season while other Super Bowl con- 
tenders made significant moves. 

Philly’s top draft pick, 5' 10", 194-pound 


The Eagles like Mitchell (84), but at 
the IIth hour they picked up Freeman. 


SJOVWI ALL39/MOH AUUVH 


defensive back Lito Sheppard of Florida, 
was surprisingly physical in camp and 
will push for playing time at corner on 
passing downs, as will second-round se- 
lection Sheldon Brown (South Carolina). 
But cornerback wasn’t the Eagles’ biggest 
need—Philly could have used another 
playmaker on offense and a middle line- 
backer. Scatback Brian Westbrook, who 
was a third-round draft pick, is penciled 
in to fill the former role. The Eagles 
still have some flexi- 
bility to make roster 
moves because of how 
well they've managed 
the salary cap—at 
week’s end they were 
$6 million under the $71.1 million cap. 

“T don’t think you need big-time names,’ 
says McNabb, the only quarterback last 
year to throw for more than 3,000 yards 
(3,233), run for more than 400 yards (482) 
and have better than a plus-10 touchdown- 
to-interception ratio (25 to 12). “You need 
to work as a unit. I just need to develop 
more chemistry with my receivers.” 

Says Reid, “We were so close last year. 
After we played the Rams in the champi- 
onship game, I thought the game was a 
toss-up. We’re in striking range, even with- 
out making a big splash.” 

Philadelphia’s veterans have faith in Reid, 
even if they don’t agree with all his deci- 
sions. They go along with him when he says 
the club will be better off with a young and 
improving receiver such as Mitchell, 24, 
rather than going after a high-priced free 
agent like McCardell. (On Saturday, how- 
ever, the Eagles signed former Packers 
wideout Antonio Freeman to a one-year 
deal.) Many veterans were ticked when 
Trotter was dropped, but they accepted 
Reid’s explanation that if the team had 
signed Trotter it might lose two or three 
valuable players over the next couple of 
years because of cap woes. “Andy’s trying to 
put the best team on the field?’ says Vin- 
cent. “We added some good kids in the sec- 
ondary. But youth gets you to Week 9. Ex- 
perience gets you the big silver trophy. We 
play in a now league. When you get as close 
as we did last year, you've got to do every- 
thing you can to get over the hump.” 

The Eagles are clearly the best team in 
the NFC East. With another year of ma- 
turity, their kids might even be able to 
overtake the Rams. —Peter King 


“If they think Barry Gardner will be an adequate 
replacement for Jeremiah Trotter, they’re nuts.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes 


Donovan McNabb was the best quarterback in 

football last January. If young quarterbacks 

such as Michael Vick, David Carr and Drew 
Brees want a model, they should watch McNabb. He 
knows when fo stay in the pocket and when to take off. | 
wouldn't trade him for anyone except Peyton Manning. .. . 
| don’t like the team’s skill players. Losing Correll Buck- 
halter to a torn ACL hurts because he was the perfect 
inside runner for a northern-based team late in the year, 
a bruiser with some shake. . .. Duce Staley’s foot injury 
makes him an average back. | wouldn’t count on Dorsey 


Levens’s staying healthy—he hasn't been a good back for 
three years. . . . The wideouts? A bunch of average play- 
ers, except for James Thrash, who should be featured 
more because of his speed and toughness. . . . | like the 
offensive line. Tra Thomas is the most underrated tackle 
in football, a masher who's quicker than people think. Jon 
Runyan is strong but not quick enough to handle the top 
ends such as Michael Strahan. . . . Two things worry me 
on defense. First, losing Hollis Thomas to a broken foot is 
a huge blow because he’s a Jim Burt-type run-stopper. 
Second, if they think Barry Gardner will be an adequate 
replacement for Jeremiah Trotter, they’re nuts. I'd play 
Levon Kirkland over Gardner. Kirkland hits better... . The 


special teams give Philly a big edge. David 
Akers has an outstanding leg and is consistent. 

He wins two games for them every year. 
PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH; Andy Reid; fourth season with Philadelphia (27-21 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: I!-5 (ist in NFC East) 
OFFENSIVE BACKS 


up the Eagles 


NFL PHOTOS 


KIRKLAND 


SCHEDULE 


at Tennessee 
at Washington 
DALLAS 
HOUSTON 


at Jacksonville 
Open date 
TAMPA BAY 

N.Y. GIANTS (Mon.) 


at Chicago* 
INDIANAPOLIS 
ARIZONA 

at San Francisco (Mon.) 


ST. LOUIS 

at Seattle 
WASHINGTON 

at Dallas (Sat.) 

at N.Y. Giants (Sat.) 


*Champaign, lil. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: Il 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .513 
Games against playoff teams: 4 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 14/20/17; defense 7/18/2 


QB DonovanMcNabb il 493 att. 285comp. 57.8% 3,233 yds. 25TDs [2 int. 84.3 rtg. 
RB Duce Staley 46 166 att. 604 yds. 3.6 avg. 63 rec. 626 yds. 9B.Qavg. 4TDs 
RB DorseyLevens 210 44att. 65 yds. 3.Bavg. 24 rec. {59 yds. 6.6 avg. 1 TDs 
FB Cecil Martin 269 Yatt. 27 yds. 3.0 avg. 24 rec. I24yds. 5.2avg. 2TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR James Thrash 63 rec. 833 yds. 8TDs LE Brandon Whiting IG tackles 2! sacks 
WR Todd Pinkston 42 rec. 586 yds. 4TDs LT DarwinWalker 4tackles | sack 
WR Antonio Freeman 52rec. 8i8yds. 6TDs | RT CoreySimon  35tackles 7% sacks 
TE Chad Lewis 4l rec. 422 yds. 6TDs RE HughDouglas 39 tackles 9% sacks 
K David Akers 37/38 XPs 26/31FGs |I5 pts. | OLB CarlosEmmons Gi tackles | sack 
Brian Mitchell 39 ret. 2.0 avg. OTDs MLB LevonKirkland 79 tackles | sack 
Brian Mitchell 4I ret. 25.0 avg. 1TD OLB ShawnBarber [4 tackles O sacks 
Tra Thomas 349 lbs. I5games [5starts } CB Troy Vincent 57 tackles 3 int. 
John Welbourn 318 lbs. ISgames ISstarts }SS  BlaineBishop 20 tackles 0 int. 
Hank Fraley 300 lbs. (6 games [5starts ] FS BrianDawkins 56tackles 2 int. 
Jermane Mayberry 325 lbs. IGgames [5starts {CB Bobby Taylor 34 tackles |int. 
Jon Runyan 330 lbs. IG6games [6 starts | P Sean Landeta 97 punts 43.5 avg. 


“PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


New acquisition 


SEPTEMBER 2, 2002 


With a hot rookie and a handful of veteran pickups, talk is of getting back to the playoffs 


DURING AN off-season 
chock-full of notable rook- 
ie and free-agent pickups, 
the best personnel decision 
the Cowboys made might 
have been the one last March when they 
did not sign a player. Desperate for a cor- 
nerback, they had their eyes on free agent 
Duane Starks, an appealing cover corner 
formerly with the Ravens. Dallas coaches 
and scouts liked Starks but figured— 
correctly—that he was a good corner, not 
a premier one. In the past, owner Jerry 
Jones would have brought Starks to town 
on his private jet, whipped out his check- 
book and signed him for far too much 
money. But when Jones’s son Stephen, the 
club’s vice president and chief negotiator, 
told his dad the Cardinals were ready to 
hand Starks a $5 million signing bonus, 
Jones announced in a staff meeting, “We 
need a corner, but he’s not worth it.” 
Instead, Dallas spent its money on four 
free agents whose performance will go a 
long way in determining whether the team 
is a playoff contender this year. The Cow- 
boys are relying on linebacker Kevin Hardy, 
defensive tackle La’Roi Glover, cornerback 
Bryant Westbrook and tight end Tony 
McGee to fill big holes. Each carries a risk, 
but in not overpaying at key need positions, 


NEW TWIST 


> Darren Woodson, a five-time 
Pro Bowl player at strong safety, 

will operate more like a free safety. 
Woodson estimates that fellow 
safety Roy Williams will creep 
toward the box to support the run or 
to blitz nearly 80% of the time while 
Woodson drops into a centerfield 
position. “Roy could add five years 
to my career,” says Woodson, 33. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


the club improved itself and kept its once- 
bloated salary cap in line. The combined 
cap cost this year to sign Hardy, Glover, 
Westbrook and McGee: $6.2 million. 
Dallas is gambling that Westbrook, the 
fifth pick in the 1997 draft by the Lions, can 
be the physical left corner the defense has 
lacked. He tore his left Achilles tendon in 
November 2000 and was still struggling to 
regain his form in training camp. “I can 
definitely be the player I was two years 
ago,” Westbrook says. Expectations are 


moderate for McGee, too, but he’s a low- 
cost pickup who averaged 33 receptions 
and 12.7 yards per catch in nine seasons 
with the Bengals. When he was surpris- 
ingly hired last Jan. 31 to be the team’s of- 
fensive coordinator, former Cincinnati 
coach Bruce Coslet immediately pushed to 
sign the 31-year-old McGee, whose pres- 
ence should help keep defenses from load- 


The durable Smith needs 540 yards to 
become the NFL's career rushing leader. 


dV/VAINYS IN¥d 


ing up to stop the run as Emmitt Smith 
pursues the NFL career rushing record. 

The Cowboys had a total of only 49 sacks 
in the past two years and haven't had a 
player with double-digit sacks in six years. 
“We need a pass rush if our defense is 
going to take that next step to greatness,” 
coach Dave Campo says of a unit that 
ranked fourth in the league last year. He’s 
hoping Hardy and Glover can be the cata- 
lysts. Dallas invested $2.5 million for a one- 
year deal with Hardy, 
who had microfracture 
surgery on his left knee 
last December. “The 
procedure has a pretty 
good success rate,” 
Hardy said in camp, “and I’m confident the 
knee will hold up. But it might be midsea- 
son before I’m 100 percent.” At his best in 
1999 Hardy was an inside linebacker in size 
(6' 4", 259 pounds) and an outside backer 
in quickness (10% sacks). Now, at 29, his 
job is to anchor a group of undersized 
linebackers. 

A cap casualty of the Saints, Glover had 
25 sacks over the past two years thanks to 
his inside pass-rush savvy and the brute 
strength of fellow tackle Norman Hand. 
Glover should benefit similarly by playing 
next to one of the most underrated line- 
men in the game, relentless 312-pound 
Brandon Noble, an NFL Europe refugee 
who was a full-time starter last season. 

The wild card on defense is rookie safe- 
ty Roy Williams, the 228-pound first- 
round draft pick who has drawn compar- 
isons with Ronnie Lott. He’ll make Glover 
and Hardy’s jobs easier by forcing offenses 
to account for him as a blitzer—and make 
no mistake, Williams will blitz as much 
as any safety in football. 

“There’s no question we’re better on 
paper, both in our starting 22 and the full 
roster,’ says Campo. “We obviously have 
an awful lot of what-ifs, but I see tremen- 
dous similarities between the Cowboys of 
the early ’90s and these Cowboys. In the 
early ’90s we had two good drafts and 
picked up some quality free agents in [tight 
end] Jay Novacek, [safety] James Wash- 
ington and [linebacker] Vinson Smith. In 
the last two years we've had two good drafts 
and picked up four starters in free agency.” 

Campo pauses. “Of course,’ he adds, 
“the difference is, 10 years ago we had 
Troy Aikman.” —P.K. 


“From Day One, Williams will be a tremendous 
safety if the Cowboys let him fly around.” 


Offensive coordinator Bruce Coslet has 
G6 always liked to go with strong pocket passers, 

which is why | see him pushing for Chad 
Hutchinson to play over Quincy Carter sometime dur- 
ing the year. Carter will keep his job if he’s accurate. ... 
| can’t help thinking the Emmitt Smith record [his bid to 
become the NFL's alltime leading rusher] is going to be 
a weight on this team. Troy Hambrick’s a better back 
right now. He should play a lot.... Andre Gurode 
looked terrific against the middle of Oakland's line in 
the preseason. It’s rare to have a 326-pound athlete at 


center. ... Antonio Bryant might be a head case, but he 
also might be another Michael Irvin. Tough, athletic 
receiver. .. . Defensively, | wonder who's going to rush 
the quarterback from end or linebacker. Greg Ellis is 
solid against the run, but he’s not fast enough on the 
pass rush, | like Kevin Hardy, if he’s got anything 
left... . La’Roi Glover slowed down last year in New 
Orleans, but playing next to a bull like Brandon Noble 
should make him an excellent rusher. Noble’s a great 
force against the run. You can’t push him around.... 
It’s a good thing there aren't a bunch of strong-armed, 
pinpoint passers in the NFC East, because the Dallas 
cornerbacks could be a disaster, There’s not a cover 


corner in the group... . From Day One, Roy 
Williams will be a tremendous safety if the 
Cowboys let him fly around. 

PROJECTED LINEUP with 200I statistics 
COACH: Dave Campo; third season with Dallas (10-22 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 5-II (fifth in NFC East) 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Cowboys 


CE eRe ln me "PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


NFL PHOTOS 


at Houston 

TENNESSEE 

at Philadelphia 
at St, Louis 


NEW YORK GIANTS 
CAROLINA 

at Arizona 
SEATTLE 


at Detroit 

Open date 

at Indianapolis 

JACKSONVILLE 
WASHINGTON (Thurs.) 


SAN FRANCISCO 

at N.Y. Giants 
PHILADELPHIA (Sat.) 
at Washington 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 23 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .483 
Games against playoff teams: 4 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 3/31/29; defense 13/3/4 


OFFENSIVE BACKS ([))'\ 
QB Quincy Carter 170 {76 att. S90comp. 51.1% 072 yds. 5TDs 7 int, 63.0 rtg. 
RB Emmitt Smith 67 3 =26latt. l02lyds. 3.9avg. I7rec. (IG yds. 68avg. 3TDs 
RB TroyHambrick 125 lSatt. 579yds. Slave. 4rec. 62yds. I5.5avg. 2TDs 
FB RobertThomas 343 6Gatt. 40 yds. 6.7 avg. 5rec. 19 yds, 3.8 avg. ITD 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR JoeyGalloway 94 52rec. 699 yds. 3TDs LE Greg Ellis 45 tackles 6 sacks 
WR Antonio Bryant (A) 155 “42rec, 659 yds. 9TDs | LT La'RoiGlover 36 tackles 8 sacks 
WR ReggieSwinton 250 7rec. 117 yds. 1TD RT BrandonNoble 27tackles 3% sacks 
| i E Tony McGee si {53 ‘l4rec. - 148 yds. 17D 4} RE EbenezerEkuban | tackle O sacks 
K Tim Seder 337 12/I2XPs I/I7FGs 45pts. | OLB) KevinHardy BO taekles 5 Sacks 
PR Reggie Swinton 250 31 ret. 13.4avg. ITD MLB Dat Nguyen 90 tackles O sacks 
KR ReggieSwinton 250 56 ret. 23.7 avg. OTDs OLB DexterCoakley 73tackles 2 int. 
LT FlozellAdams  6'7" 357 lbs. (6games (6starts [GB Bryant Westbrook S'tackles Vint, 
LG Larry Allen 6'3" 326 lbs. I6games I6starts SS Roy Williams (R) iOltackles 5 int. 
hs ter Andre Gurode (R) 6’ 4” 326 Ibs. 12 games 12 starts ¥ FS Darren Woodson 76 tackles 3 int. 
RG Kelvin Garmon 6'2" 350 lbs. '6games (6 starts CB MarioEdwards 42tackles 0 int. 
RT Solomon Page 6'5" 325lbs. i4games (4 starts P Micah Knorr 78 punts 40.2 avg. 
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NFC 
5 NEW YORK 


oS Giants 


Can alittle Shockey treatment from a rookie tight end toughen up a soft offense? 


“NAME, SCHOOL and 
Ti signing bonus, son. Then 

sing,” said linebacker Bran- 

don Short, pointing to the 
team’s top draft choice on his first day in 
training camp. The legend of Jeremy 
Shockey was about to be born. 

It’s customary for veterans to demand 
that rookies sing their college fight song 
upon their arrival at camp. Shockey, the 
No. 14 pick, out of Miami, knew it was 
coming, but he wasn’t happy about the 
timing. He hadn’t gone to bed the previ- 
ous night because of an all-night trip from 
Miami to the team’s camp in Albany, N.Y., 
and he hadn’t had a meal all day—and it 
was dinnertime. Shockey wanted to eat 
first, but Short was insistent. “Name, 
school, signing bonus, song. Now!” So the 
6' 5", 263-pound rookie tight end stood up 
in the cafeteria and said, “Jeremy Shock- 
ey, Miami Hurricanes, $3.3 million. . . ” 

“Can't hear you! What?” Short yelled. 

Shockey said it once more, but Short 
hollered for him to repeat it again. Shock- 
ey did so, then sang the Hurricanes’ fight 
song and ended by staring at Short and 
saying, “That’s for you and your hearing 
problem, B. Short.” A rook mouthing off 
to a vet? Intolerable. Short flew at Shock- 
ey. A five-second brawl ensued. 


NEW TWIST 


> The volume’s lower and the 
playbook thinner since defensive 
coordinator John Fox left to become 
coach of the Panthers. Coach Jim 
Fassel believes that Fox’s schemes 
had players reading too much and 
reacting late; new coordinator Johnnie 
Lynn, the former secondary coach, 
has simplified things so defenders 
can make plays more instinctively. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


As the blond, mop-topped Shockey sat 
in the weight room two weeks later, he 
smiled mischievously and said, “They 
haven’t pushed me around since then” 

Shockey’s arrival bodes well for an of- 
fense that has been anything but macho 
in recent years—not with bookish Kerry 
Collins at quarterback, large-but-soft Ron 


Dayne at running back and a line that 
wasn’t feisty. In the first preseason game, 
against the Texans, Shockey ran a cross- 
ing pattern, caught the pass from back- 
up quarterback Jesse Palmer, broke one 


With his power and competitiveness, 
Shockey brings the Giants new options. 


d¥/NVONNG XEVIN 


tackle, escaped an attempt to bring him 
down by his face mask, bowled over a 
third defender and dragged a fourth five 
yards before going down. The Giants’ de- 
fense was so unaccustomed to seeing that 
sort of effort that a couple of vets danced 
with glee. Short even bounded over to 
coach Jim Fassel and said, “You see that, 
Coach? He leveled those s.o.b.’s!” 

“We did not draft a tight end?’ general 
manager Ernie Accorsi says. “We drafted 
a playmaker.” 

Now, instead of 
dumping the ball to a 
plodding fullback or 
an overused Tiki 
Barber, Collins has a 
threat in midrange patterns. Shockey can 
run after the catch as well as any other NFC 
tight end. That’s huge for a team that had 
just 17 tight end receptions last season, the 
lowest production of any team at that po- 
sition, Fassel is excited about the strategic 
options Shockey gives the team, but he’s 
just as happy to have a player this com- 
petitive. “His competitiveness will separate 
him from other great players,’ Fassel says. 

“J always was a pretty competitive guy,” 
Shockey says, “but when I spent a year in 
junior college, I took it to another level. I 
mean, junior college football is 120, 130 
guys trying to make a name for them- 
selves. It’s like prison rules, man. We'd 
have 10 fights in one day—on the field, in 
the dorm, in the cafeteria. When I got to 
Miami, it was drilled into us that one 
slipup on one Saturday could cost us the 
national championship. So if guys were 
laying out of practice during the week or 
we weren't practicing hard, I’d give some- 
body on defense a stiff arm, just to start 
something and get the tempo right.” 

No Giants player was more beloved over 
the past two decades than tight end Mark 
Bavaro, While Shockey is a more versatile 
receiver than Bavaro, the rookie is not the 
blocker that Bavaro was. Not yet. Shockey 
will also have to get used to getting 
roughed up in the five-yard bump zone 
because he'll be the most dangerous 
weapon in the passing game from Week 1. 
“T don’t want to sound arrogant,” he says, 
“but the defense might shut me down on 
one or two out of five plays, but I'll make 
them pay eventually. I live every day to 
compete in this league. I can’t wait.” 

Neither can Giants fans. —P.K. 


Kerry Collins is a functional quarterback, 
SG but if the coaches don’t stay on top of him, 

he gets lazy with his mechanics. ... Jeremy 
Shockey gives them the best upgrade at a skill posi- 
tion of any team in the league, better than Ricky 
Williams in Miami. .. . | know it’s tempting to ride Tiki 
Barber because he’s their only reliable back, but he'll 
wear down. ... Ike Hilliard plays tentatively, like he 
doesn’t want to be out there. .. . The offensive line’s 
the real key. Can line coach Jim MeNally make chick- 
en salad out of chicken feathers? Given that his best 


“Jones could give them a consistent threat in the 
return game. He’s a tough kid, a Mighty Mouse.” 


lineman is Luke Petitgout, a functional guy who can 
be overpowered, McNally’s got his work cut out for 
him... . ’m impressed with their defensive front seven, 
which gets a lot of push. Cornelius Griffin looks like 
he’s playing better, and he’s vital to stopping the 
run.... With all the attention paid to end Michael 
Strahan, it'll be a disgrace if Kenny Holmes doesn’t 
get double-digit sacks. ... | think that Will Peterson 
and Will Allen are better right now and will be better 
all year than Jason Sehorn, who last year looked like 
he just didn’t want to hit anybody... . They'll have a 
big hole opposite Shaun Williams if they’re serious 
about playing Omar Stoutmire at the other safety. ... 
If he holds up, Daryl Jones could give them 

a consistent threat in the return game. He’s 55 


a tough kid, kind of a Mighty Mouse. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200I statistics 


COACH: Jim Fassel; sixth season with New York (44-35-1 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 7-9 (third in NFC East) 


o 
i 
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DARYL JONES 


SCHEDULE 


SAN FRANCISCO (Thur.) 
at St. Louis 

SEATTLE 

at Arizona 


“) 
= 
-} 


at Dallas 

ATLANTA 

Open date 

at Philadelphia (Mon.) 


JACKSONVILLE 
at Minnesota 
WASHINGTON 
at Houston 


| eee 


TENNESSEE 

at Washington 
DALLAS 

at Indianapolis 
PHILADELPHIA (Sat.) 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI3 
Opponents’ 2001 winning percentage: .504 
Games against playoff teams: 4 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 15/T8/9; defense 8/21/14 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 

QB Kerry Collins 72 568att, 327comp. 576% 3,764 yds. 19 TDs (6 int. 771 rtg. 
RB Tiki Barber 62 166 att. 865yds. S52avg. 72rec. 577yds. 8.0avg. 4TDs 
RB Ron Dayne {20 180 att. 690 yds. 3,8avg, Srec. 67 yds. 8.4avg. 7TDs 
FB Charles Stackhouse (A) 332 75 att. B30 yds. 44avg 2lrec, \72yds. 82avg. 7TDs 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


WR Amani Toomer 80 72rec. 1,054yds. 5TDs 

WR ike Hilliard 1445 52rec. 659yds. G6TDs LT 
WR Ron Dixon 256 S8rec. 227yds. ITD RT 
TE JoremyShackey(R) 59 40rec. SISyds. 7TDs | RE 
K OwenPochman 37! O/OXPs O/2FGs Opts. OLB 
PR DarylJones(R) 323 4ret. SOavg. OTDs | MLB 
KR Ron Dixon 256 34ret. (9.0 avg. OTDs OLB 
LT Luke Petitgout 6'6"” 310 lbs. IG games (6 starts | CB 
LG Rich Seubert 6’5" 305lbs, 2games Ostarts | SS 
C Dusty Zeigler 6'5" 303\lbs. IG games [6 starts | FS 
RG Jason Whittle 64" 3l0lbs. IG games 2starts | CB 

Chris Bober 6'5” 305 lbs. I6games Ostarts | P 
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DEFENSE 


Michael Strahan 60 tackles 22 sacks 
Cornelius Griffin 47 tackles 2 sacks 

Keith Hamilton 19 tackles 
37 tackles 


6 sacks 


Kenny Holmes 3% sacks 


Dhani Jones 20 tackles O sacks 
Mike Barrow 88 tackles 6 sacks 
BrandonShort 45tackles | sack 
Will Allen 4ltackles 4 int. 
Shaun Williams 77 tackles 3 int. 
Omar Stoutmire [4tackles 0 int. 
Jason Sehorn 56 tackles 3 int. 
Rodney Williams Qlpunts 42.9 avg. 
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WASHINGTON 


New coach Steve Spurrier is sure to be the most-watched rookie in the NFL this season 


SO WHAT kind of “ball 
plays” will we see out of 
Steve Spurrier this fall when 
he tries to conquer the only 
football world left for him 
to overrun? Consider that 
one day during training camp he sum- 
moned cornerback Champ Bailey to the 
offensive huddle, pointed to the right flank 
and said, “Line up over there as a wide re- 
ceiver, and run a reverse. We’re going to 
flip it to [running back] Stephen Davis. 
He'll flip it to you. You run around left end. 
O.K.?” No preparation, no script. Just run 
the play as though you were on the 
playground. 

“This game is not that complicated,” 
Spurrier says, and he really means it. 
That’s why in his rookie NFL season, the 
former Florida coach will likely throw 
more changeups at unsuspecting defens- 
es than he ever threw in college. He'll 
spring a few surprises, such as putting a 
fast defensive player like Bailey in on of- 
fense. And he’ll attack downfield as no 
other team except St. Louis does. “We’ve 
looked quite a bit at the Rams,’ Spurrier 
says, “and I’ve found some new little ball 
plays. I like what [St. Louis coach] Mike 
Martz does.” 

Says Redskins quarterback Danny 


NEW TWIST 


> When the Redskins imported 
free-agent Pro Bowl linebacker 
Jessie Armstead to play over the 
tight end, the move freed LaVar 
Arrington to be more of a pass- 
rushing threat than he was last year, 
when he had only half a sack. 

Look for new defensive coordinator 
Marvin Lewis to cut Arrington loose 
on passing downs early and often. 


Wuerffel, who helped Spurrier win a na- 
tional championship at Florida, “If we’re 
playing a team with a strong middle line- 
backer, he will use plays to try to make 
that middle linebacker run around like a 
free safety. People might be surprised that 
he won't go in with one game plan each 
week. He'll try to neutralize the best play- 
ers on the other side. His offense is al- 
ways evolving.” 


When SI asked veteran football people 
around the league to name the biggest 
adjustment Spurrier would have to make 
in the pros, two answers stood out: curb- 
ing his ego and realizing the complexity 
of NFL defenses. 

“There’s no question about it,’ says 


Wuerffel hasn’t thrown a pass in the NFL 
since 1999, but Spurrier’s still sold on him. 


: i SIOVWI ALL39/S3NOF DIVES 
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ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Redskins 


q Shane Matthews can throw it downfield bet- 
& & ter than Danny Wuerffel, but it’s obvious 

that Steve Spurrier wants Wuerffel to play. 

After Coach Visor had Wuerffel with the first-team 
offensive line in the second half of the first preseason 
game, the fix was in... . Stephen Davis will never be a 
great back because he puts the ball on the ground too 
much, but he gets an extra yard between the tackles 
all the time. .. . | love their tackles, Chris Samuels and 
Jon Jansen, but their guards and center could kill 
them. | see strong defensive tackles collapsing their 


SOLOHd 3N 


TROTTER 


SCHEDULE 


ARIZONA 
PHILADELPHIA (Mon.) 
at San Francisco 

Open date 


Oct. aiirennossee pocket easily... . Rod Gardner needs to be tougher, 
#3 | NEW ORLEANS but a 6’ 2” receiver who can run, in Spurrier’s system? 
20 | at Green Bay He'll be a big star. .. . They'll regret signing defensive 

27 | INDIANAPOLIS . ; f 
..... i tackle Daryl Gardener because of his attitude and his 
Nov. 3 | at Seattle bad back. .. . | don’t know how they couldn’t find the 
40 | at Jacksonville money to keep Kenard Lang or Marco Coleman, espe- 
17 | at N.Y. Giants cially when their defense really needs a good end. 

24 | ST.Louis 


They can’t count on Bruce Smith to be anywhere near 


at Dallas (Thurs.) 2 
an every-down end anymore... . The linebacker group 


Dec, 8) N.Y. GIANTS will be great if Jessie Armstead and Jeremiah Trotter 
Py meet stay healthy. Armstead seems as if he’s starting to hit 
29 | DALLAS the wall.... Safety Sam Shade is better than | 


thought, aggressive and a good man cover guy. One 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH knock on corner Champ Bailey: You can get 
‘ NFL rank: 9 him to gamble too much because he’s so 
jPponents’ 200! winning percentage: .525 
Games against playoff teams: 5 desperate to make plays. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Steve Spurrier; first season with Washington (0-0 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 8-8 (second in NFC East) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 8/30/28; defense 20/6/10 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 


QB Danny Wuerffelt 79 48att. 22comp. 45.8% IStyds. OTDs Sint. 30.8 rtg. 
RB Stephen Davis S88 356att 1432yds. 4.0avg. 28rec. 205yds. 73 avg. 5 TDs 
RB LadellBetts(R) 242 222att. |,060yds. 4.8avg. [5rec. 1837yds. Q.lavg. IITDs 
FB Bryan Johnson 321 Oatt. 0 yds. no avg. 9 rec. 129 yds. 14.3 avg. OTDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Rod Gardner 48 46rec. 74lyds. 4TDs Renaldo Wynn 29 tackles 5 sacks 
WR Jacquez Green 142 36rec. 402 yds, ITD Dan Wilkinson {9tackles 4sacks 
WR Chris Doehringt 2/9 3rec. 22yds. OTDs DarylGardener |7tackles 4 sacks 


TE Walter Rasby 197 10 rec. 128 yds. 2TDs 
K Brett Conway 223 22/22XPs 26/33 FGs 100 pts. 
PR Kevin Lockett 221 5Sret. 2.8avg. OTDs 
KR Robert Gillespie (R) 410 2 ret. 31.0 avg. OTDs 


Bruce Smith 30 tackles 5 sacks 


OLB LaVarArrington 82tackles sack 


LT Chris Samuels 6'5” 303\lbs. IG6games (6 starts Champ Bailey 48 tackles 3 int. 
LG Brenden Stai 6’ 4” 312 Ibs. (6 games (6 starts Sam Shade 75 tackles 2 int. 
C Larry Moore 6'2" 302\lbs. IG6games Ilstarts David Terrell 66 tackles 2 int. 
RG Ross Tucker 6'4” 305lbs. 3games_ Ostarts Fred Smoot 30 tackles 5 int. 
RT Jon Jansen 6'6” 3il lbs. \6 games _ 16 starts Bryan Barker 90 punts 41.6 avg. 
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SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


“You can get Champ Bailey to gamble too much 
because he’s so desperate to make plays.” 


Jessie Armstead 62tackles {sacks 
MLB Jeremiah Trotter 93tackles 3 sacks 


Denver coach Mike Shanahan. “When you 
win at Duke and when you win at the rate 
that he did at Florida, you’re something 
special. You can coach anywhere. There 
won't be a big difference between coaching 
offense at Florida and coaching offense at 
Washington. The big difference is that 
sometimes you have to rein in your ego. 
You have to learn to win 17-10 or 13-9, 
and enjoy it. One thing I’ve learned in this 
league is that it’s not an entertainment 
game, it’s a winning 
game.” 

Martz, who knows a 
thing or two about 
winning with a wide- 
open offense in the 
NFL, says, “The thing that’s as important 
as the receivers’ running great routes and 
being great athletes is the quarterback’s 
protection. That’s what we work on hard- 
er than anything—keeping rushers off 
Kurt Warner. You might not notice that 
from watching us make big plays, but be- 
lieve me, it’s a lot harder perfecting that 
than it is running the routes. Spurrier’s 
linemen and his backs are going to have 
to really elevate their games.” 

It seems that everyone except Spurrier 
is worried about the Redskins’ inexperi- 
enced quarterbacks. As camp broke, 
Wuerffel was leading the race to be the 
starter, even though four other teams had 
tossed him aside in the last three years, 
citing poor arm strength and lead feet. 
Was the rest of the league wrong about 
him? “I watched Danny play for four years 
at Florida?’ Spurrier says, talking down 
his nose to the media, “and he won every 
year, and he became the highest-rated 
quarterback in the history of college foot- 
ball. Unless someone has passed him, I 
figure he still is. Everyone mentions his 
arm strength. From what I see, his passes 
seem to get there.” 

“When Coach Spurrier got this job,” 
says Wuerffel, “I was happy for him, for 
the challenge, and for the NFL because 
everyone will love his brand of football. 
And I was happy for me because I thought 
if I could get here somehow, I’d have a 
chance to compete.” 

The league awaits the results of 
Spurrierball. As Giants co-owner Welling- 
ton Mara says, “He seems like a very smart 
person. I think he’ll adjust to our game— 
or he’ll make us adjust to his.” —P.K. 


Flonase 
is approved to treat 
more triggers than any leading 
Rx antihistamine pill: 


Flomase’ CLARITIN® ALLEGRA® ZYRTEC? 


10 mg Tablets 180 mg Tablets 10 mg Tablets 


Pollen (&) (&) () 
Dust Mites (&) 
Pet Dander (&) 
Pollution 


Strong Odors 


Smoke 


Call 


1-800-427-5295 
great savings 
on FLONASE 


id — dolls stan 


If you're like most people with nasal allergies, you suffer — Results may vary. 


from more than just seasonal allergies...you may also If side effects occur, 
suffer from indoor triggers or get nasal symptoms from they are generally 
smoke, strong odors, or pollution. But all it takes is mild, and may include 


FLONASE to treat all those triggers. Not even the leading headache, nosebleed, or sore 
prescription antihistamine pill can do that. More reason _ throat. For best results, use daily. Maximum relief may 
than ever to talk to your doctor about FLONASE. take several days. Available by prescription only. 


Call 1-800-427-5295 to learn more, visit our website at www.flonase.com, 
or ask your doctor about FLONASE Nasal Spray. 


When you get it all, all it takes is Fi Jonase: 


esky Lae (fluticasone propionate) 
GlaxoSmithKline Nasal Spray; 50 meg 


Please see important information on the following page. 

*Source™ Prescription Audit (SPA); February 2001 - January 2002. Scott-Levin, Inc. 

The brands listed are trademarks of their respective owners and are not trademarks of The GlaxoSmithKline Group 
of Companies. The makers of these brands are not affiliated with and do not endorse GlaxoSmithKline or its products. 


FLONASE® 


BRIEF SUMMARY 
(fluticasone propionate) 
Nasal Spray, 50 mcg 

SHAKE GENTLY 
For Intranasal Use Only. BEFORE USE. 


The following is 2 brief summary only; see full prescribing information for complete product 
information, 

CONTRAINDICATIONS: FLONASE Nasal Spray is contraindicated in patients with a 
hypersensitivity to any of its ingredients. 

WARNINGS: The replacement of a systemic corticosteroid with a topical cortioasteroid can be 
accompanied by signs of adrenal insufficiency, and in addition some patients may experience 
symptoms of withdrawal, ¢.9., joint and/or muscular pain, lassitude, and depression. Patients 
Previously treated for prolonged periods with systemic corticosteroids and transferred to topical 
Corticosteroids should be carefully monstored for acute adrenal insufficiency in response to 
Stress. In those patients who have asthma or other clinical conditions requiring long-term 
Systemic corticosteroid treatment, too rapid a decrease in systemic corticosteroids may calise a 
severe exacerbation of their symptoms. 

The concomitant use of intranasal corticosteroids with other inhaled 
corticosteroids could increase the risk of signs or symptoms of hypercorticism and/or 
Suppression of the HPA axis. 

Patients who are on immunosuppressant drugs are more susceptible to 

infections than healthy individuals. Chickenpox and measies, for example, can have a more 
senous or even fatal course in patients on immunosuppressant doses of 
corticosteroids. In such patients who have not had these diseases, particular 
Care should be taken to avoid exposure. How the dose, route, and duration of corticosteroid 
administration affects the risk of developing a disseminated infection is not known. The 
contribution of the underlying disease and/or prior corticosteroid treatment to the risk is also not 
known. If exposed to chickenpox, prophytaxis with varicella zoster immune globulin (VZIG) may 
be indicated. If exposed to measles, prophylads with pooled intramuscular immunoglobulin (1G) 
May be indicated. (See the respective package inserts for complete VZIG and IG prescribing 
information) If chickenpox develops, treatment with antiviral agents may be considered 
PRECAUTIONS: 
General: Rarely, immediate hypersenstivity reactions or contact dermatitis may occur after the 
administration of FLONASE Nasal Spray. Rare instances of wheezing, nasal septum perforation, 
cataracts, glaucoma, and increased intraocular pressure have been reported following the 
intranasal application of corticosteroids, including fluticasone propionate. 

Use of excessive doses of corticosteroids may lead to signs or symptoms of 
hypercorticism, suppression of HPA function, and/or reduction of growth velocity in children or 
teenagers. Physicians should closely follow the growth of children and adolescents taking 
corticosteroids, by any route, and weigh the benefits of corticosteroid therapy against the 
possibility of growth suppression if growth appears stowed. 

Although systemic effects have been minimal with recommended doses of FLONASE 
Nasa! Spray, potential risk increases with larger doses. Therefore, larger than recommended 
doses of FLONASE Nasal Spray should be avoided. 

When used at higher than recommended doses, or in rare individuals at 
recommended doses, systemic corticosteroid effects such as hypercorticism and adrenal 
suppression may appear. If such changes occur, the dosage of FLONASE Nasal Spray should 
be discontinued slowly consistent with accepted procedures for discontinuing oral 
corticosteroid therapy. 

in cinical studies with fluticasone propionate administered intranasally, the development of 
localized infections of the nose and pharynx with Candida albicans has occurred only rarely. 
When such an infection develops, it may require treatment with appropriate local therapy and 
discontinuation of treatment with FLONASE Nasal Spray. Patients using FLONASE Nasal Spray 
ver several months or longer should be examined periodically for evidence of Candida infection 
or other signs of adverse effects on the nasal mucosa. 

FLONASE Nasal Spray should be used with caution, if at all, in patients with active or 
quiescent tuberculous infection; untreated local or systemic fungal or bacterial, or systemic viral 
infections or parasitic infection; or ocular herpes simplex. 

Because of the inhibitory effect of corticosteroids on wound healing, patients who have 
experienced recent nasal septal ulcers, nasal surgery, or nasal trauma should not use a nasal 
corticosteroid until healing has occurred. 

Information for Patients: Patents being treated with FLONASE Nasal Spray should receive the 
following information and instructions. This information is intended to ald them in the safe and 
effective use of this medication. It is not a disclosure of all possible adverse or intended effects. 

Patients should be wamed to avoid exposure to chickenpox or measles and, if expased, to 
consult their physician without delay. 

Patients should use FLONASE Nasal Spray at regular intervals as directed since its effective- 
Ness depends on its regular use, A decrease in nasal symptoms may occur as soon as 12 hours 
after starting therapy with FLONASE Nasal Spray. Results in several clinical trials indicate 
Statistically significant improvement within the first day or two of treatment; however, the full 
benefit of FLONASE Nasal Spray may not be achieved undl treatment has been administered for 
several days. The patient should not increase the prescribed dosage but should contact the 
physician if symptoms do not improve or if the condition worsens. For the proper use of the nasal 
Spray and to attain maximum improvement, the patient should read and 
follow carefully the accompanying patient's instructions. 

Drug Interactions: In a placebo-controlled, crossover study in 8 healthy volunteers, 
coadministration of a single dose of orally inhaled fluticasone propionate (1000 mog, 5 times 
the maximum daily intranasal dose) with multiple doses of ketoconazole (200 ma) to steady 
State resulted in increased mean fluticasone propionate concentrations, a reduction in plasma 
cortisol AUC, and no effect on urinary excretion of cortisol. This interaction may be due to an 
inhibition of the cytochrome P450 3A4 isoenzyme system by ketoconazole, which is also the 
Toute of metabolism of fluticasone propionate. No drug interaction studies have been 
conducted with FLONASE Nasal Spray; however, care should be exercised when 
fluticasone propionate is coadministered with long-term ketoconazole and other known 
cytoctiome P450 3M inhibitors. 

Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility: Fluticasone propionate demonstrated 
No tumorigenic potential in mice at oral doses up to 1000 mog/kg (approximately 20 times the 
maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults and approximately 10 times the 
maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in children on a mog/m* basis) for 78 weeks or 
in rats at inhalation doses up to 57 mog/kg (approximately 2 times the maximum recommended 
daly intranasal dose in adults and approximately equivalent to the maximum recommended 
daily intranasal dose in children on a mg/m’ basis) for 104 weeks. 

Fluticasone propionate did not induce gene mutation in prokaryotic or eukaryotic cells in 
vitro. No significant cfastogenic effect was seen in cultured human peripheral lymphocytes in 
vitro or in the mouse micronucleus test when administered at high doses by the oral or subcu- 
taneous routes, Furthermore, the compound did not delay erythrobiast division in bone marrow, 

No evidence of impairment of fertility was observed in reproductive studies 
conducted in male and female rats at subcutaneous doses up to 50 mea/kg (approximately 
2 times the macmum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on a mog/n basis). 
Prostate weight was significantly reduced at a subcutaneous dose of 50 meg/kg. 
Pregnancy; Teratogenic Effects: Pregnancy Category C. Subcutaneous studies in the mouse 
and rat at 45 and 100 meg/ko, respectively (approximately equivalent to and 4 times the 
maximum recommended dally intranasal dose in adults on a mog/m* basis, respectively) 
revealed fetal toxicity characteristic of potent corticosteroid compounds, including embryonic 
growth retardation, omphalocele, cleft palate, and retarded cranial ossification. 

In the rabbit, fetal weight reduction and cleft palate were observed at a subcutaneous 
Gose of 4 mcg/kg (less than the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on 
@ mog/m* basis). 

However, no teratogenic effects were reported at oral doses up to 300 meg/kg 
(approximately 25 times the maximum recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on a 
meg/m’ basis) of fluticasone propionate to the rabbit. No fluticasone propionate was detected in 
the plasma in this study, consistent with the established Jow bioavailability following oral 


FLONASE® (fluticasone propionate) Nasal Spray, 50 mcg 
administration (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY section of full prescribing information. 

Fluticasone propionate crossed the placenta following oral administration of 100 mcg/kg to 
fats or 300 meg/kg to rabbits (approximately 4 and 25 times, respectively, the maximum 
recommended daily intranasal dose in adults on a mog/m* basis) 

There are no adequate and well-controlled studies In pregnant women, Fluticasone 
propionate should be used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential 
risk to the fetus. 

Experience with oral corticosteroids since their introduction in pharmacologic, as opposed 
to physiologic, doses suggests that rodents are more prone to teratogenic efiects from 
Corticosteroids than humans. in addition, because Sere is a natural increase in corticosteroid 
production during pregnancy, most women will require a lower exogenous corticosteroid dose 
and many will not need corticosteroid treatment during pregnancy. 

Nursing Mothers: It is not known whether fluticasone propionate is excreted in human 
breast milk. When tritiated fluticasone propionate was administered to rats at 2 
subcutaneous dose of 10 meq/kg (less than the maximum recommended daily intranasal 
dose in adults on a mog/m* basis), radioactivity was excreted in the milk. Because other 
Corticosteroids are excreted in human milk, caution should be exercised when FLONASE 
Nasal Spray is administered to a nursing woman. 

Pediatric Use: Five hundred (500) patients aged 4 to 11 years of age and 440 patients aged 
12 to 17 years were studied in US clinical triaks with fluticasone propionate nasal spray, The 
Safety and effectiveness of FLONASE Nasal Spray in children below 4 years of age have not 
been established. 

Oral and, to @ less clear extent, inhaled and intranasal corticosteroids have been shown 

to have the potential to cause a reduction in growth velocity in children and adolescents with 
extended use, if a child of adolescent on any corticosteroid appears to have growth 
Suppression, the possibility that they are particularly sensitive to this effect of corticosteroids 
Should be considered (see PRECAUTIONS). 
Geriatric Use: A limited number of patients above 60 years of age (n=275) have been treated 
with FLONASE Nasal Spray in US and non-US clinical trals. While the number of patients is too 
Small to permit separate analysis of efficacy and safety, the adverse reactions reported in this 
population were similar to those reported by younger patients. 


ADVERSE REACTIONS: In controlled US studies, more than 3300 patients with seasonal 
allergic, perennial allergic, or perennial nonallergic rhinitis received treatment with 
intranasal fluticasone propionate. In general, adverse reactions in clinical studies have been 
primarily associated with irritation of the nasal mucous membranes, and the adverse 
reactions were reported with approximately the same frequency by patients treated with the 
vehicle itself. The complaints did not usually interfere with treatment. Less than 2% of 
patients in clinical trials discontinued because of adverse events; this rate was similar for 
vehicle placebo and active comparators. 

Systemic corticosteroid side effects were not reported during controlled clinical studies 
up to 6 months’ duration with FLONASE Nasal Spray. If recommended doses are exceeded, 
however, or if individuals are particularly sensitive, or taking FLONASE Nasal Spray in 
Conjunction with administration of other corticosteroids, symptoms of hypercorticism, e,9., 
Cushing's syndrome, could occur. 

The following incidence of common adverse reactions (>3%, where incidence in fluticasone 
propionate-treated subjects exceeded placebo) is besed upon 7 controled clinical trials in which 
536 patients (57 giris and 108 boys aged 4-11 years, 137 female and 234 male adolescents and 
adults) were treated with FLONASE Nasal Spray 200 mog once daily aver 2 to 4 weeks and 2 
controlled clinical trials in which 246 patients (119 female and 127 male adolescents and adults) 
were treated with FLONASE Nasal Spray 200 meg once daily over 6 months. Also included in the 
table are adverse events from 2 studies in which 167 chiidren (45 girls and 122 boys aged 4- 
11 years) were treated with FLONASE Nasal Spray 100 meg once daily for 2 to 4 weeks. 

Overall Adverse Experiences With >3% Incidence on Fluticasone Propionate 
in Controlled Clinical Trials With FLONASE Nasal Spray 
in Patients >4 Years With Seasonal or Perennial Allergic Rhinitis 


Adverse Experience 


Headache 
Pharyngitis 


Epistaxis 

Nasal buming/ 
nasal irritation 
Nausea/vomiting 
Asthma symptoms 
Cough 


Other adverse events that occurred in <3% but 21% of patients and that were more 

common with fluticasone propionate (with uncertain relationship to treatment) included: 
blood in nasal mucus, runny nose, abdominal pain, diarrhea, fever, flu-like symptoms, 
aches and pains, dizziness, bronchitis, 
Observed During Clinical Practice: In addition to adverse events reported from clinical trials, 
the following events have been identified during pestapproval use of fluticasone propionate in 
Clinical practice. Because they are reported voluntarily from a population of unknown size, 
estimates of frequency cannot be made. These events have been chosen for inclusion due to 
elther their seriousness, frequency of reporting, causal connection to fluticasone propionate, 
oecurrence during clinical trials, or a combination of these factors. 

General: Hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, skin rash, edema of the face and 
tongue, pruntus, urticaria, bronchospasm, wheezing, dyspnea, and anaphyfaxis/anaphylactoid 
reactions, which in rare instances were severe. 

Ear, Nose, and Throat: Alteration or loss of sense of taste and/or smell and, rarely, nasal 
septal perforation, nasal ulcer, sore throat, throat irritation and dryness, cough, hoarseness, 
and voice changes. 

Eye: Dryness and irritation, conjunctivitis, blurred vision, glaucoma, increased intraocular 
pressure, and cataracts. 


OVERDOSAGE: Chronic overdosage with FLONASE Nasal Spray may result in signs/symptoms 
of hypercorticism (see PRECAUTIONS). Intranasal administration of 2 mg (10 times the 
recommended dose) of fluticasone propionate twice daily for 7 days to healthy human volunteers 
was well tolerated. Single oral doses up to 16 mg have been studied in human volunteers with 
NO acute toxic effects reported. Repeat oral doses up to 80 mg daily for 10 days in volunteers 
and repeat oral dases up to 10 mg daily for 14 days in patients were well tolerated. Adverse 
Feactions were of mild or moderate severity, and incidences were similar in active and 
placebo treatment groups. Acule overdosage with this dosage form is unikely 
Since 1 bottle of FLONASE Nasal Spray contains approximately 8 mg of fluticasone propionate. 

The oral and subcutaneous median lethal doses in mice and rats were >1000 mg/kg 
(>20,000 and >41,000 times, respectively, the maximum recommended daily intranasal 
ose in adults and >10,000 ani >20,000 times, respectively, the maximum recommended 
Gaily intranasal dose in children on a ma/m* basis). 
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cnnsi.com/fantasy 
each week 
and play the 


Test your knowledge and 
skill against other sports fans 
by picking who you think 
will be on the cover of 
Sports Illustrated 
each week. 


You can win a trip to Maui, the 
Magic Isle, for 7 days/6 nights 
at The Outrigger Wailea Resort, 
airfare for 2 and a rental car! 
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Top scorers get their names on 


OFFICIAL RULES 
NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. PURCHASING 
WILL NOT IMPROVE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. 
Game ends September 30, 2002. Open to U.S. residents age 18 and 
above excluding Florida. For official rules log on to www.cnnsi.com 
or send a SASE to Guess the Cover Rules, P.0. Box 512, Atlanta, GA 
30301. Void in Florida and where prohibited. Limit one (1) entry 
per person, email address and household per week. 
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It's simple. Kids like to 
read about what theyre 
into. That's why there's 
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GREEN BAY 


Newly arrived bad boy Terry Glenn is healthy and wealthy, but is he finally wise? 


HE HAD his boys, some 

beverages and a big-screen 

television. Last Super Bowl 

Sunday, in the basement of 
his Columbus, Ohio, home, Terry Glenn 
was doing the same thing as millions of 
other people—stretching out on a sofa and 
settling in for kickoff with a bunch of bud- 
dies. But ordinary fans didn’t have friends 
teasing them. (“You wish you were there, 
don’t you?”) They didn’t experience the 
gut-wrenching jealousy that shot through 
Glenn when the Patriots won or the am- 
bivalence he felt when a pal asked if he 
would get a Super Bowl ring. “I said I 
wouldn’t know what to do with one,’ says 
Glenn, who didn’t receive a ring after 
being suspended three times by the Pa- 
triots last season for various infractions 
and missing 15 games, including the Super 
Bowl. “As much as I wanted to be there, I 
also want to feel part of a team. Watching 
that game made me hungry.” 

No player enters this season under more 
scrutiny than the 28-year-old Glenn, who 
was acquired by the Packers in March for 
two draft choices. He’s football’s most no- 
torious bad boy, a seven-year veteran who, 
as quarterback Brett Favre says, seems as 
though he’s been around longer because 
of the publicity he has generated. Still, 


NEW TWIST 


> Darren Sharper, who already was 
one of the game's best free safeties, 
will take on the job of being the 
secondary’s emotional leader. For 12 
years that role was filled by LeRoy 
Butler, the recently retired strong 
safety whose candid personality was 
well-suited to the job. By contrast 
Sharper, 26, is a soft-spoken type 
who'll have to become more vocal. 


Glenn has tried to leave his baggage in 
New England. So far in Green Bay he has 
worked hard, though minor injuries to 
both knees kept him out of some practices 
and the first two preseason games. He has 
been up front in discussing the seasonlong 
feud with the Patriots that involved his vi- 
olating the NFL's substance abuse policy 
by missing a drug test, New England’s 
withholding $8.5 million of his $11.5 mil- 
lion signing bonus, and his filing a griev- 
ance against the Patriots and a lawsuit 


AL TIELEMANS 


against the league (both of which, along 
with the team’s countergrievance, were 
dropped when the trade was made). 
Second chances are not unusual for a 
player with the hands, quickness, speed 
and body control of Glenn. He says he’s 
motivated, and if that’s true, Glenn should 
help the Packers improve on last season’s 
12-4 record. “The guy is capable of 100 


Green, who had a team-high 62 catches 
last season, will get some help this year. 


Ahman Green has really improved. With him 
running, they’ve now got the balance that 
Mike Holmgren always wanted.... The 
turnover in personnel at wide receiver could hurt. The 
West Coast offense involves timing, memorization of 
plays and making small adjustments. That’s going to be 
tough for those young receivers. . . . Their offensive line 
is solid, and with Brett Favre’s quick release and vision, 
they just have to hold their blocks for a couple of sec- 
onds. Depending on how long he’s out, the injury 
[broken thumb] to center Mike Flanagan could hurt—he 
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SCHEDULE 
ATLANTA 
at New Orleans 


at Detroit 
CAROLINA 


at Chicago (Mon.)* 
at New England 
WASHINGTON 
Open date 


MIAMI (Mon.) 
DETROIT 

at Minnesota 
at Tampa Bay 


was the quarterback of the line. For now, they’ll have to 
rely on backup Frank Winters, who's 38.... Bubba 
Franks doesn’t have speed at tight end, although he’s a 
decent blocker. People were down on him because he 
dropped some balls last year, but | think Favre’s velocity 
might be a factor. I’m sure he has broken a lot of fingers 
in his career.... They’re thin at linebacker except for 
Hardy Nickerson. He stays in outstanding shape, and 
even though he’s not big [6’ 2”, 230 pounds], he has 
range and smarts. .. . By adding Joe Johnson, the defen- 
sive line becomes formidable. He’s going to take pressure 
off the secondary because the pass rush will be much 
stronger. ...1 don’t see any holes at cornerback. They 


have three solid cover guys, and Mike 55 


CHICAGO 
MINNESOTA 
at San Francisco 
BUFFALO 
at N.Y. Jets 


*Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 28 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .465 
Games against playoff teams: 7 


McKenzie is a phenomenal athlete. He can 
jump for balls with any receiver in the league. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Mike Sherman; third season with Green Bay (2I-II in NFL) 
200! RECORD: 12-4 (second in NFC Central) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 21/3/6; defense 16/15/12 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 


QB Brett Favre 6 510 att. 3l4comp. 61.6% 3,92l yds. 32TDs 15 int. 94.1 rtg. 

RB Ahman Green 15 304att. I,387yds. 46avg. 62rec. 594yds. 9.6 avg. i TDs 

RB Rondell Mealey 195 Il att. 37 yds. 3.4avg. 2rec. 3I yds. 15.5 avg. ITD 

FB WilliamHenderson 298 6 att. Il yds. 1.8 avg. 2i rec. I93yds. 9.2avg. OTDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

y RTerryGlenn 93 14 rec 204 yds. D TLE Vonnie Holliday 46tackles 7 sacks 

WR Robert Ferguson [89 Orec. O yds. OTDs LT Gilbert Brown I5tackles Osacks 
Javon Walker (R) 192 45 re 344 yds. 7TDs RT  Cletidus Hunt IStackles O sacks 

TE Bubba Franks 53 36rec. 322 yds. 9TDs RE Joe Johnson 53tackles 9 sacks 

K RyanLongwell 238 44/45 XPs 20/31FGs 104 pts. 

KR Rondell Mealey 195 4ret. 15.8 avg. OTDs Nate Wayne 59 tackles 5 sacks 

LT Chad Clifton 6’ 5” 327 lbs. 14 games 13 starts Mike McKenzie 54tackles 2 int. 

LG Mike Wahle 6’ 6” 310 Ibs. 16 games 16 starts Antuan Edwards Stackles Oint. 

C Mike Flanagan 6'5”" 297lbs. (Ggames (6 starts Darren Sharper 7Otackles 6 int. 

RG Marco Rivera 6’ 4” 310 Ibs. 16 games _ 6 starts Tyrone Williams 76tackles 4 int. 

RT Mark Tauscher 6’3” 320 lbs. I6games_ [6 starts Josh Bidwell 82punts 42.5 avg. 


Ritrceticnin (R) Rookie (statistics for final college year) Hae Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98)’ 


4 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


“By adding Johnson the line becomes formidable. 
He’s going to take pressure off the secondary.” 


catches,’ Favre says. “He has to get used to 
starting over, which is hard. But I know 
he’s trying. We know he can catch. We 
want him to be comfortable.” 

Favre has done his part. Shortly after 
Glenn’s arrival in Green Bay, Favre took 
him golfing; during camp Favre made sure 
Glenn saw plenty of passes, to build his 
confidence and the chemistry between the 
two. In return the receiver has credited 
Favre for easing the transition. “He’s a 
draw-it-up-in-the-dirt- 
type quarterback,’ Glenn 
says. “If the play is a 
comeback and some- 
thing goes wrong, I 
know I can’t give up. As 
long as I get open, he'll find me.” 

Glenn faces added pressure this fall be- 
cause he’s the most experienced wideout 
on the roster. Though Green Bay was third 
in passing offense last season, the team 
replaced its three top receivers because 
they were injury-prone, ineffective or lazy 
enough to agitate Favre. Along with Glenn 
the Packers need rookie first-round pick 
Javon Walker (Florida State) and inexpe- 
rienced players such as Donald Driver, 
Robert Ferguson and Charles Lee to en- 
ergize an air attack that in 2001 relied 
heavily on running back Ahman Green, 
who had a team-high 62 receptions. 

Glenn will play flanker and move into 
the slot in three-wide-receiver sets, but he'll 
have to prove that his 5' 11", 195-pound 
frame can withstand the pounding that 
comes from playing in the West Coast of- 
fense. His career includes a broken col- 
larbone (’97) and ankle (’98), along with 
assorted hamstring injuries. He also must 
avoid a repeat of last year’s off-field 
drama. “Time will assure me more than 
anything,’ says coach Mike Sherman. “Ad- 
versity will come, and that will be the true 
test of whether he can handle it” 

Glenn claims he’s ready. Of his past dif- 
ficulties he says, “I was naive. There’s no 
beating the NFL or the Patriots. Looking 
back, I would’ve done things differently.” 

The wait-and-see attitude of some in 
Green Bay doesn’t bother Glenn. “People 
have their doubts, but that’s a blessing,’ 
he says. “I got a little complacent in New 
England and probably needed a change. 
That experience helped me grow. And 
there’s no way I would trade that for a 
Super Bowl ring” —Jeffri Chadiha 


Does ‘I love you’ mean more 
during peak hours? 


For a long time, we've accepted that some words 
cost more than others because of the time of 
day they're said, or because of the distance they 


have to travel. 
It's wrong. And now it’s over. 


Introducing The Neighborhood, a new nationwide 
local phone company. Finally, a place where all 
words are equal—whether you're speaking to 
someone next door or across the country. Where 
you get more freedom, without paying more for it. 
For $49.99 - $59.99 (the price varies by state) you get: 
e unlimited long distance 
e unlimited local 
e calling features: 
— call waiting 
— caller ID 
— voicemail 
— three-way calling 
— speed dial 
One monthly price. From one place. A place 
where words have the power they deserve. 


1-800-285-FREE 


www.TheNeighborhood.com Neighborhood 


built by mci 


set your words free 


Neighborhood Complete plan for residential voice service only. Add'l Network Access Charge of $6/month 
for the st line, Federal Universal Service fee, in-state fees and taxes apply. Call for availability. 
© 2002 WorldCom, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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Bears 


The outlook will be positively bullish if quarterback Jim Miller can raise his game 


FORGET FOR a moment 

that Jim Miller is an immo- 

bile journeyman quarter- 

back with a history of fra- 
gility. Ignore the fact that four teams gave 
up on him before he arrived in Chicago in 
1998, and only one, Pittsburgh, had ever 
named him to start on opening day. 
(Miller lost the job before the first game 
of the 96 season was over.) As for reports 
that Chicago was interested in acquiring 
Drew Bledsoe in the off-season, forget 
them too. 

All you have to know is this: The Bears 
believe in Miller. He won’t dazzle anybody 
with his skills, and he long ago stopped 
trying to. What he will do is take the blame 
for any offensive misfortune, study every 
nuance of the offense, and never try to do 
something he knows he can’t do. He is the 
Everyman signal-caller, competing in an 
era in which gritty, team-first quarterbacks 
like him are winning Super Bowls. Balti- 
more won in 2000 with Trent Dilfer, New 
England took last season’s title with Tom 
Brady. Now the Bears will try to go all the 
way with Miller, who admits, “I know I’m 
not going to break any records in this 
league. I just want to win some games.” 

In that department Miller has done 
pretty well. The Bears were 11-2 in games 


NEW TWIST 


& Look for second-year running 
back Anthony Thomas to display 
more versatility. Although last season 
he rushed for 1,183 yards, he caught 
only 22 passes, primarily because 
third-down back James Allen was 
so effective as a receiver. The Bears 
want Thomas on the field for every 
snap so foes won't automatically 
think pass on third down. 


"16 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


he started last season. Still, the common 
perception was that the offense was the 
weak link—after all, the defense gave up 
only 21 touchdowns, second fewest in the 
league—and that Miller’s main contribu- 
tion was simply avoiding errors. This year 
he must contribute. 

That should be easier because Miller fi- 
nally can play without looking over his 
shoulder. Though his 2001 passer rating 
(74.9) ranked 12th among NFC quarter- 
backs, his career highs in attempts (395), 


completions (228), yards (2,299), touch- 
downs (13) and games played (14) earned 
him a five-year contract potentially worth 
a reported $20 million. To make Miller 
feel even more comfortable, Chicago re- 
leased Shane Matthews, last season’s 
opening-game starter. As a backup, the 
Bears signed 15-year veteran Chris Chan- 
dler, whom Miller played behind in At- 


A sharper receiving corps should help 
the middling Miller earn a passing grade. 


Bahai NHOr 


lanta in °97. Though Chandler is more tal- 
ented and experienced than Miller, he also 
is comfortable supporting his close friend. 
“They're similar guys,’ says Bears coach 
Dick Jauron. “They work hard, and they’re 
students of the game. I watch them in 
practice, and they’re always talking about 
what they see and why they made certain 
decisions. They really push each other.” 

Miller shouldr’t lack for targets. The first 
option is Marty Booker, who set a team 
record last season with 
100 receptions. Marcus 
Robinson is coming off 
reconstructive left knee 
surgery, but in 99 he 
had 1,400 receiving 
yards. Speedy third-year receiver Dez White 
might be ready to break out, and David Ter- 
rell spent the off-season refining his route- 
running, an area of criticism in his rookie 
year. An improved passing game might take 
pressure off running back Anthony Thomas 
and make the attack less conservative. 

Last year, Miller swears, the offense was 
unfairly knocked. “What people don’t un- 
derstand is that we were one of the least 
penalized teams in the Bears’ 80-year ex- 
istence,’ he says. “We lost eight fumbles 
and had only 17 sacks [a league low]. Plus, 
I was coming back from an Achilles tear, 
David and Anthony were rookies and we 
lost Marcus. An offensive coordinator 
needs to trust his players, and we had lots 
of guys moving in and out of the lineup. 
We're a lot more mature now.” 

So is the defense, which has nine 
starters returning to a unit that should 
again be among the league’s best. 

For Miller, the only major concern is at 
left tackle. After releasing Blake Brocker- 
meyer, Chicago is hoping either Bernard 
Robertson, who didn’t play last season, or 
first-round pick Marc Colombo can be an 
effective successor. 

Whoever the starter is, he and the rest of 
the line will concentrate on protecting 
Miller, a beloved figure because of his 
work ethic and reluctance to complain 
while holding clipboards behind Matthews 
and Cade McNown. “We’ve all watched 
over the years as people said Jim would 
start, and then somebody else would get 
the job,” says offensive tackle James (Big 
Cat) Williams. “It had to put stress on him. 
But he’s our Number 1 guy now, and he 
has to feel good knowing that.” —J.C. 


“Anthony Thomas isn’t a special back, but he’s 
durable. If he goes down, they’re in trouble.” 


a 


Their linebackers are the strength of the whole 
‘5 fa team. If the big guys up front let them make 

plays, they'll be tough to stop. It’s going to be 
critical for Keith Traylor and Ted Washington to stay 
healthy and in shape because they've both been around 
the league for II or [2 years. Phillip Daniels and Bryan 
Robinson are solid run-stopping ends, and Keith McKenzie 
will help their pass rush if he’s healthy. ... At corner- 
back, Roosevelt Williams is going to have to play well for 
them even though he’s a rookie. To me, they only have 
one legitimate cornerback, and that’s R.W. McQuarters. 


NFL PHOTOS 


They have to find somebody to help him or that’s going to 
be a weakness. .. . | like big, physical receivers, and they 
have plenty. Dez White needs to start doing something. 
He doesn’t have confidence. You can tell on film that he 
doesn’t think he’s a starter. He doesn’t have natural 
hands, and he’s a bit stiff as a route-runner, but overall 
he’s just too talented to not be better than he is... . 
Anthony Thomas isn’t a special back, but he’s powerful, 
fast, durable and has a lot of qualities you want in a run- 
ning back. If he goes down, though, they’re in trouble. 
Leon Johnson is only good as a situational back... . The 
strength of their offensive line is in the middle. Big Cat 
[James Williams] is getting old, and they lost Blake 
Brockermeyer. Mare Colombo is a tough kid 

who’s known for his pass-blocking, and they 

really need him to step up at left tackle. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Dick Jauron; fourth season with Chicago (24-24 in NFL) 


200! RECORD: (3-3 (first in NFC Central) 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [Ai wy 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 

NFL rank: T25 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .477 
Games against playoff teams: 8 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Bears 


MINNESOTA 

at Atlanta 

NEW ORLEANS 
at Buffalo 


GREEN BAY (Mon.) 
Open date 

at Detroit 

at Minnesota 


PHILADELPHIA 
NEW ENGLAND 
at St. Louis (Mon.) 
DETROIT 


at Green Bay 

at Miami (Mon.) 
N.Y. JETS 

at Carolina 
TAMPA BAY 


Home games played in Champaign, Ill. 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense !7/24/T26; defense 2/29/15 


QB Jim Miller 104 395att. 228comp. 577%  2,299yds. I3TDs Oint. 74.9 rtg. 
RB AnthonyThomas 23 278att. I,I83yds. 4.3avg. 22rec. I78 yds. 8.1 avg. 7 TDs 
RB LeonJohnson 247 20 att. 99 yds. 5.0 avg. Irec. O yds. O.0avg. 4TDs 
FB DaimonShelton 363 O att. 0 yds. noavg. I2rec. 76 yds. 63avg. ITD 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


WR Marty Booker 26 
WR David Terrell 


100 rec. 
179 34rec. 
Dez White 206 45rec. 
Fred Baxter 217 22rec. 148 yds. 
Paul Edinger 231 34/34 XPs 26/31 FGs 
LeonJohnson 247 28 ret. 
LeonJohnson 247 1/4 ret. 


1,071 yds. 
415 yds. 
428 yds. 


8 TDs 
4TDs 
OTDs 
2TDs 
112 pts. 
0 TDs 
OTDs 


LE Bryan Robinson 
LT Ted Washington 
RT Keith Traylor 

RE Phillip Daniels 
OLB Rosevelt Colvin 
MLB Brian Urlacher 
OLB Warrick Holdman 


9.1 avg. 


20.4 avg. 


Bernard Robertson 6'3” 310 Ibs. Ogames  Ostarts CB Jerry Azumah 
Rex Tucker 6'5”" 315 Ibs, \6games ({6starts | SS Mike Green 

Olin Kreutz 6'2" 293lbs. IG games [6starts ] FS Mike Brown 
Chris Villarrial 6'3” 3I0 Ibs. IG6games [{6starts | CB  R.W. McQuarters 
James Williams 6'7” 332 Ibs. 16 games I6starts | P Brad Maynard 


"PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


SEPTEMBER 


37 tackles 4/ sacks 
26 tackles 1% sacks 
27 tackles 2 sacks 
44 tackles 9 sacks 
59 tackles 10 sacks 
89 tackles 6 sacks 
93 tackles 1% sacks 
49 tackles | int. 

63 tackles 3 sacks 
55 tackles 5 int. 

64 tackles 3 int. 


87 punts 42.6 avg. 


2, 2002 7 
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MINNESOTA 


Coordinator Willie Shaw has put some teeth in one of the league’s worst defenses 


HE REMAINS recogniz- 
able by his confident, pur- 
poseful stride. There are a 
few more flecks of gray in 
his neatly trimmed hair, but 
he is much the same as he 
B was in 1999, the last time 
he ran an NFL defense. His raspy voice 
still has a commanding tone, and when 
you ask about his philosophy the answer 
doesn’t change: Attack, attack, attack. 

Willie Shaw knows no other way to 
coach, and after being promoted to de- 
fensive coordinator last February, he was 
eager to revamp the Vikings’ abysmal de- 
fense. Shaw, who was Minnesota’s sec- 
ondary coach, takes over a unit that 
ranked among the league’s worst the last 
three years and was a major factor (354.1 
yards allowed per game, 27th in the NFL) 
in the team’s plummet to 5-11 last season. 
The Vikings could stop neither the run 
(yielding 4.8 yards per carry) nor the pass 
(opposing quarterbacks completed 60.9% 
of their attempts), and they surrendered 
24.4 points a game, more than all but five 
teams in the league. 

The 58-year-old Shaw has faced tougher 
tasks. In 1998 he took charge of a Raiders 
defense that had ranked 30th in the NFL 
and transformed it into the league’s fifth- 
best unit a year later. Though Jon Gruden, 
Oakland’s coach at the time, shocked his 
players by firing Shaw after the 99 season 
because of a clash of personalities, Shaw 
left the Bay Area a popular leader who was 
sure to rise to a coordinator’s post again. 

During this past off-season Shaw and 
new Minnesota coach Mike Tice focused 
on free agents as the way to improve the 
defense. The first player they landed was 


In Shaw’s attacking scheme young 
players like Hall have to make big plays. 


es SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


AL TIELEMANS 


end Kenny Mixon, a dominant run stopper 
used primarily on first and second down 
by the Dolphins, but who the Vikings hope 
will be an every-down contributor. Then 
came end Lorenzo Bromell, a tenacious 
pass rusher and Mixon’s former teammate 
in Miami. Add that pair to the defensive 
line mix that also includes tackle Chris 
Hovan, the best returning starter, and end 
Lance Johnstone, who is coming off a dis- 
appointing season but had 21 sacks over 
two seasons under Shaw in Oakland, and 
Minnesota should be better at stuffing the 
run and rattling quarterbacks. 

“We have size and speed, but right now 
all we've got is an aggregate of good players 
trying to find a way to play together,’ says 
Shaw, whose retooled defense will have as 
many as eight new starters. “But good play- 
ers don’t win games, good teams do.” 


There’s pressure on the veteran line to 
come through, because the rest of the de- 
fense lacks experience. Middle linebacker 
Henri Crockett, a six-year veteran, will be 
flanked by Patrick Chukwurah and Le- 
manski Hall, who have 16 career starts 


NEW TWIST 


> After years of running three-wide- 
receiver, one-back sets, the Vikings 
will use a two-tight-end formation 
more often, helping quarterback 


Daunte Culpepper with his reads and 
opening up the passing game. This 
formation forces a defense to show 
which side is the strong one; when 
a safety creeps up to defend the run, 
Culpepper will know what to do. 


between them. Cornerback Corey Cha- 
vous, another free-agent signee, from the 
Arizona Cardinals, could have two first- 
year safeties behind him, rookie free agent 
Kyries Hebert and third-round draft pick 
Willie Offord. 

“We're going to get after people” Hovan 
says. “Last year we spent a lot of time hold- 
ing our blocks so the linebackers could 
make plays, which obviously didn’t work 
too well. This year we have the Big Dog 
Defense. The defensive 
linemen will be the ones 
to make things happen. 
We'll be asked to pene- 
trate and if we’re not 
making plays, this de- 
fense won’t work.” 

Adds Bromell, “We have a lot of new 
guys but we can all run. With this group, 
everybody will get to the ball, and that’s 
big because that’s when you create 
turnovers.” 

The defense isn’t the only thing that 
needs to be resurrected. The offense was a 
shambles after the 2001 training camp 
death of tackle Korey Stringer. Quarterback 
Daunte Culpepper didn’t approach his 
breakout season of 2000, and Randy Moss 
was more distraction—particularly after 
his comments about not always playing as 
hard as he can—than superstar. In addi- 
tion, running back Michael Bennett, the 
team’s first-round draft 
pick, started slowly and 
7 was ineffective in a limited 

role. This fall, Minnesota is 

emphasizing getting the 
a _ ball to Moss and encour- 

aging Culpepper to im- 
prove his preparation. 

“You need a good of- 
fense to help your defense 
stay fresh, and we didn’t 
have that last year,” says 
Pro Bowl center Matt Birk. 
On the whole, the team 
needed an attitude adjust- 
ment, and that’s where 
Shaw comes in. “Willie’s 
whole mind-set is to be ag- 
gressive,” Crockett says. 
“He's an initiator. He wants 
[the other team] to adjust 
to what we’re doing, and 
that’s what we're going to 
try to accomplish” —J.C. 


“Chavous is their wild card. He’s easily their best 


(REGUS Umi ern ea iam "PVA: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Vikings 


Ss 
They’ve helped themselves a lot. Even with the 
ish loss of Cris Carter [retired], their receivers will 

be much better overall. D’Wayne Bates gives 
them size and good hands, Derrick Alexander is lazy but 
has great speeds, and Cedric James is a sleeper... . | 
know it’s going to be harder to get Randy Moss the ball, 
but | think Mike Tice is going to make an effort to do 
it... Michael Bennett should improve in his second pro 
season. | don’t know if he struggled with the playbook, 
but he was hesitant running the ball last fall... . They 
have depth and experience at tight end. Jim Kleinsasser 


NFL PHOTOS 


at Chicago* 


5 9 BUFFALO 
corner, but he’s also good enough to play safety. CAROLINA 
at Seattle 
and Hunter Goodwin are decent blockers, and Byron Open date 
Chamberlain can get up the field and make plays... . The aeeay 
offensive line should be better [when Bryant McKinnie tae tid 


ends his holdout]. He’s better than any tackle they had 
last year. . .. They didn’t have much talent on defense, so 
anybody they added had to be an improvement. Kenny 
Mixon, a good run defender, and Henri Crockett should 
make a big difference. Lorenzo Bromell is a better pass 
rusher than Lance Johnstone. . . . They have some young 
guys who can run in that defense, but they still need two 
cornerbacks, Corey Chavous is their wild card. He’s eas- 
ily their best cornerback, but he’s also good enough to 
play safety. He understands the nuances of the game 
well enough to decrease the impact of losing 

safety Robert Griffith [to free agency], but they 5 a | 


can’t afford to put him there. 


at Tampa Bay 
N.Y. GIANTS 
GREEN BAY 

at New England 
ATLANTA 

at Green Bay 

at New Orleans 
MIAMI (Sat.) 

at Detroit 


*Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI3 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .504 
Games against playoff teams: 8 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Mike Tice; first full season with Minnesota (O-I in NFL) 

200! RECORD: 5-1! (fourth in NFC Central) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 25/7/12; defense 30/18/27 

OFFENSIVE BACKS [Ais 

QB Daunte Culpepper 25 366 att. 235comp. 64.2% 2,612 yds. l4TDs 13 int. 83.3 rtg. 

RB MichaelBennett 89 {72att. 682yds. 4.0 avg. 29rec. 226 yds. 78 avg. 3TDs 

RB Moe Williams 290 65att. 29! yds. 4.5 avg. 23 rec. 2l0 yds. Ql avg. OTDs 

FB HaroldMorrow 327 I2att. 67 yds. 5.6 avg. (3 rec. l42yds. l0.9 avg. OTDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Randy Moss 14 82rec. 1,233 yds. 1|OTDs LE Kenny Mixon 

WR D'Wayne Bates 163 Qrec. {60 yds. ITD LT ‘Fred Robbins 

WR Derrick Alexander 150 27rec. 470yds. 3TDs RT Chris Hovan 29 tackles 6 sacks 
Byron Chamberlain 57rec. 666yds. 3TDs RE LanceJohnstone 29 tackles 5% sacks 
Doug Brien 2/2XPs 5/6FGs_ 17 pts. OLB Patrick Chukwurah Stackles 2) sacks 
Nick Davis (R) 20 ret. i23avg. OTDs MLB Henri Crockett 46 tackles | int. 
Nick Davis (R) 27ret. 22.0 avg. OTDs OLB RaonallSmith(R) 79 tackles % sack 
Lewis Kelly 6'4" 306 lbs. 4games Ostarts }CB Corey Chavous 6l tackles | int. 
Corbin Lacina 6'4" 31i4lbs. Ilgames {[Ostarts]SS Willie Offord (R) 84 tackles | int. 
Matt Birk 6'4” 308 lbs. [6 games I6 starts }FS Ronnie Bradford 5i tackles 0 int. 
David Dixon 6'5" 359 lbs. ISgames [4 starts ] CB Eric Kelly 62 tackles 2 int. 
Chris Liwienski 6'5” 32Ilbs. {6 games |6 starts JP 85 punts 38.9 avg. 


25 tackles 2 sacks 
I8 tackles 2 sacks 


Kyle Richardson 
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> CORNERBACK Todd 
<. Lyght says things have 
already changed for the 
better in the Lions’ sec- 
ondary. He could see 
the difference in the first preseason game, 
after he bit on a head fake by Ravens 
wide receiver Travis Taylor. A year ago 
Lyght wouldn’t have played that aggres- 
sively, because he wasn’t sure the safety 
backing him up could cover those mis- 
takes. But then Brian Walker, a free-agent 
pickup from the Dolphins, glided over 
and intercepted Chris Redman’s pass. For 
most teams preseason moments are noth- 
ing to get excited about, but an instantly 
hopeful Lyght latched on to that one be- 
cause there were so few positives last 
year, when Detroit went 2-14. The sec- 
ondary figured prominently in that woe- 
ful effort, and if the busted coverages and 
breakdowns in key situations persist, it 
will be hard for the Lions to make sig- 
nificant improvement. 

Detroit’s best chance to win is with de- 
fense, because the offense is suspect. 
Second-year quarterback Mike McMahon 
(three starts as a rookie) will start ahead 
of first-round draft pick Joey Harrington, 
the Lions don’t have a true No. 1 receiver 
(free-agent pickup Az Hakim, the Rams’ 


> With the retirement of Stephen 

Boyd, Chris Claiborne becomes the 
starter at middle linebacker. Playing 
in the middle at USC, Claiborne won 


the Butkus Award in 1998. He was 
versatile enough to play on the 
weak side for the last three seasons 
in Detroit, but he’s most comfortable 
calling the signals and making an 
impact from the inside. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


fourth wideout in recent years, being the 
closest thing), and the line got banged up 
in the preseason. 

By contrast Detroit has a talented de- 
fensive line led by Pro Bowl end Robert 
Porcher, a playmaking middle linebacker 
in Chris Claiborne and that overhauled 
defensive backfield. In addition to Walker, 
the Lions signed two other free agents— 
safety Corey Harris and 13-year corner- 
back Eric Davis—and drafted cornerbacks 
André Goodman (third round) and Chris 


la 
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Areinforced defense will have to hold the line while it waits for the offense to get in gear 


Cash (sixth). Only Lyght, a 12-year veter- 
an, and fellow corner Terry Fair are 
holdovers from last season. “We’ve im- 
proved the secondary,’ says new defensive 
coordinator Kurt Schottenheimer. “We 
brought in two good, athletic safeties, and 
we've got depth at cornerback. We just 
need one guy who can consistently win 
battles with receivers.” 


With his relentless pass rush, Porcher 
will give the Lions’ secondary time to jell. 
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FREE OFFICIALLY LICENSED 
NFL TAILGATE CHAIR 


When you make qualifying transaction(s) # 


lc 7 y 
— As > No Annual F 
SHY Apply Today! hrs 
— | | > Introductory Annual Percentage 
VWISA | | AEN | Call 1-866-438-6262. Rate (APR) for cash advance 
ea LL Use priority code NP4W. checks and balance transfers’ 


*This is a one-time offer for new Customers who respond to this advertisement, apply for, and are approved for the Platinum Plus or 
Preferred card and then use the account to make any combination of purchase and/or cash advance transactions totalling at least $25: 
All qualifying transactions must occur within the same month ending on or before July 31, 2002. Limit one tailgate chair (est. retail 
value: $30.00) per new account. The tailgate chair will feature the logo of the card you have chosen. Please allow 10-12 weeks for deliv- 
ery after qualifying. Supplies are limited. This promotion is sponsored by MBNA America Bank, N.A, Restrictions apply. Sponsor 
reserves the right to substitute item of equal or greater value. “NFU’ and the NFL Shield are registered trademarks of the National 
Football League. Team name(s) and logo(s) are the trademarks of the team(s) indicated. 

This credit card program is issued and administered by MBNA America Bank, N.A. Visa is a federally registered service mark of Visa 


U.S.A., Inc,. and is used by MBNA pursuant to license. MBNA, MBNA America, MBNA ShopSafe, MBNA.com and Platinum Plus are 
service marks of MBNA America Bank, N.A. 


Check one box for the design you prefer. (If you do not make a selection, the National Football League Shield card will be chosen for you.) 
Priority code: NP4W 


Cordinals CON-131-13 Bengals oD JX-137-K4 Titans OD JX-143-89 Saints O JX-150-15 49ers 0 JX-157-26 
Falcons OX-132-KA Browns 1 IX-138-HR Colls OD JX-144-F6 Giants OJX-151-20 Seahawks 1 IX-158-D6 
Ravens OD N-133-41 Cowboys 2 JX-139-18 Jaguars OD IN-145-4l Jets OO X-152-P Rams 2 X-159-7R 
Bills  JX-134-24 Broncos OF JN-140-EE Chiefs 2D JX-146-5F Raiders OIX-1S$-NT Buccaneers C0. JX-160-8F 
Panthers CH IX-155-WGi Lions OO JX-141-66 Dolphins OD) JX-147-27 Eagles O) JX-154-b) Redskins 2 JX-161-XY 
Bears OD JX-136-M7 Pockers OH JX-142-NR Vikings TD JN- 148-66 Steelers OO JX-155-EF Texans OF RA-496-KE 
Patriots OO IX-149-4N Chorgers OO IK-156-¢Y Shield CHJN-162-88 
Before completing this application, you should Do you have a rotal yearly household income of $15,000 or greater? (Not applicable to students)$ =O) Yes I 
be able to answer “Yes” to these questions: Is your credit history clear of bankruptcies or seriously delinquent accounts? C1 Yes [) No 


Print your name as you would like it to appear on card. Please print clearly in black or blue ink. 


Social “ : Birth / / 

Name Security # jute 
(Must be 18 to apply) 

Mother's 
Address maiden name 

(for security purposes) 

Monthly Are you: GC) Homeowner 
City State ZIP housing payment $ . Renter 

Other 
Years at residence: 
Home phone ( ) a Business phone ( ) 7 
Years 
te tt 
Employer Position - . ere Dike: 
(lf eebecenlyed please state the nature of your business.) wid Suter peas: specity the name of ypur . t 
Please send an additional card at no extra cost for: : ore 
Total gross yearly 
Relationship: household income 

X Date ! ! Source of other income! 
\) nn ee 


\ ETO THE CONDITIONS APPEARING ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM Alimony, child support, or separate maintenance income need not be 
rege SN MDaY cuceGr ni TERMS OF THE CREDIT CARD AGREEMENT, INCLUDING ARBITRATION. revealed if you do not wish it considered as a basis for repayment. 


MOISTEN, FOLD, SEAL, AND MAIL. PLEASE DO NOTTAPE OR STAPLE. 


DETAILS OF RATE, FEE, AND OTHER COST INFORMATION 
As required by law, rates, fees, and other costs of this credit card offer are disclosed here. All account terms are governed by 
the Credit Card Agreement sent with the card. Account and Agreement terms are not guaranteed for any period of time; all terms 
may change in accordance with the Agreement and applicable law. 


Annual fee Co oC 


Annual Percentage Rate Platinum Plus or Preferred account: of 
(APR) for purchases 1 2.99 Yo 


Other APRs 


Balance Transfer and Cash Advance APR is 12.99%. 
1.7% Introductory APR for Balance Transfers and Credit Card Cash Advance Checks 
through your first six statement closing dates, or earlier if your payment is late; after that, 
12.99%. See explanation below.4 


Grace period for repayment of | Atleast 25 days, if each month, we receive payment in full of your New Balance Total by 
balance for purchases the Payment Due Date. 


Method of computing the Average Daily Balance (including new transactions). 
balance for purchases 
Transaction fees for cash 
advances and fees for 
paying late or exceeding 
the credit limit 
Transaction fee 
for purchases 


Transaction fee for Bank and ATM cash advances: 3% of each cash advance 
(minimum $5). Transaction fee for credit card cash advance checks and balance 
transfers: 3% of each cash advance (minimum $5, maximum $40). Late-payment 
fee: $29. Over-the-credit-limit fee: $29. 
Transaction fee for the purchase of wire transfers, person-to-person money 
transfers, money orders, bets, lottery tickets, and casino gaming chips: 3% of 
each such purchase (minimum $5). 


aThe Introductory APR is effective upon the opening of your account and is not applicable to Bank and ATM Cash Advances. 
When your minimum monthly payment is late (/.e., not received by 2 p.m., ET, on its Payment Due Date), or when the 
Introductory APR expires, the non-introductory APR is applied to new and outstanding Cash Advance balances (consisting of 
Balance Transfer and Cash Advance Check Haneee on lf your payment is late, the non-introductory APR is applied to those 


balances as of the first day of the billing cycle in which the payment was late or not received. The non-introductory APR for 
Platinum Plus and Preferred accounts may change. MBNA allocates your payments to balances (including new transactions) 
with lower APRs before balances with higher APRs. 


CONDITIONS 


| have read this application, and everything | have stated is true. | am at least 18 years of age and either a United States citizen or a permanent resident of the U.S. or Puerto 
Rico. | authorize MBNA America Bank, N. A. (“MBNA”) to review my credit and employment histories and any other information in order to process this application, service 
my account, and manage its relationship with me. | consent to MBNA’s sharing of information about me and my account with the organization endorsing this credit card 
program, | authorize MBNA to share with others, to the extent permitted by law, such information and its credit experience with me. In addition, | may as a Customer later 
indicate a preference to exempt my account from some of the information-sharing with other companies (“opt-out”). If | accept or use an account, | do so subject to the 
terms of this application, and the Credit Card Agreement as it may be amended; | also agree to pay all charges incurred under such terms. Any changes | make to the terms 
of this application will have no effect. | understand that if this application is approved for an account with a credit line of less than $5,000, | will receive a Preferred card. 
| accept that on a periodic basis an account may be considered for automatic upgrade at MBNA’s discretion. | consent to and authorize MBNA, any of its affiliates, or its 
marketing associates to monitor and/or record any of my phone conversations with any of their representatives. 


The information contained in this application was accurate as of 7/2002 and may have changed after that date. For more current information, please call 


aon toll-free at 1-866-438-6262.TTY users, please call 1-800-833-6262. The MBNA Privacy Notice is available at MBNA.com and accompanies the cred- 
it card. 


©2002 MBNA America Bank, N.A. AD-07-02-0363 
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Davis, playing for his third team in 
three seasons, and Lyght are savvy but 
have lost a step. Fair, recovering from a 
broken right foot when camp began, 
wasn’t a shutdown corner before his in- 
jury. That’s why, when planning for the 
draft, Lions president Matt Millen con- 
sidered using his top pick on a corner- 
back instead of Harrington. More than 
anything, this group has to stay healthy. 
Last season Fair, cornerback Bryant West- 
brook and safeties 
Ron Rice and Kurt 
Schulz were sidelined 
early by injuries, and 
their backups didn’t 
have the experience to 
handle the complicated system of then 
defensive coordinator Vince Tobin. As a 
result Detroit yielded a 60.7% completion 
rate, eighth in the league. 

This season Schottenheimer simplified 
not only the coverages but also most of 
the rest of the defensive scheme. After giv- 
ing up 26.5 points per game in 2001, the 
Lions should be more aggressive because 
they have fewer keys to recognize before 
they begin chasing the ball. “We didn’t 
get a grasp of the defense last year, and 
when you don’t know what you’re doing, 
youre going to play slow,” says Claiborne. 
“This year everybody knows where he’s 
supposed to be.” 

The Lions have also taken quickly to 
Schottenheimer, who they say is more ap- 
proachable than Tobin was. Porcher was 
impressed with how the new coordinator 
handled a rookie free agent who was strug- 
gling to understand a scheme that Schot- 
tenheimer was diagramming in a meeting. 
Schottenheimer patiently scribbled the play 
on the blackboard again, reiterating the 
responsibilities of each defender—“and 
this was for a guy who might not even 
make the team,’ Porcher says. “That defi- 
nitely showed me something.” 

Now the members of the secondary 
have to start showing their coaches a few 
things. “With the guys we have, we can 
talk about different ways we want to play 
our coverages,’ Lyght says. “Corey will 
say how he did things in Baltimore, Brian 
will talk about Miami, and I'll bring up 
different combinations that worked when 
I was in St. Louis. We’ve got a lot of 
knowledge to draw upon, and that’s only 
going to help us later.” —J.C. 


“1 don’t know if their quarterbacks will be 
effective. They have a lot of growing to do.” 


The Lions have more speed, especially on 

offense. Az Hakim gives them a deep threat, 

and Bill Schroeder will get downfield, but 
they don’t have that big, physical guy for the intermedi- 
ate routes. If you don’t have somebody working under- 
neath, it doesn’t matter how fast your receivers are, 
because they won’t get open... . | don’t know if their 
quarterbacks will be effective. They’re athletic guys 
who can run around and make something happen, but 
they have a lot of growing to do. .. . The offensive line 
is strong at center and left tackle. After that, every- 


body else is average or worse. ... They’re going to 
miss David Sloan. Mikhael Ricks isn’t the answer at 
tight end. ... If Luke Staley is healthy, he could help 
their offense because he’s a good receiver out of the 
backfield. James Stewart really doesn’t fit what they 
want to do... .1 like their front four. Luther Elliss and 
Shaun Rogers play hard, and Robert Porcher is still an 
effective pass rusher. .. . Detroit lost its most produc- 
tive linebacker, Stephen Boyd, and bringing in Brian 
Williams didn’t help them much. He has a bad knee. 
Chris Claiborne has a lot of talent, but he needs to 
become a better student of the game. . .. At this point 
in his career Todd Lyght is best-suited to be a third or 
fourth cornerback. .. . The Lions will win more 
games than last year, but not that many. They 
just need a lot more help. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Marty Mornhinweg; second season with Detroit (2-14 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 2-14 (fifth in NFC Central) 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Lions 


NFL PHOTOS 


at Miami 
at Carolina 
GREEN BAY 
NEW ORLEANS 


Open date 
at Minnesota 
CHICAGO 
at Buffalo 


DALLAS 

at Green Bay 

N.Y. JETS 

at Chicago* 

NEW ENGLAND (Thurs.) 


at Arizona 
TAMPA BAY 
at Atlanta 
MINNESOTA 


“Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 12 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .512 
Games against playoff teams: 8 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 28/6/16; defense 23/25/26 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 

QB Mike McMahon 185 5 att. 53comp. 46.1% 67l yds. 3TDs lint. 69.9 rtg. 
RB James Stewart 73 143 att. 685 yds. 48avg. 23rec. 242yds. |O.5avg. 2TDs 
RB LamontWarren 270 6latt. ISI yds. Siavg. 40rec. 336yds. 84avg. 4TDs 
FB CorySchlesinger 244 47 att. 154 yds. 3.3avg. GOrec. 466yds. 78 avg. 3TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Az Hakim 88 89rec. 9374yds. 3TDs | LE RobertPorcher 43 tackles II sacks 
WR BillSchroeder (39 53rec.  918yds. 9TDs LT LutherElliss 25 tackles O sacks 
WR Germaine Crowell 149 22 rec. 289 yds. 2TDs RT ShaunRogers 60 tackles 3 sacks 
TE Mikhael Ricks 233 18 rec. 252yds. 11D RE James Hall 26 tackles 4 sacks 
K Jason Hanson 241 23/23XPs 21/30 FGs 85 pts. OLB Brian Williams (5tackles O sacks 
PR Desmond Howard 227 22 ret. 9.1 avg. OTDs MLB Chris Claiborne 77 tackles 4 sacks 
KR DesmondHoward 227 57 ret. 25.4avg. OTDs OLB BarrettGreen 54tackles | sack 
LT Jeff Backus 65” 309 lbs. I6games (6starts | CB Terry Fair 37 tackles 2 int. 

LG Tony Semple 6'5” 305lbs. [5games |2starts | SS CoreyHarris 73 tackles 2int. 

C Eric Beverly 6'3” 300lbs. I6games (6starts | FS BrianWalker 55 tackles lint. 

RG Ray Brown 65" 3i8lbs. i6games I6starts | CB ToddLyght 53tackles 4 int. 

RT StockarMcDougle 6’6” 367 Ibs. 9 games 3 starts P John Jett 58 punts 43.3 avg. 


*PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 
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MICHAEL PITTMAN 
wants the people of Ari- 
zona to know that he ap- 
preciated their support 
during his four seasons 
with the Cardinals, that his 


desire to leave the team wasn’t an in- 


asked Gruden what he needed in a re- 
placement for Dunn, the answer was a 
back strong enough to run between the 
tackles, fast enough to run away from line- 
backers and versatile enough to be a 
weapon in the passing game. In short, 
Gruden wanted Pittman.“He’s not too well 


dictment of them or his teammates. It’s 
just that a pro running back gets sick of 
playing games in November with noth- 
ing on the line but pride, and tired of 
slamming into the eight-man defensive 
fronts that Arizona faced nearly every 
week. Pittman wanted the playoffs to be 
more than a pipe dream. He wanted to 
make a difference on a contender, and 
more than anything, “I’d always wanted 
a team to pursue me,” says Pittman, who 
signed with the Buccaneers as a free 
agent last March, after Warrick Dunn had 
left Tampa Bay for Atlanta. “When I 
found out Dunn was leaving, I knew that 
was where I wanted to go. I called my 
agents and asked them to get me a meet- 
ing.” He pauses, savoring the memory of 
what happened next. “They told me 
Tampa had already called, that they want- 
ed me.” 

As Pittman happily discovered, what 
new Bucs coach Jon Gruden wants, he 
gets. When general manager Rich McKay 


NEW TWIST 


> The Bucs lost middle linebacker 
Jamie Duncan, who signed with the 
Rams, but they weren't that sorry 
to see him go. Sixth-year veteran 
Shelton Quarles was ready to move 
over from the strong side. An expert 
at making presnap adjustments, 
Quarles will be, according to one 
NFC scout, “Tampa Bay’s next great 
Pro Bowl linebacker.” 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


known, but Pittman’s a 
talented, complete foot- 
ball player,’ says Gruden. 
“He’s willing to do any- 
thing to contribute. I’m 
very, very excited to have 
him here.” 

The Bucs—and seem- 
ingly everyone in the 
greater Tampa area—are 
just as pleased to have 
the fiery Gruden. After 
the popular Tony Dungy 
was fired in the wake of 
a loss to the Eagles in the 
wild-card round for the 
second straight year, the 
franchise endured an em- 
barrassing search for a 
replacement. After being 
spurned by, among oth- 
ers, Steve Spurrier and 
Bill Parcells, the Bucs 
had to give up two first- 
round and two second- 
round draft picks, plus 
$8 million, to pry Gru- 
den from the Raiders. 

The most noticeable 
changes under the new 
regime will be Gruden’s 
multithreat version of 
the West Coast attack, 
which should inject life 
into the Bucs’ perennial- 
ly moribund offense. For 
the first time in three 


years a high-profile offensive newcomer, 
such as quarterback Brad Johnson in 
2001, isn’t expected to be the difference 
between a first-round playoff exit and the 


With a new offense and more weapons, 
Brad Johnson has the tools to succeed. 


Super Bowl. “If anything,’ says Pittman, 
“that burden’s on Coach Gru’s scheme. I 
just want to be a piece of the puzzle.” 

The change in command dropped the 
curtain on Tampa Bay’s five-year 
Thunder-and-Lightning Show, which 
starred 248-pound Mike Alstott and the 
180-pound Dunn and was the two-back 
centerpiece of Dungy’s predictable, con- 
servative offense. Both were ineffective 
last year, combining for 1,127 rushing 
yards, 400 fewer than 


their previous low. 

In Pittman the Bucs 
get a tough, 6-foot, 
215-pound muscular 


back who ran for a 

career-high 846-yards and caught 42 
passes for 246 last year. Over the last two 
seasons, in fact, Pittman had more re- 
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ceiving yards than Dunn and more 
rushing yards than Alstott. “Mike’s 
a joy to have, because he’s only in- 
terested in helping the team win)’ 
says Brad Johnson, who won a bat- 
tle with Rob Johnson for the start- 
ing quarterback job in the presea- 
son. “I’ll tweak the way he runs a 
route, and he only wants more feed- 
back when I’m done. He makes it 
easy for me.” 

So will a pair of free-agent signees, 
wideout Keenan McCardell (for- 
merly of the Jaguars) and tight end 
Ken Dilger (Colts), who will join 
with wideout Keyshawn Johnson to 
give the Bucs a much needed boost 
in the passing game. With the im- 
provements to the offense, Tampa 
Bay could go deep into the playoffs 
if its perennially strong defense re- 
tains its place as one of the league’s 
best—and tackle Warren Sapp gets 
more than the paltry six sacks he 
had last year. 

If those high expectations sound 
similar to those of the last two 
years—when the heavily favored 
Bucs started 3-4 and struggled to 
make the playoffs—don’t bother 
telling Pittman. “It’s totally differ- 
ent here, being a Super Bowl con- 
tender every year,” he says. “You 
can just tell that the guys love 
knowing that if we play like we’re 
capable of, we’ll go a long, long 
way. | knowI do.” -—Josh Elliott 


“Pittman will be a more durable version of Warrick 
Dunn. He’s a perfect fit for Gruden’s offense.” 


Jon Gruden is the best coach in the NFL, and 

he’ll add to that reputation. He’s the perfect 

mix of old- and new-school values. He schemes 
well and exploits his opponents’ weaknesses better 
than anyone. He’s tough without being a Tom Coughlin 
type. ... For the defense it’s do-or-die time. Their win- 
dow as a dominant unit is closing, especially on the 
defensive line. [Defensive tackle] Warren Sapp doesn’t 
scare people anymore. If | had to choose between 
Booger McFarland and Sapp, I'd take McFarland.... 
Derrick Brooks was banged up last year, but if he’s 


healthy he’s still great. ... Michael Pittman will be a 
more durable version of Warrick Dunn. Pittman’s more 
elusive than people think, and he’s a perfect fit for 
Gruden’s offense. ... Brad Johnson will be the quar- 
terback there because he’s a winner, he’s been pro- 
ductive and he doesn’t make mistakes. Gruden’s 
offense demands quick decisions, and Rob Johnson 
hasn't shown he can make them... . The offensive line 
will be just O.K. Kenyatta Walker has to be better, and 
Roman Oben is a liability as a run blocker. .. . Keenan 
McCardell will be serviceable for them, but he’s not a 
game-breaker. The same goes for Joe Jurevicius. 
Keyshawn Johnson is still the key for them... . Every 


year they’re a chic pick, and then they fight 
to go 9-7. Still, no team will benefit more 

from realignment than the Bucs. 

PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Jon Gruden; first season with Tampa Bay (38-26 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 9-7 (third in NFC Central) 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Buccaneers 


NFL PHOTOS 


“PITTMAN | 
> a : Sa 


SCHEDULE 


NEW ORLEANS 
at Baltimore 
ST. LOUIS (Mon.) 

at Cincinnati 


at Atlanta 
CLEVELAND 
at Philadelphia 
at Carolina 


MINNESOTA 
Open date 
CAROLINA 
GREEN BAY 


at New Orleans 
ATLANTA 

at Detroit 
PITTSBURGH (Mon.) 
at Chicago* 


*Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 24 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .480 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 30/15/T26; defense 12/5/6 


OFFENSIVE BACKS [Aji 

QB Brad Johnson 24 559 att. 340comp. 60.8% 3,406 yds. I3TDs IL int. 777 rtg. 

RB Michael Pittman 58 24 att. 846 yds. 3.5 avg. 42 rec. 264 yds. 6 3avg. STDs 

RB Travis Stephens (R) 133 29 att. 1464 yds. 5.0avg, I[9rec, 169 yds. 8.9avg. II TDs 

FB Mike Alstott 60 165 att. 680 yds. 4.lavg. 35 rec. 23lyds. 66avg. II TDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
Keyshawn Johnson 31 106rec. l,266yds. ITD LE Marcus Jones I5tackles 3 sacks 
Keenan McCardell 40 93rec. il!0 yds. 6&TDs LT Anthony McFarland 23 tackles 3) sacks 
Joe Jurevicius 177 5lrec. 706 yds. 3TDs RT Warren Sapp 28 tackles 6 sacks 
Ken Dilger 172 32rec. 343 yds. ITD RE Simeon Rice 39 tackles II sacks 
MartinGramatica 196 28/28 XPs 23/29FGs 97 pts. OLB Alshermond Singleton 22 tackles | sack 
Karl Williams 315-35 ret. 10.5 avg. ITD MLB Shelton Quarles 33 tackles 2 sacks 
Frank Murphy 361 20 ret. 22.3 avg. OTDs OLB Derrick Brooks 79 tackles 3int. 
Roman Oben 6'4” 305lbs. (IG6games {3starts | CB Brian Kelly 46 tackles {/¢ sacks 
Kerry Jenkins 6'5” 305lbs. iGgames [6starts} SS JohnLynch 62 tackles 3 int. 
Jeff Christy 6'2” 285lbs. I5games (5starts§{ FS Dexter Jackson 55 tackles 4 int. 
CoseyColeman 6'4” 322\Ibs. [(6games I[6starts} CB Ronde Barber 58 tackles {0 int. 
Kenyatta Walker 6'5” 305lbs. IGgames (6 starts | P Tom Tupa 67 punts 38.4 avg. 

(R) Rookie (statistics for final college year) 
SEPTEMBER 2, 2002 


Get set for the Michael Vick era, as the supertalented quarterback assumes command 


BS, MUCH HAS changed for 
BS Michael Vick since he spent 
his rookie year as an under- 
confident understudy to vet- 
eran quarterback Chris 
Chandler. For one, Atlanta 
waived Chandler, and Vick is now the 
starter. Overwhelmed at times last year by 
the complex play-calling demanded by 


A simplified playbook has helped Vick 
gain the confidence he lacked as a rookie. 
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coach Dan Reeves’s system, Vick is far 
more comfortable in the huddle now that 
Reeves has streamlined the playbook’s lan- 
guage. Where Vick often hurried through 
his reads last year, he has slowed his drop 
back, letting plays develop and flashing a 
velvety touch when necessary. He even 
worked with team officials to better handle 
the media and fan crush he faces as one 
of the NFL’s most dynamic quarterback 
prospects. 

For all of Vick’s on-field improvement 


——_ 
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and newfound peace, however, he’s still 
vexingly inscrutable to his teammates. 
“He’s like a 1918 movie: lots of action, but 
the dialogue’s definitely limited. He hasn’t 
said but four words all camp,” joked of- 
fensive tackle Bob Whitfield over a mid- 
August training-camp meal, as a half- 
dozen teammates nodded in agreement. 
“But he’s obviously more comfortable this 
year. He relaxed in the pocket, and he’s 
not hurrying everything.” As Vick ap- 
proached with his dinner, Whitfield 
couldn’t resist bellowing, “And now he 
calls the plays right, too!” 

Vick sees such good-natured barbs as 
evidence that his teammates regard him 
as their leader. Now, he says, his challenge 
is to be just that. “Last year I had to con- 
stantly remind myself that I was good 
enough to play at this level?’ he says. “I al- 
ways knew I had the physical ability to 
perform, but my confidence wasn’t where 
it needed to be. I knew that I had to work 
the entire off-season to prepare. I studied 
my playbook every day, even if it meant 
locking myself in my bedroom when Mom 
came to visit. I watched all my plays from 
last year. It’s what I had to do.” 

What he saw bothered him: too many 
rushed throws and broken plays. He strug- 
gled to read, and consequently to escape, 


> New owner Arthur Blank has 
visions of a packed Georgia Dome. 
Season-ticket deals have dropped to 
as little as $100, sparking a 98.5% 
rise in sales, and the Falcons have 
peddled 10,000 end-zone 
packages—up from [5 last year. With 
8,000 more parking spaces, Falcons 
supporters will also be able to do 
more of what fans do best: tailgate. 
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ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Falcons 


Their new owner wants to win now, or at 
¢ 6 least wants to give that impression. There’s 

no other way to explain overpaying Warrick 
Dunn, who | don’t think was worth the money you pay 
an every-down back. They also gave far too much 
money to Todd Weiner. Why would you give that guy a 
$5 million bonus? Because you want people to believe 
in you. ... Bringing in Wade Phillips was their biggest 
upgrade on defense. They'll be O.K. in the 3-4, 
because their linebackers run well... . Keith Brooking 
is overrated. He flies around, but he’s nowhere near the 
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blitzes; he was sacked 23 times in 113 drop 
backs, a staggering average of one sack 
every 4.9 times he intended to throw. 
When he did pass, he made life trouble- 
some for his receivers, firing panicked, off- 
target throws that too often fell to the 
ground or forced his receivers to make dif- 
ficult body catches—or sprain their fin- 
gers trying. And those complex play-calls, 
with each receiver's route described in de- 
tail, added to his anxiety. “I couldn’t even 

get us out of the hud- 


SCHEDULE “i 5 . “ 5 dle? Vick says. “It was 
They're overpaying Warrick Dunn, who I don’t paab: Sa 

Sept. 8 | at Green Bay sira Pe 
#5 | CHICAGO . 3 ” But in Atlanta’s pen- 
22 | CINCINNATI think is worth what you pay an every-down back.” imate came, against 
ee Opendate Miami, he says, “Ev- 
Oct. 6 | TAMPABAY Brian Urlacher-Ray Lewis category. . . . Their biggest erything clicked.” Replacing an injured 
§3 | at N.Y. Giants question mark is Patrick Kerney. Last year he was Chandler, Vick nearly led Atlanta to the 
20 | CAROLINA good, but he’s not coming off the edge anymore. He'll upset, finishing the game 11 of 20 with 214 
_______ 27 | at New Orleans —_| have to be more stout against the run, something | yards, with five rushes for 63 yards in a 
Nov. 31 BALTIMORE don’t think he'll do very well... . Their secondary is a 21-14 loss. Then in the season finale, 
10 | at Pittsburgh cause for concern. They'll get beat deep more this against the Rams, Vick started and ac- 
7 | NEW ORLEANS year, but they’re smart enough to contain things... . counted for 234 of the Falcons’ 255 total 
______ 24} atCarolina ~——_—|__-Dunnwill just be a change-of-pace guy. But he could yards. “Remember, Mike was 21 years old 
Dec. 9 f)| at Minnesota lead the team in receptions, and T.J. Duckett’s a when he got here;’ says quarterbacks coach 
$8 | at Tampa Bay beast... . At wide receiver, Willie Jackson will help, Jack Burns. “Of course it was tough at first, 
{S| SEATTLE but Shawn Jefferson’s slipping, and Brian Finneran is but understanding any pro system takes a 
= pas baal d just a possession guy.... On the O-line Bob while. He learned that nothing’s easy but 


Whitfield’s getting older [he’s 30], Travis Claridge is 
a stiff, and the rest are just adequate.... = 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 30 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .461 


Games against playoff teams: 6 


Michael Vick will have to carry these guys, 
but in this division, they’ll be in the mix. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Dan Reeves; sixth season with Atlanta (188-157-1 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 7-9 (T3 in NFC West) 


OFFENSIVE BACKS [Ady 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 16/17/15; defense 21/30/30 


QB Michael Vick 37 13 att. 50 comp. 44.2% 785 yds. 2TDs 3 int. 62.7 rtg. 
RB WarrickDunn 77 (58 att. 447 yds. 2.8 avg. 68 rec, 557yds. 8.2avg. 6TDs 
RB T.J.Duckett(R) 105 263att, |,420yds. 5.4 avg. {2 rec, 80 yds. 6.7avg. I3TDs 
FB Bob Christian 214 44att. 284 yds. 6.5 avg. 45 rec. 392 yds. 8.7avg. 4TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Shawn Jefferson 188 37 rec. 539 yds. 2TDs Travis Hall 39 tackles 2/sacks 
WR WillieJackson |I0 8lrec. 1,046 yds. 5TDs Ed Jasper 20 tackles 4sacks 
WR BrianFinneran 213 23 rec. 49lyds. 3TDs Patrick Kerney 38 tackles {2sacks 
TE AlgeCrumpler {71 25 rec. 330 yds. STDs Mark Simoneau 31 tackles O sacks 
K Jay Feely 229 28/28 XPs 29/37 FGs 15 pts. Matt Stewart 2ltackles Osacks 
PR AllenRossum 372  Ilret. 9.9avg. ITD Keith Brooking 100 tackles 3) sacks 
KR Darrick Vaughn 429 6} ret. 24.4avg. ITD Will Overstreet (R) 35tackles 5 sacks 
LT Bob Whitfield 65” 310 Ibs. I6 games 16 starts Ray Buchanan 62tackles 5int. 

LG TravisClaridge 6'5" 300lbs. {4games  Ilstarts Gerald McBurrows 47tackles 0 int. 

C RobertoGarza 6'2” 296lbs. I6games 4starts Keith Lyle i7tackles | int. 

RG Kynan Forney 6'2" 305\lbs. (i2games 8 starts AshleyAmbrose 49tackles 5 int. 

RT Todd Weiner 6'4" 297\lbs. {IG6games 13 starts Chris Mohr 69 punts 38.8 avg. 


OES s ice "PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


that if he works hard, he'll be great.” 

Vick’s confidence will continue to rise 
only if the Falcons’ running game rights 
itself. The team aggressively addressed the 
need for improvement, signing speedy free 
agent Warrick Dunn to a six-year, $24 mil- 
lion contract and drafting powerful Michi- 
gan State tailback T.J. Duckett. At wideout 
the Falcons added free agent Willie Jack- 
son, who helped Saints quarterback (and 
Vick’s cousin) Aaron Brooks through grow- 
ing pains over the last two years. 

Concerns about Vick are small com- 
pared with those regarding the NFL's 
second-worst defense of 2001. But that 
should improve in new coordinator Wade 
Phillips’s 3-4 scheme. The speedy front 
seven will benefit from the change, and 
former Rams free safety Keith Lyle will 
join corners Ray Buchanan and Ashley 
Ambrose to steady a shaky secondary. 

In Vick the Falcons believe they have 
their long-sought cornerstone, strong and 
silent. “We'll go where Mike takes us, which 
is fine, because he’s so very dangerous,” 
says Buchanan. “Things feel different with 
him. It’s his time now. He knows what he’s 
doing, and that’s all we ask.” —J.E. 
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NEW ORLEANS 


Easygoing running back Deuce McAllister has to be a hard man to bring down 


HE’S EXCEEDINGLY 

polite, rarely speaks above 

a whisper and readily ad- 

mits that when the sun 

comes up, he’d rather be re- 

laxing with rod and reel 
than heading home from a big night in 
the Big Easy. So when Deuce McAllister 
says, softly, “You’re talking about a guy 
who’s 6' 1", 230 pounds, who runs a 4.3 
40 and has a lot of talent around him, so, 
yeah, I’d expect some pretty astonishing 
numbers from him) it’s a little startling 
when you realize that he’s talking about 
himself. 

“Deuce knows we're counting on him, 
and it’s his time to shine,’ quarterback 
Aaron Brooks says of the second-year tail- 
back out of Ole Miss. Apart from his phys- 
ical gifts, McAllister’s one-of-the-guys 
persona is a big reason why this year he 
is New Orleans’s featured back and Ricky 
Williams is playing in Miami. 

Tired of Williams’s unpredictable be- 
havior, the Saints shipped their former 
franchise tailback to the Dolphins in the 
off-season for three draft picks, thus gain- 
ing some picks to offset the eight they 
gave up for the right to select Williams 
with the fifth choice in 1999. The trade 


will prove prescient, however, only if 


NEW TWIST 


> Most agree that All-Pro tackle 
Kyle Turley’s move from the left to 
the right side will be seamless— 
even though he replaces seven-time 
Pro Bowl right tackle Willie Roaf, 
who signed with the Chiefs as a 
free agent. “We all miss Willie,” 
says center Jerry Fontenot, “but 
Kyle’s such a gifted athlete. It’s as 

if he’s been there all along.” 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


McAllister can avoid the injuries that 
plagued him in his rookie season and 
match or exceed Williams’s impressive 
numbers of a year ago: 1,245 yards and 
six touchdowns rushing and 60 catches 
for 511 yards. Given McAllister’s output— 
16 carries for 91 yards and 15 catches for 
166 yards while making four starts—it’s 
a big gamble for a team that fell from 
10-6 and a playoff win in 2000 to 7-9 
last year, including a season-ending, four- 
game losing streak in which New Orleans 
was outscored 160-52. 


“We think Deuce is ready to step into the 
role, or we wouldn’t have made the move,’ 
coach Jim Haslett says. 

“No knock on Ricky, but Deuce gives us 
more effort out there?’ Brooks says. “He’s 
more agile, not just a pounder like Ricky. 
Deuce is a playmaker.” 

Brooks is particularly impressed with 
McAllister’s receiving skills, which will 
allow Haslett and offensive coordinator 


The Saints are looking for Deuce to break 
loose with his superior speed and strength. 
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Mike McCarthy to use him as a Marshall 
Faulk—type double threat, even lining him 
up at wideout on occasion. “If I have half 
the career that Marshall’s had? McAllis- 
ter says, “I'll have been a success.” 

His teammates and coaches, however, 
would be just as happy if McAllister ex- 
hibits two of Faulk’s qualities that largely 
go unappreciated—toughness and dura- 
bility. “In college Deuce was such a good 
athlete that he never had to work that 
hard, and maybe last 
year he didn’t under- 
stand the day-in, day- 
out pounding he’d be 
taking,’ Haslett says, 
“but he dedicated him- 
self in the off-season, added 12 pounds of 
muscle, and it shows.” 

“He’s been flying into the hole, hitting 
it hard, said left tackle Kyle Turley of 
McAllister’s performance in camp. “If 
Deuce keeps this up, we’re going to score 
a lot of points.” Meanwhile, the addition 
of blazing rookie wideout Donté Stall- 
worth, a first-round pick out of Tennessee, 
and steady free-agent tight end David 
Sloan will further improve an offense that 
returns receiver Joe Horn (177 catches and 
17 touchdowns in the last two years com- 
bined) and Brooks, who set a club record 
with 4,190 yards of total offense in 2001. 

The picture is less rosy on defense, 
where the Saints must overcome the free- 
agency losses of tackle La’Roi Glover (to 
the Cowboys) and end Joe Johnson (Pack- 
ers). Emerging strong safety Sammy 
Knight will have to build upon his Pro 
Bowl season (120 tackles, six intercep- 
tions) and provide leadership to a sec- 
ondary already reeling from the indefinite, 
alcohol-related suspension of cornerback 
Dale Carter, a free-agent pickup. 

More difficult for the team, perhaps, will 
be reconciling itself to the sudden early- 
May firing of popular general manager 
Randy Mueller, who oversaw the overhaul 
of the woeful 3-13 team of 1999. Add long- 
time tackle Willie Roaf, who after a spate 
of bizarre late-season antics signed with 
the Chiefs, to the list of high-profile de- 
partures, and it becomes clear that New 
Orleans is a team at a crossroads. 

That’s why the onus is on McAllister to 
perform well enough to make everyone 
forget Williams. The Saints can’t get back 
to the playoffs without him. —J.E. 


“They made a great move in signing Jackson; 
he will stop teams from running up the middle.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Saints 


Jim Haslett is a good coach, but something went 
& & very wrong in that locker room last year. That 

team lay down over the last month.... Losing 
[defensive tackle] La’Roi Glover will hurt a bit, but losing 
[end] Joe Johnson won't. Instead of overpaying Johnson, 
they made a great move in signing Grady Jackson, because 
even if he’s overweight, he’s still hard to block. Jackson and 
Norman Hand will stop teams from running up the mid- 
dle. ... The linebacker corps is nothing special. Bryan Cox 
will bring some fire, but there’s not much else there. ... The 
secondary is a scary thing for them. Other than corner Fred 


JACKSON 
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SCHEDULE 

at Tampa Bay 

GREEN BAY 


at Chicago* 
at Detroit 


NFL PHOTOS 


PITTSBURGH 
at Washington 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Thomas, who was one of the most underrated players in the 
league last year, they’ve got no one. Ken Irvin’s on the 
decline, and Michael Hawthorne is a liability in cover- 


ATLANTA 
age.... | don’t see where the sacks will come from, and [RRO A oS iene irae 
without that sort of pressure, their cover guys will get Open date 
exploited. .. . | don’t know about quarterback Aaron Brooks. 7 cmcune 
He needs to be way more consistent; last year he made CLEVELAND 
some boneheaded reads. That the Saints aren't locking him = [> 
up heading into a walk year tells you they don’t want to aaileaiaeld 
make a dumb mistake. ... Deuce McAllister will be a game- MINNESOTA 
breaker if he stays healthy and if the line comes together. ... at Cincinnati 
CAROLINA 


Joe Horn’s a great receiver, and if Donté Stallworth’s ham- 
strings aren’t a chronic problem, he'll stretch defenses. On 
the other hand [because of his 4.2 time in the 
40], he might end up being this year’s overrated 
workout warrior. 


*Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 

NFL rank: T25 
Opponents’ 200) winning percentage: .477 
Games against playoff teams: 7 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Jim Haslett; third season with New Orleans (17-15 in NFL) 


2001 RECORD: 7-9 (third in NFC West) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense TI8/I0/10; defense 14/I7/TI6 


evrensiveeacis UR i ee eee 


QB Aaron Brooks 29 558att. 312comp. 55.9% 3,832 yds. 26TDs 22int. 76.4 rtg. 
RB Deuce McAllister 34 (6 att. 9l yds. 5.7 avg. 15 rec. 166 yds. Illavg. 2TDs 
RB Terry Allen 178 (68att. G658yds. 3.9avg. I7rec. 68 yds. 4.0 avg. 3TDs 
FB Terrelle Smith 278 = Satt. 8 yds. 1.6 avg. 4 rec. 30 yds. 75 avg. 2TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR Joe Horn 83 rec. 1,265 yds. 9 TDs LE Willie Whitehead I8 tackles 2 sacks 
WR Donté Stallworth (R) Al rec. 82l yds. 10 TDs LT NormanHand 25tackles 3 sacks 
WR Jerome Pathon 24 rec. 830 yds. 27TDs RT GradyJackson 52tackles 4 sacks 
David Sloan 97 rec. 409 yds. 7TDs RE DarrenHoward 35 tackles 6 sacks 
John Carney 32/32 XPs 27/31 FGs II3 pts. OLB SedrickHodge [8tackles O sacks 
Michael Lewis 14 ret. 5.8 avg. OTDs MLB Charlie Clemons 75 tackles 13 sacks 
Michael Lewis 32 ret. 23.8 avg. OTDs OLB Darrin Smith 50 tackles 1 sacks 
Kyle Turley 6’5" 300 lbs. {(6games |6starts | CB  MichaelHawthorne [9 tackles 0 int. 
Kendyl! Jacox 62" 330 lbs. iG6games |6starts | SS SammyKnight 78 tackles 6 int. 
Jerry Fontenot 6'3" 300 lbs. {i6games |6starts | FS Jay Bellamy 7itackles 3 int. 
LeCharles Bentley (R) 6'2" 299 lbs. 12games I2starts | CB Fred Thomas 55 tackles | int. 
Spencer Folau 6'5” 315 Ibs. IG games 15starts |} P Toby Gowin 76 punts 41.8 avg. 
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NFC 
0/80) CAROLINA 


— Panthers 


New coach John Fox has made some welcome changes, but expect the same old results 


WHEN LAST season 
finally, mercifully ended, 
Panthers linebacker Dan 
Morgan didn’t so much 
leave Charlotte as flee it, hightailing it back 
to his South Florida home. Who could 
blame him? Taken with the 11th pick in 
the 2001 draft, out of Miami, and expected 
to be the impact defender that Carolina 
sorely needed, Morgan instead had a 
nightmarish rookie year. He was shifted 
in the preseason from middle to strong- 
side linebacker, a position he struggled to 
grasp. Then, just as he was beginning to 
feel comfortable, he broke his left ankle 
in Week 3. He missed only five games, but 
Morgan says he never really recovered 
from the psychological damage the injury 
caused. Playing tentatively the rest of the 
way, he had to suffer through the final 
eight of Carolina’s 15 consecutive losses, 
an NFL record for season-ending futility. 

“T have no idea what to say about last 
year except that it was the first time in my 
life I felt totally out of control?’ Morgan 
says. “Having come in with all those ex- 
pectations, I was devastated. Looking back, 
it seems like an ugly blur. I missed only five 
games, but I almost feel like a rookie again.” 

While Morgan got his mulligan, coach 
George Seifert wasn’t so lucky. The fall- 


NEW TWIST 


> John Fox is getting all the pub, but 
his hiring of Jack Del Rio, the Ravens’ 
highly respected linebackers coach 
last season, as defensive coordinator 
will prove just as crucial to Carolina's 
success. Del Rio ditched Carolina’s 
read-and-react style for the 
attacking, funnel-the-ballcarrier-to- 
the-linebackers scheme that helped 
Baltimore win the 2000 NFL title. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


out from last year’s mess rightfully cost 
him his job. Into the breach steps bright, 
energetic John Fox, the former Giants 
defensive coordinator who, according to 
several Panthers, is as chatty and 
approachable as Seifert was impersonal 
and aloof. Fox’s task is daunting: Bring 
life to the NFL's 30th-ranked offense, 
bring fire and attitude to the NFL’s worst 
defense, and bring direction to a franchise 
that since its 1996 NFC Championship 
Game appearance has lost its way. 


“To get this thing going again, we’ve got 
to avoid the temptations of chasing quick 
fixes, because there aren’t any,’ Fox says. 
“T can’t even fathom last year here, and ’m 
not going to try. It’s over. Now we have to 
deal with our [salary] cap situation, which 
is terrible, and do things differently.” 

One of the first moves Fox made may 
prove to be his best. Shortly after getting 


Weinke won his first start as a pro, but 
things went downhill quickly from there. 
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the job, he put Morgan back in the middle, 
freeing the speedy, hard-hitting linebacker 
to chase the ball with abandon. “I hated 
lining up over the tight end, but I wanted to 
be a team guy, so I didn’t say anything,” 
Morgan says. “Last year was tough on 
everyone; we always sat back on our heels, 
we almost never blitzed, and we didn’t take 
it to teams. Now I can do what I do best” 

“Having Dan outside made no sense,’ 
says defensive end Micheal Rucker. “Now 
he’s like a missile in 
the middle. Coach Fox 
understands how to 
put guys in position to 
be their best. There are 
no mind games.” 

While such testimonials abound, the 
front seven will have to overachieve to keep 
Carolina in games. Rucker will benefit from 
the addition of rookie end Julius Peppers, 
though the second pick in the draft must 
improve his play against the run. The most 
glaring problems are in the secondary, 
where only safety Mike Minter is proven. 
Because of cap troubles, last year’s start- 
ing cornerbacks, Doug Evans and Jimmy 
Hitchcock, were released. They’re being 
replaced by Terry Cousin, who started two 
games for the Dolphins last season, and 
either DeRon Jenkins, a seven-year jour- 
neyman with 50 career starts, or Reggie 
Howard, a third-year veteran who’s in his 
second tour of duty with the team. 

On offense Lamar Smith, a free-agent 
pickup from Miami, and rookie DeShaun 
Foster, a second-round choice out of UCLA, 
should improve a running game that last 
season averaged a paltry 85.8 yards a game. 
(Foster is expected to miss four weeks after 
suffering cartilage damage and a bone 
bruise to his left knee last Friday against 
the Patriots.) That would ease the pressure 
on second-year quarterback Chris Weinke, 
who looked comfortable in camp throwing 
from his preferred shotgun formation in 
new coordinator Dan Henning’s offense. 

Given Carolina’s offensive limitations, 
Fox understands that the Panthers are at 
least a year away from being playoff con- 
tenders. But in players such as Morgan he 
sees that most precious commodity: hope. 
“When Dan is calling plays, making plays, 
his effort becomes contagious,’ Fox says. 
“After last year these guys were willing to 
adjust to anything new and different. Re- 
ally, they were begging for it.” —J.E. 


They weren’t nearly as bad as their record 
last year. They lost a lot of close games at the 
end. They could win six or seven games, 
which would mean John Fox is the early leader for 
coach of the year honors.... 1 don’t see Chris Weinke 
being a total bust, because he’s too smart to be really 
bad. He’s a serviceable quarterback, but he needs play- 
ers around him.... The X factor is DeShaun Foster. 
Lamar Smith is getting older, and he needs holes to be 
effective. With that line they'll be awfully tough to find. 
Foster’s fumbling problems can be coached. He could 


“Peppers has ridiculous ability, but he has to 
learn to play disciplined football for 60 minutes.” 


be a great one.... Other than Todd Steussie, you’ve got 
to wonder who they'll be running behind when they 
really need yards.... They’re hurting at wide receiver. 
Muhsin Muhammad is a good possession guy, but 
Isaac Byrd is a fourth receiver on most teams. Steve 
Smith is fast, but does he have the hands?... Julius 
Peppers has ridiculous ability, but he has to learn to 
play disciplined football for 60 minutes. He’s also got to 
get better against the run.... Dan Morgan is their best 
athlete. He will be a breakout star in their new 
scheme.... Their corners have to terrify them, because 
they stink. It'll be Fox’s biggest challenge, convincing 
these guys that they can get by. Terry Cousin will prob- 
ably start, but he’s a nickel or a dime guy on 

most teams. Mike Minter is still a good one, 


but that secondary is in bad, bad shape. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: John Fox; first season with Carolina (O-0 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: |-I5 (fifth in NFC West) 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [Aii\ 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up 


the Panthers 
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SCHEDULE 


DETROIT 


ARIZONA 
at Dallas 
at Atlanta 


Open date 
ATLANTA 


CHICAGO 


NFL rank: 18 


QB Chris Weinke 117 540att. 293comp. 54.3% 2,93l yds. II TDs 19 int. 
RB Lamar Smith 74 313 att. 968 yds. 3.1 avg. 30 rec. 234yds. 78avg. 
RB DeShaunFoster(R) 97 216 att. 1,109 yds, 5.l avg. 9 rec. 129 yds. 14.3 avg. 
FB Brad Hoover 297 = I7 att. 7I yds. 4.2avg. 26rec. 185 yds. 7 avg. 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR Muhsin Muhammad 147 50 rec. 585 yds. ITD Julius Peppers (R) 63 tackles 
WR Isaac Byrd 158 37rec. 492 yds. ITD Sean Gilbert 22 tackles 
Steve Smith 255 10rec. I54yds. OTDs Kris Jenkins 27 tackles 
Wesley Walls 123 43rec. 452yds. 5TDs Mike Rucker 43 tackles 
John Kasay 301 22/23XPs 23/28 FGs QI pts. Hannibal Navies _‘{7 tackles 
Steve Smith 255 34 ret. 10.7 avg. ITD Dan Morgan 45 tackles 
Steve Smith 255 56 ret. 25.6 avg. 2TDs Mark Fields 48 tackles 
Todd Steussie 6'6” 308lbs. IG6games (6starts Terry Cousin 45 tackles 
Jamar Nesbit 6'4” 330lbs. (6games [6 starts Mike Minter 64 tackles 
Jeff Mitchell 6’'4" 300lbs. I5games (5 starts Deon Grant 59 tackles 
Jeno James 6’3” 310 Ibs. l4games_ 6 starts Reggie Howard 23 tackles 
Chris Terry 6’5” 295lbs. I5games [5 starts Todd Sauerbrun 93 punts 
(R) Rookie (statistics for final college year) 
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BALTIMORE 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 


Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .492 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


at Minnesota 
at Green Bay 


TAMPA BAY 


NEW ORLEANS 
at Tampa Bay 


at Cleveland 
CINCINNATI 
at Pittsburgh 


at New Orleans 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 29/26/30; defense 31/28/31 


62.0 rtg. 
8TDs 
{TD 
OTDs 


9 sacks 
2 sacks 
2 sacks 
9 sacks 
O sacks 
| sack 
lint. 

2 sacks 
2 int. 

5 int. 

| int. 
475 avg. 


NFC 
ST 


ST. LOUIS 


AS IF IT weren't bad 
enough that virtually 
everyone in football 
thinks his ego cost the 
Rams a Super Bowl ring 
last February, coach Mike Martz then had 
to spend the next seven months being 
second-guessed at restaurants, super- 
markets and airport gift shops. “Why 


Faulk is the NFL's top running back, but 
even he expects the Rams to throw often. 


didn’t you run the ball?” autograph- 
seeking fans would ask Martz, leaving the 
St. Louis coach to explain politely that an 
extra 10 or 15 carries for Marshall Faulk 
wouldn’t necessarily have ensured victory 
over the Patriots in Super Bowl XXXVI. 
If you were expecting Martz to be a hum- 
bled convert to conservative football in the 
wake of last February’s shocking upset, get 
over it. “You don’t score points running the 
ball,” Martz says. “We’re going to be ag- 
gressive and throw the ball no matter who 


3NOZON3/UI9I 14d IL 


we play and what they’re doing. That’s who 
we are, and that’s what we do.” 

The only thing Martz can do to answer 
his critics is to win the big one—which, for 
the third consecutive year of his three-year 
tenure, his team will be favored to do. 
“We're still a marked team, says All-Pro 
wideout Isaac Bruce. “Even though we lost 
the Super Bowl, it’s like people think we 
got paid off” That’s the way it is when you 
have the game’s best quarterback, the most 
well-rounded running back in NFL history 
and an innovative coach who knows ex- 
actly how to exploit their talents. 

Cynics note that Martz won his lone 
Super Bow] in January 2000 as Dick Ver- 
meil’s first-year offensive coordinator and 
blame him for the following season’s de- 
fensive meltdown that led to a first-round 
playoff defeat. But Martz, who signed a five- 
year contract extension in July, has con- 
siderable front-office juice and the unwa- 
vering allegiance of those he cares about 
most. “A lot of people see Mike’s approach 
as arrogant, but to us it’s him taking care 
of his own,’ says All-Pro quarterback Kurt 
Warner. “His attitude is, “This is my fami- 
ly, and it’s us against the world? ” 

Pressed for an example, Warner cites 
the onside kick the Rams pulled off late 
in the third quarter of an October victory 


NEW TWIST 


> Brace yourselves: Mike Martz has 
a new toy, and it should come with a 
warning label for opposing defenses. 
Second-year tight end Brandon 
Manumaleuna, a 6’ 2”, 288-pound 
bull, has good hands and Martz 
plans to get him the ball. Last year 
Manumaleuna’s sole reception was a 
one-yard touchdown catch in a loss 
to Tampa Bay. 
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| TERRENCE WILKINS 
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SCHEDULE : 


Sept. & | at Denver 
15 | NY. GIANTS 
23 | at Tampa Bay (Mon.) 


DALLAS 


Oct. G | at San Francisco 
13 | OAKLAND 
20 | SEATTLE 
27 | Open date 
Mov. 3 | at Arizona 
10 | SAN DIEGO 
48 | CHICAGO (Mon,) 
24 | at Washington 
Dec. {| at Philadelphia 
® | at Kansas City 
15 | ARIZONA 
Zz | at Seattle 
30 | SAN FRANCISCO (Mon) 
SCHEDULE STRENGTH 


NFL rank: T4 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .539 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


In the Super Bowl, Bill Belichick laid out a 
blueprint for how to slow these guys down. 
The Patriots played a lot of man-under cover- 
age and jammed the receivers, and the two-deep zone 
didn’t give them room to run around. But Mike Martz is 
so damn smart, he'll have some new wrinkles. . . 
they were unhappy with Az Hakim because he dropped a 
lot of balls, but | don’t think Terrence Wilkins is as dan- 
gerous. Wilkins is fast, and he’s probably a better return 
guy, but Hakim was special. .. . Eric Crouch is a hell of 
an athlete, but playing receiver is going to be a tough 


transition for him. ... I’m still trying to figure out why 
they let [linebacker] London Fletcher go. Fletcher [who 
signed as a free agent with the Bills] was the leader of 
their defense. ... Jamie Duncan can flat-out fly. Even 
though he knows Lovie Smith’s system from when they 
were at Tampa together, | think Fletcher’s better. .. . The 
guy | love is Grant Wistrom. His first year, he got his 
butt handed to him in the running game. But he worked 
and worked, and now he’s one of the best ends in the 
league. His motor runs 900 miles an hour, and he chases 
guys all over the field. .. . Adam Archuleta is much bet- 
ter than | thought he’d be. | knew he’d be a big hitter, but 
he can cover, too.... Dre’ Bly should start at corner- 
back; he’s better than Dexter McCleon. The 

more he plays, the better he gets. He’s quick, 

and he’s tough. 


. [know 


“The Patriots showed how to slow them down. But 
Martz is so smart, he'll have some new wrinkles.” 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Mike Martz; third season with St. Louis (24-8 in NFL) 
NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 5/I/I; defense 3/II/3 


2001 RECORD: |4-2 (first in NFC West) 


OFFENSIVE BACKS jaliy 


QB Kurt Warner 2 546 att. 
RB MarshallFaulk =| 260 att. 
RB TrungCanidate (24 78 att. 
FB JamesHodgins 339 2att. 


375 comp. 
1,382 yds. 
44 yds, 

5 yds. 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


WR Torry Holt 19 8I rec. 
WR Isaac Bruce 35 64 rec. 
WR Terrence Wilkins 42  34rec. 
TE Ernie Conwell 184 38 rec. 
K Jeff Wilkins 119 58/58 XPs 
PR Terrence Wilkins 42 iret. 
KR TrungCanidate [24 36 ret. 
LT Orlando Pace 6'7" 325 lbs. 
LG Tom Niitten 6'5” 304 lbs. 
C AndyMcCollum 6'4” 310 Ibs. 
RG Adam Timmerman 6’ 4” 310 Ibs. 
RT John St. Clair 6' 4” 320 lbs. 


New acquisition 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


1,363 yds. 
1,106 yds. 
332 yds. 
431 yds. 
23/29 FGs 
10.4 avg. 
20.8 avg. 
16 games 
15 games 
16 games 
16 games 
O games 


68.7% 

5.3 avg. 
5.7 avg. 
2.5 avg. 


7 TDs 

6 TDs 
OTDs 
4TDs 
127 pts. 
ITD 
OTDs 
16 starts 
13 starts 
16 starts 
16 starts 
O starts 


“PVR; Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


4,830 yds. 36TDs 22 int. 101.4 rtg. 

83 rec. 765 yds. Q2avg. 2I1TDs 

\7 rec. I54yds, Qiavg. 6TDs 

4 rec. 24 yds. 6.0 avg. ITD 
DEFENSE 


LE 
LT 
RT 


28 tackles 
9 tackles 
32 tackles 


Leonard Little 
Damione Lewis 
Jeff Zgonina 


14% sacks 
O sacks 


O sacks 


RE GrantWistrom 44tackles 9 sacks 
OLB Tommy Polley 68 tackles O sacks 
MLB JamieDuncan 62tackles 2sacks 


OLB Don Davis 
Aeneas Williams 
Adam Archuleta 
Kim Herring 
Dexter McCleon 
Mitch Berger 


20 tackles 
55 tackles 
47 tackles 
52 tackles 
58 tackles 
47 punts 


0 sacks 
4 int. 
2 sacks 


lint. 
4 int. 
43.5 avg. 


against the Jets. St. Louis led 31-7 at the 
time, and the move caused an uproar for 
its apparent lack of sportsmanship. “That 
kick wasn’t designed for that game? Warn- 
er says. “It was sending a message to 
teams we'd play in bigger games down the 
road: ‘Don’t get too complacent, because 
you never know what we might do’ ” 

Martz’s bag of tricks remains well- 
stocked this season, despite the departure 
of the team’s ultraquick No. 3 wideout, 
Az Hakim, who 
signed as a free agent 
with Detroit. Former 
Colts speedster Ter- 
rence Wilkins and 
holdover Yo Murphy 
are vying to fill Hakim’s role and join 
underrated veteran Ricky Proehl backing 
up Bruce and Torry Holt, the league’s best 
receiving tandem. 

Then there is perhaps the most in- 
triguing wide receiver prospect of all: for- 
mer Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch, 
the fleet-footed Heisman Trophy winner 
whom Martz chose in the third round of 
April’s draft. Martz believes Crouch will 
become good enough at wideout to con- 
tribute this season. 

Far more important are the potential con- 
tributions of Warner and Faulk, who have 
combined to win the league’s last three MVP 
awards. Though Warner insists he has fully 
recovered from a sprained right thumb that 
plagued him throughout last season, there 
is some skepticism within the team; one 
offensive starter says many of Warner’s 
longer throws during training camp tended 
to sail off target. Faulk, who signed a seven- 
year contract extension in July, isn’t among 
those who griped after the game that Martz 
should have pounded the ball against New 
England’s six- and seven-defensive-back 
alignments. “Look at the receivers we have,’ 
says Faulk, “and how can you say that 
throwing the ball is wrong?” 

Given his team’s obvious talent on both 
sides of the ball—St. Louis’s defense, which 
was ranked third last season under first- 
year coordinator Lovie Smith, looks to be 
even better in 2002—Martz believes he'll 
have the last word come February. Until 
then the Rams intend to keep scoring 
points and proving them, with their usual 
abandon. “We’re hungry, and that makes 
us dangerous,’ Bruce says. “Mike’s attitude 
rubs off on all of us” —Michael Silver 


eee ee See 


eon 


SSG. Roderick Robinson. SF Weapons Sergeant. AN ARMY OF ON 


E. In the United States Army. 


5. 
wy 
Stes reat iat tne te 


©2001, Paid for by the United States Army All rights reserved 


t = ~ 


FOR ALL of their cele- 
brated clashes, coach Steve 
Mariucci and star wideout 
Terrell Owens share a re- 
markably similar vision of the 49ers’ 
prospects: After an impressive reclama- 
tion project lifted San Francisco from 
salary-cap hell to a 12-4 record and a play- 
off berth last season, the only thing that 
could keep the Niners from bigger and 
better things is a continuation of this per- 
plexingly petty player-coach feud. 

Quietly, the franchise that was the first 
to win five Super Bowls and that put to- 
gether the best record in each of the past 
two decades has snuck back into the 
league’s VIP room. The 49ers have a Pro 
Bowl quarterback in Jeff Garcia, a formi- 
dable ground game keyed by inspirational 
running back Garrison Hearst and a fast, 
young defense that continues to improve. 
In Owens they also have a passionate, 
moody and rebellious game-breaker who 
may be the NFLs best receiver. 

“We're getting our mojo back, and we 
have a chance to do some exciting things.” 
Mariucci says. “The chemistry is great; I 
felt it was very important to keep this team 
together. When it comes down to it, TO 
and I want the same things—to move past 
this and try to win a championship.” 


NEW TWIST 


> When you play the Rams twice a 
year, you can’t have too many quality 
corners, so even though the 49ers 
got good play last year from Ahmed 
Plummer and Jason Webster, they 
used their first-round draft pick on 
Mike Rumph. Webster starts for 
now, but in the nickel, Rumph will 
line up at right corner and Webster 
will match up against slot receivers. 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
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Thus the team’s most significant off- 
season move came in April, when Mariuc- 
ci flew to Atlanta and had a lengthy con- 
versation with Owens in an airport hotel 
conference room. Their clear-the-air meet- 
ing, if not compelling the two to buy match- 
ing friendship bracelets, at least produced 
the promise of a peaceful coexistence. “The 
way I look at it is, he and I will be together 
for at least another year and a half? Owens 
says. “I can stick that out, because I know 
how special this team can be.” 


PETER READ MILLER 


With the coach and the star on the same page (sort of), things are in place for a title run 


In the wake of the Niners’ 25-15 loss at 
Green Bay in the first round of the play- 
offs last January, it seemed likely that ei- 
ther Owens or Mariucci—or both—would 
leave San Francisco. Owens was embit- 
tered after catching just four passes 
against the Packers; a long Garcia throw 
that could have given the Niners a go- 
ahead score with five minutes remaining 


When push comes to shove, Owens 
may be the best receiver in the league. 


was tipped away from Owens and inter- 
cepted at Green Bay’s seven-yard line. “In 
my mind,” says Owens, “however many 
inches short that pass was, that’s how 
close we were to maybe winning it all.” 

After the game, according to The Santa 
Rosa Press Democrat, center Jeremy New- 
berry told Owens to shut his mouth or risk 
physical harm. Owens confirms a USA 
Today report that he called his agent from 
the locker room, saying he wanted out of 
San Francisco. (The 


team declined agent “Bryant Young is still an absolute bear. A couple 


Dave Joseph’s subse 
quent request to make 


Gosuaenhie aie of times last year, nobody could block him.” 


expansion draft.) 

Mariucci, meanwhile, flew to Tampa a 
few days after the playoff loss to talk to the 
Bucs about their coaching job. Though 
Tampa Bay ended up prying Jon Gruden 
from the Raiders instead, the fact that Mar- 
iucci’s employers gave him permission to 
pursue the job spoke volumes. Mariucci 
has two years left on his contract, and 
owner's representative John York says he 
won't discuss an extension until after this 
season. “I love coaching this team,’ Mari- 
ucci says. “I love these players, and there’s 
so much more work to do.” 

What kind of bargaining power the 
coach enjoys will depend upon both how 
many victories and how much harmony he 
can achieve. Niners fans, after all, aren’t 
the only ones sick of the sniping between 
Mariucci and Owens. “All that bitching and 
moaning hurt us as a team,’ says one of- 
fensive player. “After a while we were say- 
ing, ‘I wish those two would stop crying? ” 

Much of the conflict centers on ball dis- 
tribution: Owens, despite catching 93 pass- 
es including an NFL-best 16 touchdowns 
in 2001, would like a more wide-open of- 
fense. Mariucci, noting that the 49ers had 
the league’s second-ranked rushing attack, 
believes Owens can be productive within 
the “natural flow” of a balanced offense. 

“Tf you’re a smart enough coach, you 
know your playmakers,’ Owens says. “If 
youre really zoned in on winning, you go 
to the people who impact the game. Just 
like Phil Jackson—he knows the ball has 
to go through Shaq. I’m not so dominant, 
but I want them to make me the person 
you either win or lose with. You’d just have 
to be ignorant not to do that.” 

Can’t you feel the love? —M.S. 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the 49ers 


The Niners are one of the most impressive 
ls ¢ teams I’ve seen on tape, especially on 

defense. ... The kid who jumps out at you is 
Zack Bronson. He’s fast, he'll hit you, and he’s always 
around the ball. Plus he’s smart. All he does is make 
plays.... Tony Parrish is very physical, like Lance 
Schulters [now with the Titans] was. To me, they’re the 
same guy, though Parrish may be less erratic. .. . Neither 
Ahmed Plummer nor Jason Webster is a great player, 
but both are steady, mature guys with a great work 
ethic. .. . Jeff Ulbrich is like a Hacksaw Reynolds—his 


PARRISH 
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SCHEDULE 


at N.Y. Giants (Thur.) 
DENVER 
WASHINGTON 

Open date 


first step is remarkable, and he’s got a great nose for the 
ball.... Andre Carter got better as last season went on. 
| think he’ll be a premier pass rusher. ... | don’t care 
what anyone says: When he’s healthy, Bryant Young is 
still a bear. A couple of times last year, nobody could 
block him. . . . On offense they really need a No. 2 receiv- 
er to complement Terrell Owens. J.J. Stokes and Tai 
Streets aren't getting it done. .. .| thought Jeff Garcia 
stunk when he first started, but the guy’s got a lot of 
moxie and makes things happen outside the pocket— 
sort of like a poor man’s Brett Favre... . | can’t believe 
they paid as much as they did for Ron Stone. He’s a 
decent pass blocker, but he’s lousy in the running 
game. ... The tight end, Eric Johnson, is like 

Brent Jones—a fast route runner who’s a real 55 


good receiver. But he can’t block anybody. 


ST. LOUIS 

at Seattle (Mon.) 
at New Orleans 
ARIZONA 


at Oakland 

KANSAS CITY 

at San Diego 
PHILADELPHIA (Mon.) 


SEATTLE 

at Dallas 

GREEN BAY 

at Arizona (Sat.) 
at St. Louis (Mon.) 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 3 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .543 
Games against playoff teams: 5 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Steve Mariucci; sixth season with San Francisco (47-33 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 12-4 (second in NFC West) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 2/14/4; defense 9/19/13 


QB Jeff Garcia 3 504 att. 3I6comp. 62.7% 3,538 yds. 32TDs  I{2int. 94.8 rtg. 
RB GarrisonHearst 17 252 att. 206 yds. 4.8avg. 4l rec. 347 yds. 8.5avg. 5TDs 
RB Kevan Barlow 239 [25 att. 512 yds. 4.lavg. 22rec. 247 yds. Il.2avg. 5TDs 
FB Fred Beasley 328 23att. 73 yds. 3.2avg. I6rec. 99 yds. G62avg. ITD 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


WR Terrell Owens 8 93 rec. 1412 yds. I6TDs LE JohnEngelberger 29 tackles 4 sacks 
WR J.J. Stokes 109 54rec. 585 yds. 7TDs LT ‘Bryant Young 3l tackles 3% sacks 
WR Cedrick Wilson [57 Orec. 0 yds. OTDs RT DanaStubblefield 26 tackles 4 sacks 
Ue Eric Johnson 135 40rec. 362 yds. 3TDs RE Andre Carter 39 tackles 6) sacks 
ff Chandler (R) 280 _ 46/48 XPs 19/22 FGs 103 pts. OLB JulianPeterson 37tackles 3sacks 
PR Vinny Sutherland 377 21 ret. 7.0 avg. OTDs MLB Derek Smith 78 tackles 3 sacks 
KR Vinny Sutherland 377 50 ret. 22.8 avg. OTDs OLB Jeff Ulbrich 63 tackles sack 
LT Derrick Deese 6'3” 289 lbs. IG6games [6starts {CB AhmedPlummer 58 tackles 7 int. 
LG Dave Fiore 64" 290lbs. IGgames 6 starts ~ Tony Parrist — S6tackles Sint. 
sores Newbery 65” 310 Ibs. 15 a 15 starts | FS Zack Bronson 57 tackles 7 int. 
i 325 Ibs. ame CB JasonWebster 67 tackles 3 int. 
6’ 8” 315 Ibs. P Jason Baker 69 punts 40.8 avg. 
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4 Seahawks 


Alot about the team is new, but is it improved? An early injury may serve as an omen 


SEATTLE HAS anew 
> ~<a) stadium, new uniforms, 

a new conference and, 
perhaps, a new identity. In the inaugural 
game at Seahawks Stadium, an Aug. 10 
exhibition against the Colts, coach Mike 
Holmgren’s offense was the model of ef- 
ficiency. For 20 glorious minutes the Sea- 
hawks and their skeptical fans, who’ve 
seen the team go an NFL-worst 18 years 
without a playoff victory, were allowed to 
dream the dream. 

Then came the cruelest of wake-up 
calls, a high-low hit on quarterback Trent 
Dilfer that sent him to the turf, where he 
clutched his right knee and howled in 
pain. Dilfer feared his season was over, as 
did many of his deflated teammates, who 
had warmed to the veteran passer’s up- 
beat leadership style during last year’s en- 
couraging 9-7 campaign. 

“For a two-minute period I was pretty 
devastated,’ Dilfer recalls. “Then I calmed 
down and started to pray for perspective, 
and as they took me off the field, I was 
strangely at peace.” 

It turned out that the football gods 
weren't completely sadistic: Dilfer, who 
suffered a sprained medial collateral liga- 
ment in his right knee, should return 
sometime before the end of September, 


NEW TWIST 


> With quarterbacks coach Jim 
Zorn moving up to the coaching 
booth, Mike Holmgren now relates 
his plays directly to the quarterback, 


which, says Trent Dilfer, “is a great 
change. Mike coaches the game like 
he’s playing it, and now we can get 
into his head a little bit.” Of course 
that means Holmgren’s unfiltered 
opinions could sting at times too. 


138 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


possibly even for the team’s regular-season 
opener at Oakland. As a result Seattle, the 
only team to switch conferences in this 
year’s realignment, still harbors high hopes 
for 2002 despite joining a revamped NFC 
West that, in the Rams and 49ers, boasts 
two of the league’s more potent attacks. 
“T think we can be the best team in our 
division, no doubt,’ Dilfer says. “I’ve 
never been around a great offense, so I’m 
no authority, but we are an explosive, ath- 
letic group—excluding me, of course— 


that’s capable of outscoring anyone.” 

At once self-effacing and unerringly op- 
timistic, Dilfer’s personality has become 
inextricably entwined with the Seahawks’ 
sense of self-worth. The twice-discarded 
veteran captured the locker room last sea- 
son when, after relieving injured and in- 
effective starter Matt Hasselbeck, he won 
all four of his starts, extending a two-year 


Once he’s healthy, Dilfer will try to build on 
his 15-game winning streak as a starter. 
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streak of victories to 15 (including the 
Ravens’ championship run in 2000). 

With Dilfer’s health in question, the 
team’s early-season fortunes may rest on 
Hasselbeck, who a year ago was being 
hailed as the answer to the franchise’s 
long-standing quarterback woes. When 
Holmgren told him last March that the 
plan had changed, Hasselbeck was mad 
enough to start throwing things—except 
that most of his possessions were in boxes. 

“The timing was kind 
of bad?’ Hasselbeck re- 
calls, “because my wife 
and daughter and I were 
moving into a new house 
in the Seattle area. If 
they'd given me the news a couple of days 
earlier we probably wouldn’t have closed 
on the house. At one point during the year 
Mike had come to me and said, ‘Let’s just 
not turn the ball over and become a run- 
ning team? So I told him, ‘Hey, I played the 
way you asked me to’ But in retrospect that 
was just selfish talk on my part.” 

Hasselbeck and Dilfer have remained 
friends and supportive teammates. “Our 
team’s on the verge of doing some great 
things,” Hasselbeck says, “and Trent gives 
us certainty and credibility at quarterback.” 

Dilfer is determined not to let the knee 
injury derail this golden opportunity. Fi- 
nally he has a team that will let him chuck 
the ball with abandon. Dilfer believes his 
once-suspect accuracy will continue to 
improve, and with a premier running back 
in Shaun Alexander, Seattle should be able 
to keep defenses guessing. 

“With all Trent’s been through, to see 
him out here still smiling and feeling pos- 
itive, you can’t do anything but just give 
him a high five?’ says wideout Darrell Jack- 
son, who had a breakout season in 2001. 
“T think the dude’s awesome in every re- 
spect. Now it’s up to us, as receivers, to 
prove our worth, because I think we’re 
going to open things up this year.” 

For all of the Seahawks’ visions of aer- 
ial excellence, Dilfer knows there’s plen- 
ty of adversity to overcome and grunt 
work to be done. He’s also fairly certain 
that he’ll eventually lose a game, some- 
thing he hasn’t done in two years. “I’ve 
lost enough in my career that it won't be a 
shock to my system,” he says. 

In Seattle the real jolt would come from 
a victory in January. —M.S. 


“The hole in Seattle is the offensive line. Chris 
Mcintosh is a bust no matter how you look at it.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Seahawks 


Mike Holmgren is a quarterback guru, and yet 
they’ve been unsettled at that position since 
he arrived. ... It'll be interesting once Trent 

Dilfer comes back from his injury. This will be the first 

time somebody will give him an offense to run and say, 

‘Let him play.’ His accuracy has improved, and he gives 

his teammates confidence. . .. Darrell Jackson is vast- 

ly underrated. He’s different from the rest of those 

Florida receivers—he doesn’t have great speed, yet he 

makes a lot of plays. Koren Robinson showed neither 

speed nor playmaking ability as a rookie... . The key to 


STEVENS 


NFL PHOTOS 


SCHEDULE 


at Oakland 
ARIZONA 
at N.Y. Giants 
MINNESOTA 

Open date 

SAN FRANCISCO (Mon.) 

at St. Louis 

at Dallas 


WASHINGTON 
at Arizona 
DENVER 
KANSAS CITY 


this offense has always been the tight end, and 
Holmgren’s never had one who can block and catch well. 
Maybe Jerramy Stevens is that guy. He’s angular, so he 
should be able to block, and he might do some damage 
as a receiver. ... The hole in Seattle is the offensive line. 
Chris McIntosh is a bust no matter how you look at it. 
The inside guys are undersized, and they struggle. 
Letting tackle Todd Weiner go really hurt. . . . Their sec- 
ondary is shaky. They desperately need Shawn Springs 
to stay healthy. Willie Williams couldn’t hold up at cor- 
ner, Doug Evans can’t run, Reggie Tongue missed a lot 
of tackles, and Marcus Robertson is on his last legs... . 
On the pass rush, they need John Randle to come back 
healthy. Two years ago | didn’t think Randle 
had much juice left in him, but he’s still quick 
and explosive. They need him. 


at San Francisco 
PHILADELPHIA 
at Atlanta 

ST. LOUIS 

at San Diego 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank; T4 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .539 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Mike Holmgren; fourth season with Seattle (99-61 in NFL) 

2001 RECORD: 9-7 (second in AFC West) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 9/27/25; defense 15/23/20 
73comp. 59.8% 1,0l4yds. 7TDs 4 int. 92.0 rtg. 
I, 318 yds. 4. 3 ave. 44 rec. os hie 78 ave 36 TDs 

FB Mack Strong 2993 7 att. 55 yds. 3.2 avg. “tTr rec. ~ lal Al yds. 8. 3 avg. OTDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

65 7Orec. 1,08! yds. 8 TDs LE Lamar King 

99 39 rec. 536 yds. ITD LT Chad Eaton 44 tackles | sack 

212 29 rec. a yds. 0 aes RT John Randle 26 tackles Il sacks 

_ derramy St | 182 ‘Wrec. yds. T] RE AntonioCochran 24 tackles 4% sacks 
Rian Lindell 326 33/33 XPs- _ FGs 93 pts. | OLB Chad Brown 80 tackles 8% sacks 
Bobby Engram 212 6 ret. 16.0 avg. 410 TDs — MLB Isaiah Kacyvenski 25 tackles | int. 

R Maurice Morris (R) 126 Oret.  noavg. | OTDS! | OLB AnthonySimmons 10! tackles 2 sacks 

6’5” 308 Ibs. 16 games “16 starts} CB KenLucas 44 tackles | int. 

Steve Hutchinson 6'5” 313 Ibs. \G6games I6starts{ SS Reggie Tongue Gl tackles 3 int. 
Robbie Tobeck 6’ 4" 298 lbs. IG6games [6 starts} FS MarcusRobertson 48 tackles 2 int. 
Chris Gray 6’4" 308lbs. IG6games (6starts}] CB ShawnSprings (6tackles | int. 
Chris Mcintosh 6’ 6” 308 Ibs. Jeff Feagles 85 punts 43.9 avg. 


New aca 


QB Trent Dilfer 122 122 att. 
RB Smum Aloxanec 5 


309 att. 


Darrell Jackson l4tackles O sacks 
Koren Robinson 


Bobby Engram 


Walter Jones 


10 games 3starts | P 
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RUSSELL ATHLETIC PRODUCTS AVAILABLE AT: 


| ACADEMY SPORTS & OUTDOORS * BOB’S STORES * THE'BON TON: 
DICK’S. SPORTING GOODS * FILENE’S » FOLEY’S » GOTTSCHALKS * KAUFMANN’S > 
“ MACY’S « MODELL’S » ROBINSONS- -MAY THE SPORTS AUTHORITY. 
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‘@ 


ARIZONA 


Anew-look secondary is of primary concern for a team moving to a pass-happy division 


YOU CAN still buy Pat 

Tillman’s jersey wherever 

official Cardinals merchan- 

dise is sold, meaning that 
while he’s decked out in camouflage this 
fall, scores of Arizona fans will keep the 
memory of number 40 alive. And why 
not? By giving up his million-dollar con- 
tract and starting strong safety position 
in the hope of becoming an Army Ranger, 
Tillman not only qualified for super- 
patriot status but also ducked out of 
Dodge at the optimal time. 

With realignment shifting the Cardinals 
to the NFC West, home of the pass-happy 
49ers and Seahawks—and domain of the 
Rams’ aerial circus—the secondary will face 
as much pressure as any other in football. 
“Tn our division we'd better have some guys 
who can cover,’ says coach Dave McGin- 
nis, whose team quietly won five of its final 
eight games last season to finish 7-9. 
“We’re in a division with teams that are 
three or four years into their development, 
and we're going to have to grow up, fast.” 

So while most football fans are more 
aware of who’s not in the Arizona 
secondary—a year before Tillman bolted, 
perennial Pro Bowl cornerback Aeneas 
Williams went to St. Louis in a draft-day 
trade—the Cardinals are counting on this 


NEW TWIST 


> In free-agent signee Freddie Jones, 
the Cardinals feel they have a big- 
time tight end for the first time in 28 
years. Though Jones struggled last 
year in San Diego, Arizona hopes it 
signed the guy who caught 71 passes 
in 2000. With defenses geared to 
stop wideout David Boston, the Cards 
believe they can create favorable 
matchups with two-tight-end sets. 


JOHN W. MCDONOUGH 


revamped unit to make a name for itself. 
“We just want to be one of the best, if not 
the best, secondaries in the league,’ says 
free safety Kwamie Lassiter, the defensive 
backfield’s lone returning starter. “At the 
end of the year we'll see what’s what.” 
Lassiter, who had nine interceptions 
in 2001, enjoys turnovers more than 
turnover: Last March, while Arizona fans 
were busy reviving themselves after penu- 
rious owner Bill Bidwill authorized a five- 
year, $23 million contract for free-agent 


Vv 


cornerback Duane Starks, Lassiter was 
livid over how the ensuing payroll adjust- 
ments affected the rest of the starting sec- 
ondary. “I was mad as hell, because there 
was nothing wrong with Corey Chavous,” 
Lassiter says of Starks’s predecessor, a free 
agent who Arizona chose not to re-sign 
and is now with the Vikings. The cash 
commitment to Starks, a standout for the 


The thrifty Cardinals splurged on Starks, 
who has 20 interceptions in four seasons. 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Cardinals 


As usual, Arizona is like a six-cylinder engine 
G 6 that’s hitting on only five cylinders. It all starts 

with training camp: The Number | pick is 
never there on time, and it leaves a bad taste. To make 
matters worse, this year’s top pick, Wendell Bryant, is 
an underachiever. He can play defensive end or tackle, 
and he has great measurables but no motor.... The 
linebackers are weak, and the secondary is sloppy. They 
should have drafted [cornerback] Phillip Buchanon. .. . 
Leonard Davis has a chance to be the greatest guard 
ever to put on a uniform. Last year he threw the Eagles’ 


SOLOHd TN 


FREDDIE JONES 


Ravens for the past four seasons, also has- 
tened the departure of the other starting 
cornerback, Tom Knight, who’s now with 
the Patriots; left David Barrett, an inex- 
perienced third-year player, as the starter 
opposite Starks; and cost Lassiter the 
long-term contract he’d been seeking. 
Says Lassiter, who accepted a one-year, 
$3.34 million deal after the team desig- 
nated him as its franchise player, “I tell 
Starks all the time, ‘You’re the reason I don’t 
have a contract? ” 


SCHEDULE & 3 sant Starks replies, “You 

SNE osnincon They might have the best line in football, but inser acuie 

at Seattle = « » : of money. They’re 

22)| SAN DIEGO they’re wasting it with a soft running game.” 5. ine tease me as 
ee RS ENTS deere once an excuse.” 

Oct. G | at Carolina Corey Simon around like a grade school kid, and Simon’s While Lassiter stews about his future— 

43 | Open date a good player. In fact, they might have the best offensive “If it comes to the end of the season and 

20 | DALLAS line in football, but they’re wasting it with a soft running they haven’t worked out something long- 

memes 808" Francisco game and no Number 2 receiver. Thomas Jones is soft, term? he says, “why even bother talking 

Nov. 3 | ST.Louis tentative and just not a good runner. .. . Quarterback to me?”—he’s hell-bent on enhancing the 

#0 | SEATTLE Jake Plummer takes chances and tends to screw up present. As McGinnis acknowledges, the 

#7 | at Philadelphia early. Then, if he does something good late in the game, Cardinals lack a premier pass rusher, 

peer Coe | OAKLAND _.......|_ people say, Jake did it again.’. . . Freddie Jones is a big meaning the defensive backs will have to 

Dec. 1 | at Kansas City upgrade at tight end—a good receiver and a good hang tough against aerial opportunists. 

$8 | DETROIT enough blocker. . .. David Boston gained 25 pounds of In an attempt to build chemistry and trust, 

§5 | at St. Louis muscle last year, and he uses it. He does a lot of that Lassiter plans to be more forceful about 

Be SN FRANCISCO (Sat) | bushing off stuff that Michael Irvin used to do. For a big compelling his fellow defensive backs to 


guy, he’s quick out of the break, and he runs great 
routes. He’s the total package, but he can’t do 
it by himself. Frank Sanders, the other starter, 
is like a Number 4 receiver. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: !0 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .520 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Dave McGinnis; third season with Arizona (8-17 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 7-9 (fourth in NFC East) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 27/13/18; defense 24/26/28 


OFFENSIVE BACKS [Aji 


QB JakePlummer 36 525 att. 304comp. 579% 3,653 yds. I8TDs 14 int. 79.6 rtg. 
RB ThomasJones 78 M2 att. 380 yds. 3.4 avg. 2i rec. 151 yds. 72avg. 5TDs 
RB MarcelShippt 202 257att. 1,)06 yds. 4.3 avg. 23 rec. 230 yds. 10.0 avg. I2TDs 
FB Joel Makovicka 34! | att. 19 yds. i9.0avg. I6rec. 95 yds. 5.9avg. ITD 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


WR David Boston 32 98 rec. 
WR Frank Sanders {il 4l rec. 


1598 yds. 8TDs 
618 yds. 2TDs 


Fred Wakefield 
Russell Davis 


29 tackles 2 sacks 
37 tackles 2sacks 


WR MarTay Jenkins 208 32 rec. 518 yds. 3TDs Wendell Bryant (R) G9 tackles 8 sacks 
TE FreddieJones 129 35rec. 388 yds. 4TDs Kyle Vanden Bosch {itackles %sack 
K BillGramatica 243 25/25XPs 16/20FGs 73 pts. Raynoch Thompson Gi tackles sack 
PR Arnold Jackson 417 | 40 ret. 11.5 avg. OTDs Ron McKinnon 97 tackles 2sacks 
KR MarTay Jenkins 208 49 ret. 22.9 avg. OTDs Rob Fredrickson 72tackles 4sacks 
LT LJ. Shelton 6'6" 335 Ibs. I6 games 16 starts Duane Starks 54tackles 4 int. 

LG Pete Kendall 6'5" 294 Ibs. Ilgames II starts Adrian Wilson 24tackles 2 int. 

C Mike Gruttadauria 6'3” 284 Ibs. iSgames_ 15 starts Kwamie Lassiter 83 tackles 9 int. 
RG LeonardDavis 6'6” 370lbs. {6games_ [6 starts David Barrett 5ltackles 2int. 

RT Anthony Clement 6’'8”" 351 Ibs. 16 games ___|6 starts Scott Player 67 punts 41.5 avg. 
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spend quality time together off the field. 

“When we went to the playoffs in ’98, 
we were a real close team,” Lassiter says. 
“I think we have to get that camaraderie 
back. Thursday nights are supposed to be 
our nights out, and unless it’s an emer- 
gency, I want everybody there.” 

Logic suggests that Starks could use the 
company, because during the games he’s 
likely to be the loneliest man on the field. 
But the 5' 10", 172-pounder doesn’t buy 
into the notion that teams will throw away 
from him and try to exploit Barrett. “No, 
because I’m a small guy,’ Starks says, “and 
people always like to pick on a small guy.” 

If the secondary has a bully, it’s strong 
safety Adrian Wilson, a third-round pick 
last year. The 6' 3", 207-pounder is a fast, 
big-hitting smack talker. “I expect to be 
one of the best in the league?’ Wilson says. 
“Nothing against Pat, but I’m sick of talk- 
ing about his decision. Hopefully I can 
give people something to talk about.” 

“Believe me, he will? Lassiter says. “The 
fans love Tillman so much, they’re going 
to wear his jerseys until he comes back. 
But you’ll be seeing Adrian’s jersey in the 
stands next year.” —M.S. 


) 
© BATTERIES © 


It’s a mad dash for all the best parts. 
Junkyard Wars kicks off a brand new season. 

Each week two teams, racing against time, build 
bizarre machines—Paint Ball Tanks, Ice Warriors, 
Underwater Mine Sweepers—and then compete to see 
who will go on to be the ultimate Junkyard champs. 


| WEDNESDAYS OPM 


Sponsored by: 


(>) R adioSh ack To check out the latest junk, go 
You've got questions. We if answers, j 


ve got answe to discovery.com and click on TLC. 


All New Episodes! 


NEW ENGLAND 


Respect is hard to come by, but that suits the defending Super Bowl champs just fine 


HOW DO you win 
respect in the NFL? 
Well, winning the 
Super Bowl’s a good 
start. Unless you happen to be the Patriots. 

“Someone told me that Las Vegas has 
an over-under of 8% [wins] for us; quar- 
terback Tom Brady says. It’s true. The Im- 
perial Palace in Vegas has assigned the de- 
fending champions a position slightly 
above mediocre. Ten teams are projected 
to win more games. Last season the Pa- 
triots beat five of them. 

“See? No respect again,’ says Brady, who 
started for injured Drew Bledsoe in the 
third game last year and closed out the sea- 
son with nine straight victories, ending 
with his game-winning drive for a field 
goal in the Super Bowl. “In a sense, it’s 
frustrating. In another, who gives a damn? 
All I know is that I’ve got a Super Bowl 
ring on my finger.” 

“Always fighting, always the underdog, 
that’s us; says strong safety Lawyer Milloy. 

Last year coach Bill Belichick and player 
personnel director Scott Pioli handpicked 
personnel who fit a mold: hard workers, 
role players, guys willing to sacrifice, such 
as Willie McGinest, who gave up his job 
as a pass rusher in the Super Bowl to per- 
form the mundane task of chipping away 


NEW TWIST 


> The newest New England 
defensive wrinkle will be the Big 
Nickel, which features free-agent 
signee Victor Green and fellow 
safeties Tebucky Jones and Lawyer 
Milloy. The middle of the field will 
be a hazardous area for receivers. 
“Just watch,” says secondary coach 
Eric Mangini. “They're going to light 
up some people.” 
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at Rams running back Marshall Faulk, 
blunting his effectiveness as a pass re- 
ceiver. Faulk’s numbers: four catches, 54 
yards, no touchdowns. 

In the Pro Bowl voting, only two New 
England players, Brady and Milloy, were 
picked—the lowest number for any cham- 
pionship team in the 32 years the game 
has been played in the AFC-NFC format. 


BOB ROSATO 


(Two other Pats, cornerback Ty Law and 
wideout Troy Brown, were added later as 
injury replacements.) “The best names on 
the market, the superstars and big- 
contract guys, aren’t always what you need 
to win with,’ says cornerback Otis Smith, 


Smith (right) is one of the unsung 
Patriots who makes plays, not headlines. 


, 


A 


a Jets castoff. “You need players. The guys 
who are superfast, who can jump over a 
stadium, yeah, they’re nice. But you only 
need the guy who can beat the man he’s 
playing against.” 

The buzz out of Pittsburgh, one of the 
preseason Super Bowl favorites, is the re- 
turn of 19 starters. New England brings 
back 19 too. Plus the Pats fortified them- 
selves at tight end, picking up Christian 
Fauria from the Seahawks and Cam Clee- 
land from the Saints 


Sa Gah “é  “They can’t keep living on scores off blocked 


Daniel Graham of 
Colorado in the first 


raiineDetheyye added kicks and interceptions and punt returns.” 


two quality wideouts, 

Donald Hayes (Panthers) and rookie 
Deion Branch of Louisville; a pair of 
nickelbacks, Victor Green (Jets) and 
Tommy Knight (Cardinals); and a defen- 
sive end, former Jet Rick Lyle. And Brady, 
protected in a system that will not call on 
him to win games on his own, should be 
even better. 

The Patriots should be improved. So 
why no respect? 

“People talk about this as a motivating 
tool,” Belichick says. “But you know 
where motivation comes from? From 
knowing what you’re doing, from being 
in the right defense. The other stuff—the 
speeches, the emotion, running through a 
brick wall—is overrated. This is a team 
with leaders. Do you think you have to 
give a Lawyer Milloy or a Willie McGinest 
a pregame speech? They wait all week for 
Sunday.” 

Early in August, though, Belichick did 
take his team to the Imax Theater in 
Providence for, well, no one quite knew 
for what. Then the curtain opened, and 
out stepped one of the greatest team 
players who ever lived, former Boston 
Celtic Bill Russell, the center on 11 NBA 
championship teams. The topic of his 
45-minute address: how to repeat as a 
champion. 

“It’s not easy to impress professional 
athletes, but we were in awe.” McGinest 
says. “He opened it up to questions, and 
someone asked him, ‘After winning eight 
or nine championships, how did you stay 
hungry?’ 

“He said, ‘By being aggressive’ That 
will be the 2002 Patriots.” 

—Paul Zimmerman 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Patriots 


On paper this looks like a better team than 

last year’s Super Bowl champion. But the 

Patriots lived on the edge last season, and 
can you tell me that guys like Roman Phifer, who 
nobody wanted but had a career year, or Otis Smith, 
who'd probably have a hard time making any other 
team, will come through again the way they did? . .. It’s 
obvious what the thrust of their off-season moves was: 
Get more help for their young quarterback. Nobody 
worried about their tight ends last year. Then they 
picked up Christian Fauria, who’s probably on the 


NFL PHOTOS 


PITTSBURGH (Mon.) 
at N.Y. Jets 
KANSAS CITY 

at San Diego 


downside but better than anyone they had, then Cam at Miami 


Cleeland, an injury gamble but a big score if they can GREEN BAY 

keep him healthy, then Daniel Graham in the draft. Now Severe 

it’s a position of strength. ...1| like Donald Hayes, the |---—-----------}----------------------------------- 
big [6’ 4”] wideout they got from Carolina, and their at Buffalo F 
second-round pick, Deion Branch, so now Tom Brady . Srey 

has two more wide receivers to throw to. They had to MINNESOTA 


at Detroit (Thurs.) 
BUFFALO 

at Tennessee (Mon.) 

N.Y. JETS 

MIAMI 


do something. They scored only three offensive touch- 
downs in the playoffs last season. They can’t keep liv- 
ing on scores off blocked kicks and interceptions and 
punt returns. ... You know that a Bill Belichick defense 
is going to be good, particularly if he gets a big year out 
of Willie McGinest, who was hurt a lot last year.... 
Watch these two guys who were rookies in 
200!—Matt Light and Richard Seymour. 
Both could move up to Pro Bow! level. 


"Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI3 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .504 
Games against playoff teams: 8 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200I statistics 


COACH: Bill Belichick; third season with New England (52-60 in NFL) 
200! RECORD: |I-5 (first in AFC East) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 13/22/19; defense 19/24/24 
OFFENSIVE BACKS |Al;w 


QB Tom Brady 43 4lSatt. 264comp. 63.9%  2,843yds. I8TDs  {2int. 86.5 rtg. 
RB AntowainSmith 52 287att. 1,157 yds. 40 avg. I9rec. 192yds. lO.lavg. I3 TDs 
RB JR. Redmond 224 35 att. 9 yds. 34avg. I3rec. I32yds. l[0.2avg. OTDs 
FB Marc Edwards 262 = 5ilatt. 141 yds. 2.8avg. 25 rec. 166 yds. 6.6avg. 3TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


WR Troy Brown 2i lOlrec. JI99 yds. 5TDs LE BobbyHamilton 3itackles 7 sacks 
188 5irec. 749yds. 47Ds [iT Steve Martin 5 2 


103° 52rece. 597 yds. _ | RT RichardSeymour 25 tackles 3 sacks 
: i 226 2irec. y 3 RE Anthony Pleasant 35 tackles 6 sacks 
Adam Vinatieri 209 41/42 XPs 24/30 FGs {13 pts. | OLB Roman Phifer 70 tackles 2 sacks 
Troy Brown 2i 29 ret. 14.2avg. 2TDs MLB Tedy Bruschi 54 tackles 2 sacks 
Kevin Faulk 347 33 ret. 20.\avg. OTDs OLB Mike Vrabel 40 tackles 3 sacks 
Matt Light 6'4" 305lbs. I4games (2starts }CB TyLaw 59 tackles 3 int. 
Damien Woody 6'3” 320lbs. !4games 4starts | SS Lawyer Milloy 77 tackles 2 int. 
Mike Compton 6'6" 310 lbs. {iG6games (6starts] FS TebuckyJones 50 tackles | int. 
Joe Andruzzi 6'3”" 315lbs. iG6games (6starts}CB Otis Smith 55 tackles 5 int. 
KenyattaJones 6'3” 305lbs. Sgames Ostarts JP Ken Walter 49 punts 40.1 avg. 
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With Norv Turner and Ricky Williams on board, things are finally looking up on offense 


IT WAS early 1991 and 

© Jimmy Johnson, the third- 

year coach of the Cowboys, 

and his first lieutenant, Dave 

Wannstedt, were looking for 

an offensive coordinator to 

breathe life into an attack that had finished 
28th in the league the previous season. 

“We talked to a few guys,” recalls 
Wannstedt, now the coach in Miami. 
“Gary Stevens, Joe Pendry, a couple I 
didn’t even know. Then I said, ‘How about 
Norv Turner?’ I'd coached with him at 
USC. When Jimmy and I were at the Uni- 
versity of Miami in the 1980s, we visited 
the L.A. Rams’ camp. Norv was the re- 
ceivers coach there. We had a few drinks 
and talked football.” 

Turner was hired in Dallas, and the rest 
is history. In his first season overseeing 
the offense, wideout Michael Irvin caught 
93 passes (a club record at the time), Em- 
mitt Smith won the first of his three 
straight NFL rushing titles, and Troy Aik- 
man went to his first Pro Bow] after his 
passer rating spiked more than 20 points. 
In Turner’s second and third seasons, the 
Cowboys won the Super Bowl. 

Now Turner gets the call again. Wann- 
stedt has brought him to Miami to turn its 
offense, which has played in the shadow 


NEW TWIST 


> Mark Dixon, Miami’s most con- 
sistent lineman the past four years, 
was moved from left guard to left 
tackle on Aug. 7, mainly because 
Jamie Nails has been performing so 
well. “The last time | played there was 
in Canada in 1997,” says Dixon. “We 
threw 50 to 60 times a game. Even 
lab monkeys can figure out how 

to pass block in a system like that.” 


1446 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


of Dan Marino since the quarterback re- 
tired after the ’99 season, into something 
that will have defenses on their heels. 
“You can’t typecast Norv,’ Aikman says. 
“What he'll do in Miami will be different 
from what he did in Dallas or when he was 
in Washington. But his real strength is 
gearing his offense to his personnel, using 
those people in ways they’re most com- 
fortable—and then creating mismatches.” 
Some of the personnel was already in 


place when Turner arrived. The biggest 
addition is premier running back Ricky 
Williams, acquired in a trade from the 
Saints a month after Turner was hired. “I 
don’t think I could have come to a better 
situation?’ Williams says. “Number 1, play- 
ing on grass is always nice. Number 2, I 
love playing in the heat. Number 3, Coach 


Williams will add pop to a ground game 
that ranked 23rd in the league last year. 


OLvsou 608 


Turner isn’t bashful about pounding away 
when the situation is right, and number 4, 
we have a great defense. I feel that the 
stage is set.” 

Deep threat Chris Chambers, who burst 
onto the scene as a rookie last season, will 
be Jay Fiedler’s go-to guy. Chambers aver- 
aged a league-best 18.4 yards a catch last 
year while learning the offense, and he 
should jump-start a deep passing game 
that hasn’t scared anybody since the days of 
the Marks brothers, Clay- 
ton and Duper. “They’ve 
got me moving all over 
the field, trying to get me 
open,’ Chambers says, 
“kind of like the way the 
Rams do it with Marshall Faulk.” 

In 1996 in Washington, Turner’s system 
produced 1,014 yards for 35-year-old Henry 
Ellard and a league-leading 19.5 yards per 
catch. Last season Turner oversaw a Charg- 
ers offense that had three receivers who av- 
eraged at least 15.6 yards a reception. 
Twenty-one teams didn’t have even one. 

For Miami, of course, the key is Fiedler, 
who’s been a tough competitor since Mari- 
no retired but not exactly a precision pass- 
er. “We'll play to his strength? Turner says. 
“He'll break containment. He'll throw off 
bootlegs, off rollouts. When we have to, 
we'll use maximum protection with tight 
ends and a fullback. But the ball will be 
coming out quickly.” 

“The beauty of Norv’s system,” Fiedler 
says, “is that he likes to go downfield, but 
you're not going to drop back and hold the 
ball forever. It’s all on the break, it’s all 
timing. For me, it’s perfect. I just hope the 
receivers are on the same page.” 

For the past few years Miami has been 
known for its defense, led by a fine pair of 
corners, Sam Madison and Patrick Surtain, 
right end Jason Taylor and far-ranging 
middle linebacker Zach Thomas. The Dol- 
phins have reached the postseason the past 
five years, but every time they’ve gotten 
there, things have broken down. 

“We’ve been a sound defense, but not 
something I'd call real dynamic,’ Thomas 
says. “With the offense we'll unleash now, 
we'll be able to be more aggressive, take 
more chances. We can blitz more, for in- 
stance. We might give up a big play now 
and then, but we'll make more of them, 
too. I promise you, we'll be exciting on 
both sides of the ball” —P.Z. 


“Fiedler finds ways to win. Sometimes that’s 
more important than being a pretty passer.” 


There are things | like about this team and 
& things | don’t. Ricky Williams is a tremendous 

talent. He was a great pickup. | really like their 
wide receivers. Chris Chambers is ready for a bust-out 
year. Oronde Gadsden is a classic possession wideout. 
And believe it or not, | like Jay Fiedler. | never thought 
he’d have a chance, but he’s a competitor. He finds ways 
to win games. Sometimes that’s more important than 
being a pretty passer. .. . Where it breaks down is on the 
offensive line. | think it’s the worst in the division. The left 
side? Who knows? Their center, Tim Ruddy, is an old war- 


rior who's on the downside. Their right tackle, Todd Wade, 
has to have a real smart guy playing next to him, and I’m 
not sure about Todd Perry.... The defense has been 
keeping them up there for a while, and you won’t find a 
better pair of corners than Sam Madison and Patrick 
Surtain, but they’ve got to fill two spots on the line, and 
you wonder about their pass rush... . Jason Taylor’s a 
stud. It’s a mismatch when he’s one-on-one against any 
tackle in the league, but Tim Bowens has got to take on 
the role of inside pocket collapser and do it with consis- 
tency.... 1 respect Dave Wannstedt for getting rid of 
[defensive tackle] Daryl Gardener. It sent a message. The 
guy they picked up to replace him, Larry Chester, is a 
plugger, a block-eater, and you need someone 5 


like that to keep people off Zach Thomas. If 
Bowens really turns it on, things will work out. 
PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Dave Wannstedt; third season with Miami (62-66 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: |!-5 (second in AFC East) 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Dolphins 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 23/19/21; defense I7/1/5 


say 
z CHESTER 


PS Ss ae 
SCHEDULE 


DETROIT 
at Indianapolis 
N.Y. JETS 

at Kansas City 


NEW ENGLAND 
at Denver 
BUFFALO 
Open date 


at Green Bay (Mon.) 
at N.Y. Jets 
BALTIMORE 

SAN DIEGO 

at Buffalo 
CHICAGO (Mon.) 
OAKLAND 

at Minnesota (Sat.) 
at New England 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI9 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .488 
Games against playoff teams: 8 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR’ 

QB Jay Fiedler 90 450att. 273comp. 60.7% 3,290 yds. 20TDs 19 int. 80.3 rtg. 

RB Ricky Williams 9 33att. [245yds. 4.0avg. 60rec. Sllyds. 8.5avg. 7TDs 

RB Travis Minor 204 59 att. 281 yds. 4.8 avg. 29 rec. 263 yds. 9Y.lavg. 3TDs 

FB Rob Konrad 194 Satt. 22 yds. 44 avg. 5rec. 52 yds. 10.4 avg. 2TDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR ChrisChambers 6! 48 rec. 883 yds. 7TDs LE Jason Taylor 47 tackles 8 sacks 

WR OrondeGadsden {61 55 rec. 674 yds. 3TDs LT Larry Chester 27 tackles ‘sack 

WR James McKnight {74 55 rec. 684 yds. 3TDs RT Tim Bowens 30 tackles 3 sacks 
Randy McMichael (R) [90 24 rec, 28lyds. 17D RE Adewale Ogunleye [tackle sack 
Olindo Mare 180 39/40 XPs 19/21FGs 96 pts. | OLB MorlonGreenwood 29 tackles 1% sacks 
Jeff Ogden 879 32 ret. IL8 avg. OTDs MLB Zach Thomas 94 tackles 3 sacks 
Travis Minor 204 Oret. noavg. OTDs OLB Derrick Rodgers 44 tackles | sack 
Mark Dixon 6' 4" 300 lbs. 0 games !O starts} CB Sam Madison (8 tackles 2 int. 
Jamie Nails 6'6" 360 lbs. Ogames Ostarts } SS Arturo Freeman 27 tackles | int. 
Tim Ruddy 6'3”" 300 lbs. {I5games [5starts} FS Brock Marion 52 tackles 5 int. 
Todd Perry 6'5" 305 lbs. {i6games |6starts} CB Patrick Surtain 43 tackles 3 int. 
Todd Wade 6'8”" 325 lbs. i5games |5starts | P Mark Royals 83 punts 40.7 avg. 
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Vinny Testaverde is fighting Father Time as he makes one more playoff push 


VINNY TESTAVERDE, 
who turns 39 in Novem- 
ber, studies the little 
chart that has been cre- 
ated for his benefit. It notes the achieve- 
ments of every professional quarterback 
after his 38th birthday. 

John Unitas, starter on a playoff team at 
38 but injured, hurt again at 39 while play- 
ing out the string, and finally benched in 
San Diego at age 40. 

Dan Marino, turned 38 in September of 
his final season. Missed five games and had 
the lowest rating (67.4) of his career. 

Well, neither of those will do. 

“Here, this one,’ Testaverde says, point- 
ing to the name of John Elway, the MVP of 
Super Bowl XXXIII at 38. “And this one,” 
he says, finding Warren Moon, who was 
effective as a starter until he was 41. “And 
how about Phil?” he says, singling out the 
Giants’ Phil Simms, who had a highly pro- 
ductive year for an 11-5 team at 38. 

See? Quarterbacks have been success- 
ful at 38, and beyond, and Testaverde be- 
lieves he is ready to join their ranks. “T'll 
tell you the difference between me and the 
quarterbacks of the past,’ he says. “None 
of them was as dedicated to lifting as ve 
been. Maybe Elway and Marino did it to- 
ward the end of their careers, but I start- 


NEW TWIST 


b> Chad Morton is 5’ 8”, [95 pounds, 
with a 40 time of 4.4, a 425-pound 
bench press and a knack for making 
things happen. Last year, after coming 
from the Saints in a preseason 
trade, Morton was used mostly on 
returns. Now he'll be a third-down 
specialist, either as a fourth wideout 
or as a receiver out of the backfield. 
He should give the Jets some punch. 


148 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


ed young, actually in high school. I used to 
lift in my best friend’s garage. I always 
wanted to be strong. People talk about age 
and I snicker. They never did what I did.” 

But old quarterbacks are more injury- 
prone. “In 2000, the season after I tore 
my Achilles tendon, I was a little cautious 
dropping back,” Testaverde says. “Now 
I’m not. I’m not cautious about anything.” 

In March he underwent surgery to re- 


move a benign tumor from his left foot. 
He missed the Jets’ off-season workouts, 
so for the first time his backup, Chad Pen- 
nington, a first-round draft choice two 
years ago, took all the snaps with the first 
unit. Then on July 30, the fifth day of 
training camp, Testaverde jammed his 


Moss gives the Jets a deep threat, but 
injuries kept him out of Il games last year. 


bs 
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right thumb. It was announced as a one- 
to-two-week injury, but he was back at 
practice a few days later. It was as if he 
were saying, This is my job, and I’m not 
giving it up. 

So there are fingers crossed all around. 
Starting a season with a 38-year-old quar- 
terback with a history of injuries and a 
backup who has thrown only 25 passes in 
his NFL career is risky. Plus, at the end of 
last season Testaverde and offensive co- 
ordinator Paul Hackett 
frequently pointed fin- 
gers at each other and 
definitely were not on 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Jets 


You’ve got to be concerned about their offen- 
é is sive line. Kevin Mawae is coming off shoulder 

surgery. Randy Thomas had his knee scoped 
and has a bad shoulder. Dave Szott is out until Novem- 
ber with a knee injury. Kareem McKenzie, who knows? 
They paid Jason Fabini left-tackle money, but he’s ath- 
letically limited. . .. Vinny Testaverde is 38. Their offen- 
sive coordinator, Paul Hackett, is a nice guy, but where’s 
the production? They’d better hope that Curtis Martin 
stays healthy, because he’s the offense. .. . They need a 
second wideout. Wayne Chrehet is a classic slot receiv- 


ited 


DONNIE ABRAHAM 


NFL PHOTOS 


“Abraham and Beasley are going to have to =a aaereien 
. NEW ENGLAND 
it sis Haat work hard because the safeties are suspect.” at Miami 


The offense could 
find a new weapon in Santana Moss, last 
year’s first-round draft selection. A wide- 
out who can get downfield, Moss played 
in only five games last season because of 
injuries, but he’s healthy this year. There 
are two new starters on an offensive line 
that lost its coach, Bill Muir, to the Bucs. 
The one constant is running back Curtis 
Martin, who at 28 had his finest season 
as a pro last year. Over the last seven sea- 
sons he has more carries (2,343) than any 
player in the league. 

“T think people just have a fear of fa- 
tigue and overdoing it,’ Martin says. “I 
would love to be pushed to that place. I’ve 
carried 35, 40 times a game, and that’s 
when I feel that I’m at my best, when I 
have the most energy.” 

The offense was heavily run-oriented 
by the end of last season, but it was the 
defense that did in the Jets. When Pro 
Bowl defensive end John Abraham went 
out early in the wild-card playoff loss to 
Oakland with the flu, the unit collapsed, 
giving up 38 points and 502 yards, 215 on 
the ground. The run defense finished 28th 
in the league, so fixing it was a priority. 

Three defensive linemen were import- 
ed, including the talented Josh Evans from 
Tennessee. Sam Garnes, a 225-pound 
strong safety, limited in coverage but stur- 
dy against the run, came from the Giants. 
The corners were replaced, with Donnie 
Abraham and Aaron Beasley taking over. 

Though John Abraham is questionable 
for the opener after spraining his left 
MCL early in camp, the defense should 
be better. The offense could be too, pro- 
vided Testaverde wins his war against Fa- 
ther Time. —P.Z. 


at Jacksonville 


KANSAS CITY 


er, and as the third guy he’s better than any third corner- 


back in the game, but as a No. 2 he has a tendency to get Open date 
3 : : : MINNESOTA 
lost.... Defensively, they’re going to play with small CLEVELAND 
ends, unless they start Steve White, and he’s just aver- ewenuasnnenesnsenensatancnnsannes- 
age.... They have three defensive tackles, all having SOR Diego 
faced suspensions [for violating the league’s substance- ar Detch 
abuse policy], but | think they got lucky with Josh Evans. 


BUFFALO 


A lot of teams wanted to sign him. .. . | like their new left 
corner, Donnie Abraham. No one in the league has inter- 
cepted more passes over the last six years. But he and 
Aaron Beasley are going to have to work hard because 
the safeties, Sam Garnes and Damien Robinson, are 
suspect as far as coverage is concerned.... 1 wasn’t 
crazy about their draft. Did they really need 
another edge rusher—Bryan Thomas? | can't 
figure out what they’re doing. 


at Oakland (Mon.) 
DENVER 
at Chicago* 
at New England 
GREEN BAY 


*Champaign, Ill. 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 22 
Opponents’ 2001 winning percentage: .484 
Games against playoff teams: 7 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200I statistics 


COACH: Herman Edwards; second season with New York (10-6 in NFL) 

2001 RECORD: {0-6 (third in AFC East) | NFL RANK (rush/pass/total); offense 4/29/24; defense 28/7/19 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [Aiiy 
QB VinnyTestaverde 108 44 att. 260 comp. 59.0%  2,752yds. I5TDs (4 int. 75.3 rtg. 
RB Curtis Martin 12 333 att. 1,513 yds. 45 avg. 53 rec. 320 yds. 6.0avg. IOTDs 


RB LaMontJordan 248 939att. 292 yds. 75 avg. 7rec. 44 yds. 6.3 avg. 2TDs 
FB Richie Anderson 20/ 26 att. 102 yds. 3.9 avg. 40 rec. 252yds. G6.3avg. 2TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


LE Shaun Ellis 27 tackles 5 sacks 
LT JoshEvans 40 tackles 5) sacks 
RT Jason Fergusont 46 tackles | sack 
RE JohnAbraham 53tackles 13 sacks 
OLB MoLewis 76 tackles 3 sacks 
MLB MarvinJones 95tackles | sack 
‘OLB SamCowartt {30 tackles 5% sacks 
CB Donnie Abraham 29 tackles 6 int. 
SS SamGarnes 59 tackles _| int. 
FS DamienRobinson 37tackles 2 int. 
CB AaronBeasley 36 tackles int. 
P Matt Turk Bipunts 41,0 avg. 
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WR LaveranuesColes 98 59 rec. 868 yds. 7TDs 
WR WayneChrebet {12 56 rec. 750 yds. ITD 
WR SantanaMoss 144 2rec, 40 yds. OTDs 
TE AnthonyBecht [36 36 rec. 32l yds. 5TDs 
K John Hall 261 32/32 XPs 24/31FGs 104 pts. 
PR SantanaMoss 144 6G ret. 3.7 avg. OTDs 
KR Chad Morton 345 12 ret. 20.6 avg. OTDs 
LT Jason Fabini 6'7" 304lbs. I6games 6 starts 
LG J.P. Machado 6'4” 300 lbs. I6games 3starts 
C Kevin Mawae 6'4” 289 lbs. {G6 games |6 starts 
RG RandyThomas 6'4” 30! Ibs. \3 games 13 starts 
RT KareemMcKenzie 6'6” 327lbs. 8games  Ostarts 


An offense built around Drew Bledsoe should shine, but the defense still needs buffing 


PEERLESS PRICE runs 

a deep corner route toward 

ws the end zone. Two defend- 

(fe ers have the coverage. Drew 

Bledsoe’s throw is high and arcing, a 

40-yard touch pass with little margin for 

error. Price leaps and pulls the ball in, and 

there’s an eruption from the stands. The 

fans are slapping high fives, waving their 
fists and yelling, “Drew! Drewww!” 

This is the pretty part of the operation, 
the thing that brings them out on a 90° af- 
ternoon in August. When Bledsoe, who was 
acquired from the Patriots in April for a 
2003 first-round choice, made his first visit 
to Buffalo, a band played his Washington 
State fight song. A full-length picture of 
him adorns the cover of the media guide. 
Singer Tom Sartori, a Buffalo resident, even 
wrote a song about Bledsoe, to the tune of 
John Mellencamp’s Jack and Diane. 

“My friend was watching the draft when 
the trade was announced,” says Eric 
Moulds, one of the league’s premier long- 
ball wideouts. “I was getting food from 
the kitchen. All of a sudden he started 
yelling, ‘We got Bledsoe! We got Bledsoe!’ 
My heart jumped. A big, strong quarter- 
back who likes to go downfield. Right then 
I knew that the sky’s the limit. I can have 
the best year I’ve ever had.” 


NEW TWIST 


> The Bills are letting new middle 
linebacker London Fletcher run 
free to make plays, which is what he 
does best. “My last two years in 

St. Louis, | had to secure the deep 
middle in that Cover 2 defense,” 

he says. “Il was out of the picture a 
lot. Now I'll be back to being wild 
again. It'll be London Fletcher here, 
there, everywhere.” 


iso SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


The Bills have built an offense around 
Bledsoe. With the fourth pick in the draft 
they selected Mike Williams, a 6' 6", 
370-pound tackle from Texas with feet 
like a dancer’s. In the second round they 
picked LSU’s Josh Reed, a wideout who 
has been one of the stars of camp. Free 
agency brought them former Broncos 


tackle Trey Teague, who will switch to 
center. In fact, the line looks strong, fea- 
turing five-time Pro Bowler Ruben Brown 
at left guard. 

On one side of the ball there are smiles 


Former archfoe Bledsoe looks forward to 
leading Buffalo back to its winning ways. 


BUFFALO 


39vdI0 WOL 


all around as the Bills prepare to improve 
on a 3-13 season. But there’s another side 
to the picture, and that could determine 
how much progress this team makes. In a 
far corner of the practice field, feisty 
64-year-old John Levra, the defensive line 
coach, drills his gang of no-names. “I’ve 
been in football for 44 years, and this 
might be my biggest challenge,” he says. 
“Tm tired of reading how this unit is the 
weak link of the club. It’s time to do some- 
thing about it” 

One name you might 
recognize is that of Pat 
Williams, the 315-pound 
sixth-year tackle. Two 
years ago he played so 
well that the team chose not to re-sign Ted 
Washington. Last year Williams had one 
stretch in which, as Levra says, “he was just 
killing people.” But late in the season he 
suffered a broken left fibula that sidelined 
him for three games. 

Going into camp, Williams was sur- 
rounded by rookies and young veterans. 
So in mid-August, Buffalo signed experi- 
enced ends Chidi Ahanotu and Shawn 
Price. “I know what’s expected of me,” 
Williams says. “Number 1, have a big year. 
Number 2, help the young guys.” 

The only other sure starter on the line is 
end Aaron Schobel, who led the team with 
6% sacks last year. No one knows who will 
be the outside pass rushers when the Bills 
go into their nickel. Getting to the quar- 
terback was a problem last year (Buffalo 
was 21st in the NFL, with 34 sacks), as was 
stopping the run (seven ballcarriers had 
100-yard games). After five years among 
the league’s top 10 defenses, the Bills sank 
to 21st. They addressed a need by bringing 
in two quality free-agent linebackers, Lon- 
don Fletcher from the Rams and Eddie 
Robinson from the Titans. “Sometimes 
we'll have to do it by scheme;’ Levra says, 
“sometimes by hard work and hustle and 
speed. At least all these guys can run” 

Before the season starts, there could be 
more pickups along the D-line, but the 
Bills’ biggest problem was cured when they 
got Bledsoe. “When I was in New England?’ 
he says, “a Patriots-Bills game was always 
a dogfight. Through the years I’ve had a 
tremendous amount of respect for this or- 
ganization. Now I’m part of it. I have a 
chance to be a leader. I have a chance to 
leave a legacy with two teams.” —P.Z. 


“1 like what they've done with their offense. Drew 
Bledsoe could have the best year of his career.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Bills 


I'm higher on this team than other scouts are. 
thi ¢ For one, Gregg Williams coached his ass off 

last year. | didn’t see one game in which the 
Bills weren’t prepared, and they played hard all year. 
They took the Patriots into overtime, ran the ball like 
crazy on the Jets and gave other teams trouble too....! 
like what they've done with their offense. Drew Bledsoe 
could have the best year of his career. He’s motivated 
again. His cage has been rattled.... They had to do 
something at quarterback. Last year the word was out to 
defensive linemen around the league that if they had a 


FLETCHER 
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SCHEDULE 


Sept. 8 | N.Y. JETS 
at Minnesota 
at Denver 
CHICAGO 


OAKLAND 
at Houston 
at Miami 
DETROIT 


shot at Rob Johnson, they should let him go down easy, 
because if he went out, they’d have to face Alex Van Pelt. 
The only question is how Bledsoe will get along with his 
coordinator, Kevin Gilbride, who’s coming off bad experi- 
ences in Pittsburgh and San Diego. | think those guys will 
work it out. .. . Bledsoe has to like his receivers. They'll 
stretch the defense and go deep, and the offensive line is 
better than people think. There’s some toughness 
there. ... On defense London Fletcher is the new face, 
but how’s he going to do damage without real stud line- 
men to keep the blockers off him? Except for Pat 
Williams, the line’s a bunch of no-names, but it might be 
a case of the sum being greater than its parts. ... Aside 
from Miami and Philadelphia, the Bills might | 


NEW ENGLAND 
Open date 

at Kansas City 

at N.Y. Jets 
MIAMI 

at New England 
SAN DIEGO 

at Green Bay 
CINCINNATI 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .546 
Games against playoff teams: 9 


have the best pair of corners in the league in 
Nate Clements and Antoine Winfield. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Gregg Williams; second season with Buffalo (3-13 in NFL) 

2001 RECORD: 3-13 (fifth in AFC East) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 22/12/13; defense 26/13/21 
OFFENSIVE BACKS (ji: 


QB Drew Bledsoe 28 66att. 40 comp. 60.6% 400 yds. 2TDs 2int. 75.3 rtg, 
RB Travis Henry 87 = 2i3 att. 729 yds. 3.4avg. 22rec. 179 yds. 8.lavg. 4TDs 
RB Shawn Bryson 282 80 att. 341 yds. 4.3 avg. Qrec. 59 yds. 6.6avg. 2TDs 
FB Larry Centers 13 34 att. 160 yds. 47avg. 80rec. 620 yds. 78avg. 4TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


WR Eric Moulds 57 «6 7rec. 904 yds. 5TDs LE  Chidi Ahanotu 2i tackles 2 sacks 


WR Peerless Price 107 55 rec. 895 yds. 7TDs LT Tyrone Robertson |9 tackles 2 sacks 
WR Josh Reed (R) 148 94rec. 1,740 yds. 7 TDs RT Pat Williams 4ltackles 1% sacks 
TE JayRiemersma 130 53 rec. 590 yds. 3TDs RE = Aaron Schobel 3itackles 6% sacks 


K Mike Hollis 


309 29/31XPs 18/28FGs 83 pts. 
PR CharlieRogers 356 25 ret. Q9.8avg. OTDs 
KR CharlieRogers 356 50 ret. 22.4avg. OTDs 
LT Jonas Jennings 6'3” 320lbs. i2games (2starts 
LG Ruben Brown 6’ 3” 304 Ibs, 
C_ Trey Teague 6' 5” 292 Ibs. 
RG Marques Sullivan 6'5” 323 Ibs. 
Mike Williams (R) 6’ 6” 370 Ibs. 


OLB Keith Newman 62 tackles 3 sacks 
MLB London Fletcher 89 tackles 4%sacks 
OLB EddieRobinson 49 tackles | sack 
CB Antoine Winfield 68 tackles 2 int. 

SS __ Billy Jenkins 5tackles Oint. 

FS Pierson Prioleau 26 tackles | sack 
CB NateClements 53 tackles 3 int. 

P BrianMoorman S8O0Opunts 40.8 avg. 


16 games [6 starts 
\6games_ 16 starts 
!Ogames 2starts 

12 starts 


{2 games 
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OF ALL the impressive 
moves running back Jerome 
Bettis has made—contorting 
his 255-pound body to fit 
through tight holes, danc- 


ing around would-be tacklers diving at his 
thick thighs, bouncing off linebackers be- 
fore galloping into the secondary—none 
has impressed his teammates as much as 
when he strode into training camp this 
summer in peak condition. His bearded 


face was lean, and his normally tight 
T-shirt hung loosely on his stout frame. 
Safety Lee Flowers even joked that for the 
first time in seven seasons with Pittsburgh, 
Bettis seemed to be proud of his biceps 
and triceps. 

Only a month earlier Bettis’s girth (he 
was easily 20 pounds heavier) made it ap- 


Workhorse Bettis has rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards in eight of nine seasons. 


. 
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Tuned up and rarin’ to roll, the Bus wants to complete the trip to the Super Bowl this year 


pear that he had been making round-the- 
clock visits to Pizza Hut. “In June, Jerome 
wouldn’t even tell us what he weighed,’ 
Flowers says. “Now he’s changing his shirt 
in meetings to show off his muscle defin- 
ition. We thought that if he has that kind 
of work ethic, so should we.” 

Coming off a 13-3 season and expected 
to be a Super Bowl contender this year, the 
Steelers are reassured by the sight of a 
healthy Bettis. A severely pulled groin 
parked the Bus for the final five regular- 
season games last year and limited him to 
nine carries in a 24-17 loss to New Eng- 
land in the AFC title game. Before the in- 
jury Bettis had put together his best sea- 
son in three years, running for a league-best 
1,072 yards in 11 games. 

Healthy and determined to regain that 
form, Bettis was miffed by the looks he 
got from teammates at the start of training 
camp. “The guys kept saying how good I 
looked, and I started to get a little upset?’ 
Bettis says. “I thought to myself, What did 
they expect? I’m one of the most commit- 
ted guys on this team. We have a special 
group of guys. I’m not going to be the one 
to let them down.” 

The road to recovery took Bettis to 
St. Louis, where he trained for four 
weeks with renowned track and field 


NEW TWIST 


> On passing downs the powerful 
and fast Kendrell Bell will shift from 
inside linebacker to right defensive 
end. A gifted pass rusher, he had 
nine sacks last season and was the 
NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year. 
Pittsburgh also likes the idea of using 
Joey Porter as the lone linebacker 
in the dime package. Porter is better 
than Bell at pass coverage. 


Jealousy rears its ugly head. 
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coach Bob Kersee. Though Bettis nor- 
mally trains twice daily in the summer, 
he spent his mornings in St. Louis on the 
track doing distance and speed work, his 
afternoons in the weight room and his 
evenings on a stationary bike or tread- 
mill. He was driven as much by reality 
as by necessity. At 30 Bettis has banged 
for 10,876 career rushing yards (12th in 
the NFL alltime), leaving his body as bat- 
tered as those of his tacklers. In fact, be- 
fore last season crit- 
ics pointed to his 
declining production 
and gimpy left knee, 
wondering if he was 
finished. He isn’t, not 
by a long shot, but he realizes that his 
chances of reaching the Super Bowl are 
dwindling fast. 

Even though this season’s Pittsburgh 
squad returns a supremely confident Kor- 
dell Stewart at quarterback and a highly 
rated defense that lost only inside line- 
backer Earl Holmes in the off-season, Bet- 
tis isn’t about to let his teammates think 
another postseason is guaranteed. “I’ve 
seen us go from the AFC Championship 
Game to 7-9 the next year,’ he says. 
“That’s why I’m more scared than excit- 
ed about this season. I don’t want to see 
that happen again, not on my watch. Be- 
sides, four years passed [between playoff 
appearances], and if we have to wait four 
more years for another shot at the Super 
Bowl, I might not be around for it.” 

To help keep Bettis fresh this season, 
the Steelers will spell him with fifth-year 
backup Chris Fuamatu-Ma’afala and 
shifty scatback Amos Zereoue, both of 
whom helped Pittsburgh lead the NFL in 
rushing (173.4 yards a game) last season. 
“T’ve already told Fu and Amos to get 
ready,’ says coach Bill Cowher. “Jerome 
still needs his touches to wear down a de- 
fense, but we’re going to need all three of 
those guys.” 

The Steelers also are going to need the 
intangibles that Bettis offers. His emotion. 
His pride. His passion. “He’s our rock,’ 
says guard Alan Faneca. 

Adds Flowers, “There’s a reason why he 
has a $36 million contract. He’s a great 
player, and every time he breaks a long run 
and does his little dance, it hypes us up. 
It’s big to have him back at 100 percent. 
We have all our bullets now.” —J.C. 


“The Steelers have a bitter taste in their mouths; 
they thought they deserved to be in the Super Bowl.” 


One big question is whether Kordell Stewart 
&G will play as well as he did last season. He 

threw three interceptions in the AFC Cham- 
pionship Game loss in [997 and spent the next three 
years in a funk. After seeing him throw three picks in 
last year’s AFC Championship Game loss, | have to 
wonder if the same thing will happen.... Plaxico 
Burress needs to take another step. He grew up some 
last year, but he has the talent to be special. ... The 
offensive line is impressive, with three former first- 
round picks and a second-rounder. ... The defense 


should be strong again. Replacing inside linebacker Earl 
Holmes with James Farrior was an upgrade in talent, 
but they'll miss Holmes. He was a thumper, and in that 
defense you need a thumper. The other inside line- 
backer, Kendrell Bell, is good, but he makes a lot of 
plays by running around instead of sticking his nose in 
there. .. . Aaron Smith is a great 3-4 end because he 
has strength and athleticism and, like all their defen- 
sive linemen, a high motor. In the secondary, corner- 
backs Chad Scott and Dewayne Washington aren't 
spectacular, but they know the system and don’t put 
themselves in bad positions. ... The Steelers are the 
team to beat in the division and probably in the AFC. 
They have a bitter taste in their mouths from 

last year, because they thought they de- 

served to be in the Super Bowl. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Bill Cowher; lith season with Pittsburgh (99-61 in NFL) 


2001 RECORD: !3-3 (first in AFC Central) 


NFL PHOTOS 


FARRIOR 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Steelers 


SCHEDULE 


at New Orleans 


CLEVELAND 


at Cincinnati 
INDIANAPOLIS (Mon.) 
at Baltimore 


at Cleveland 


ATLANTA 


at Tennessee 


CINCINNATI 


at Jacksonville 
HOUSTON 
CAROLINA 
at Tampa Bay (Mon.) 
BALTIMORE 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 

NFL rank: 31 

Opponents’ 2001 winning percentage: .458 
Games against playoff teams: 5 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 
QB Kordell Stewart 96 442att. 266comp. 60.2% 3,109 yds. 14TDs tint. 
RB Jerome Bettis 50 225 att. 1072yds. 4.8avg. 8rec. 48 yds. 6.0 avg. 
RB Amos Zereoue 216 85 att. 44\ yds. 5.2avg. 13rec. 54yds. W.Bavg. 
FB Dan Kreider 366 7 att. 29 yds. 4.\avg. 2rec. 5 yds. 2.5 avg. 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR Hines Ward 7O 94rec. 1,003 yds. LE Aaron Smith 22 tackles 
WR Plaxico Burress 68 66rec. 1,008 yds. 6 TDs NT CaseyHampton 9 tackles 
| a 2i5 4re 30 yd TDs RE KimovonOelhoffen 20 tackles 
Mark Bruener 264 |2rec. 98 yds. OLB Jason Gildon 42 tackles 
215 ILB_ Kendrell Bell 70 tackles 
215 Ore ( OLB Joey Porter 45 tackles 
Wayne Gandy 65" 308 lbs. [ISgames [5starts } CB Chad Scott 7I tackles 
LG Alan Faneca 6'5” 310 lbs. [5games [5starts |} SS_ Lee Flowers 48 tackles 
C Jeff Hartings 6’3”" 295lbs. IGgames I6starts ] FS BrentAlexander 53 tackles 
RG Oliver Ross 6’ 5” 314 Ibs. {6 games 7starts | CB Dewayne Washington 66 tackles 
RT Marvel Smith 6’ 5” 310 Ibs. 16 games (6 starts | P Josh Miller 59 punts 


SEPTEMBER 
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2002 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 1/21/3; defense 1/4/I 


81.7 rtg. 
4TDs 
2TDs 
{TD 


8 sacks 
| sack 

4 sacks 
12 sacks 


9 sacks 
9 sacks 
5 int. 

| sack 

4 int. 
lint. 
42.5 avg. 
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Hand inspected. Every tire. Every time. 


Because so much is riding on your tires? 


Se CLEVELAND 


Adash of Green with a touch of White should have the offense dressed for success 


IN ROOKIE running 
back William Green, the 
Browns have found what 
they've long craved: a hard- 
charging slasher with a 
smash-mouth mentality and also enough 
speed to leave defenders in his wake. He’s a 
devoted watcher of Walter Payton highlight 
tapes, and like the late, great Sweetness, he’s 
a determined and destructive running back. 

With Green coming in, third-year veter- 
an Jamel White hadn’t figured on earning 
much playing time. White was too small 
and too soft, the thinking went. But in the 
off-season he sculpted his body and worked 
hard studying the offense. When training 
camp began in July, he was the ballcarrier 
who opened the coaching staff’s eyes. 

As a result the Browns, for the first time 
since returning to the NFL in 1999, have a 
running game worth bragging about. They 
have two runners who can grind out tough 
yards and deliver big plays, the type of backs 
that could make Cleveland, which was 7-9 
last year, a bona fide playoff contender. It’s 
no secret that second-year coach Butch 
Davis loves running the ball, which is why 
last season was so painful for him; no team 
had a worse rushing attack than the 
Browns, who averaged 84.4 yards a game. 

The 6-foot, 221-pound Green, the 16th 


> Defensive end Courtney Brown 
and tackle Gerard Warren won't be 
side-by-side attacking offensive lines 
this season. Brown remains at right 
end, but Warren, who in 200! played 
on both the right and left sides, will 
be anchored on the left. Warren, who 
has an explosive mix of power and 
quickness, is more comfortable 
rushing from the left side. 


BOB ROSATO 


pick in April’s draft, is supposed to change 
that. He will be the featured back, a 20- 
carries-a-game weapon. Though he was 
suspended for a game during each of his 
last two seasons at Boston College for vio- 
lating team rules, the Browns say they love 
his tenacity and focus. “I don’t listen to 
what’s being said about me;’ says Green, 
referring to the hype that accompanied his 
arrival. “I’m only concerned with getting 
ready for what I have to do here” 

The Browns expect Green to make an 


easy transition to the NFL because he’s a 
true I-formation back and is comfortable 
running out of the kind of one-back sets 
that Cleveland prefers. That said, the 
Browns have no intention of overusing him, 
which is where White enters the picture. 
“You look at the guys who carry the ball 
300 to 350 times a year in this league and 
see how fast they wear out,’ says offensive 


Davis’s recipe for a juiced-up offense: 
give the ball to Green 20 times a game. 
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SOLOHd T4N 


GRIFFITH 


SCHEDULE 


KANSAS CITY 
CINCINNATI 
at Tennessee 
at Pittsburgh 


BALTIMORE 
at Tampa Bay 
HOUSTON 
at N.Y. Jets 


PITTSBURGH 
Open date 

at Cincinnati 
at New Orleans 


Dec. if | CAROLINA 
8 | at Jacksonville 
15 | INDIANAPOLIS 
22 | at Baltimore 
29 | ATLANTA 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TIS 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .488 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Butch Davis; second season with Cleveland (7-9 in NFL) 
NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 31/28/31; defense 29/10/22 


2001 RECORD: 7-9 (third in AFC Central) 


OFFENSIVE BACKS jJj1¥ 


QB Tim Couch 6 454 att. 272 comp. 
RB WilliamGreen(R) 44 265 att. 1,559 yds. 
RB Jamel White 222 126 att. 443 yds. 
HB Aaron Shea 228 Oatt. O yds. 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


WR KevinJohnson 49 84rec. 1,097 yds. 
WR Quincy Morgan —_2il 30 rec. 432 yds. 
WR Andre’ Davis(R) 263 39 rec. 623 yds. 
TE Rickey Dudley 268 Qrec. 115 yds. 

K Phil Dawson 252 29/30XPs 22/25 FGs 
PR Dennis Northcutt 360 15 ret. 5.7 avg. 
KR QuincyMorgan 2il ret. 25.0 avg. 
LT Ross Verba 6’ 4" 308 Ibs. 15 games 
LG Shaun O'Hara 6'3” 306 Ibs. 16 games 
C Dave Wohlabaugh 6'3” 292 lbs. 16 games 
RG Tre’ Johnson 6'2" 326 lbs. 3 games 
RT Ryan Tucker 65" 305 Ibs. 15 games 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Browns 


What jumps out is how much attitude Butch 
Davis has brought to the team. Watching them 
on film two years ago and watching them now 
is like night and day. They believe they can win. .. . If the 
running game is productive, they have a lot of weapons. 
The offensive line is solid, and the receivers are under- 
rated. Scouts say they don’t have a Number | wideout, 
but I'd happily take a unit with Kevin Johnson, Quincy 
Morgan and Andre King. If Rickey Dudley [out most of 
last season after surgery on his right foot] isn’t healthy, 
they'll probably change how they use their tight ends— 


“Adding Robert Griffith will help. He understands 
how to put himself in position to make plays.” 


when he’s right, he can hurt defenses on deep routes 
down the middle. ... Tim Couch has more confidence, 
and that’s because Butch believes in him. You could see 
he was having fun last year, and when a quarterback 
with his talent has fun, you’d better look out.... On 
defense, adding Robert Griffith will help. He under- 
stands the nuances of the game and how to put himself 
in position to make plays. . . . I’m not a big fan of [free- 
agent signee] Earl Holmes at linebacker. He’s coming off 
his second knee injury [arthroscopic surgery on his right 
knee in June, sprained left knee last year], and he was 
not fast to begin with. They may ask him to plug the mid- 
dle while guys on the perimeter make plays. . . . Up front, 
Gerard Warren is going to be a player—he 
showed flashes last year. If Courtney Brown is 
healthy, those two will be murder together. 


59.9% 
5.9 avg. 
3.5 avg. 


no avg. 


9TDs 
2TDs 

7 TDs 
OTDs 
95 pts. 
0 TDs 
OTDs 
I5 starts 
4 starts 
16 starts 
3 starts 
15 starts 


3,040 yds. 17 TDs 21 int. 73.1 rtg. 
23 rec. 260 yds. Il.3avg. I7TDs 
44 rec. 4l8 yds. 9.5avg. 6TDs 
14 rec. 86 yds. 6.lavg. OTDs 
DEFENSE 


50 tackles 4 sacks 
48 tackles 
18 tackles 


Kenard Lang 
Gerard Warren 


5 sacks 
O sacks 
4¥e sacks 
0 sacks 


Orpheus Roye 


RE 14 tackles 
42 tackles 
83 tackles 
72 tackles 
70 tackles 
46 tackles 
43 tackles 
Daylon McCutcheon 65 tackles 
Chris Gardocki 


Courtney Brown 


Darren Hambrick 


Earl Holmes 


2 sacks 
Ye sack 
3 int. 
2 int. 
2 int. 
4 int. 
42.9 avg. 


Dwayne Rudd 


Corey Fuller 
Robert Griffith 
Devin Bush 


99 punts 
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coordinator Bruce Arians. “We're not going 
to kill this kid [Green], especially since we 
have other people who can do the job” 

White, who was criticized roundly last 
year for not running effectively between the 
tackles, added 10 pounds of muscle to his 
5' 9" frame and now weighs 208. He also 
spent the off-season studying the moves of 
St. Louis running back Marshall Faulk. 
Cleveland likes White’s soft hands, break- 
away speed and versatility. Still, White holds 
no illusions about sup- 
planting Green. “If you 
give a guy a lot of money 
to play, he’s going to 
play,’ says White, who 
began his career in ’00 
with Indianapolis as an undrafted free agent 
but did not survive the final roster cut. “But 
I can be a third-down back and a special 
teams player. I can do a lot of things to help 
this team win.” 

If Green and White produce, the 
Browns won't have any other significant 
concerns on offense. Davis bolstered a 
mediocre line by signing tackle Ryan Tuck- 
er and guard Barry Stokes, a pair of feisty 
free-agent run blockers. Quarterback Tim 
Couch, in his fourth season, could be 
poised for a breakout year. He’s at his best 
with an offense built around play-action 
fakes, and he’s also comfortable in Cleve- 
land’s short-passing attack. As for re- 
ceivers, the Browns hope either Quincy 
Morgan or Andre’ Davis, a rookie out of 
Virginia Tech, emerges as a consistent 
complement to Kevin Johnson. 

The offense faces added pressure this 
season, however. A year ago the Browns 
often relied on defense to win games, but 
that strategy won’t work as well now that 
Pro Bowl outside linebacker Jamir Miller 
is out for the season, having torn his right 
Achilles tendon in Cleveland’s preseason 
opener. Butch Davis is encouraged, 
though, by what he’s seen from his offense, 
which he says is not allowing the defense 
to dominate in practice and has more of 
an edge, one that has come from an ener- 
gized running game. 

“We know that if we want to win in this 
league—especially in our division—we bet- 
ter control the line of scrimmage and be 
physical and tough,” Davis says. “And 
when we look at what we have in the run- 
ning game, we know we’ve added a key 
piece to our puzzle.” —J.C. 
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JUSTIN SMITH down- 
plays his growing reputa- 
tion as a workaholic. Ask the 
second-year defensive end if 
he really took just eight days 
off during six months of off- 


season training, and he'll grin and say the 
stories are overblown. Question him about 
his workout routine at Missouri, where he 
spent so many hours in the weight room 
that the team’s strength coach banned him 
from pumping iron past 9 p.m., and he'll 
say the coach wanted to spend some time 
with his wife and kids. 

No matter how much he tries to deflect 
the attention, however, Smith is simply 
too good to be ignored. He has size (he’s 
6' 4", 270), power, speed, quickness and 
a relentlessness that coaches dream of. 
He’s also quickly becoming the marquee 
player for a Bengals defense that will sur- 
prise a lot of people this year. “Ever since 
I was in college, I’ve tried not to take any 
attention I get too seriously,’ says Smith, 
the fourth pick in the 2001 draft. “You 
have to be more focused on what you’re 
trying to accomplish in the NFL. I know 
some people have talked about me being a 
Pro Bowl-—caliber player, but I’m not wor- 
ried about the Pro Bowl as much as I am 
about helping this team win.” 


NEW TWIST 


> Wide receiver Peter Warrick will 
line up in spots other than the slot 
to capitalize on his explosiveness. 
He'll get more time on the outside in 
multiple-receiver formations, run 
more downfield patterns and maybe 
even set up at quarterback to get 
more rushing attempts. At the least, 
Warrick will no longer be in the role of 
a small tight end, as he was in 2001. 


160 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


CINCINNATI 


The Bengals expect Smith to pick up 
where he left off as a rookie. After hold- 
ing out until the day before last year’s sea- 
son opener, he walked into the lineup and 
finished with 8% sacks, 41 tackles and two 
interceptions. Though his success went 
largely unnoticed outside of Cincinnati, 
anybody who watched Smith saw how 
scary he can be. “He’s the definition of a 
dominant pass rusher,’ says Bengals line- 
backer Takeo Spikes. “We’ve been trying 
to find that around here for a few years, 


Bengals 


Anewly ferocious defense is about to change the franchise’s bungling image 


and with him in the lineup, all our jobs 
are made a lot easier.” 

The butterflies from Smith’s rookie sea- 
son have vanished, and he doesn’t have to 
endure four-hour crash-course sessions 
with defensive line coach Tim Krumrie, 
as he did at the start of last season. “He’s 
stronger, he’s more confident, and he’s 
more relaxed,” Krumrie says. “He'll con- 


Smith demands attention from blockers, 
freeing up his linemates to make big plays. 


JNOUHISLUOdS/NYNOFINs HEV 


tinue showing people that he’s everything 
a Number 1 pick is supposed to be.” 

Because he demands constant double 
teams, Smith creates opportunities for 
the rest of the Cincinnati defense. End 
Reinard Wilson had a career-high nine 
sacks last year, many of which came 
when he and Smith played together on 
long-yardage situations. 

Smith isn’t the only unsung talent on the 
defense. Tackles Oliver Gibson and Tony 
Williams flew under 
the radar despite fine 
seasons. Spikes, Brian 
Simmons and Steve 
Foley form one of the 
league’s best lineback- 
ing corps. There are still questions at cor- 
nerback, where Artrell Hawkins and Jeff 
Burris are average, but the athleticism of 
the defense has improved markedly since 
Smith’s arrival—and so have the num- 
bers. In 2001 Cincinnati set a team record 
for sacks (48) and allowed the fewest 
total yards per game (302) by a Bengals 
defense since 1983. “He’s helped make 
us faster up front,’ Simmons says of 
Smith. “Now we have a lot of guys who 
can run.” 

Cincinnati will rely heavily on its de- 
fense until the offense stabilizes. (The 
biggest question was what to do at quar- 
terback, and on Monday the Bengals 
named free-agent acquisition Gus Fre- 
rotte to start ahead of Jon Kitna and Akili 
Smith, the third pick in the ’99 draft.) 
Justin Smith—who is so driven to im- 
prove that this spring he frequently prac- 
ticed pass-rushing moves in the living 
room of his suburban Cincinnati home— 
and his fellow defenders welcome the re- 
sponsibility. Though they had a six-game 
losing streak last season, they also gained 
confidence from a 4—4 start and from vic- 
tories over three playoff teams: New Eng- 
land, Baltimore and Pittsburgh. Says 
coach Dick LeBeau, “It’s not a question 
of finding out if we can win. We know we 
can play with people.” 

That’s how Smith sees it too. “Look at 
our defense, and you'll see we have great 
linebackers, a solid line and a lot of good 
backups,” he says. “But when you have 
depth and talent in the NFL, you have to 
realize it won't last forever. You have to 
move quick, and that’s what we’re trying 
to do.” —J.C. 


“Their linebacking trio is probably the best in the 
game. Steve Foley is finally coming into his own.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the uate 


Cincinnati's success will depend on the quar- 
a terback situation. I’m not a Gus Frerotte fan. 

History has proved that he’ll produce when 
things are going well, but he folds as soon as you hit 
him in the mouth. Akili Smith has the most ability of the 
three, but Jon Kitna is the best option. His only major 
flaw is overconfidence. Last year he would make smart 
decisions in the first half, but when they got behind, he 
started thinking he could win all by himself. That’s when 
he got into trouble. ... Whoever’s at quarterback will 
have talent to work with. Michael Westbrook and Chad 


Johnson can run, and Ron Dugans and Peter Warrick 
are tough in the slot. Throw in Corey Dillon, and they 
have five legitimate weapons. ... People got on the 
Bengals for drafting Levi Jones, but it’s only a mistake 
if the guy is a bust. They needed a tackle, and they fig- 
ured they wouldn't get someone as good in the second 
round. .. . Defensively, their linebacking trio is probably 
the best in the game. Steve Foley is really underrated. 
He was a defensive end in college, and he’s finally com- 
ing into his own as a strongside linebacker. . . . They still 
have issues at cornerback, but Lamont Thompson 
might help their secondary. He’s a big safety with range, 
but he also needs to be more aggressive.... They 
have more talent than people realize, but you 

have to remember that these are the Bengals. 55 


Everybody expects them to screw it up. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200I statistics 


COACH: Dick LeBeau; third season with Cincinnati (10-19 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 6-10 (sixth in AFC Central) 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, ps idles LINESEN 


ae LE 
WR Peter Warrick 70 rec. "667 aes I TD LT 
WR Chad Johnson 28 rec. 329 yds. ITD RT 
Sean Brewert 29 rec. 372 yds. ITD RE 
Neil Rackers 322 23/24 XPs 17/28 FGs 74 pts. OLB 
Peter Warrick 92 18 ret. 6.4avg. OTDs MLB 
Curtis Keaton 338 42 ret. 21.2 avg. OTDs OLB 
Richmond Webb 6'6" 325lbs. [6 games (6 starts cB 
Matt O’Dwyer 6'5” 310 Ibs. l2games |2starts | SS 


Rich Braham 
Mike Goff 
Willie Anderson 


6’ 4" 305 Ibs. 
65" 3il Ibs. 
6'5" 340 Ibs. 


16 games 
16 starts | CB 
16 starts | P 


16 games 


16 games 


SEPTEMBER 2, 


pa 
16 starts | FS Lamont Thom 


(R) Rookie (statistics for final college year) FMEA EAC rinicinerci Mm +2000 college statistics 


NFL PHOTOS 


SAN DIEGO 
at Cleveland 
at Atlanta 

TAMPA BAY 


at Indianapolis 
PITTSBURGH 
Open date 
TENNESSEE 


at Houston 

at Baltimore 
CLEVELAND 
at Pittsburgh 


BALTIMORE 

at Carolina 
JACKSONVILLE 
NEW ORLEANS 
at Buffalo 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 29 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .463 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense TI8/23/23; defense II/12/9 


OFFENSIVE BACKS ([Ajiw 
| OB GusFrerotte «169 48.att. —30.comp. 62.5% 308yds. 3TDs Ont. 1017rtg 
RB Corey Dillon 33 340att I3I5yds. 39avg. 34rec. 228 yds. 6.7 avg. I3TDs 
RB Brandon Bennett 230 50 att. 232 yds. 4.6avg. 20 rec. {50 yds. 75avg. OTDs 
FB Lorenzo Neal 340 Satt. 10 yds. 2.0 avg. I9rec. {01 yds. 5.3avg. ITD 
DEFENSE 


Vaughn Booker 34 tackles 1/2 sacks 
Oliver Gibson 45 tackles 3 sacks 
Tony Williams IStackles 5 sacks 
Justin Smith Altackles 8 sacks 
Steve Foley 24 tackles O sacks 
Brian Simmons 50 tackles 6/2 sacks 
Takeo Spikes 80 tackles 6 sacks 
veffBurris S4tackles Sint. 
Cory Hall 32 tackles 0 int. 


mpson (R) 93 tackles IO int. — 


47 tackles 3 int. 
40.1 avg. 


pierrcae ont Thom 


Artrell nea 


Nick Harris 84 punts 
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Anew season means a new quarterback, and Chris Redman is as raw as they come 


IN THE huddle he 
gathers his teammates 
close, tightening the cir- 
cle of players in a way 
that would make his father, a longtime 
high school coach, proud. He barks sig- 
nals with authority and, knowing all eyes 
are focused on him, doesn’t let his head 
drop or his shoulders slump whenever he 
makes a mistake. For while there are plen- 
ty of uncertainties about Chris Redman, 
he at least understands the importance of 
an NFL quarterback’s body language. 
Entering his third season with only 
three pass attempts to his credit, Redman 
has much to prove. What’s more, he takes 
over the Ravens’ offense at perhaps the 
worst possible time. Salary-cap constraints 
cost Baltimore its top two receivers from 
last year—tight end Shannon Sharpe and 
wide receiver Qadry Ismail—and deci- 
mated its once-dominant defense. 
One of the few things Redman has going 
for him is that he’s not following in the 
footsteps of any legends. “Getting used to 
a new quarterback is nothing new around 
here, says All-Pro tackle Jonathan Ogden. 
“T’ve played with six starters in six years— 
Vinny Testaverde, Jim Harbaugh, Tony 
Banks, Scott Mitchell, Trent Dilfer and 
Elvis Grbac. I don’t know if Redman will 


NEW TWIST 


> A prototypical speed rusher in 
the 4-3 since he came to Baltimore 
in 1997, Michael McCrary moves 

to end in the Ravens’ new 3-4. He'll 
face constant double and triple 
teams while pounding against 
300-pound linemen. McCrary has 

a nonstop motor, but how will he 
hold up after undergoing major knee 
surgery last November? 


162 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


stick, but I think he has what it takes.” 

At least Brian Billick, who started six 
players at quarterback in his first three sea- 
sons as coach, won't be asking too much 
of Redman. Using the formula that pro- 
duced a Super Bow! title two seasons ago, 
Baltimore will rely on workhorse running 


back Jamal Lewis, who is coming off re- 
constructive knee surgery that sidelined 
him for all of last season, and the defense, 
which will be expected to keep the game 


Predecessors may have given him some 
pointers, but Redman is learning on the fly. 


dv/¥3u08 O1u3280"u 
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close. Even Redman says, “If I have a com- 
pletion percentage around 60 percent and 
I don’t force anything, I think Coach Bil- 
lick will be pleased.” 

Redman played under his dad, Bob, at 
Male High in Louisville, then stayed close 
to home for college. During his four-year 
career at the University of Louisville he set 
Division I-A career records for completions 
and attempts. The Ravens snapped him up 
in the third round of the 2000 draft. 

Baltimore coaches used 
training camp as an op- 
portunity to school Red- 
man in the basics. They 
drilled him on fronts, cov- 
erages, everything imag- 
inable. Redman has also received pointers 
from his predecessors. Dilfer taught him 
to remind teammates of their responsibil- 
ities while in the huddle. Grbac showed 
him tapes of Joe Montana’s footwork. Ran- 
dall Cunningham offered advice on how to 
stay cool under pressure. Redman also 
learned from watching some of those guys 
fail, especially Grbac, who tossed 18 inter- 
ceptions against 15 touchdowns last sea- 
son and then abruptly retired after refus- 
ing to restructure his contract. 

“Chris has not seen a guy be successful 
at that position for a couple of years, and 
I wish he’d had that,’ says offensive coor- 
dinator Matt Cavanaugh. “Then again, he’s 
seen our frustrations with the other guys 
who’ve been here and watched us chew 
them out, so he’s aware of what we expect 
from him and how he'll be treated” 

Given their recent history, and the fact 
that they didn’t re-sign Cunningham, the 
Ravens needed insurance at quarterback. 
They picked up free agent Jeff Blake, an 
11-year veteran who spent the past two sea- 
sons with the Saints. As Billick points out, 
it’s not unusual to have a battle-tested 
backup at quarterback, but he also real- 
izes that Redman—who didn’t impress 
early in camp—is an NFL neophyte, and 
the Ravens could suffer from his growing 
pains. Blake might become a better option. 

“Chris needs experience, and that won’t 
come after four preseason games,’ Billick 
says. “It may take a whole year to find out 
where he fits into our puzzle. He has the 
attributes to be a good quarterback, but this 
is the one position where you can never tell 
how good someone will be. You don’t real- 
ly know until you see him play.” —J.C. 


“People say they are going to be a pushover, but 
I don’t buy it. Billick will have those guys ready.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Ravens 
It will be interesting to see what happens with 
Jamal Lewis. This is his second torn knee liga- 


Ge ment, and it took him two years to come back 
from the last one. People forget that he only had a decent 
junior season at Tennessee [Lewis sustained his first 
injury as a sophomore], and he didn’t start playing well in 
Baltimore until late in his rookie year. . . . Their offensive 
line isn’t very good. Jonathan Ogden is the only guy who’s 
a player. .. . Their receivers aren’t impressive, and | don’t 


think they're real happy with Travis Taylor. They were 
really excited about him as a rookie, but now they’re talk- 


NFL PHOTOS 


at Carolina 
TAMPA BAY 
Open date 
DENVER (Mon.) 


ing about him less and less. | like his talent, but he always 
seems to be nicked up. ... Everybody talks about what 
they lost on defense, but the coaches they lost will hurt 


at Cleveland 
at Indianapolis 
JACKSONVILLE 


them the most. They would have liked to replace [defen- | “4 | RUTSEUNGH 

sive coordinator] Marvin Lewis with [linebackers coach] at Atlanta 

Jack Del Rio, but Del Rio had already taken the coordina- CINCINNATI 

tor’s job in Carolina. . . . If they stick with the 3-4, Peter at Miami 
TENNESSEE 


Boulware could have a big year. He’s always been a 
tweener who’s probably best suited to be a stand-up pass 
rusher. ...1 like Ed Reed. He’s a ball hawk, a leader, and 
he’s used to winning. He'll need to grow up in a hurry 
because Chris McAlister is the only other player they 
have in the secondary. . . . People say they are going to be 


a pushover, but | don’t buy it. Brian Billick will 

have those guys ready, and by the end of the 

season they'll be competitive. 

PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Brian Billick; fourth season with Baltimore (30-18 in NFL) 

2001 RECORD: |0-6 (second in AFC Central) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense II/I6/14; defense 4/8/2 


at Cincinnati 
NEW ORLEANS 
at Houston 
CLEVELAND 

at Pittsburgh 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NEL rank: 27 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .475 
Games against playoff teams: 4 


OFFENSIVE BACKS ([Aiiy 
QB ChrisRedmant 168 3 att. 2 comp. 66.7% 19 yds. 0 TDs O int. 84.0 rtg. 
RB Jamal Lewist 45 309 att. 11364yds. 4.4avg. 27rec. 296yds. WlOavg. 6TDs 
RB ChesterTaylor(R) !27  268att. 1,492yds. 5.Gavg. 26rec. 242yds. Q3avg. 237TDs 
FB Alan Ricard 473s Oatt. 0 yds. no avg. O rec. O yds. no avg. OTDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
WR Travis Taylor 42 rec. 560 yds. 3TDs Tony Weaver (R) 59 tackles 7 sacks 
WR Brandon Stokley 24 rec. 344 yds. 2TDs Kelly Gregg 7 tackles I sack 
WR Ron Johnson (R) 56 rec. 895 yds. 9TDs Michael McCrary 34 tackles 7} sacks 
TE Todd Heap 16 rec. 206 yds. ITD Adalius Thomas 30 tackles 3/4 sacks 
Matt Stover 25/25 XPs 30/35 FGs 115 pts. Ed Hartwell 6tackles Osacks 
Lamont Brightful (R) O ret. no avg. OTDs Ray Lewis \lZtackles 3% sacks 
Lamont Brightful (R) 24 ret. 24.3avg. ITD Peter Boulware 43tackles {5 sacks 
Jonathan Ogden 340 Ibs. 16 games __|6 starts Chris McAlister 63 tackles _| int. 
Casey Rabach 301 Ibs. Ogames_  Ostarts Anthony Mitchell !8 tackles _O int. 
Mike Flynn 300 lbs. IGgames (6 starts Ed Reed (R) 44tackles 9 int. 
Bennie Anderson 305 Ibs. 16 games 13 starts Gary Baxter Stackles Ont. 
Edwin Mulitalo 340 Ibs. |4games (4 starts Dave Zastudil(R) 50 punts 45.6 avg. 
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Injuries ruined 2001 for Eddie George, but he’s back in form and ready to dominate again 


ASKED TO describe how 
difficult his job was last 
season, Eddie George falls 
silent and begins tracing 
with his finger the six-inch 
scar that snakes up one side of his right big 
toe, around the tip and back down the other 
side. “It was like ...” he begins, pausing 
in search of an apt comparison that would 
explain his worst year as a pro. After rush- 
ing for a career-best 1,509 yards in 2000, 
George was a shell of that indomitable run- 
ner last year, when Tennessee slumped to 
7-9. “It was like my right foot was a two- 
by-four?’ he says. “I had no idea how to run 
on it. My mind would say, Cut, but my body 
wouldn’t do it. I wondered if I'd ever get 
back to where I was.” 

During the course of the 2000 season 
George frayed a tendon in the toe. He un- 
derwent surgery the following February 
and missed training camp before last sea- 
son. Then in Week 4 he suffered a high 
right-ankle sprain that further hampered 
his mobility and left him running essen- 
tially one-legged. George finished with 
939 yards, marking the first time in his 
six-year career that he didn’t rush for at 
least 1,200 yards in a season. 

He had plenty of company in his mis- 
ery. After back-to-back 13-3 seasons, which 


NEW TWIST 


b> The secondary is getting help 
from an unexpected source. New 
starting linebacker Keith Bulluck, 

a backup his first two seasons, 

will stay on the field with middle 
linebacker Randall Godfrey in 
nickel-and-dime packages. Says an 
AFC personnel man, “Having Bulluck 
is like having another strong safety. 
He’s that good against the pass.” 


164 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


included a Super Bow] appearance in Jan- 
uary 2000, the Titans missed the playoffs 
for the first time in three years and lost 
their aura of invincibility at the Coliseum. 
After winning 16 of its first 17 games there, 
Tennessee has dropped six of its last nine. 
“Since we lost to Baltimore [at home in 
the 2000 playoffs], there’s been a hang- 
over here,’ says the 28-year-old George. 
“We had a lackadaisical attitude last year. 
We lost our edge. But that’s changed” 

If so, then it'll be mostly because George 


returns to being the highly productive 
workhorse he was before last season. 
Determined to hit camp in his famously 
ultrafit condition, he spent the off-season 
working out in Northern California with 
personal trainer Raymond Farris (who 
also trains Barry Bonds and Jerry Rice), 
running hills with Rice and regaining 
confidence in the leg-churning, power- 


After his first sub-1,000-yard season, 
George welcomes a new lead blocker. 
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running style that had been his trademark 
before the toe injury. “I tried last season 
to convince myself that I didn’t need train- 
ing camp, and I was wrong,’ George says. 
“T was favoring the toe, and that threw off 
my stride. I had no balance. I’d watch my- 
self on film and not recognize the guy.” 

Says coach Jeff Fisher, “It got to the point 
where he couldn’t get out of his own way. 
His legs were running into each other. He 
would fall in open space, and even when 
we blocked him clear to 
the safety, he couldn’t 
beat the last guy.” 

It is also no coinci- 
dence that George’s drop 
in production came after 
Tennessee waived stalwart fullback Lorenzo 
Neal, who was George’s lead blocker for 
two seasons. George’s comfort level suf- 
fered without Neal, who also is a close 
friend. “I can show Eddie the statistics that 
prove rushing production is the same with 
or without a fullback,’ Fisher says, “but it 
matters to him.” 

To that end, the Titans signed free-agent 
fullback Greg Comella. “There’s been so 
much talk about Eddie: “Does he still want 
it?’ ‘Will he be the same?’ That’s why I 
came here,’ says Comella, who played his 
first four seasons with the Giants. “I love 
that pressure.” 

His blocking should be inspiring, and 
Comella also has above-average receiving 
skills. He gives quarterback Steve McNair, 
coming off the best season of his career, yet 
another option. Still, for Tennessee to re- 
turn to the playoffs, its defense will have 
to rebound from a poor season. The Titans 
are hoping for impact contributions from 
safety Lance Schulters, who played for the 
49ers last season, and rookie defensive 
tackle Albert Haynesworth, the team’s first- 
round pick out of Tennessee. 

To the delight of his teammates, George 
looked sharp in camp. “We needed him 
for a full preseason, to see what he needs 
from his line?’ tackle Fred Miller says. “No 
question, he’s our leader.” Indeed, George 
was frisky in camp, finishing carries with 
a sprint to the end zone (something he 
didn’t do in practices last year), even bark- 
ing at Comella when his new backfield 
mate cut in front of him during drills. 

“Last year Eddie was lost. He was run- 
ning into darkness,’ Fisher says. “But just 
watch. He'll be running to daylight?’—J.E. 


“Schulters will be huge for them. He'll be the leader 
they lost when Blaine Bishop moved to Philadelphia.” 


The Titans are my pick to win this division. 

They were banged up last year, especially in the 

secondary. If they’re healthy, coach Jeff Fisher 
will get their swagger back. Last year teams weren't 
afraid to play them, because they knew Tennessee 
wouldn’t get into a grind-it-out battle. .. . The big ques- 
tion on the defensive line: ls Kevin Carter done? In his 
one big year [1999, with St. Louis] the Rams were always 
up by [4 points, which helped inflate his sack total. He’s 
been on cruise control since. .. . Jevon Kearse can dis- 
rupt an offense, but he’s a liability against the run. 


They’d better hope that Albert Haynesworth can be a 
run stopper like Josh Evans [now with the Jets]... . The 
linebackers are sound, but the health of Randall Godfrey 
[he had minor surgery on his left knee] is a concern... . 
Lance Schulters will be huge for them. He fits into their 
scheme, he’s smart, and he'll be the leader they lost when 
Blaine Bishop moved to Philadelphia. Who’s their other 
safety? Tank Williams? Samari Rolle is fine when 
healthy, but they need a second corner. .. . The offense 
hinges on Eddie George—he sets up the play-action 
pass, which makes Steve McNair more dangerous. 
George’s struggles last year probably helped McNair. He 
became a leader, and he had to win games with his 
arm. ... The wideouts are a bunch of capable 

No. 2s... . The Titans won't win !3 games, but 

their balance should push them past the Colts. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
COACH: Jeff Fisher; ninth season with Tennessee (65-53 in NFL) 


2001 RECORD: 7-9 (third in AFC Central) 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [aliyy 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Titan 
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SCHULTERS 
aa 
SCHEDULE 


PHILADELPHIA 
at Dallas 
CLEVELAND 

at Oakland 


WASHINGTON 
JACKSONVILLE 
Open date 

at Cincinnati 


at Indianapolis 
HOUSTON 
PITTSBURGH 
at Baltimore 


at N.Y. Giants 
INDIANAPOLIS 

NEW ENGLAND (Mon.) 
at Jacksonville 

at Houston 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TI6 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .500 
Games against playoff teams: 5 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 12/T8/8; defense 5/31/25 


QB SteveMcNair [6 43l att. 264comp. 61.3% 3,350 yds. 217Ds {2 int. 90.2 rtg. 

RB Eddie George 4I 315 att. 939 yds. 3.0 avg. 37rec. 279 yds. 75avg. STDs 

RB RobertHolcombe 198 Sat, 42yds.  3.2avg. rec.  ‘I4yds. “14.0. avg.-1 TD 

FB GregComella 273 | 4att, IS yds. 38avg 39rec, _253yds, 6.5 avg. 1TD 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Derrick Mason 39 73 rec, 1128 yds. 9TDs LE Kevin Carter 28 tackles 2sacks 
Kevin Dyson 154 = 54 rec. 825 yds. 7TDs LT JohnThornton Otackles Osacks 
Drew Bennett 225 24rec. 329 yds. ITD RT Henry Ford \Gtackles 1! sack 
Frank Wycheck 128 60 rec. 672 yds. 4TDs RE Jevon Kearse 25 tackles 10 sacks 
Joe Nedney 275 34/35XPs 20/28FGs 94 pts. OLB Keith Bulluck 30 tackles {sack 
Derrick Mason 39 20 ret. 6.4 avg. 0 TDs MLB Randall Godfrey 6ltackles 1! sack 
Eddie Berlin 412 IS ret. 19.5avg. OTDs OLB Peter Sirmon 6tackles Osacks 
Brad Hopkins 6'3” 305 Ibs. !4games_ |4starts } CB Andre Dyson 54tackles 3 int. 
Zach Piller 6'5" 315 lbs. 4games Qstarts | ss Tank Williams (R) 68 tackles Hint. 
Gennaro DiNapoli 6'3" 287lbs. 5Sgames 2starts FS Lance Schulters 52 tackles ‘Bint. 
Benji Olson 64" 315 lbs. 16 games i {6 starts | CB Samari Rolle 5itackles 3 int. 
Fred Miller 6'7" 315 lbs. {6 games (6 starts | P CraigHentrich 85 punts 42.0 avg. 
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SEPTEMBER 2, 2002 165 


— AFC 
‘SOUTH 


Bc 
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FOR 48 HOURS last Jan- 

uary, Tony Dungy was con- 

tent to remain a former 

NEL head coach. Following 

Tampa Bay’s second con- 

secutive wild-card playoff loss in Philadel- 

phia, Dungy was fired, an inglorious end 

to his six-year tenure as the most suc- 

cessful coach in the team’s history. Upon 

receiving the news, he huddled with his 

wife, Lauren, to weigh his options. Though 

his name was already being mentioned 

for other jobs, Dungy considered another 

calling: prison ministry. “It’s something 

I’ve always wanted to do, and I thought 

that maybe the time had come to try it? 

he says. “I wasn’t sure I still wanted to be 
a coach in the NFL” 

As devout and straight-talking as they 


A beefed-up rush will make Bratzke (92), 
the Colts’ best defender, even better. 


come, Dungy would no doubt have been a 
tremendous minister. But when Colts pres- 
ident Bill Polian offered him his team’s 
coaching job (vacant after the firing of Jim 
Mora), Dungy accepted. Now, he ministers 
to Indianapolis defenders, who last year 
were shackled by then defensive coordi- 
nator Vic Fangio’s complicated, zone-blitz 
packages, for which they were too slow and 
inexperienced. Dungy preaches a simpler, 
ball-hawking Cover 2 scheme, inspiring a 
defense that last season gave up an NFL- 
high 30.4 points and an AFC-high 357.2 
yards a game to think that this could be a 
breakout year. 

“T’ve studied film of Tampa’s defense for 
a long time, just because it’s such a beau- 
tiful thing to watch. Having it here, well, 
it’s been like night and day,’ says defensive 
tackle Ellis Johnson. “Last year we were 
taking on too many blocks and trying to 
read then react, instead of just flying to the 


ball. Guys were being asked to do things 
they couldn’t really do. I mean, Ph.D’s 
couldn’t have figured out our defense.” 
“The worst part is watching film from 
last year and seeing how many big plays 
we gave up because of stupid mental mis- 
takes; says defensive end Chad Bratzke. 
“Tt always felt as if we were one step be- 


NEW TWIST 


> Tony Dungy believes that a reason 
for the Colts’ defensive struggles last 
year was an overworked starting 

front seven that played an average of 


80% of the snaps. To keep defenders 
fresh and maximize their speed 

(a must in his Cover 2 schemes), 
Dungy will liberally rotate the front 
seven, aiming to keep each player’s 
average snap count below 55%, 


Tony Dungy’s game plan: more simplicity on defense, fewer turnovers on offense 


d¥/VINSVLIVE Wd 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Colts 


I?ll be interesting to see if Tony Dungy inspires 
66: them, since his approach is so businesslike. 
We're going to find out if it was Dungy or [Bucs 

defensive coordinator] Monte Kiffin who got those defens- 
es fired up. | think Tampa Bay’s defensive success was 
more Monte’s doing. . . . They have the best offense in the 
AFC. Peyton Manning, Edgerrin James and Marvin 
Harrison are all top 3 in the league at their positions, and 
Marcus Pollard is an underrated pass catcher. .. . Their 
O-line should be all right, since their zone-blocking 
schemes don’t force their guys to be superior technicians. 


hind.” Bratzke, the Colts’ best defender and 
leading sacker in each of the last three 
years, routinely faced double teams in 
2001, partly because Indianapolis had so 
few playmakers. That will change if rook- 
ies such as left end Dwight Freeney of 
Syracuse and tackle Larry Tripplett of 
Washington—both exceptionally quick for 
their positions—are able to give the Colts 
the multipronged pass rush they’ve lacked 
since Bratzke arrived as a free agent from 
the Giants in 1999. “This 
defense needs speed, and 
our young guys give us a 


“In the past, Ismail didn’t take practice seriously. 
Bratkeews.“Iteec,, Harrison and Manning should bring him around.” 


when guys are swarming 
all over the place. Having a scheme that 
fits our personnel makes it fun again” 

When it comes to the offense—again 
led by the formidable trio of quarterback 
Peyton Manning, running back Edgerrin 
James and wideout Marvin Harrison— 
the fun should be all Dungy’s. (Also back 
is offensive coordinator Tom Moore, who 
recruited Dungy at the University of Min- 
nesota.) “When you change jobs, nor- 
mally you don’t inherit a Pro Bowl quar- 
terback,’ Dungy says. “Our offense is in 
good hands.” 

Manning threw for 4,131 yards and 26 
touchdowns last season, but he also tossed 
23 interceptions, second most in the NFL. 
That number will decline if James (who 
looked good in camp after returning from 
surgery to repair the left ACL that he tore PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 
last October) returns to form and Qadry 
Ismail, a free-agent pickup from the 
Ravens, emerges as a steady alternative to 
the ever-dangerous Harrison. 

“The perception is that our defense lost 


NFL PHOTOS 


| 
ISMAIL 


SCHEDULE 


at Jacksonville 
MIAMI 

at Houston 
Open date 


Jeff Saturday is an above-average center, but Tarik Glenn 
has gotten sloppier the last couple of seasons. They'll 
need to step it up for James, who's going to have to regain 
confidence in his left knee. .. . Qadry Ismail should be a 
good Number 2 receiver for them. In the past he didn’t 
take practice seriously enough. Being around guys like 
Harrison and Manning should bring him around. ... The 
question is whether they've got the right personnel for the 
Cover 2 schemes, especially at linebacker and cornerback. 
Other than Mike Peterson, their linebackers—particularly 
Rob Morris and Marcus Washington—aren’t quick enough 
to cover the field. . .. Walt Harris has always been a good 
cover corner, but will he get bored playing zone, and will 
he have the discipline not to take too many 
chances? .. . The offense will have to carry this 
team again because the defense is a year away. 


CINCINNATI 
BALTIMORE 
at Pittsburgh (Mon.) 
at at Wesrengron 


TENNESSEE 
at Philadelphia 
DALLAS 

at Denver 


HOUSTON 

at Tennessee 

at Cleveland 
N.Y. GIANTS 
JACKSONVILLE 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: TIG 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .500 
Games against playoff teams: 5 


COACH: Tony Dungy; first season with Indianapolis (54-42 in NFL) 

2001 RECORD: 6-I0 (fourth in AFC East) NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 7/2/2; defense 25/27/29 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [Aj 
QB Peyton Manning 7 547 att. 343comp. 62.7% 4|3lyds. 26TDs 23 int. 84.1 rtg. 


games for us last year, but the reality is that RB EdgerrinJames [3 151 att. 662 yds. 44avg. 24rec. I93yds. 8.0avg. 3TDs 
we lost as a team; Dungy says. “We have to RB KevinMcDougal 359 7 att. 48 yds. 2.8avg. Irec. 10 yds. 10.0 avg. OTDs 
cut down on the turnovers, improve on spe- FB Jim Finn 472 Oatt. 0 yds. no avg. O rec. 0 yds. no avg. OTDs 
cial teams, improve our team speed. If we RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 


LE Dwight Freeney (R) 49 tackles (Te sacks” 
Ey ‘Larry Triplett (A) 38 tackles 2 sacks 
RT Ellis Johnson 20 tackles 3) sacks 
RE Chad Bratzke 45 tackles 8 sacks 
OLB Mike Peterson 46 tackles | sacks 
MLB Rob Morris 84 tackles | sack 
OLB Marcus Washington 73 tackles 8 sacks 
CB WaltHarris 48 tackles. I int. 
SS Cory Bird 27tackles O int. 
FS _Idrees Bashir 59 tackles | int. 
CB David Macklin 53 tackles 3 int. 
P Hunter Smith 68 punts 44.5 avg. 


do those things, we should be fine.” 

But if the Colts are to reverse field after 
last year’s 6-10 debacle and step up to 
challenge the Titans for AFC South dom- 
inance, their revamped defense must 
come through. Polian, for one, is certain 
that Indianapolis got the right man for 
the job. Asked the difference from last 
year to this on defense, he cuts the ques- 
tion short. “It’s a sea change,’ Polian says. 
“With Tony here, it’s as dramatic a change 
as you can get.” —J.E. 


WR Marvin Harrison 10 109 rec. 1,524yds. I5 TDs 
WR Reggie Wayne 15! = 27 rec. 345 yds. OTDs 
WR Qadrytsmail 69 74rec. 1,059 yds. 7 TDs 
TE MarcusPollard 82 47rec. 739 yds. 8TDs 
K Mike Vanderjagt 140 41/42 XPs 28/34FGs 125 pts. 
PR TroyWalters 266 flret.  6.3avg. OTDs 
KR TroyWalters 266 [Sret. 23.6avg. OTDs 
LT Tarik Glenn 6’5" 332Ibs. I6games_ 1/6 starts 
LG Ryan Diem 6'6” 33ilbs. I5games 8 starts 
C Jeff Saturday 6'2" 29ilbs. I6games 16 starts 
RG RickDeMulling 6'4” 304\lbs. 7games  Ostarts 
6'5” 290 lbs. 15 games 
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15 starts 
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It’s not quite a rebuilding year, but after salary-cap losses, youth will have to serve 


BOBBY SHAW should not 
be this happy. Not after sign- 
ing a one-year, $550,000 
contract with the salary-cap- 
strung Jaguars, who lost 10 
starters in the off-season 
and figure to struggle this year. So why— 
after turning down a three-year, $2.1 mil- 
lion offer to stay with the AFC Central 
champion Steelers—is the 27-year-old 
wideout smiling? “I didn’t want to look 
back on my career and wonder if I could’ve 
done more,’ says Shaw, who caught 92 
passes but made only one start in three 
seasons with Pittsburgh. “Coming here, I 
knew I'd get a real opportunity to start, 
and let’s face it, who dreams of being a 
backup? I’d maxed out my upward mobil- 
ity in Pittsburgh. Yeah, times are tough 
right now, but I like this challenge. Money 
and comfort zones aren’t everything.” 
That’s music to the ears of Jaguars coach 
Tom Coughlin. The team’s chief architect 
since its 1995 inception, Coughlin spent 
freely to build Jacksonville into the most 
successful expansion franchise in NFL his- 
tory (four playoff berths in its first five sea- 
sons). But with the team $23 million over 
the salary cap at the end of last season, 
Coughlin was forced to rebuild with inex- 
pensive veterans. 


NEW TWIST 


> Last year coach Tom Coughlin 
delegated play-calling duties to 
offensive coordinator Bob Petrino, 
with disastrous results. The Jaguars’ 
offense ranked 20th in the league. 
Petrino’s gone, and Coughlin’s back 
at the helm. Look for more two-tight- 
end sets and, despite the rumors, a 
peaceful partnership between the 
coach and quarterback Mark Brunell. 


168 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


“Tn our situation? says Coughlin, “we 
need people like Bobby, who’re hungry for 
the chance to play and willing to accept 
the responsibility of setting an example 
for our young guys. I never thought we'd 
have to let so many guys go, but we still 
can’t lower our expectations. We'll strug- 
gle at times because we’re unpolished. I 
just have to be more patient.” 

That’s an understatement given the gap- 
ing holes in the roster. Among the missing 
are five-time Pro Bowl tackle Tony Boselli, 


stalwart receiver Keenan McCardell and 
steady linebackers Kevin Hardy and Hardy 
Nickerson (who led the club with 88 tack- 
les last season). What’s more, injury-prone 
tailback Fred Taylor is coming back from 
a torn groin muscle that caused him to miss 
all but the first two games last season, and 
wideout Jimmy Smith—the team’s best 
playmaker after Taylor—missed training 


The hard-hitting Darius’s playmaking 
moves could keep Jacksonville in games. 
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camp as a holdout after Jacksonville re- 
fused to meet his contract demands. When 
SI went to press, Taylor seemed to be back 
to full strength and playing well, and Smith 
was still a holdout. 

Smith’s absence, coupled with the poor 
play of free-agent wideout Darnay Scott, 
makes Shaw an even more valuable addi- 
tion to the offense. (Scott, whom Cough- 
lin criticized for a sluggish effort in camp 
and demoted to the second team, suffered 
a sprained right shoul- 
der and has been in and 
out of practice since.) 
Signed as a replacement 
for McCardell (a cap ca- 
sualty who will start for 
the Buccaneers), Shaw is fearless and excels 
in third-down situations. Ever the optimist, 
he refuses to think about a season without 
Smith, who last year returned from major 
abdominal surgery to catch 112 passes for 
1,373 yards and eight touchdowns. “I came 
here not just to play, but to play opposite 
Jimmy,’ Shaw says. “I don’t even want to 
consider what it would be like without him?” 

Nor does quarterback Mark Brunell, who 
was already disappointed that the Jaguars 
had lost injury-plagued Boselli, his good 
friend and protector, in the expansion draft. 
Brunell was sacked a whopping 57 times 
last season, and with a newly assembled 
starting line, it seemingly will be even hard- 
er for him to remain upright. “We're young 
in a lot of places, so we can’t think about 
rebuilding and then go out and try to win?’ 
Brunell says. “It’s hard, but we have to fight 
off those thoughts. I’ve pulled some of the 
guys aside and told them to ignore all the 
talk. If they don’t, we're in trouble.” 

On defense Jacksonville is in even more 
trouble. The best players among the front 
seven are the ends. Former Redskins end 
Marco Coleman is another veteran signee 
being counted on for leadership, but Tony 
Brackens’s status is in question because of 
his injured left knee. The linebacker corps 
and the secondary—with the exception of 
hard-hitting strong safety Donovin Darius— 
lack the depth and playmaking ability need- 
ed to keep games close. 

Call this season what you want, as long 
as you don’t use the r word around the 
Jaguars. Rebuilding, as Shaw points out, 
“means accepting defeat, and no one here 
will do that. Trust me. We'll get through 
this.” —J.E. 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Jaguars 


When they let all those guys go in the off- 
season, it was clear they were waving the white 
flag. Still, they could surprise people, but only if 


Jimmy Smith, Fred Taylor and Mark Brunell play all [6 
games. With those guys on the field, this team compares 
with the Colts. If Smith ends his holdout, he'll be good 
again. But he’s 33 and only a year removed from major 
surgery, so | think the Jags are smart not to rework his 
deal. Once he loses a step, he’s done. When Taylor’s heal- 
thy, he’s as good as any back in the AFC, but his body just 


“Signing Chris Naeole was a great move. He’s 
solid and savvy and can play guard or center.” 


doesn’t hold up to the pounding. You need him in there to 


keep the heat off Brunell. He’s the key to everything, which 


has to scare Tom Coughlin. . . . Stacey Mack was impres- 
sive last year, but he’s not the game-breaking back that 
the offense needs. . . . The offensive line is too young to be 
effective, though signing Chris Naeole was a great move. 
He’s solid and savvy and can play guard or center.... 
Jacksonville’s defense looks really bad. Their two young 
tackles, John Henderson and Marcus Stroud, lack inten- 
sity.... Fernando Bryant is an underrated corner, and 
he’s the only one who offenses will worry about.... 
Jason Craft has to play more confidently, because teams 
will be going after him... . Donovin Darius has to stay 


healthy. He hits a ton for a safety and has Pro Bowl ability 
back there.... If Coughlin loses the locker 
room, this will be a long year. He’s going to have 


to be careful not to wear on his veterans. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Tom Coughlin; eighth season with Jacksonville (62-50 in NFL) 


200! RECORD: 6-10 (fifth in AFC Central) 
OFFENSIVE BACKS [iw 


QB Mark Brunell 64 473 att. 289 comp. 
RB Fred Taylor 51 30 att. 116 yds. 
RB Stacey Mack 146 2i3 att. 877 yds. 
FB Patrick Washington 471 0 att. O yds. 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
WR Jimmy Smith 56 1,373 yds. 
WR Patrick Johnson 169 57 yds. 
WR Bobby Shaw 218 24rec. 409 yds. 
TE Kyle Brady 205 36 rec. 386 yds. 
K  HaydenEpstein(R) 310 37/37XPs 13/20 FGs 
PR DamonGibson 426 38 ret. 
KR Elvis Joseph 306 17 ret. 
Zach Wiegert 6'5” 315 Ibs. 
Brad Meester 6'3”" 304 Ibs. 
John Wade 6'5” 302 Ibs. 
Chris Naeole 6'3” 313 Ibs. 
Maurice Williams 6’5” 300 Ibs. 


112 rec. 
5 rec. 


8.8 avg. 

25.2 avg. 
16 games 
16 games 
15 games 


16 games 


16 games 


61.1% 
3.9 avg. 
4.) avg. 


no avg. 


8TDs 
ITD 
2TDs 
2TDs 
76 pts. 
OTDs 
ITD 

16 starts 
I6 starts 
O starts 
16 starts 
16 starts 


SEPTEMBER 2, 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 26/18/20; defense 10/22/TI6 


3,309 yds. 


2 rec. 
23 rec. 


5 rec. 


DEFENSE 
LE MarcoColeman 32 tackles 
LT Larry Smith 
RT Marcus Stroud 
RE Paul Spicer 
OLB Danny Clark 
MLB Wali Rainer 
OLB T.J. Slaughter 
CB Fernando Bryant 49 tackles 
SS. Donovin Darius 
FS Ainsley Battles 
CB Jason Craft 

P Chris Hanson 
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SCHEDULE 


INDIANAPOLIS 
at Kansas City 
Open date 

NEW YORK JETS 


PHILADELPHIA 
at Tennessee 
at Baltimore 
HOUSTON 


at N.Y. Giants 
WASHINGTON 
at Houston 

at Dallas 


PITTSBURGH 
CLEVELAND 
at Cincinnati 
TENNESSEE 
at Indianapolis 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 21 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .487 
Games against playoff teams: 4 


19 TDs 
13 yds. 
165 yds. 
36 yds. 


13 int. 

6.5 avg. 
7.2 avg. 
72 avg. 


84.1 rtg. 
0 TDs 
10 TDs 
OTDs 


4% sacks 
3tackles Osacks 
2 tackles 
23 tackles 
23 tackles 
53 tackles 


4| tackles 


O sacks 
2 sacks 
0 sacks 
| sack 

| sack 
O int. 
65 tackles 
50 tackles 
53 tackles 
82 punts 


lint. 
2 int. 
2 int. 
43.6 avg. 
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HOUSTON 


A veteran defense will be expected to carry the load in what figures to be along season 


IT’S A homecoming for 
them both, though depend- 
ing upon which one you lis- 
ten to, the leaders of the ex- 
pansion Texans see the 
home of the NFL’s 32nd 
franchise as either a place of exile or a 
refuge. Defensive tackle Gary Walker and 
cornerback Aaron Glenn do agree on one 
thing, however: If the Texans are to finish 
closer to the 1995 Panthers (7-9) than the 
76 Buccaneers (0-14) in the expansion- 
era pantheon, they and their defensive 
mates will have to generously exceed ex- 
pectations. With question marks at every 
offensive skill position—and Houston’s 
best player, left tackle Tony Boselli, side- 
lined indefinitely by two off-season shoul- 
der operations—the Texans will win (on 
occasion) only if rookie quarterback and 
franchise cornerstone David Carr isn’t ex- 
pected to do everything. 

“Bottom line: If our defense can’t keep 
us within 10 points come the fourth quarter, 
it ll be a long year; says Texans coach Dom 
Capers, the resident expert on almost- 
winning expansion football. (Those ’95 Pan- 
thers were his team.) “If we’re not forcing 
turnovers and stopping big plays, we'll have 
to throw all the time, and our quarterback 
will be spending a lot of time on his back.” 


NEW TWIST 


> One of the Texans’ biggest free- 
agent signings was linebacker 
Kailee Wong, who spent his first 
four seasons with the Vikings. Wong 
played on the outside in Minnesota's 
4-3 during his first three seasons, 
then switched to the middle in 

2001. Now he’s moving back outside 
as a pass-rushing linebacker in 
Houston’s 3-4 scheme. 


170 SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


Given Cart’s stake in the defense’s per- 
formance, it’s no wonder that one of his 
first stops in Houston was the hospital 
where Walker was recovering following 
late-May surgery on his right groin. While 
Walker was moved by his teammate’s ges- 
ture, his homecoming (Walker played for 
the Oilers in 1995 and 96) is still a bitter- 
sweet one. Perceived as a problem in Jack- 
sonville following a reported locker room 
brawl with teammates last season, Walker 
thought he’d be released by the Jaguars and 


thus able to test the free-agent waters. In- 
stead they left him unprotected, and Hous- 
ton used its fourth pick to select him in the 
expansion draft. “I was bitter when they 
didn’t just let me go, but to end up here 
means everything worked out,’ he says. “I 
feel like ’ve always had something to prove, 
and this year’s no different.” 

The success of Houston’s 3-4 scheme 


Wong should turn heads as he moves 
back outside as a speed pass rusher. 


OlysSou G08 


will hinge on Walker’s ability to take on 
multiple blockers, collapse the pocket and 
get to the quarterback, all of which he 
proved he could do in Jacksonville. He had 
10 sacks in 99 and, following an injury- 
plagued 2000, had 7% sacks last season and 
made his first Pro Bowl. 

“Gary’s enthusiasm lifts everyone up,” 
says outside linebacker Kailee Wong. “He 
reminds me of John Randle [the seven- 
time All-Pro tackle who played with Wong 
for three seasons in Min- 
nesota] in that way. You 
always hear him, and no 
one outworks him. He’s 
invaluable for us.” 

For Glenn, the former 
Texas A&M star who played eight years for 
the Jets, the return home is far sweeter; the 
Pro Bowl corner was elated when Houston 
took him, a pick ahead of Walker. “I liked 
New York, but Houston fits me better?’ he 
says. “My wife’s from here, my family’s 
here, so for me it’s the best situation” 
Though Glenn is as soft-spoken as Walker 
is voluble, his leadership of an otherwise 
shaky secondary and his superior ball- 
hawking skills make him equally valuable 
(in a division with the Jaguars’ Jimmy 
Smith and the Colts’ Marvin Harrison). 

The Texans are deepest at linebacker, 
where a trio of proven veterans—Wong, 
outside rush specialist Keith Mitchell, 
formerly of the Saints, and inside line- 
backer Jamie Sharper, the potential break- 
out star of the bunch after toiling for five 
years with the Ravens in Ray Lewis’s con- 
siderable shadow—will keep things close, 
if only for a while. 

The almost certain shortage of victories 
isn’t likely to dampen many spirits in Hous- 
ton, which gets its favorite sport back six 
years after Bud Adams moved the Oilers 
to Nashville. Fans will be watching the Tex- 
ans in the NFL's new crown jewel of fields, 
Reliant Stadium—a two-million-square- 
foot mammoth that dwarfs even its next- 
door neighbor, the Astrodome—and the 
team that opens at home against the long- 
hated Cowboys will be nothing if not young 
(the Texans selected no players older than 
30 in the expansion draft) and hungry. To 
Walker, that is all that should be expected. 
“We know we're here to build something 
for the future;’ he says. “We intend to come 
together for the folks here. We’ve got no 
other choice.” —J.E. 


“David Carr reminds me a lot of Peyton Manning: 
polished, humble, with all the intangibles.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Texans 


They start out stronger than any other recent 
i & expansion team because so many quality players 

were left unprotected for the expansion draft 
strictly because of high cap numbers. But there are too 
many holes to expect them to be competitive. ... They’re 
smart to play David Carr. He’ll get a yearlong honeymoon. 
Coming out, he reminds me a lot of Peyton Manning: pol- 
ished, humble, with all the intangibles. .. . But that O-line 
is in shambles. If Tony Boselli and Ryan Young don’t get 
back until midseason, Carr will be running for his life... . | 
really like Jabar Gaffney. He doesn’t have any one out- 


NFL PHOTOS 


YOUNG 


LE Pia 
SCHEDULE 


DALLAS 
at San Diego 
INDIANAPOLIS 
at Philadelphia 


standing quality, but of all the rookie receivers he could be 
the most productive this year. The complicated system he 
played in at Florida means he won't be overwhelmed in an 
NFL offense, ... Corey Bradford never panned out in 
Green Bay, and if you're that fast and can’t get it done with 
Brett Favre throwing to you, it doesn’t bode well for doing 
anything in Houston. ... Jonathan Wells was a steal in 
the fourth round. He could’ve gone mid-second round. .. . 
Their defense is way too thin, but with no injuries it’ll be 
0.K. Gary Walker and Seth Payne are legit players, and 


Open date 
BUFFALO 

at Cleveland 
at Jacksonville 


CINCINNATI 

at Tennessee 
JACKSONVILLE 
N.Y. GIANTS 


at Indianapolis 
at Pittsburgh 


their linebackers—Kailee Wong, Keith Mitchell, and espe- aware 
; ; a, ; at Washington 
cially Jamie Sharper—will be good... . Aaron Glenn is a TENNESSEE 


top five cornerback, but Marcus Coleman is too big and 
will be a liability in coverage. . . . They could win 


five games, but the toughest thing for this team = 
will be learning to close out tight games. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Dom Capers; first season with Houston (30-34 in NFL) 

INAUGURAL SEASON 

QB DavidCarr(R) 114 533att. 344comp. 64.5%  4,839yds. 46TDs int. 165.9 rtg. 
RB James Allen 84 35att. 469 yds. 3.5avg. 30 rec. 203 yds. 68avg. 2TDs 
RB Jonathan Wells (R) 240 25latt. 1,331 yds. 5.3 avg. Ilrec. lI7 yds. 10.6 avg. 16 TDs 
FB Jarrod Baxter (R) 181 203 att. 907 yds. 4.5 avg. 7rec. 49 yds. 7O avg. t1TDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Corey Bradford Si rec. 526 yds. 27TDs LE Gary Walker 835 tackles 7/ sacks 
WR Jermaine Lewis §/ 4rec. 32 yds. 1TD NT JerryDeLoach Qtackles {sack 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 32 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .441 
Games against playoff teams: 3 


WR JabarGaffney(R) 152 67 rec. II9lyds. {3TDs RE Seth Payne 40 tackles 5sacks 
TE Rod Rutledge 272 5Srec. 35 yds. OTDs OLB Kailee Wong 83 tackles 3sacks 
K Kris Brown 325 34/37XPs 30/44FGs 124 pts. ILB- Jay Foreman 72tackles 2% sacks 
PR JermaineLewis 8{ 42 ret. I2.4avg. OTDs ILB JamieSharper 77tackles 6 sacks 
KR JermaineLewis 8! 42 ret. 24.7avg. OTDs OLB Keith Mitchell 6litackles 2sacks 
LT Tony Boselli 6'7" 322\bs. 3games 3starts CB Aaron Glenn 27 tackles 5int. 


LG DeMingoGraham 6'3” 310 Ibs. 
C SteveMcKinney 6'4” 295 lbs. 
Fred Weary (R) 6’ 4” 308 Ibs. 
6'5” 


SS Eric Brown 77 tackles 2int. 

FS Matt Stevens 30 tackles | int. 

CB MarcusColeman 59 tackles 2 int. 

P Chad Stanley 19 punts 39.5 avg. 
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16 games 16 starts 


l4games_ |4starts 


\3games 13 starts 


Ryan Young 320 lbs. I6games 16 starts 


BRING THE DAYWALKER 
HOME TONIGHT 


> FULLY LOADED 

2 -Dist PLATINUM 

SERIES” DVD 
INCLUDES: 


Widescreen version 
of the film 


¢ Dolby Digital EX, DTS ES, 
And Surround Sound Stereo 


© Commentary by Wesley Snipes 
and filmmakers 


¢ Deleted alternate scenes 
¢ Intriguing Featurettes 
© And more! j 
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' BLADE 


Don’t forget the original hit BLADE 
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Raiders 


The clock is ticking for an aging team that still carries a chip on its shoulder 


THE RAIDERS spent their 
summer in a state of bliss, 
believing that only the zebras 
cost them the Lombardi Tro- 
phy, shrugging off the de- 
parture of coach Jon Gruden and insist- 
ing that Gruden’s successor, Bill Callahan, 
is the ideal leader for a team looking to 
build on its recent success. Whether Calla- 
han’s players are divinatory or delusional 
won't be revealed until the second Sun- 
day of September, so until then everything 
is golden in the world of Silver and Black. 

Leave it to All-Pro cornerback Charles 
Woodson, who forced the apparent fum- 
ble by Patriots quarterback Tom Brady in 
last January’s AFC divisional playoff clash 
that precipitated the most famous replay 
reversal in NFL history (and ratcheted up 
Raider Nation’s already robust paranoia to 
uncharted levels), to sound a cautionary 
note. “Coach Callahan seems to be his own 
man, but just like anybody who’s in a new 
role, he’s trying to feel his way through,” 
Woodson says. “The bottom line is, we’re 
really not going to know anything until we 
go out there and strap it up.” 

That’s the deal for anyone coaching in 
the strange kingdom of Raiders owner 
Al Davis, whom observers of recent prac- 
tices describe as revitalized and peppy. That 


RAIDERS 


NEW TWIST 


> It always irked Al Davis that his 
beloved deep throw was virtually 
nonexistent in Jon Gruden’s 
offense, so expect the Raiders to 
take more chances downfield. 
Because wideouts Jerry Rice and 
Tim Brown don’t have many go 
routes left in their Hall of Fame legs, 
look for third-year speedster Jerry 
Porter to be used as a deep threat. 


could be a scary prospect for Callahan, 46, 
the team’s offensive coordinator for four 
years but a first-time head coach—one who 
is replacing a man who reveled in ignoring 
Davis's ideas. Will the hiring of Callahan 
mark the return of the Al Davis Puppet The- 
ater (Joe Bugel, please pick up the white cour- 
tesy phone), or will he make fans forget the 
coach who transformed a franchise’s col- 
lective attitude and netted four high draft 
picks and $8 million from the Bucs? 

It’s a loaded question, because the 


HEINZ KLUETMEIER 


Raiders have assembled a roster designed 
to produce instant gratification. Ten of 
Oakland’s projected starters are 30 or 
older, including three high-profile free- 
agent signees: defensive tackle John Par- 
rella (32), linebacker Bill Romanowski 
(36) and free safety Rod Woodson (37). 
The key to it all, as it has been since he 
came to Oakland in 1999, is Rich Gannon, 


Gannon scoffs at the notion that he'll 
have to change now that Gruden is gone. 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Raiders 


36. Though he is perhaps Gruden’s biggest 
fan, Gannon is excited by Callahan’s at- 
tention to detail and coaching vision. A 
Pro Bowl quarterback for the past three sea- 
sons, Gannon scoffs at suggestions that with 
surrogate godfather Gruden gone, his prick- 
ly approach toward motivating teammates 
might need to be scrapped. “That's bull----;’ 

Gannon says. “I ain’t gonna change.” 
Still, there are potential issues. After 
years of lauding off-season workouts as the 
reason for the team’s 


“I don’t think a lot of people realize what Gruden bariarogn One 


They’ve got to get it done this year, because of 
G& their age, but it’s going to be tough. | don’t think 

a lot of people realize what Jon Gruden meant 
to this team. Bill Callahan has a tough, tough job ahead of 
him... . Rich Gannon is not as quick as he used to be, but 
he’s a very smart guy who knows where everybody is. . . . 
Charlie Garner is so quick, and he’s tough too.... 
Watching Jerry Rice on film last year, it was like, Are you 
kidding me? He looked better than he had in a couple of 
years, and he'll be good again. . . . Jerry Porter is not very 
consistent. He’s a big, fast athlete, but someday he’s got to 


$OLOHd 14N 


BUCHANON 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 8 | SEATTLE coming off consecutive 

. z = 2 

aoe meant to this team. Callahan has atough job.” Arcot ores 

ee Me oo previous six seasons— 

Oct. 6G | at Buffalo find his niche and make it happen.... Tory James is a the quarterback skipped the team’s volun- 

13 | at St. Louis straight-line guy; it might take a few games, but | think tary sessions while mired in a contract dis- 

20 | SAN DIEGO Phillip Buchanon will beat him out. The kid’s got all the pute. (He signed a six-year, $54 million deal 

ee pet nsenisas ity ____| tools, and once he adjusts to the NFL—man, can you imag- in July.) “It could have been an issue if he’d 

Nov. 31 SAN FRANCISCO ine pairing him with Charles Woodson? Having those two come back and struggled,” says fullback 

ff | at Denver (Mon.) guys at corner, | might wet my pants. .. . John Parrella? Jon Ritchie, “but when he showed up for 

17 | NEW ENGLAND Oh, God, they've helped themselves tremendously with the start of training camp, it was like he 
ee ° Kegon that guy. Darrell Russell took on blockers maybe one out was never gone.” 

Dec. 2| NY. JETS (Mon) of four times; Parrella goes hard every play. He’s like a Gannon believes this year’s Raiders will 

$ | at San Diego storekeeper; nobody will run up the middle against those be more disciplined than their immediate 

is =a ble guys. ...1 don’t know how much Bill Romanowski’s got predecessors, partly because of whom 


left, but if nothing else, he'll set the tempo for their young 
players, in games and in practices. ... Rod Woodson is so 
SCHEDULE STRENGTH damn smart, and he'll keep everyone lined up = 


they’ve added and partly because of dele- 
tions like suspended defensive tackle Dar- 
rell Russell. Already former Chargers 
standout Parrella, the anti-Russell, has 
blown away his new teammates with his 
all-out effort and gritty maturity. “That 
guy [Russell] had the worst attitude ever, 
PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics and he brought a lot of others down with 
him,” one offensive starter says. “Parrella’s 
a beast who’s all heart.” 


KANSAS CITY (Sat, 


NFL rank: T7 in the right spots; they haven’t had a safety 


Opponents’ 2001 winning percentage: .527 
Games against playoff teams: 6 


who can do that in a long time. 


COACH: Bill Callahan; first season as a head coach 


2001 RECORD: |0-6 (first in AFC West NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 24/4/7; defense 22/9/18 : i . 
=* ) ( ) While he isn’t armed with Gruden’s 
OFFENSIVE BACKS « 
trademark glare or overt bravado—“I 


QB Rich Gannon 2 ’ ; 549 att. 36icomp. 65.8% 3,828 yds. 27 TDs 9 int. 95.5 rtg. don’t get in pe ople’s faces and scream and 
RB Charlie Garner ‘54 | 2il att. 839 yds. 4.0 avg. 72rec. 578 yds. 8.0avg. 3TDs holler” Callahan says—Coach Cali has 
RB Tyrone Wheatley . (06 = 8B att. 276 yds. 3.1 avg. 12 rec. 6l yds. 5.lavg. 6TDs convinced his charges that he’s no feck- 
FB Jon Ritchie (277 Oatt. O yds. no avg. 19 rec. I54yds. 8.lavg. 2TDs less flunky. During a hot practice in early 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE August, Callahan stunned his players by 
WR Tim Brown 30 Yirec.  |,165yds. 9TDs l4tackles 2 sacks halting a nearly completed series of pass- 


WR Jerry Rice aT 83 rec. 1139 yds. 9TDs 
WR Jerry Porter 19 rec. 220 yds. OTDs 
TE Roland Williams 33 rec. 298 yds. 3TDs 
42/42 XPs 23/28 FGs Ill pts. 


ing drills and ordering a do-over, meaning 
an extra 20 minutes of work. Plenty of 
Raiders cursed under their breath, but 
they left the field with a newfound respect 


PR ReggieBarlow' |4g2) 29ret. © 6.9avg. 0 TDs MLB Grog Biekert Bitackles 3sacks | for Callahan. 
KR Terry Kirby B49 4Gret. 23.2avg. 1TDs | OLB Eric Barton 29 tackles O sacks “That's the first time we've had that ex- 
- » Dy * « s r 

LT Barry Sims 6'5" 300lbs. I5games |5starts} CB CharlesWoodson 39 tackles | int. penance, Ritchie says. “But looking back, 

LG FrankMiddleton 6'4" 330Ibs. [games [starts] SS Derrick Gibson ——IStackles _| int. he was right. We've really taken to Coach 

C BarretRobbins  6’3” 320 lbs. 2games 2starts [FS elie 5B tackles Bb pas becaties ep itnes an cane 
Ie oe Ae ; Everyone in Raider Nation is full of Cali 

RG MoCollins 6'4” 325 lbs. Sgames 4starts | CB Phillip Bu on (R) 23 tackles “Bint. a 


love—at least until the games begin. —M.S. 


RT Lincoln Kennedy 6'6" 335lbs. I5games [5 starts 73 punts 46.2 avg. 
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Visit www.nomadworld.com CG; FR AT | V ay 


THE 5 BASIC 

NECESSITIES 
OF LIFES 

MOVIES, TV, VIDEO, 
MUSIC & BOOKS. 


If you’re into entertainment, this is your weekly sustenance. From 
in-depth reviews of movies to what’s happening in music, 
television, video, and books, Entertainment Weekly gives you a lot 
to chew on. You can probably live without it, but is that really living? 


There’s nothing more entertaining than Entertainment Weekly. 


EW.com + AOL Keyword: Entertainment Weekly 


© Entertainment Weekly Inc. 2002 


A special collector's issue 
commemorating their championship season 


Each distinctive edition 


features player profiles, | 

game stories from | 
the season and in-depth 
coverage of the playoffs | 


| re Seg 
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and Super Bowl XXXVI. 


Hardbound 
Commemorative 
Edition 
Individually 
Numbered 


Gold-Lettered 
Cover Design 


MAKES A 
GREAT GIFT! 


$4995 
ONLY 


plus $4.95 shipping & handling 


-800-525-3108 


:www.Sispecialoffer.com 


Online offer also includes tribute editions honoring Dale Earnhardt, Michael Jordan, 
the Miami Hurricanes, the Los Angeles Lakers and many more! 


Please allow 4~6 weeks for delivery. Residents of CA, DC, FL, GA, IL, MA, MI, NJ, NY, TN and TX must add appropriate taxes. Cover art and design subject to change, 
© 2002 Time Inc. All Rights Reserved. SPORTS ILLUSTRATED is a registered trademark of Time Inc. 


THE NEW 


GET THE FEELING. 
“8 toyota.com 


Seats five, has 53 cubic feet of cargo space, and is 


available with 180 hp and a 6-speed manual shift. 


You don’t fit any known category. Why should your car? 
©2002 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A, Inc. Buckle Up! Do it for those who love you 
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DENVER 


Broncos 


After a trying year for Brian Griese, his quarterback and leadership skills will be on trial 


NO MATTER how 
hard they try, the 
Broncos will never 


Sa 
turn Brian Griese 


into the life of the 


party. The man is private and serious. You 
can’t change him. One day this summer 
at training camp, locker-room leader and 
top receiver Rod Smith said, “I’ve told 
Brian if I see him with a frown on his face, 
I’m going to slap it off him. Have fun, 
man.” That same day, outside the cafeteria, 
defensive lineman Trevor Pryce playfully 
shoved Griese. “Greaseball!” Pryce said 
jocularly. “Get outta here!” Male bonding 
stuff. This team is trying to make the quiet 
Griese one of the boys. 

Why bother? When Griese led Michigan 
to a share of the national championship in 
1997, he was a private guy. When Griese 
led the NFL in passing in 2000, he was a 
private guy. Lighting a firecracker under 
him is not going to make him play better. 
Staying injury-free, not forcing balls to in- 
experienced receivers in tight coverage and 
leading the offense like a general—those 
are the things that will make him a bet- 
ter quarterback. Make no mistake, Griese, 
the late bloomer drafted 89 spots after 
Ryan Leaf in ’98, will be on trial this year. 
Early. His breakout 2000 season (19 


NEW TWIST 


> By signing Lional Dalton to 
team with Chester McGlockton at 
defensive tackle, forming a 
643-pound run-stopping duo, Denver 
was able to move the versatile 
Trevor Pryce (42% sacks in five 
seasons) from tackle to left end. At 
295 pounds, the 6’ 5” Pryce should 
be able to help stop the run and 
have a double-digit sack season. 


touchdowns, four interceptions) fell be- 
tween two mediocre ones; he’s only 19-19 
as an NFL starter. 

An abrupt quarterback change isn’t out 
of character for coach Mike Shanahan, who 
stunned the football world when he picked 
Griese to start over veteran Bubby Brister in 
1999. So if Griese struggles early—the 
tough defenses of St. Louis, Baltimore, San 
Diego, Miami and New England dot the 
first-half schedule—don’t be surprised if 
he gets the hook. Backup Steve Beuerlein 
was Shanahan’s first NFL quarterback 


MICHAEL ZITO/SPORTSCHROME 


when he coached the Los Angeles Raiders 
in ’88, and, playing for the Carolina Pan- 
thers in 99 and 2000, Beuerlein threw for 
an NFC-high 8,166 yards. Beuerlein had 
two elbow surgeries in the past 18 months, 
but if he’s healthy he’s a threat to Griese. 
“Brian has proven he can play, and play 
at a very high level, when we’re healthy,’ 
Shanahan said during training camp. “I’ve 
told Brian that the challenge for him is to 


With Beuerlein in the wings, Griese 
(below) has to be at the top of his game. 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes up the Broncos 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 8 | ST.LOUIS 
15 | at San Francisco 
22 | BUFFALO 
30 


Oct. & 
13 

20 

27 


Nov. 3 
ft 


SAN DIEGO 
MIAMI 
at Kansas City 


Open date 
OAKLAND (Mon.) 


17 | at Seattle 
24 | INDIANAPOLIS 
Dec. 1 | at San Diego 
8 | atN.Y. Jets 
#5 | KANSAS CITY 
22 | at Oakland 
29 | ARIZONA 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: T7 


at Baltimore (Mon.) 


at New England 


SOLOHd JAN 


Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .527 


Games against playoff teams: 8 


Brian Griese has really struggled with the physi- 
els cal part of the game. He takes big hits and 

doesn’t seem to be able to overcome them.... 
The offensive line faltered last year. Lennie Friedman got 
overrun at left guard, and Dan Neil’s a holder, nothing 
more, at right guard. ... Everyone talks about Denver’s 
1,000-yard backs, but they won't run effectively unless the 
Broncos make Mike Anderson their full-time fullback. That 
spot has been a problem since they lost Howard Griffith, 
who was like an anvil back there. Anderson has to forget 
about carrying the ball and just think about blocking. .. . 


Rod Smith is the key to their offense. Even the Patriots 
and the great Belichick couldn’t stop him with a double- 
team. ... [First-round pick] Ashley Lelie will be huge at 
some point early in his career, but | don’t think it will be 
this year. He’s been too hurt [pulled right hamstring]. ... 
What’s the big deal about Shannon Sharpe's returning? 
Desmond Clark’s twice the receiver, and Sharpe never was 
interested in blocking. .. . On defense | have a lot of ques- 
tions. Cornerback Deltha O’Neal is like Terrell Buckley: 
makes lots of big plays, but gives up just as many. Tim 
Brown kills him. They've drafted two corners in the first 
round recently, and neither is a shutdown guy.... Al 
Wilson’s a short-armed player who’s not physical enough 
to be a middle linebacker. . . . | don’t know about 
the move of Trevor Pryce to end. He’s one of the 55 
best in the league inside. Why move him? 


“Rod Smith is the key to their offense. Even 
Belichick couldn’t stop him with a double team.” 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Mike Shanahan; eighth season with Denver (80-52 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 8-8 (third in AFC West) 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR" 


QB Brian Griese 7 
RB Clinton Portis (R) 27 
RB Olandis Gary 102 
FB Mike Anderson 83 


RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


WR Rod Smith 18 
WR Ed McCaffrey 66 
WR Ashley Lelie (R) 232 
TE ShannonSharpe 1/5 

K Jason Elam 156 
PR_ Deltha O'Neal 374 
KR Herb Haygood (R) 350 | 
LT Ephraim Salaam 6'7" 
LG Lennie Friedman 6'3" 
C Tom Nalen 6' 3" 
RG Dan Neil 6'2" 
RT Matt Lepsis 6' 4" 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 10/25/22; defense 6/16/8 


451 att. 275comp. 61.0% 2,827 yds. 23TDs {9 int. 78.5 rtg. 
220 att, 1,200 yds. 5.5 avg. l2rec. 125yds. l0.4avg. 1 TDs 
57 att. 228 yds. 40 avg. 4rec. 29 yds. 73 avg. ITD 
175 att. 678 yds. 3.9 avg. 8 rec. 46 yds. 5.8avg. 4TDs 
DEFENSE 
3rec. 1,343yds. II TDs Trevor Pryce 33 tackles 7 sacks 
6 rec. 94 yds, 1TD Chester McGlockton 34 tackles | sack 
84rec. I,713 yds, 19 TDs Lional Dalton l2 tackles Osacks 
73rec. 8llyds, 2TDs Kavika Pittman 27 tackles | sack 
31/31 XPs 31/86 FGs 124 pts. John Mobley 79 tackles | sack 
3I ret. 13.1 avg. 1TD Al Wilson 72tackles 3 sacks 
24ret. 26.3 avg. 2TDs lan Gold 86 tackles 3 sacks 
300 lbs. l4games 3 starts Deltha O'Neal 62tackles 9 int. 
285 lbs. I5games 14 starts Kenoy Kennedy 54tackles | int. 
286 lbs. IGgames 16 starts Izell Reese 27 tackles tint. 
285 lbs. IS5games 15 starts Denard Walker 5Itackles 3 int. 
290 Ibs. I6 games 6 starts Tom Rouen 81 punts 45.3 avg. 


(GAGS mes CDM "PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


play at the same level, and demand the 
same from his teammates, when we have 
injuries. That’s what separates the good 
NFL quarterbacks from the great ones.” 

Taking a break from working the coach’s 
clicker on the video screen in his room, 
Shanahan paused for a full five seconds 
after being asked if his confidence in Griese 
was shaken. “Yeah,” he said. “I was disap- 
pointed he didn’t lift his game last year. 
Every team gets injuries. When you get in- 
juries on offense, the 
quarterback’s got to make 
those new players believe 
they can do it.” 

No team has been hit 
harder by injuries over 
the past three seasons than Denver, but 
it’s still stunning that the Broncos are only 
25-23 since winning their second straight 
Super Bowl following the 1998 season. 
Last year the broken left leg that wideout 
Ed McCaffrey suffered in the season open- 
er and the subsequent injuries to fellow 
receivers Rod Smith and Kevin Kasper, 
plus the continuing left knee woes of for- 
mer All-Pro running back Terrell Davis 
(who will start the season on injured re- 
serve), exposed Denver’s lack of offensive 
depth. The once explosive Broncos scored 
30 points or more only once in the last 14 
weeks, and Griese, unwisely forcing 
throws, dropped from being the league’s 
top-rated passer in 2000 to 15th last fall. 

“T don’t see last year as being represen- 
tative of me as a player; Griese says. “I just 
haven't thrown interceptions like that [19, 
one more than in his entire college career]. 
As the year went on, I found myself trying 
to make plays that weren’t there. In this 
league you can’t use injuries as an excuse, 
and I won't. I know I have to play better.” 

He also has to get used to the media ze- 
roing in on his gaffes. In May, after a night 
of carousing with teammates, he fell on 
his face—literally—in Davis’s driveway. 
Two months after his driveway dive, 
Griese lightly rear-ended a stopped car. 
“Are you going to write about that stuff?” 
he said, clearly annoyed when it was men- 
tioned. “Practice is the best time for me. 
I can get away from the media and con- 
centrate on football instead of all this other 
stuff, which no one will ever let me forget.” 

They'll forget—after a few mistake-free, 
300-yard passing games lead to Denver 
wins. —P.K. 
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AFC 


WEST KANSAS CITY 


Aclub beset by questions is counting on aPriest (Holmes) to deliver it from eternal limbo 


ASSUME, FOR the sake 

of the Chiefs’ prospects this 

season, that tight end Tony 

Gonzalez will end his hold- 
out sometime in September. His 80 or so 
catches are vital to the offense. Either 
Gonzalez will give up his dream to play 
in the NBA and sign a long-term contract 
with Kansas City, or he’ll sign the one- 
year, $3.05 million offer the team has on 
the table. It’s hard to imagine the man 
turning down at least $180,000 every 
Sunday. 

Assume, also, that Trent Green won’t 
be the mistake-prone quarterback he was 
a year ago, when he was coming off major 
knee surgery. Green had never turned the 
ball over much until last year, when he led 
the league with 24 interceptions. But that 
was after he had barely worked out with 
his new mates in the 2001 off-season. “I 
had some problems with accuracy,’ he 
says, “and that came from not making the 
throws in minicamps and training camp. 
I’m so much healthier this year.” 

Assume, too, that the offensive line— 
even with new left tackle Willie Roaf hob- 
bling through camp as he recovers from 
October 2001 knee surgery and John Tait 
struggling to play right tackle for the first 
time in his career—will hold up. The in- 


b> Weakness on the interior line last 
season forced right end Eric Hicks 
to concentrate on the run, and his 
sack production sank from [4 in 
2000 to 3. Hicks should return to 
form. Two rookie tackles will bolster 
the run defense, and line coach Bob 
Karmelowicz has told him, “Don’t 
be predictable. Don’t make the same 
pass-rush move two plays in a row.” 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


terior line, led by Pro Bowl guard Will 
Shields, remains a strength. 

If Gonzalez, Green and the line do their 
parts, then the question about the Kansas 
City offense comes down to this: Can 
Priest Holmes repeat his 2001 perfor- 
mance—2,169 total rushing and receiving 
yards—or was it a fluke? 

Only Marshall Faulk had more yards 
from scrimmage last year than Holmes, 
who, with 1,555 yards on the ground, 
became the first undrafted player in 


47 years to win a league rushing crown. 
Holmes wasn’t drafted out of Texas five 
years ago because he was thought to be 
too small and too slow. But at 5' 9" and 
213 pounds he showed the strength to 
plow inside and the quickness to get 
around the corner. He was surprisingly 
hard to tackle, as was evident when he 
rushed for 150 yards against Pittsburgh, 


Holmes’s career 4.7-yard rushing average 
is reason to believe that ’O! was no fluke. 


S29VMWI ALL39/YHVS NVIUS 


mn 


which had the NFL’s best run defense. 

The Chiefs seem concerned about 
Holmes’s encore campaign. “There’s no 
doubt in my mind that he’ll have a big 
bull’s-eye on his chest; says coach Dick 
Vermeil, entering his second season with 
the team. “He’s going to get a lot more 
attention from teams than he did last year. 
I still think he can be a 1,300-yard rusher 
every year, but I’m not sure he can have 
the same kind of impact he had last year.” 

The doubts—not just 
Vermeil’s but those 
of the fans and the 
media—are music to 
Holmes’s ears. “That in- 
spires me;’ he says. “The 
obstacles will be different this year, but I’m 
going back to work, and I’ll face every one 
of them head-on. I’ve always known, even 
when I wasn’t drafted, that greatness was 
attainable. Now it’s here, it’s reality, and 
I’m never going to let it go.” 

Holmes has reason to believe in him- 
self. For one, his career rushing average 
before last year was 4.5 yards per carry, 
an excellent number for a guy who 
couldn’t nail down the No. 1 job during 
four checkered seasons with the Ravens. 
For another, he plays as if he’s a couple 
of different backs in one body. “My 
strength is being able to change hats,” he 
says. “Tell me the defenses we’re up 
against, and I'll play each one different- 
ly. We go against power, and I’ll be elu- 
sive. We go against a quicker defense, I 
can steamroll them.” 

The Chiefs will try to employ Holmes 
differently in the passing game this sea- 
son. Last year he caught mostly screens 
and swing passes; now he'll run more pat- 
terns five and 10 yards upfield. Vermeil 
hopes that will make the offense less pre- 
dictable and give the attack a new dimen- 
sion. “We had 28 takeaways last year and 
scored three touchdowns off them,’ Ver- 
meil says. “That’s horse manure! I used 
to walk off the field last year so depressed 
about our offense. I think we'll be better 
in all phases.” 

Of course, that depends on Gonzalez, 
Green, the line and—most of all—Holmes. 
“T legitimized my place in the game last 
year,’ Holmes says. “When that happens, 
after you’ve had people doubt you for 
years, you know there’s no way you'll ever 
go back.” —P.K. 


“Somebody explain how the Lions let Johnnie 
Morton go. He gives the Chiefs explosiveness.” 


ENEMY LINES an opposing team’s scout sizes u 


Trent Green got better as the season went 
along last year. It looked as if he got into a 
flow with the offense instead of trying to force 
plays that weren't there. Still, he threw 12 fourth- 
quarter interceptions, the most in the league. That 
shows terrible judgment. .. . Priest Holmes is Marshall 
Faulk without the name. What a player—in the passing 
game and running inside and outside. .. . They have to 
find a spot for Omar Easy, who’s more of a classic full- 
back than Tony Richardson is. ... Somebody explain 
how the Lions let Johnnie Morton get away. He’s fast, 


and he has more than 3,000 receiving yards over the 
past three years. He gives the Chiefs some explosive- 
ness.... The other receivers scare no one. Marvin 
(Snoop) Minnis is tough but undersized, and Eddie 
Kennison can’t go near the middle. .. . The tackle spot 
could be their Achilles’ heel, with Willie Roaf worn down 
and John Tait an underachiever. .. . The defensive line 
can’t get enough pressure on the quarterback. Duane 
Clemons is supposed to be their best guy, but he’s not 
fast enough around the corner, and he’s coming off 
knee surgery.... Moving Mike Maslowski into the 
starting lineup at outside linebacker takes away the 
best special teams player on a club that was awful in 
the kicking game last year. .. . Greg Wesley is 
a big, physical and underrated safety. I’d blitz 
him a lot more. He has a real mean streak. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Dick Vermeil; second season with Kansas City (82-83 in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 6-10 (fourth in AFC West) 


p the Chiefs 


NFL PHOTOS 


SCHEDULE 
| Sept. ' Tp 


at Cleveland 
JACKSONVILLE 
at New England 


MIAMI 


at N.Y. Jets 
at San Diego 
DENVER 
OAKLAND 


| Open date 
at San Francisco 
| BUFFALO 
at Seattle 
} ARIZONA 
| ST. LOUIS 
at Denver 
SAN DIEGO 
at Oakland (Sat.) 


SCHEDULE STRENGTH 
NFL rank: 6 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .535 
Games against playoff teams: 7 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 6/5/5; defense 27/14/23 


OFFENSIVE BACKS ()ii¥ 

QB Trent Green 95 523att. 296comp. 56.6% 3,783 yds. 17 TDs 24 int. 71.1 rtg. 

RB PriestHolmes 4 327 att. 555 yds. 4.8avg. 62rec. 6l4yds. 9.9avg. IOTDs 

FB OmarEasy(R) 376 45 att. 196 yds. 44ave. Qrec. 7Oyds. 78avg. ITD 

FB Tony Richardson |O/ 66 att. {91 yds. 2.9 avg. 30rec. 265 yds. 8.8avg. 7TDs 

RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 

WR Johnnie Morton 77 rec. 1,154 yds. 4TDs Eric Hicks 42tackles 3% sacks 

WR Eddie Kennison {76 31 rec. 49lyds. ITD John Browning ([5tackles 1% sacks 
Marvin Minnis 173 33 rec. 5il yds. {TD Ryan Sims (R)  5itackles 5 sacks 
Tony Gonzalez (55 73 rec. 9I7yds. 6TDs Duane Clemons 36tackles 7 sacks 
Morten Andersen 27! 29/30 XPs 23/28FGs 98 pts. Lew Bush 26 tackles O sacks 
Dante’ Hall 880 32 ret. 7.3 avg. 0 TDs Marvcus Patton Q98tackles 3 sacks 
Dante’ Hall 380 43 ret. 22.5avg. OTDs Mike Maslowski litackles | sack 
Willie Roaf 6'5” 312 Ibs. 7games 7 starts Eric Warfield 66 tackles 4 int. 
Brian Waters 6'3” 315 Ibs. 16 games 8 starts Greg Wesley 73 tackles 2 int. 
Casey Wiegmann 6'2” 285lbs. I|5games [5 starts Jason Belser 8tackles Oint. 
Will Shields 6'3” 3il lbs. \6 games 6 starts William Bartee 36tackles 0 int. 
John Tait 6'6" 3I6 Ibs. 16 games [6 starts Dan Stryzinski 73punts 40.8 avg. 
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Seau hit the right note when he sold 


teammates on Schottenheimer’s system. 


JUNIOR SEAU was pool- 
side at the Marriott [hilani 
Resort & Spa on Oahu last 
p—~ February when the harass- 
\J ment began. Amused by the 
notion that the Chargers’ star linebacker 
and leader would soon be playing for ultra- 
demanding Marty Schottenheimer, Seau’s 
fellow Pro Bowl participants joined forces 
to make him feel troubled in paradise. 
“Welcome to hell,” one player told him. 
“Go ahead and retire?’ said another. 
Six months later Seau laughs at the 


SAN DIEGO 


memory: “I didn’t even try to fight it. You 
know the guys—once they have a couple 
of mai tais, it’s all over.” 

But unlike in Washington, where he en- 
countered a faction of set-in-their-ways 
veterans last season, Schottenheimer re- 
ceived a warm welcome in San Diego. Part 
of that was because he brought along a 
.621 winning percentage accumulated in 
16 seasons—the Chargers, after all, haven’t 
made the playoffs since 1995, giving them 
the league’s second-longest drought be- 
hind the bumbling Bengals—but an assist 
goes to a certain workaholic linebacker 
with unmatched intrasquad influence. 
“This,” Seau decrees, “is Marty’s team.” 


HONONOGOW ‘M NHOF 


Marty Schottenheimer is inspiring a team that hasn’t been to the playoffs since 1995 


Or, as Pro Bowl defensive end Marcellus 
Wiley says with a laugh, “Junior’s been 
demoted to assistant head coach.” 

Given Schottenheimer’s recent past, 
Seau’s endorsement was of no small con- 
sequence. “It’s always good when your 
premier players put the team before them- 
selves,” he says, “and that’s what Junior’s 
done. He desperately wants to win.” 

Reeling from training-camp turmoil 
last season, the Redskins lost their first 
five games before rallying to finish 8-8. 
The Chargers experienced the opposite 
sensation, ruining a 5-2 start by losing 
their last nine games, which led to the 
departure of coach Mike Riley. Enter the 
58-year-old Schottenheimer, who had 
been fired after clashing with Washing- 
ton owner Dan Snyder over front-office 
power. Redskins defensive end Bruce 
Smith wasted no time advising his buddy 
Seau to “get ready for the toughest sea- 
son of your life.” 

Other Chargers heard similar warnings, 
and after Schottenheimer’s first full-squad 
meeting at an April minicamp—during 
which he laid out a list of strict rules, in- 
cluding a ban on chewing sunflower seeds 
and wearing hats in meetings—the locker 
room was filled with the whispers of dis- 
content. That’s when Seau stepped up. 
“Any of us have rings?” Seau asked his 


NEW TWIST 


b> Junior Seau may now be the 
team’s slowest linebacker. New 
coach Marty Schottenheimer has 
plugged swift third-round draft pick 
Ben Leber into the outside spot 
opposite Seau, leaving the middle 
for former Chiefs standout Donnie 
Edwards, a 6’ 2” 227-pounder who 
flies all over the field. 
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If you want to get Crunchy, look in specially marked Nestlé 
Crunch. You can win an instant prize or get RocketCash— 
online money you can collect and use at NestleCrunch.com to 


buy almost anything from over 100 E-tailers. And you can't get that from plain chocolate. 


—> 
7 og”? 


Racket Sail 
Cas 


|) ez 


*) 


. 
2 


GNIRA 


THE Fe. } 
HARPER fas OPlaycentric f 
IMAGE Be s% — & 


ENEMY LINES anopp 


. RAYMER > 


SCHEDULE 


Sept. 8 | at Cincinnati 
15 | HOUSTON 
22 | at Arizona 
29 | NEW ENGLAND 
Oct. G | at Denver 
#3 | KANSAS CITY 
20 | at Oakland 
27 | Open date 
Nov. 3/| N.Y. JETS 
10 | at St. Louis 
17 | SAN FRANCISCO 
24 | at Miami 
Dec. #| DENVER 
8 | OAKLAND 
15 | at Buffalo 
22 | at Kansas City 
29 | SEATTLE 
SCHEDULE STRENGTH 


NFL rank; Tl 
Opponents’ 200! winning percentage: .546 
Games against playoff teams: 7 


$OLOHd 14N 


osing team’s scout sizes up the Chargers 


There was a lot of talk about which quarterback 
would start, but my question is, How are they 
gonna block anybody? | think they'll need both 
quarterbacks because that line is awfully thin. They’re 
counting on Toniu Fonoti, a 20-year-old rookie from 
Nebraska who's basically never pass protected? Come on! 
And the big free-agent signee is a center who has never 
been that great. Cory Raymer is a heady guy who knows 
where to go, but he gets pushed around a lot... . As far as 
the quarterbacks, Drew Brees gives them more life. He’s 
got more ability to make different throws, especially down- 


“They can be a sleeper if they get decent play at 
quarterback because the defense is so tough.” 


field. Doug Flutie can’t see in the red zone, and it kills them. 
When they had that nine-game losing streak last year, 
75 percent of it was because they couldn’t get a consistent 
game out of Flutie. ... LaDanian Tomlinson is a good back, 
but he had a lot of carries last year, and | think you need a 
change-of-pace guy to succeed over the long haul. The 
backup is Terrell Fletcher, who has made a career out of 
not scoring touchdowns. .. . Still, they can be a sleeper if 
they get decent play at quarterback because the defense is 
so tough. It starts with Junior Seau and Rodney Harrison. 
It’s tough to sustain a drive against them... . Jason Fisk 
isn’t as stout as John Parrella, but with Junior shooting 
into gaps, running up the middle will still be tough.... 
Last year, if you could block their front, their 
corners were vulnerable. But with Quentin 55 
Jammer back there, that won't be the case. 


PROJECTED LINEUP with 200! statistics 


COACH: Marty Schottenheimer; first season with San Diego (153-93-! in NFL) 
2001 RECORD: 5-II (fifth in AFC West) 


OFFENSIVE BACKS PVR* 


QB 
RB 
RB 
FB 


WR 


~a 55 


NFL RANK (rush/pass/total): offense 20/II/II; defense 7/20/II 


Drew Brees {00 27 att. IS comp. 55.6% 221 yds. ITD O int. 94.8 rtg. 
LaDainian Tomlinson 20 339 att. 236 yds. 3.6avg. 59 rec. 367 yds. 6.2avg. IOTDs 
Terrell Fletcher 235 29att. l07yds. 3.7 avg. 23 rec. I84yds. 8.0avg. OTDs 
Fred McCrary 342 = =2att. 3 yds. 1.5 avg. 13 rec. 7I yds. 5.5 avg. OTDs 
RECEIVERS, SPECIALISTS, OFFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSE 
Curtis Conway 85 /7irec. 1,125 yds. 6TDs Marcellus Wiley 38 tackles 13 sacks 
Tim Dwight 159 25rec. 406yds. OTDs Jamal Williams 2tackles Osacks 
Reche Caldwell (R) 183 G65rec. 1,059yds. IO TDs Jason Fisk 25tackles 2% sacks 
Stephen Alexander /2i 9Qrec. 85 yds. OTDs Raylee Johnson 28 tackles 9% sacks 
Steve Christie 274 G6/6XPs Q/IIFGs  33pts. Ben Leber (R) 73 tackles 5% sacks 
Reche Caldwell (R) 183  Oret. noavg. OTDs DonnieEdwards 97tackles 2sacks 
Ronney Jenkins 346 58ret. 26.6avg. 2TDs Junior Seau 83 tackles 1 sack 
Damion Mcintosh 6'4” 325\bs. [Sgames_ [4starts Quentin Jammer (R) 55tackles 2 int. 
Bob Hallen 64" 295\bs. IS5games 12 starts Rodney Harrison 9Otackles 3% sacks 
Cory Raymer 63” 300 lbs. [6 games 16 starts Rogers Beckett 77 tackles | int. 
Toniu Fonoti (R) 6’4" 349 lbs. I2 games 12 starts Ryan McNeil 64 tackles 8 int. 
Vaughn Parker 6’3” 300 lbs. I6 games _ 6 starts Darren Bennett 78 punts 42.4 avg. 


(RC CRGEUSckilaie each im “PVR: Player Value Ranking (explanation on page 98) 


SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 


teammates. None responded. “If someone 
has a proven system that will work, speak 
now,” Seau continued. More silence. 
“Well,” Seau said, “he’s won more games 
than all of us with that system. I’m buy- 
ing into it.” 

As a result, Junior’s Farm has become 
Marty’s Mill, though the difference is not 
as pronounced as one might think. “I 
don’t care what anyone says—we’ve al- 
ways worked hard here,” says Pro Bowl 
strong safety Rodney 
Harrison. “We may have 
lacked talent last season 
and we may have lacked 
discipline, but we didn’t 
lack heart.” 

Schottenheimer would be hard-pressed 
to disagree. Early in training camp, he 
choked up as he told the Chargers that 
they were the hardest-working team he’s 
ever seen. He says he thinks San Diego 
can win now, even with a second-year 
quarterback—Drew Brees—who has 
thrown only 27 NFL passes running the 
show. This is a coach who likes to ride his 
defense, and the additions of free-agent 
middle linebacker Donnie Edwards and 
rookie cornerback Quentin Jammer, the 
fourth pick in the draft out of Texas, 
should bolster an already strong unit. 

There’s no question who remains the 
main man. “Junior Seau is one of the top 
two or three linebackers ever to play,’ 
Schottenheimer says. “I think he goes 
home at night and plugs himself into a 
socket. I’ve never been around a human 
being with as much energy.” 

Seau’s penchant for making educated 
guesses is also legendary, and that’s where 
the adjustment to Schottenheimer and his 
schemes could get sticky. As Harrison says, 
“There’s no room for freelancing in this 
defense. If you’re out of position, you’re 
going to get burned.” 

Seau and Schottenheimer downplay 
any philosophical conflict. The coach says 
he'll allow for his star’s “playmaker” ten- 
dencies, and Seau says, “There’s no 
scheme I haven't played in or against, so 
it’s not that big a deal.” Right now, only 
the Pacific is making waves in San Diego, 
and it’s likely to stay that way for as long 
as Seau chooses. 

If all goes as planned, when the mai tais 
start flowing next February, Junior will 
have the last laugh. —M.S. 
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Baseball 


record for RBIs by a leadoff hit- 
ter (100, by the Angels’ Darin Er- 
| stad in 2000). Jones also strikes 
| out almost as much as Soriano. 
Jones had 107 whiffs, eighth most 


by Stephen Cannella 


| 


DURING SPRING TRAINING 
Twins utilityman Denny Hock- 


Jones, the team’s newly minted 


just trying to prevent him from 
wasting at bats.” 


ing informed leftfielder Jacque 


leadoff hitter, that he was going 
to keep track of how often Jones 
started a game by getting on base. 
“T told him it should be around 
50 percent,’ Hocking says. “I was 


The 27-year-old Jones hasn’t 
matched that goal—he had 
reached base 38 times in 111 first- 
inning leadoff plate appearances 
(34.2%) through Sunday—but 


in the American League, while 
Soriano had 127, second most in 
the AL. 

Jones's free-swinging tenden- 
cies are the reason he failed in 
his previous trial in the leadoff 
spot, as a rookie in 1999. He spent 
most of the last two seasons rack- 
ing up strikeouts and extra-base 
hits in the bottom third of the 
Twins’ order and, more often 
than not, sitting on the bench 
against lefthanded starters. 

In an effort to become a more 


he has certainly energized Min- 
nesota’s offense. In his first trip 
to the plate on Opening Day, the 
lefthanded-hitting Jones smacked 
the second pitch he saw for a 
home run against the Royals. 
Through Sunday he had hit 22 
more, eight of which had also led 
off a game. (Brady Anderson 
holds the record for single-sea- 
son first-inning leadoff homers, 
with 12 in 1996.) Jones doesn’t 
usually try to hit homers, but he 
did on that first one. “I thought 


With a team-high 
145 hits, Jones 
has become a 
better hitter 
while still being 
aggressive. 


MARLON BYRD 
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Jones. 


The Twins are following their | 
leadoff man, Jacque Jones, 


who’s been a hit at the top 


that would be a good way to start 
the season? he says. “Other than 
that, they’ve just happened.” 
Not that you can tell by watch- 
ing him hit: The ferocious cuts 
Jones takes are more appropri- 
ate for a beer leaguer than a 
major league leadoff man. He led 
the Twins in runs (85), was tied 
with shortstop Cristian Guzman 
for the team lead in hits (145) 
and was batting .293 at week’s 
end. But Jones had a mere 33 
walks, fewer than any other reg- 
ular American League leadoff 
hitter except the Yankees’ Al- 
fonso Soriano, who had just 19. 
Jones has other similarities to 
Soriano—good and bad. He had 
73 RBIs to Soriano’s 78, and both 
could threaten the big league 


A minor league standout 
you'll be hearing about soon 


Though it’s been a lost season 
for the Phillies, who could have 
reached into their farm system to 
inject some energy into a lifeless 
team, they instead held firm to 
their decision to give prized out- 
field prospect Marlon Byrd a full 
year in Triple A. At week's end their 
patience appeared to have paid 
off. Byrd, who turns 25 on Aug. 30, 
was hitting .294 with 12 home 
runs, 59 RBIs, 37 doubles and 14 
stolen bases for Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre. If there isn’t a strike, he'll 
be called up in September, and 
it’s a good bet that Byrd will be the 
Phillies’ Opening Day centerfielder 
in 2003. Says one NL scout, “He’s 
a five-tool guy who reminds me 
of a young Scott Rolen.” 
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selective hitter, Jones worked out 
during the off-season in San 
Diego with future Hall of Famer 
Tony Gwynn. In those sessions, 
and in occasional follow-up 
phone calls, Gwynn stressed the 
importance of having a plan at 
the plate and not being afraid to 
work deep into the count. 

That's sound advice, but when 
‘Twins manager Ron Gardenhire 
moved Jones back into the lead- 
off spot during spring training, 
he told Jones not to change his 
basic approach. “I told him, good 
or bad, we're going to put you 
up there and let you hack,’ says 
Gardenhire. 

Like nearly everything else in 
the Twins’ magical season—they 
were leading the AL Central by 
16 games at week’s end and, bar- 
ring a long strike, are a lock for 
their first postseason appearance 
since 1991—Gardenhire’s move 
has been a success. Jones still 
must improve his hitting against 
lefthanders, though; he had a 
.193 average in 119 at bats 
through Sunday. 

All-Star centerfielder Torii 
Hunter gets most of the atten- 
tion on the Twins, but Jones is 
coming on. He not only has made 
great strides at the plate, but he 
also may be Hunter’s equal in 


finally have found an ace. After 
beating the Mets last Friday, 
rookie righthander Jason Jen- 
nings was 15-5 with a 4.17 ERA. 
Jennings already had the second- 
highest win total in Rockies his- 
tory and was the first National 
League rookie to win 15 games 
since Tom Browning won 20 
for Cincinnati in 1985. “He’s the 
real deal; says one NL advance 
scout. 

Surprisingly, Jennings has 
pitched well at Coors Field, 
where he was 9-1 with a 4.83 
ERA. (No previous Colorado 
starter had ever won more than 
eight games at home in a sea- 
son.) Using a hard sinker and a 
good changeup, Jennings doesn’t 


walk many (just 22 in 72% in- 
nings at Coors) and keeps the 
ball in the park (10 homers al- 
lowed at home). “That’s his 
recipe for winning: throwing 
strikes, keeping the ball down 
and getting a lot of ground-ball 
outs; says manager Clint Hurdle. 

Jennings also has what may 
be the most important ingredi- 
ent for success at Coors: courage. 
Unlike many starters, young or 
old, he hasn’t been fazed by 
working in one of the inner cir- 
cles of pitching hell. “He’s not 
afraid to challenge hitters, and 
he has great mound presence for 
a young kid,” says the scout. 
“He’s been a breath of fresh air 
for Colorado,” 


-Ready for a Vacation 
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Royals’ Byrd Struggles 


Empty Nest 
Syndrome 


These are the dog days of sum- 
mer, when out-of-contention 
teams slog through the sched- 
ule and even some of the most 
devoted fans are forced to aban- 
don their heroes. Royals right- 
hander Paul Byrd, 31, found that 
out last week when the Byrd’s 
Nest broke up. The Nest was a 
group of recent high school 
graduates who sat in the upper 
deck of Kauffman Stadium for 
Byrd’s starts this year. They wore 
feathers and beaks and salut- 
ed Byrd by flapping their arms 
as he walked off the mound 
after every inning; he returned 
the gesture by flapping back 
after the game ended. When sev- 
eral Nesters showed up for a 
Byrd start in Detroit in July, the 
righthander took them to a 
restaurant for dinner after the 
game. “The kids all had socks 
pulled up to their knees, wear- 
ing beaks and feathers, says 
Byrd. “They were like, ‘Uh, 
Mr. Byrd, I think we broke the 
dress code, ” 

Alas, most of the fan club’s 
members have left for college 


THE POSSIBILITY of a strike threatens to wipe out the stellar per- 
formances of several players and teams. But while the fans and 
most of baseball dread the second work stoppage in eight years, 
some teams and players might not be heartbroken if the season 


the outfield. “It’s like having two 
centerfielders out there,’ says 
Gardenhire. “They’re fighting 
over balls in the gap that fall in 


in the last few weeks. As a part- 
ing gift the group presented 
Byrd with a signed banner pro- 
claiming him THE GREATEST 


against most teams.” 
ACure for Coors 


Jennings Excels 
In Thin Air 


Before last season the Rockies 
signed veteran free-agent start- 
ers Mike Hampton and Denny 
Neagle to deals worth a total of 
$172 million. Since then Hamp- 
ton and Neagle combined were 
37-42 through Sunday, and their 
contracts have become alba- 
trosses for a team trying to re- 
build. But for the bargain price 
of $206,000, just over the major 
league minimum, Colorado may 
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grinds to a halt on Friday. (Stats through Sunday.) 


PLAYER ORTEAM SKINNY 


Ken Griffey Jr. Despite lifting batting average to .284 last week, he’s 


Reds 


had a miserable year and could use time to heal; 


a sore left hip flexor is latest in string of leg injuries 


that has limited him to 5! games and seven home runs. 


Jose Hernandez The 33-year-old shortstop had struck out 


Brewers 


IGI times, putting him on pace for 202. That would 


shatter Bobby Bonds’s 32-year-old record of 189. 


Hapless club (43-87) was on track to lose 108 


games and become first team in 23 years to lose 100 
or more two years in a row. Tampa Bay also has 
shot to be first AL team with III losses since 1939. 


Having dumped contracts of Cliff Floyd and 
Ryan Dempster, they have the worst attendance in 
majors (10,257 per game); they can only sink lower. 


After a winter overhaul pushed team payroll to 

$95 million, including $7.2 million for Jeromy Burnitz, 
who had Il homers and 38 RBis, club was in 

‘NL East cellar following !2-game losing streak. 


PITCHER IN BASEBALL. “I al- 
most cried when they did that,’ 
says Byrd. 

The empty nest couldn’t have 
come at a worse time for Byrd, 
whose team was 53-78 at week’s 
end. Fully recovered at last from 
shoulder surgery in 2000, Byrd 
started 14-7 this season but 
hadn’t won in five August starts 
through Sunday. “It makes it 
hard?’ Byrd says of the Nest’s ab- 
sence, “When you're not in first 
place, things like that make it 
fun around here.” o 


To read Stephen Cannella’s 
weekly Touching Base column, 
go to cnnsi.com/baseball. 
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Quarterback Jammal Lord gives Nebraska 
hope even when the offense doesn’t click 


by Ivan Maisel 


SO MUCH for worrying about 
the Nebraska defense. The team 
that gave up 99 points in its final 
two games last season held Ari- 
zona State to 258 total yards in 
a 48-10 victory last Saturday 
night. Any relief that Cornhuskers 
fans felt, however, was tempered 
by the performance of the offense. 
Don’t be fooled by Nebraska’s 283 
rushing yards: The starters had 
only one touchdown drive longer 
than 20 yards. The traditional 
Huskers running game, in which 
linemen open Hummer-sized 
holes through which Porsche-like 
backs dart, was nowhere to be 
seen. I-backs Dahrran Diedrick 
and Thunder Collins combined 
for 101 yards on 28 carries, with 
a long gain, by Diedrick, of 15. 
If you wear red in Memorial Sta- 
dium, 15 yards is what you're sup- 
posed to get before you outrun 
your blockers. 

“The holes were there?’ Die- 
drick said afterward. “Sometimes 
they weren’t where they need to 
be. But if the linemen get on peo- 
ple, that’s all a running back is 
supposed to ask for.” 

Senior center John Garrison 
graded the line, which has three 
new starters, at B-minus. “Ari- 
zona State did some slanting 
that collapsed the holes really 
quickly,’ he said. “I give them 


The Huskers’ defense had no 
problem handling Sun Devils 
quarterback Andrew Walter. 


credit for moving around.” 

The only Husker who seemed 
unbothered by the inconsistent 
line play was junior quarterback 
Jammal Lord, who rushed for 
103 yards, about half of which 
came on scrambles. Lord, replac- 
ing Heisman Trophy winner Eric 
Crouch, also threw a touchdown 
pass and didn’t turn the ball over. 
Not bad for a guy who hadn’t 
taken a meaningful snap in his 
three years in Lincoln. 

In Lord’s 12 appearances over 


ie 


the last two seasons Nebraska 
held an average lead of 38-9 
when he entered the game. He 
didn’t need that cushion this 
time. With a 33-yard scramble 
in the first quarter against the 
Sun Devils, Lord gave notice that 
he also didn’t need flawless ex- 
ecution from his teammates to 
move the chains. “He showed 
great poise,’ quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill said. “It takes awhile 
for this offense to jell. There were 
plays where we didn’t look very 


good, and he made something 
happen.” 

After the game Lord wore a 
huge ice pack on his right fore- 
arm and a tired smile. “The last 
time I woke up sore?” Lord said. 
He turned to his Bayonne (N,J.) 
High coach, John Rickard, who 
fulfilled his promise to see Lord’s 
first start in person. 

“Marist; Rickard said. 

“Marist game. Thanksgiving 
Day 1998, Lord said. “We lost 
6-0. It still hurts me now. This 
is a good pain. Pain is real good 
when you win.” 
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Checkered 
Future at Cal 


Jeff Tedford keeps checkers 
pieces in his office and uses 
them often, but California foot- 


ie 
ly, 
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ball fans need not be alarmed. 
The Golden Bears’ new coach 
isn’t some slacker who plots 
double jumps when he should 
be breaking down film. The 
checkers are part of the equip- 
ment Tedford uses to hone his 
quarterbacks’ abilities. 

In checkers, Tedford-style, 
the coach positions the 11 
black pieces on his desk in a 
defensive alignment, and his 
quarterback must line up the 
red disks in the appropriate 
formation, show him what 
routes the receivers should 


Tedford goes Il-on-II with his 
quarterback, using checkers 
to quiz Boller on the offense. 


run and what the blocking 
scheme should be. When the 
coach adjusts the defense, the 
quarterback has to realign the 
offense accordingly. “It’s a 
great way to measure your 
quarterback’s grasp of the sys- 
tem,’ Tedford says. “You can 
see how well he understands 
defensive fronts, coverages, 
route concepts. It’s much bet- 
ter than having me stand in 
front of a blackboard with a 
piece of chalk all day.” 

Over the last decade some 
of the top passers in the na- 


TRATED 


tion have sat across the desk 

from Tedford. As quarter- 

backs coach and then offen- 

sive coordinator at Fresno 

State from 1992 through ’97, 

Tedford tutored Trent Dilfer 

for two seasons and David 

Carr for one. In 1998 Tedford 

became the offensive coordi- 

nator at Oregon, where he 

helped develop Akili Smith 

and Joey Harrington into 

NFL first-rounders. All four 

have given Tedford, 40, much 

credit for their collegiate suc- 

cess. Says Dilfer, “Jeff taught 

me more about the 

game than any other 

coach I’ve played for.” 

Cal hopes Tedford 

can work similar won- 

ders with senior quar- 

terback Kyle Boller, a 

former highly prized 

recruit who bottomed 

out last season along 

with the rest of the 

program. He complet- 

ed more than half his 

passes in only four 

games and surpassed 

200 passing yards just 

three times as Cal fin- 

ished 1-10, leading to 

coach Tom Holmoe’s 

resignation. “Kyle’s 

confidence is a little bit 

bruised? Tedford says, 

“but I don’t think any 

quarterback I’ve coached can 

throw the ball with the kind 

of zip and distance he can. He 

has a lot of talent, and we’re 
going to get it out of him.” 

To do that, Tedford, who 

was an honorable-mention 

All-America quarterback at 

Fresno State in 1982, is using 

more than his checkers tech- 


nique; he’s working on Boller 
from head to toe. Tedford 
used spring practice to give 
Boller a psychological boost, 
stacking the teams in intra- 
squad scrimmages to help 
ensure that his quarterback 
would shine. He has refined 
Boller’s throwing motion, 
stressing that the nonthrow- 
ing hand be kept close to 
shoulder level to improve ac- 
curacy and quicken the re- 
lease. To reinforce that habit, 
Tedford sometimes has Boller 
go through passing drills with 
his left wrist tied to his left bi- 
ceps. Tedford has also worked 
on Boller’s footwork, with an 
emphasis on taking more pre- 
cise drops. “I’m buying into 
everything he’s trying to teach 
me,” Boller says. “With his 
track record you’d be dumb 
not to. I’m just trying to soak 
it all up.” —Phil Taylor 
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Grohing Pains 
In the Opener 


Virginia coach Al Groh under- 
stood that his team might pay 
a price for playing 15 freshmen 
against Colorado State last 
Thursday night. That didn’t 
make the Cavaliers’ 35-29 loss 
any less painful. After overcom- 
ing a 19-7 deficit to take a 29-22 
lead in the fourth quarter, Vir- 
ginia couldn't close out the Rams, 
and a second rally ended when 
quarterback Marques Hagans— 
a redshirt freshman—lost a fum- 
ble at the Colorado State one- 
yard line with :10 to play. 

Last winter, after the Cavaliers 
signed a recruiting class that 


Photographs of former Florida coach Steve Spurrier and his succes- 
sor, Ron Zook, respectively, in the Gators’ 2002 media guide. All 
Zook is trying to do is fill the shoes of a Heisman Trophy—winning 
Florida quarterback who, with one national championship and six 
SEC titles, became the most successful coach in school history. The 
good news? Last season’s guide had 53 pictures of Spurrier. 
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Washington WR Reggie 
Williams versus Michigan 
CB Marlin Jackson 


In his debut as a freshman last 
year the 6’ 4”, 220-pound 
Williams made four catches for 
134 yards against the Wolver- 
ines. The speedy, aggressive 
Jackson, also a sophomore, 
draws comparisons with for- 
mer Michigan cornerback and 
Heisman winner Charles 
Woodson. While Jackson 
(6’ |”, 82) is big for a corner, 
he'll still give up three inches 
and nearly 40 pounds to 
Williams when they meet on 
Saturday. Look for some great 
battles, especially in the air. 


made nearly every top 10 list, 
Groh made a commitment to play 
his most talented players re- 
gardless of their college experi- 
ence. Three February signees— 
tackle D’Brickashaw Ferguson, 
defensive end Kwakou Robin- 
son and punter Tom Hagan— 
started against the Rams, and 
two more, tailbacks Wali Lundy 
and Michael Johnson, came off 
the bench to combine for 270 all- 
purpose yards. 

In a team meeting two days 
before the game, Groh had to re- 
mind himself of just how young 
his team is: He patiently ex- 
plained how to pack an equip- 
ment bag for the game. The 
managers, he told players, would 
pack the helmets. “Any special 
pads that you need, you’re re- 
sponsible for; Groh said. “The 
manager is not going to carry 
your mouthpiece.” That lesson 
proved easier than those the Cay- 
aliers learned on the field. o 
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First Down and 10 Across 


WHAT YOU have here 
is a very easy crossword 
puzzle, with more black 
squares than Gordie 
Howe’s smile. A semi- 
comatose chimp could 
do this puzzle. Maybe 
even Jerry Glanville. 
All the answers—punch 
lines refer to the NFL. 
(Answers on page 12.) 


. 
by Rick Reilly 


ACROSS 

1. Bottom line on Patriots QB Brady’s paltry 
paycheck (2 words) 

4. This should be smeared on Biletnikoff’s 
Hall of Fame display case 

8. Arrington most fans want to see out of 
uniform 

9. Skins owner or Lambeau treat 

12. In his words, Niner Owens’s favorite WR 
13. She gave us most shocking NFL finish 
14. Word Madden made millions on 

15. Place linebackers like to shoot and shop 
16. What Vikings gather when Randy loafs 
18. Essential to Ricky Williams’s success 
20. Opponent Ravens might beat this year 
21. Team Morten Andersen, 42, joins soon 
24. You on Sundays, or Cleveland QB and 
what he likes with steak (2 words) 

27. Will lose in Houston more than Enron 
29. Bradshaw’s legendary spelling of feline 
30. Broncos’ Shanahan won’t leave home 
without it 

31. What fans most like about a Cowboys 
cheerleader 

35. Skins coach Spurrier to former Florida 
players 

36. Where Colts RB James keeps his gold 
38. German word for boring offense 

39. Human GNC store has never missed a 
game because of injury 

40. With this season’s Cowboys line, how 
Emmitt Smith will arrive in Canton (abbr.) 
41. What MLB does better than NFL 


DOWN 

1. Good thing to take at Carolina tilts 

2. Games Bears will win at Soldier Field in ’02 
3. What Dolphins fans holler after Jewish QB 
Fiedler fumbles 

5. Ran for 11,236 yards and Mexican border 
6. He still hasn’t unclogged Cardinals’ 
plugged-up O 

7. Subject of hard-hitting ESPN documentary 
10. Rams will hitch ride on Warner’s ___ 
11. To own an NFL team, it’s essential that 
you be this 

12. Where the college team might whip the 
pro team 

15. Al Davis’s hair or another way to spell 
name of Broncos QB 


17. What they called homecoming queen at 
Kordell Stewart’s high school 

19. A good thing to be when asked to go over 
the middle against Ray Lewis 

22. You can see it in the faces of owners Jones 
and Frontiere 

23. Where Flutie wishes he were 

25. Essential to many NFL players’ wardrobe? 
26. The TD that Broncos fans will really miss 
28. Defensive scheme Atlanta plays 

29. How QBs who play the Titans feel 

32. The way Giants sacker Strahan 
pronounces Packers QB’s name 

33. Place NFL players keep in touch 

34. What Elway and Mantle had in common 
37. More drops lately than Az Hakim 
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